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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
MARCH MADNESS has blossomed into April Mania……The NACC season is over and my Alma Mater, 
UNC Chapel Hill, won!  As the buzzer went off 55,000 Carolina fans, who weren’t at the game, 
spilled out onto Franklin Street in the college town.  We could hear the noise thanks to a relative 
on location who needed to share the revelry with us.  Sounded like more grackles than you can 
imagine. 
 
What does that have to do with Garden Club?  Nothing.  Except mood. Mania.  We basketball fans 
get all worked up about brackets and basketball games. The final games are life-and-death.  There 
is much joy and much devastation.  To lose is a crushing defeat. Grown men cry. To win is spring-
time exhilaration…  Mania! 
 
Springtime is a riot of Mania. Much bursting forth, romance and color.  
 
We’ve enjoyed faux spring since February.  But real spring is exploding as you watch.  I was among 
a fortunate group of garden club members who went on the March field trip to the Dallas Arbore-
tum and the Fort Worth Japanese Garden.  We were rewarded for the long drive there and back 
and the tornado warning at 2:30 in the morning (my first) with gorgeous gardens, too much food, 
valuable gardening information, much conversation and near perfect to perfect weather both 
days. We arrived a week after the peak performance of all the thousands of bulbs emerging from 
their beds under the winter display of violas and pansies.  They were Still Outrageous! Let the song 
“Kodachrome” by Simon and Garfunkel run through your mind here… 
 

The madness continues….as the Sugar Land Garden Club will create our own mania…..for bulbs…..  
bulbs we’ll sell over the summer and receive in October to plant in November and enjoy next 
spring.  Bulb Mania we’re calling it.  Catch the Mania.  Details at the April meeting and coming to 
your e-mail address. 
 
Also at our our April meeting will be the entertaining speaker, Randy Lemmon talking about Texas 
Tough Gardening. We will enjoy our second annual Silent Auction.  Hope you notice that there will 
be NO April Plant Swap.  Our next one will be June 20th at Sugar Land City Park. 
 

Be sure you sign up for other upcoming events at the April Meeting: the last field trip of the year to 
Sam Houston Park, the last workshop of the year on a Thursday in May, and the end of the year 
May Luncheon. 
Happy Spring.  Join us and keep the mania going. 
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Editor’s Note 
 

It has been a fun and rewarding time to be the Editor of the SLGC Greenleaf for the last 
few years. I have learned much from just reading the articles I edit….Folks say after 
reading something 3 times you will remember what you read. I am giggling as I should 
be an expert at this point from reading everything over and over.  
 
Each person who has been Editor has their own style ,which speaks a beautiful truth 
about them.  My last Newsletter will be the May issue.  May’s NL will be “A Year Looking 
Back”. Please send all of your pics  (with identifying places and names) to me at  
Klouviere@live.com from anything you have participated in for the past year. There are 
no articles due, only announcements for June, July and August. I am excited to see next 
year’s Newsletter and who will be creating a fun, educational and inspiring source for 
our club. 
 
If this is something you are interested in please email me at Klouviere@live.com. You 
will need to have the Microsoft Publisher program. 
 
Please remember there are many ways to volunteer in our club. Take a look through the 
first few pages in your yearbook. The only things we don’t know are what we haven’t 
learned. Go for it! 
 
I would like to thank all of the wonderful folks who have contributed tirelessly to the 
SLGC Newsletter and have been kind when something didn’t quite come out the way 
they wanted in my editing.  
 
Blessings, 
 
Kat Louviere 
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BULB MANIA 

 

SUGAR LAND GARDEN CLUB  

2017 FALL BULB SALE 

April 2017-September 2017 

 
All members will receive a color photo, an 

 order form and  receipts at April’s General Meeting.  
 

 There are printable copies in April and May’s  

Newsletter 
 

 Joan Pritchard’s Horticulture Article gives Bulb Information 

in the April issue  
 

All order forms and monies are turned in at  

September’s General Meeting. 
 

Orders are picked up at  

October’s General Meeting. 
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Sugar Land Garden Club Fall Bulb Mania 2017 

 

Naturalizing Narcissus 
 
  These will return year after year and increase in number.  Should be divided every 3-4 years to prevent 
overcrowding.  Lift carefully and replant immediately, either just as emerging, or right after flowering.  These are 
also suitable for forcing. 
 

 Avalanche – heirloom Tazetta-type, once known as “Seventeen Sisters” for the clusters of 15-20 small 1” 
white flowers with pale yellow cups on one stem.  It has a musty-sweet fragrance. 18” early. 
 Erlicheer -  Fragrant with 6-8 double flowers resembling gardenias, with white petals, ivory centers and 
hints of yellow.  One of Linda Gay’s favorites.  18” early. 

 Falconet – Fragrant Tazetta-type with 6-8 silver dollar sized yellow-gold petals with deep orange cups.  
14” mid season 

 

Large Cup Narcissus 
 
 One flower to a stem; corona or cup more than one-third but less that equal to the length of the perianth 
segments or petals". This is the group that you see the most often used in gardens. Perfect for perennializing, pick-
ing, forcing and showing. Some of the showiest daffodils are in this division. 

 Cartlon - Two-toned yellow flowers have a mild vanilla fragrance.  18”  early 
 

Premium Size Bulbs 
 
 Thalia -  Triandrus Daffodils  usually have two or more flowers per stem. The petals on each flower flare 
backward and bend down at the neck (nodding). Most daffodils in this group are sweetly scented. Thalia has crisp 
white flowers, somewhat more outfacing than other Triandrus.  Fruity fragrance.  Heirloom, 14” mid season 

 

Double Narcissus 
 
 Tahiti –  Each double flower (4 1/2” across) features blooms with yellow perianth segments and shorter 
red-orange corona segments in the center. More heat tolerant than most doubles. 16” mid season 

 

Planting Guide 
 Guide 
  All Narcissus need full to part sun in winter.  Dappled light under deciduous trees is ideal.  Flowers turn 
toward the sun, so avoid backlit locations.  Loose well-drained soil is a must.  Avoid excess water while dormant.  
Plant where yellowing foliage will be hidden.  Do not cut off or braid.  All these varieties should be perennial in 
normal years and most will multiply to some extent. 

 
Leucojum aestivum – Summer snowflakes.   This is the only species of this family tolerant of our summer heat.  
Arching stems of white lily of bell-shaped flowers with pale green dots on the tips of each of the six petals, carried 
well above dark green foliage, which emerges early January.  Not fragrant.  Perennial.  Sun to part sun.  16” mid to 
late season 

 
Dutch Iris Imperator – Dark blue.  Normally an annual, but may return, sometimes for several years if conditions 
are perfect.  Sun, Excellent drainage.  18” late season 
 

Lycoris radiata -  Red spider Lily.  Cluster of bright red spider-like flowers atop a 18” stem before leaves come out 
in the fall.  Dormant in summer.  One several unrelated bulbs known as hurricane lilies.  If planted in the fall, may 
bloom next year, but more likely the following fall.  Most successful with good September rain.  Will multiply by 
offshoots.  Winter sun.  18” 
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Gardening with Bulbs 
 
 

Spring is in full swing, when narcissus and daffodil blossoms are now only a memory, it is time to take stock.  
Right now the leaves are still green and pretty, but will eventually turn yellow and flop over as they gradually die 
back.  Not a pretty sight.  But if you want the same pretty display next year, you must let them go naturally until en-
tirely dry.  They are now making food, which will replenish the bulb to prepare for the next cycle.  Feed them, pref-
erably with a top dressing of good homemade compost, but any balanced fertilizer will do.  Do not braid the leaves.  
It may sound like a perfect solution to the ugly without cutting it off, but is not in the best interest of the bulbs.  If 
you had been planning ahead when you planted them, there are already summer perennials coming back from win-
ter dormancy to hide the dying foliage.  If not, quick, get to the nursery and pick up some fast growing bushy annu-
als to stick in front.  That will help get rid of the temptation to touch the old leaves until they have given up the 
ghost on their own. 

What if your bulbs didn’t put on the show you had been used to?  If they have naturalized and multiplied, 
how long has it been, since you divided them?  Never?  You are not the only one.   My cluster of  Soleil d’Or narcis-
sus has been around forever.  Maybe it wasn’t as showy as before last year, but I was too distracted to really take 
note.  This year, there were next to no blossoms.  Was it the extra warm winter?  No.  The severe freeze knocked 
down a lot of plants that seldom die back in the winter and exposed all of the hidden goings on down at soil level.  
That included way more low growing creeping weeds than I imagined I had.  Good chance to do some serious clean 
up.  But wait!  Dollar weed and evening primrose had invaded the narcissus clump so thoroughly that it couldn’t be 
extracted without digging up the bulbs.  Surprise!  No wonder the poor things didn’t bloom.  Bulbs less than half the 
size of the originals were quite literally growing on top of each other, sometimes in three layers, and jammed tightly 
together even so.  It would appear that they were more than a little overdue for division. 

 

Directions for dividing narcissus clumps 
 
The best time to divide overcrowded narcissus is right after they finish flowering.  This is when they need 

space to grow and spread their roots for maximum nourishment.  You could wait until after they have gone dormant 
and save until fall, but they will not be any stronger or more likely to bloom than if you had just left them.  That real-
ly only makes sense if they are not yet overcrowded (and you know where to find them.)   Dig carefully around the 
clump.  Go deep.  They will have worked their way deeper into the soil than they were originally planted.  Or in my 
case, a lot of them had also been forced up by overcrowding.  Lift them and gently shake off the soil.  Carefully pull 
the bulbs apart without damaging the roots.  Replant at a depth equal to 3 times the diameter in porous, crumbly, 
well-drained soil, ideally on a bed of sand over bone meal and fertilizer.  I just plant directly in compost enriched soil 
and most haven’t complained, but maybe that is why some eventually died off.   

 

 

Horticulture 
By Joan Pritchard 



 10 

 

 
 
 
 

Planning for Spring Flowering Bulbs  
 

Now is the time.  Look around your garden.  Where would you have liked some 
early touches of spring color?  Places where non-evergreen shrubs and perennials 
which need to be cut back in winter have left a joyless landscape. Sure you could plant 
pansies again.  But how about something different?  Granted narcissus are limited to 
white, yellow and a small touch of orange, but what colors are more uplifting on a 
dreary February day?  It is like growing sunshine.  Just be sure to place them back far 
enough so that later spring growth will hide the dying leaves.  (If you see narcissus ad-
vertised with pinkish blooms, be advised that they need cooler climes).   

Think timing.  Paperwhites can bloom as early as December, while other natu-
ralizing narcissus bloom January through March, depending on the variety.  Daffodils 
and Leucojum bloom through April. Did you know that the flowering time of these bulbs 
also depends on the depth they are planted?  If you want a spectacular show all at 
once, plant all of one variety at the same depth.  If you are careless about the depth, 
they will not be in sync.  Of course, you could stagger them on purpose as well. 

 Need color.   Freesias, Dutch irises, Ixora, and Sparaxis add many colors and are often considered annuals, 
but may last a few years.  Ranuclulas and anemones are definitely annuals here.  All these can be planted in a bed 
with other cool season annuals. They are mostly later than Narcissus and will hit their stride as the pansies are 
growing tired, and will make a nice bridge between winter and summer annuals.   If you hope to see them again 
next year, leave the foliage to die naturally and have good drainage, relatively dry conditions in summer and don’t 
accidentally dig them up.  

You’ve thought about of all that.  Now go and write it down.  Draw a simple plot and label what you’d like to 
see where.  Have your shopping list ready when fall comes.  SLGC Fall Bulb Mania will help you get started with the 
best Narsissus choices for our climate.  Next spring will be Flowerific! 

Horticulture 
By Joan Pritchard 
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Spring Succulents 
Tuesday, May 16, 20017          11am – 1pm 

$ 22 per person 

 

Riverbend Country Club 
1214 Dulles Avenue 

Sugar Land, Texas 77478 

 

 

Luncheon Menu 
Tomato Basil Soup 

Pumpkin Crusted Chicken 

Fresh Mixed Vegetables 

Roasted Potatoes 

Crème Brule 

Sign Up today so you don’t miss out on the Fun! 
Roseanne Mayer 

Roseanne.mayer@gmail.com 

(813) 352 2704 
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April 18, 2017 
 

 

“The Challenges Of Gardening In Houston”   
 
 

Randy Lemmon 
 

A popular Houston garden celebrity, Randy Lemmon is the host of the Garden Line  radio program on 
News Radio 740 KTRH. Randy has been doing Garden Line in one capacity or anther since December of 
1995, for all three of the now Clear Channel AM stations—KTRH, KPRC & KBME. Randy is the author of 

four books and will have his newest book “Tesa Tough Gardening” for sale at the meeting. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

By Paula Rieger 

 
 

Guest Speaker  
Randy Lemmon 
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       Monarch Mortality 
 

 Many forces work against monarchs preventing them from becoming adult butterflies.  Each stage of the life 

cycle is subject to disease and predation.  It is estimated that fewer than ten percent of the monarch eggs laid in 

the wild will become butterflies. 

If the female monarch is able to find milkweed on which to lay her eggs, there are still forces that can destroy 

the eggs before the caterpillars emerge.  The female lays eggs only on milkweed and if she can’t find that plant 

she will never lay the eggs.  Monarch eggs are susceptible to small creatures like ants, mites and spiders.   

 Caterpillars too, face many dangers.   Wasps take caterpillars to their nests to 

provide food for their young.  Assassin bugs patrol our yard looking for insects to 

eat.    Caterpillars, including monarchs, are targets of the tachinid flies and para-

sitic wasps.  Both of these will lay eggs in or on a caterpillar.  The larvae of the flies 

and wasps consume just enough of the caterpillar’s insides to keep it alive.  The 

caterpillar eventually dies as the flies and wasps 

pupate and later become adults. 

The problems at the pupa stage are mostly the result of being parasitized in the 

larva stage.   A common disease in monarchs is Ophryocystis elektroscirrha ( Oe), 

a deadly protozoa that can be passed on by the female or eaten from a plant by 

the caterpillar.  As a result, some monarch chrysalises appear to be healthy, but 

occasionally turn black and either don’t become a butterfly or become a  

deformed one. 

The small percentage of butterflies that reach adulthood are also susceptible to predation.  A short time after I 

released a butterfly from my cage, I noticed that it was missing a wing.  Another time I photographed a wasp 

capturing a monarch. 

It is surprising that we ever see monarch butterflies due to long migration flights, the frigid weather in Mexico 

and the forces of disease and predation.   These factors encourage me to continue to plant milkweed in our yard 

to help preserve one of nature’s beauties.  

Don’s Corner 
By Don Johnson 
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April 

 

Host Chair 
Jean Waleke 

 

Hosts 
 

Paula Goodwin, Karen Byram, Lesley Durgin, Edwina Hupp, Sharon Pence, Darshana Desai, Terri Hur-
ley, Kathleen Louviere, Diana iMiller, Jo Beth Moore, Rita Hilding, Cindy Smith, Cookie Peeler, Debo-

rah Birge, Gail A. Clarke, Robin Rettew, Emilie Wilson, Traci Krush 
Each month the Hospitality Committee makes everyone feel welcome. 

 
I've learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did,  

but people will never forget how you made them feel. 
- Maya Angelou 

 
  

 

Hospitality 

 

February Hostess’ March Hostess’ 
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 When I was in school, we would say that a person who was not being very smart was a bird brain.  We 
thought we were putting them down, but we were doing the opposite.  Birds are highly intelligent! 
 
On our recent field trip, we could not find out way from Houston to the Dallas/Fort Worth area and back 
without the help of our GPS.  Yet, birds can fly from South America back to their homes in America without 
road signs, maps or even with a GPS.  Scientist believe they use the magnetic force of the Earth to help them 
find their way.  They also know when it is time to migrate to their winter home 
and when to come back.  When they travel, they fly at a higher than normal 
altitude to stay away from predators. 
 
We live in a major route for songbird migration.   In the Spring, mid-April 
through early-May, they come from their winter homes in Mexico, Central and 
South America.  The birds that fly through High Island, Freeport, and Galves-
ton,  go on to the Central and Northeastern United States.  The majority of them 
must cross the Gulf of Mexico.  Sadly, not all of them are successful in their en-
deavor.  They can start off on their journey when a favorable wind is blowing 
with them.  The problem is when the wind shifts and starts blowing against 
them.  We will often see the unlucky ones wash up on the shores of High Island, 
Freeport, and Galveston. 
 
The Houston Audubon Society (HAS) and the Gulf Coast Birding Observatory 
(GCBO) help these birds have a successful crossing.  HAS has several reserves on 
High Land that provide food producing plants, water and  foliage for them to 
rest after their long travel.  GCBO has a reserve at Quintana that offers the birds 
the same type of refuge.  If the winds are blowing to the North, the birds land, 
quickly get nourishment and continue flying on to their Northern homes.  If the 
winds are not favorable, the birds will stay until the winds change. 
 

A 'fallout' is a birder's term for when the wind has been blowing against them, so they land in our reserves 
exhausted, only wanting to eat, drink, and rest.  I have been to Quintana during a 'fallout' and that yellow 
and black bird literally jumped over my feet on the trail looking for food to eat.  The solid yellow bird was 
in the bushes and was clearly exhausted. 
 
You can also assist these migrators by putting out seeds, planting plants that provide their food, slicing 
fruit and leaving it out for them.   My back yard is small, but I have several types of migrating birds that 
stop for food and water. 
 
Migration is a Birder's delight.  You will see many of them at these reserves watching and photographing the birds that only fly through 
our area twice a year during their migration.  I have included pictures of the birds who only fly through here for migration. 

 
By the way, if any of you are looking for Terri Hurley or myself in the coming weeks, we will probably be at Quintana, High Island, or 
Galveston! 

Bird Migration 
By Carrie Sample 

 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

Prothonotary Warbler 

Hooded Warbler 

Blue Bunting 

Black Burnian Warbler 

Chestnut sided Warbler 
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What’s a syrup kettle? 
I found something older than most of our members - syrup kettles.  Syrup kettles are a common sight among the old 

Mississippi River plantations.  On many of our tours through the South we have seen them.  Not only are they part of 

the landscape of the regal plantations but also part of the landscape of locals.  What exactly is a syrup kettle one might 

ask?  In the eighteenth and nineteenth century a syrup kettle or sugar kettle was essential in the working of the farm.  

It was used as a syrup cooking pot, to scald hogs at slaughter time, as a water bath at canning time, or to render lard.   

Dimensions are usually about three feet tall to as much as eight feet across. They are made of cast iron. Many of the 

kettles are found where sugar cane was grown. Kettles had many culinary uses on planta-

tions, and these beauties were primarily for the use of processing cane juice into sugar.  “The 

cane was crushed in an animal powered mill, with the juice siphoned off into a series of iron 

kettles set into brickwork over roaring furnaces. As the cane juice was evaporated and clari-

fied with lime, the impurities were skimmed off. The thickening syrup was moved to smaller 

kettles until sugar crystals formed. It was then transferred into shallow wooden tanks for cooling. SugarKettles.com relates 

that during the pressing and processing, guests were served “hot punch”, the steaming cane juice from the kettle generous-

ly laced with French brandy. A number of preserved plantation homes in Louisiana carry on the tradition of preparing sugar 

with their sugar kettles. One of the best public demonstrations takes place at Kent Plantation House in Alexandria, Louisi-

ana.”¹ 

I’ve always been fascinated with them.  Many of the local homes in my hometown, Lafayette, Louisiana, with true Southern 

architecture use them in their gardens.  It was always a dream of mine to have one.  That 

day arrived thirty years ago when we were traveling along the river roads on one of our 

many weekend getaways.  I spied one in someone’s yard that was stunning.  It was about six foot diameter and just 

beautiful.  My husband thought I was crazy, and he should know better, after all he married me, when I told him I was 

going to ask if they would sell it.  I gathered up the courage to knock on their front door, introduced myself, and asked 

if they would be willing to sell this pot in their yard.  The garden gods were on my side that day, because they said they 

would and we agreed on a price.  Later that week, the owner delivered it to us via a wrecker!  We lived in a two story 

neo-Victorian house on a quiet cul de sac in Mandeville, Louisiana, on the north shore of Lake Pontchartrain.  Our 

neighbors were so excited we were getting a hot tub.  To digress, when I say hot tub, I al-

ways think of the Eddie Murphy skit imitating James Brown!  It was carefully moved to our 

back yard where it sat under a hundred year old red oak tree surrounded by cast iron plants, 

ferns, impatients, and begonias.  Lucky for us in Mandeville there was a couple who made lovely copper fountains.  We had 

an iris fountain made for the kettle. 

Fast forward to our move to Houston, Texas, where it took four movers plus my husband to unload and situate the kettle in 

our courtyard.  We estimate it weighs five hundred pounds.  From what I’ve been told by antique dealers it is better not to 

drill holes in them as they lose their value.   

Little did I know that was the beginning of a collection of syrup kettles.  A few years later our good friend and landscaper, 

who fell in love with ours, was on the hunt for one for his restored plantation home.  We were truly blessed as not only did 

he find one, we found three more for us.  We use two in our garden and gave one to my husband’s parents along with a 

copper begonia fountain for their Florida home. 

While researching on this topic I found that Martha Stewart collects these for her properties!  I’ve got something  

in common with M-A-R-T-H-A! 

I have always thought that syrup kettles add a certain Southern charm to a garden.  Authentic syrup kettles are stamped with the information of 

where they were cast and the year.  They are considered antiques and these days quite difficult to find.  Today syrup kettles are used as ponds, water 

features, planters, or fire pits.  Not many people are eager to part with theirs today and if so ask hefty prices.  I’m hoping these heirloom syrup kettles 

are passed down in my family for many generations to come! Kids, are you listening? 

 

Garden Warrior 
By Arleen Harbin 

Oak Alley Plantation, 

Vacherie, Louisiana  

Garden Warrior’s Home 

Sugar Land TX 

Woodland Plantation 

La Hache LA 

Oakland Plantation 

Natchitoches, LA 
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Life In The Beginning Of Texas 
 

April 25, 2017 
 
 

We will journey to Huntsville to have a guided 
tour of the Sam Houston Homes and Museum. 
To get in the mood for this adventure, we will 
have lunch first at the “Farm House”. Our one 

hour tour will begin at 1:30pm. 
 

We will leave the St. Basil's Hall at 9:30 
a.m.  Plan on paying your driver $10 a person. 

 
Carrie Sample 

 
 

 

 

FIELD TRIPS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2nd Annual  

Member Garden Tour 

May 23, 2017 

 
Many of our members have beautiful  

gardens. Whose gardens will we be  

seeing this year?  

After the Garden Tour we will go to a local 

restaurant for lunch. 

 

Carrie Sample 
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“Flip Flop Wreath” 
By Brenda Webb 

April 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Get ready for the sun! 
Assemble a fun summer wreath. 

Tuesday March 7 

10:00 AM—12:00 PM 

Imperial Park Recreation Center 

234 Matlage Way 

Sugar Land Texas 

Chair: Jeanmarie Short 

  
 

 

Work Shops 

 

“Cinderella Project’s  

Prom Wrist Corsages” 
By Barbara Rosenberg 

 

Volunteer to help members of the 

 Cinderella Project create wrist corsages  

they donate to enable students to attend 

their high school prom. 

Thursday(s) in May, date(s) to be  

announced. 

Please sign up and you will be contacted 

with available dates. 

Chair: Jeamarie Short 
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SLGC EVENT PHOTOS  

Photos of our past events are needed in order 

to document our club  

history.  

Photo credit for your contributions will be  

given. Please email your photo files in high  

resolution jpg format to  

Terri Hurley  or Carrie Sample. 

 

Announcements 

 

 
 

NO 
Plant Swap 

IN  
APRIL 
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RENEW, RENEW, RENEW 

 

Its spring and time for renewal.  Please print the new 

membership form on the last page of the newsletter and 

bring it to the April meeting with your $35 check.   

Thank you! 

Have any fabulous photos of your garden  
flowers?  If so please send them to  

Arleen Harbin, c3ac4m@aol.com, for consideration to 
grace the cover of the annual Sugar Land Garden Club 

yearbook. Please send in a jpeg format. Don’t fret; if your 
photo isn’t chosen for the cover, there are  

several other opportunities possible as the yearbook 
attempts to display several  

photos.  Deadline for the photo entry is June 1. 
Past covers have included:   the carnation flower  

poppy, the duchesse de Brabant rose, pineapple  

guava, calla lily, giant Dutchman’s pipe vine, Peruvian 

pavonia, amaryllis, dwarf bottlebrush, heliconia  

wagneriana, passion flower, cosmos, sweet vivian, and 

southern magnolia.  

Arleen Harbin 

 

Announcements 

Pictures by JoBeth  

Dallas Aboretum 

 

Welcome  
New Members 

 
 

Wendy Clark of Sweetwater 
Vatsala Koorse of Colony Meadows 

Karen Putney of Del Web in Richmond 
Alize Zothner of Del Web in Richmond 

 

To All Members 
Yearbook pictures need to be sent to  

c3ac4m@aol.com or only your name will show in the 
yearbook. 

Quail Valley Garden Club's 
10th  Annual  

Backyard Garden Tour 
 

Quail Valley Garden Club presents five beautiful breathing
-taking back yards as they celebrate their 10th Anniversary 
Backyard Garden Tour on Saturday, April 29th, from 10 am 
to  3 pm. (rain date May 6th).   Come see the garden with 

the lovely putting green, the serenity of an English garden, 
the year-round vacation water-front home with its own 
little island and boat deck, the gardener's paradise with 
five vegetable gardens and fruit trees, and the designer 
garden with a beautiful water view.  You won't want to 

miss these Quail Valley homes! Tickets can be purchased 
at the first home on the tour at 3810 East Creek Club, via 
our website quailvalleygardenclub.org, or by contacting 

Rose Ann Acosta at 832 693 9107.   
 

mailto:c3ac4m@aol.com
mailto:c3ac4m@aol.com
http://quailvalleygardenclub.org
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LEARN ABOUT EARTH-KIND®  
LANDSCAPING 

AT CINCO RANCH BRANCH LIBRARY 
 

            Gardeners and landscapers who would like to learn more 
about conserving resources and protecting the environment 
while still maintaining beautiful lawns and gardens are invited to 
attend a special program, “Earth-Kind® Landscaping,” at Fort 
Bend County Libraries’ Cinco Ranch Branch Library on Saturday, 
April 8, from 2:00 to 3:30 pm, in the Meeting Room of the li-
brary, located at 2620 Commercial Center Blvd in Katy. 
  
          Fort Bend County Master Gardener and Earth-Kind® Special-
ist Peggy d’Hemecourt will provide an overview of Earth-Kind® 
gardening practices. She will introduce the seven Earth-Kind® 
landscaping principles: planning and design, practical turf areas, 
appropriate plant selection, soil improvement, efficient irrigation 
and rainwater catchment, effective use of mulches, and appropri-
ate maintenance. 
  
          Earth-Kind® principles and practices enable gardeners to 
conserve water and protect the environment, while creating 
beautiful, easy-care landscapes. These organic methods also re-
duce the need for chemical fertilizers and pesticides. 
  
          The program is free and open to the public. For more infor-
mation, call the Cinco Ranch Branch Library at 281-395-1311 or 
the library system’s Public Information Office at 281-633-4734. 

 
 

LEARN ABOUT BUTTERFLY GARDENING 
AT LIBRARY PROGRAM 

  
            Fort Bend County Libraries’ Sienna Branch Library will pre-
sent the program “Butterfly Gardening,” on Saturday, April 8, from 
10:30 to 11:30 am, in the Meeting Room of the library, located at 
8411 Sienna Springs Blvd in Missouri City. 
  
          Fort Bend County Master Gardeners will talk about which 
plants attract different types of butterflies to gardens.  
  
          The program is free and open to the public. For more infor-
mation, call the Sienna Branch Library at 281-238-2900 or the library 
system’s Public Information Office at 281-633-4734. 

 

Announcements 

LEARN ABOUT HERB GARDENING 

AT LIBRARY PROGRAM  
 

            Fort Bend County Libraries’ Bob Lutts Fulshear/Simonton 
Branch Library will present “Growing & Using Herbs,” on Monday, 
April 17, beginning at 6:00 pm, in the Meeting Room of the library, 
located at 8100 FM 359 South in Fulshear. 
  
          Fort Bend County Master Gardener Tricia Bradbury will provide 
an overview and general information on growing herbs on the Texas 
Gulf Coast. Learn how to preserve herbs for later use by drying or 
freezing them, or by using them to flavor oil and vinegar. Bradbury 
will also share tips on cooking with fresh and dried herbs.  
  
          A retired pharmacist, Bradbury has been a long-time member of 
the Sugar Land Garden Club and the Houston Federation of Garden 
Clubs. She is also a member of the Coastal Prairie Chapter of the Tex-
as Master Naturalists, the Houston chapter of the Native Plant Society 
of Texas, and Keep Sugar Land Beautiful. Her backyard is certified as a 
Texas Parks & Wildlife Wildscape, a National Wildlife Federation Back-
yard Habitat, and a Monarch Watch Waystation Site. Her garden has 
been featured several times on the Sugar Land Garden Club’s spring 
garden tour and on the Fort Bend County Master Gardeners’ fall gar-
den tour. 

The program is free and open to the public. For more infor-
mation, call the Bob Lutts Fulshear/Simonton Branch Library at 281-
633-4675 or the library system’s Public Information Office at  

281-633-4734. 

Pictures by JoBeth  

Dallas Aboretum 
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Help Fort Bend  
Women's Center  

Please Donate 
 

The Fort Bend Women's Center is an organization that SLGC  
supports. Fort Bend Women's Center provides  
shelter and program support to abused women and their chil-
dren. 
 You can shop and make donations to their Penny Wise stores 
and donation centers at the following  
locations: 

 
 Richmond 501 Hwy 90 A East, Richmond 77469 
 Stafford     13645 Murphy, Stafford, 77477  
 

This is a large store! 
 
Missouri City Drop- off only, 
4737 Hwy 6 at Dulles Mo. City 77459 
 
Hours of business are: 
Mon. - Sat. 9-6, donations accepted 9-5:30 
Sunday  12 noon---5 pm, donations accepted  
12 noon--4:30 pm 
 
Telephone number  for all stores:  
 281- 344- 5777. 
 
 

By Debe Fannin 

Announcements 

 

 
SLGC raises money for EFBHuman 

Needs Ministry Food Bank. 
Donations were collected at the 

February and March  
general meetings.  

A total of $529.00 was donated to 
the food bank. 

Thanks to our club members for 
their generosity! 

 
There will be no plant swap at the 

April general meeting. 
We have our silent auction at the 

April general meeting and we need 
every bit of space for it. 

Please hold on to any donations 
until June when we have our  

special plant swap with door prizes.  
There will be more info on the June 

plant swap next month! 
 
 

By Debe Fannin 

tel:281-%20344-%205777
http://fortbendwomenscenter.org/
http://fortbendwomenscenter.org/get-involved/pennywise/donating-to-pennywise/
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Fort Bend Master Gardeners 
 

 

 Master Gardeners provide volunteer service through 

the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service for Fort 

Bend County. These volunteers offer their skills and 

knowledge of horticulture and environmental issues to 

Fort Bend residents supporting the goals of AgriLife  

Extension Service. 

The Fort Bend County Master Gardeners promote con-

servation and sustainable horticultural practices to 

residents of the county by: 

providing research-based gardening information, 

presenting educational programs for the both adults 

and children, 

communicating gardening information using articles, 

newsletters, phone and digital media, and 

maintaining demonstration gardens to determine the 

best plants for the local area. 

 

FBMG programs, demonstration gardens and opera-

tions are supported through our annual plant sales. 

 

If you would like to become a member of this  

organization, the Fall Training Class begins October 6, 

2016.  Visit www.fbmg.org to fill out an application 

and learn more about classes. 

 

                                      By Deborah Birge 

Announcements 

 
Great Grow Out: 

Learn About Our Native Prairie Plants 

By Doing! 

Join the Katy Prairie Conservancy’s (KPC)  

Great Grow Out Program 

 Volunteer to grow plants from the wild collected seeds sup-

plied by KPC and return the seedlings to KPC for restoration 

projects. Instructions are on-line including how to videos. 

 NEW! Great Grow Out has expanded to include the entire 

plant growing cycle: Join us to collect seeds , clean and pack 

seeds, or take care of the potted plants at the KPC Nursery and 

to put these plants in the ground on out planting days. 

Email Shen.GCMN@gmail.com if you are interested in these other 

aspects. 

 Seed collecting trips often visit prairies generally not open to 

the public. 

For more information go to the Great Grow Out Website: 

Www.katyprairie.org/ggo 

 

2017 Houston City Nature Challenge 

April 14 – 18 

Houston vs Dallas/Fort Worth vs Austin 
 

 Basics: Houston,Austin and DFW are competing in the City Nature 

Challenge to see which city can find the most species and post the 

most observations to iNaturalist between April 14-18, inclusive.  
 Go to the iNaturalist project City Nature Challenge 2017:Houston, 

join it, and post your observations there. 

 Follow the contest at http://tpwd.texas.gov/naturechallenge 

 Organized activities upcoming at  

                                                houstonprairie.org/CNCactivities 

 You DO NOT have to ID the plant when posting– the iNat communi-

ty will ID. 

 iNaturalist training: email Lan.shen@txgcmn.org to set up  

         future classes, if enough people are interested. 

http://www.fbmg.org
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 May 2017 
 

 
      9 SLGC board meeting at Paula Reiger’s home. 
                 Cindy Smith Co-Hst 
                 Outgoing and Incoming Boards invited 
  
     16 SLGC installation of officers luncheon 
  
      23      SLGC Field Trip 
 
      TBA     SLGC Workshop/Cinderella Projects  
 
  
 
 
 

 
             

 

 April 2017 
 

 
      4 SLGC Workshop 
  
     11 SLGC board meeting at  Carrie Sample's Home 
                 Cookie Peeler w co-host 
                 9:30 am social, 10:00 am business meeting 
                   
  

      18      SLGC Monthly Meeting/Silent Auction 

 
      25     SLGC Field Trip 
            
  
  
 
 
 

www.houstonfederationgardenclubs.org 

https://sugarlandgardenclub.org/ 

 CALENDER OF EVENTS   

 

: lazygardenerandfriends@gmail.com  

http://www.houstonnfederationgardenclubs.org
http://www.houstonnfederationgardenclubs.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Sugar-Land-Garden-Club/226382550761167
https://sugarlandgardenclub.org/
mailto:lazygardenerandfriends@gmail.com
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2017-18 SUGAR LAND GARDEN CLUB MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION 
 
Please enter Your Contact Information as it should appear in 2017-2018 Yearbook.  Please Circle Changes from 2016-2017 
Yearbook. 

 
Name______________________________________________Spouse’s Name_________________ 
 

Address____________________________________________City___________________________ 

Zip Code_______________ Subdivision ________________________________________________ 

Home Phone ________________Cell Phone________________E-Mail _______________________ 

————————————————————————————————————————————— 
Please check the following areas where you are willing to serve.   
Write “INFO” on line, if you would like more information. 
 
_______Sponsors _____Publicity     _____Newsletter   _____Website    ______ Facebook 

_______Scrapbook _____Field Trips   ____Arbor Day    _____Workshops _____Photography 

_______Social Activities Committee (2/year) ____Hospitality Committee for General Meetings 

_______Brookwood _____ Habitat for Humanity _____Food Pantry/Women’s Center 

Do you have any of the following skills you are willing to share: 
_______Computer Skills: Excel__________    Other (specify) _______________________________ 
_______Speaking on Gardening Topics          ______Writing on Gardening Topics   
————————————————————————————————————————————- 
 
Our Annual fundraisers need “all hands on deck.” 
Would you be available to chair a committee? ____________ 
 
————————————————————————————————————————————- 
Every Member IS REQUIRED  1) to provide a food dish or supplies for a General Meeting and 
2) to help setup/takedown - once during the year. Please select your 1st and 2nd choices below:  
 
_______September 2017     _____October 2017  _____November 2017      
_______January 2018   _____February 2018 _____March 2018    _____April 2018 
______ I am willing to serve as a Monthly Hospitality Chair for the month of ________________ 
 
If you cannot fulfill this obligation, a fee of $15 will be payable to the Sugar Land Garden Club to 
cover your part.  Please find your name listed for your host month when you receive your Yearbook. 
The Hospitality Chair for that month will contact you before your meeting. 
————————————————————————————————————————————— 
Club Year is June 1- May 31.  Dues ($35.00) are payable March 1 through May 31st for the 
following Club Year.  Checks are Payable to: Sugar Land Garden Club  and may be turned in at 
Board Meetings or General Membership Meetings or may be mailed to: Arleen Harbin, 
Membership Chair, 1315 Camelot Place, Sugar Land, TX 77478 until May 30, 2017.        Rev. 2/28/17 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date _______________New Member ________________ Renewing Member__________________ 

Check Number ______________ or    Cash ___________ Amount ___________________________ 


