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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
It’s safe to say “I love flowers.”  As I sit with my back to the sunshine my chair is over a rug 
with sun flowers, magnolia blossoms adorn a painting my mom did, teapots and dishes dis-
play all kinds of flowers, there are cherry blossoms on my napkin and “aha!”  turning around, I 
spy flowers in my yard plumping themselves out in the gorgeousness that is this month!  I 
love perennials….and annuals that think they are perennials.  I love February.  It’s crispy but 
not too cold - ok, except for when it’s too cold.  Never mind that.  It’s gorgeous today and I’m 
in love with February. 
 
February is a good month to love February because it’s Love Month.  Aaaaah romance and 
thoughtfulness and kindness.  Valentines. 
 
And I love Garden Club.  Truly, I do.   We have an opportunity this month to show a little extra 
love for our club by making donations for the activities, education and projects we love. We’re 
starting a new thing for February called Love your Garden Club Day.  Make an optional dona-
tion to the club in honor of someone or “just because” and see what things your donation can 
make grow in the coming year. 
 
We also have an important change you need to know about.  We’ve postponed our Spring 
Garden Tour to Fall.  The date has not been decided upon but you will know soon.  It 
was decided that with the timing of holidays and getting yards ready this year, we should wait 
and offer the tour in the fall.  We’re hoping this will be a very happy arrangement for us all.  
We’ll need lots of enthusiastic volunteers. 
 
Meanwhile,  enjoy our programs, field trips, workshops and activities.  Get into your yard and 
do your pruning. Get ready for the Monarch Migration. And don’t miss our speaker Nancy 
Grieg, Ph.D., Director of Cockrell Butterfly Center, HMNS. 
 
Sign up now for the workshop to make a Fairy Garden in March!  Sounds enchanting. Last 
Tuesday a bunch of us made very cute birdhouse wreaths (Thank you Sue Yip!) Go on the 
Field Trip on the 23rd to the Master Gardener ’s Display Gardens and tour a nursery with 
garden club friends and eat some barbecue.  Last month my car keys went on a field trip to 
the medical center and I did not go on the field trip to Egypt! I’m going on this field trip! 
 
Be thinking about renewing your membership - STARTING IN MARCH.  Look over all the 
volunteer opportunities there are on your renewal form.  A busy club is a happy club and a 
happy club requires lots of volunteers.  Let us know where you want to get more involved.  
You are needed and acquaintances become friends by working together. 
 
Finally, I would like to tell our board of officers, who I understand have agreed to run for office 
again next year, how grateful we are for their service.  Thank you ladies! 
 

Happy Valentine’s Month! 
Jo Beth Moore 
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Newest Research On Butterfly Gardening  

 

In anticipation of the 2016 Monarch migration, Nancy Grieg, PH.D., Director of Cockrell Butterfly 

Center, HMNS will discuss the newest research trends in butterfly gardening and show you how 

to prepare for the Monarch migration. Nancy has been directing operations at the Cockrell 

Butterfly Center, for over 22 years, a major venue at the Houston Museum of Natural Science 

that features a rainforest conservatory with free-flying butterflies and an attached entomology 

"wing." 

 

GUEST SPEAKER 
Nancy Grieg, Ph.D. 

Photos Courtesy Of Hmns 

http://ediblehouston.ediblefeast.com/article/slideshow/15868?fid=27922&width=100%25&height=100%25
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I Love Plants!!! My husband says I need intervention because I am a Plantaholic. My favorite pastime is 

visiting gardens, nurseries, plant sales, I always park near the garden center for a sprint through rows of 

plants, even though plants are not on my to do list! 

My adventure in gardening in Houston started many moons ago. 

New to Houston, when we bought our first house; I wanted roses 

everywhere! I saw an ad in the newspaper for this gorgeous rose 

hedge and immediately ordered 10 bushes. I had visions of a hedge 

of gorgeous, cascading pink loveliness floating around, as I walked 

to the front door. I carefully dug the rock hard clay soil added bags 

of good soil (as per instructions) and lovingly watered them. One 

after another, within months, each plant bit the dust. Where I come 

from roses grew everywhere and without any effort! Thus, my journey into the unknown, mysterious 

world of gardening in Houston started. Through the years I dabbled with gardening off and on thanks to 

a good friend, reading lots of books and taking many, many classes. Now, I think my black thumb has 

grown to a brownish-green!  

My passion for gardening was re-ignited after learning about the 

Back-to-Nature movement. I am the administrator of two Montes-

sori Schools - Sugar Mill Montessori in Sugar Land and Meadow 

Montessori in Richmond. As a teacher and administrator I felt our 

students were missing out on a vital connection with the Earth and 

all its bounties. Our school embarked on a mission to create a Natu-

ral Playground with fruits, vegetables, and habitat gardens for our 

students. Today, we have a flourishing eco-system, where students 

are immersed in nature. We have apple, orange, mulberry, loquat, 

fig, lemon, and pomegranate trees. Spring and Fall our children 

plant vegetables, which they take care of, harvest and cook. Our 

butterfly habitat has lots of milkweed for the Monarch to lay eggs 

on. It is an amazing experience for our students to see the caterpil-

lars munch on the leaves, turn into chrysalis and finally emerge as a 

butterfly. The National Wildlife Federation (NWF) recently 

acknowledged our garden at Sugar Mill Montessori School as a Cer-

tified Wildlife Habitat. The school is now a part of NWF's worldwide 

network of mini refuges. 

I am a newbie member of the Garden Club! As a fledgling member, I am so impressed by the quality of 

speakers at the club, AND I am so very grateful to all the members who have shared their knowledge and 

experience and made me feel at home! As our garden grows any help would be greatly appreciated!! 

My Journey continues……  I love taking classes. I love the camaraderie that gardeners share. Most of all, I 

love the peace and joy gardens provide!  

 
 Personality of the Month 

Kay Challa 
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DON’S CORNER 
By Don Johnson 

 

Cockrell Butterfly Center 
Our speaker this month, Dr. Nancy Grieg, is Director of the Cockrell Butterfly Center in the Houston Museum 

of Natural Science.  The rainforest is a major part of the center, but the Entomology Hall contains a number of 

other exhibits and displays.  Penny and I have volunteered there for about 

eight years and have enjoyed our activities.  I’d like to share some of the other 

exhibits that are found in the hall. 

Although most of the animals in the center are butterflies, there occasionally 

are moths.  The most common moth displayed is the Atlas Moth, which has a 

ten inch wing span.  The Atlas caterpillar gets quite large, getting up to five 

inches long.  When the caterpillar is ready to pupate it forms a cocoon, usually 

using a nearby leaf.  When the adult moth emerges it lives only a couple of 

weeks.  It has no mouth, so it doesn’t eat.  It 

lives on the stored fat from when it was a 

caterpillar. 

The emerging room is fascinating and is 

where we volunteer once a month.  The 

butterflies arrive as chrysalises, shipped in a 

box from other continents.  When they  

arrive they are hot glued to a string and hung up in one of three display win-

dows.   

The chrysalises hang for a week or more until they are ready to emerge as 

adult butterflies.  Visitors can observe the transition from chrysalis to adult 

which happens quite quickly.  After emerging, a butterfly must pump fluid 

into its wings and take about an hour to dry 

before it can fly.   We capture the 

butterflies that are ready to be released 

into the rainforest by putting them into a large net cage.  Our enjoyment 

comes when groups of children are there to witness the release.     

   We talk about the structure of the butterfly and answer questions. 

There are many other insects on display, some pinned and some alive, many 

that are raised at the museum.    One unusual display is that of a Mexican  

honey wasp nest which was found in south Texas.  This wasp is a social animal 

that makes a nest about 2 feet tall which contains anywhere from 3,000 to 

18,000 wasps.  There are also displays solitary insects. 

 The museum offers a number of other permanent and temporary exhibits, in 

addition to the Entomology Hall, that provide educational opportunities for 

visitors.        

The atlas moth usually stays where  
we put it. 

The Mexican Honey Wasp nest is on display. 

Chrysalises arrive in a box and are hot glued to a 
string. 
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BEGINNERS FRUIT  TREE  PRUNING 
Deborah Birge, Fort Bend Master Gardener 

 
Pruning fruit trees can seem like an intimating undertaking.  You might be asking yourself if you even need to prune your tree.  And if you do need to prune, 
how to go about it?  In this article, we will keep information on a basic level to help beginners understand the hows and whys of pruning. 
 
 
WHY DO WE PRUNE? 
Fruit trees are pruned to aid in the health of the tree, and to increase the quality of the fruit.  When pruning for health, remember to remove any limb that 

crosses and rubs against another limb.  This can create a wound inviting disease and pests.  Remove all limbs growing down-
ward or an inconvenient place.  Additionally, remove any water sprouts.  These are limbs that grow vertically from an existing 
scaffold limb. Lastly, remove any growth coming from the roots or below the graft union.  This is your rootstock growing, not 
the variety of tree you purchased. 
 
 
PRUNING STRUCTURES 
Now we will discuss your fruit tree in particular.  There are numerous ways to prune and train fruit trees but most are pruned 
to grow in three basic structures.  Central leader, open center, also called open vase or open 
bowl, and natural.  Peaches and nectarines are most often grown with an open center.  Ap-
ples, pears, and plums are most often grown in the central leader or modified central leader 
structure.  Citrus, figs and persimmons are grown with a natural structure. 
 
 

CENTRAL LEADER 
This image shows the cuts needed to achieve the central leader structure.  Upon planting, the tree, or whip, is cut to two to 
three feet tall with all side limbs removed.  It is allowed to grow the first year.  The winter after planting, the cuts bring back 
chosen scaffold branches by one-third.  Scaffold branches need a strong crotch, need to grow around the trunk at even inter-
vals allowing sunlight to hit each branch and only one upward growing branch will be left as the new leader.  The third year, 
is a repeat of the second year pruning in addition to the pruning for health as discussed earlier. 

 
 
 

OPEN CENTER 
This image describes the method used to create the open center.  At 
planting, the tree is trimmed to 2-3 feet tall with all side limbs removed.  
You can begin training the tree with a summer prune or wait until it is 
dormant again.  Either way, the central leader is removed, three or four 
strong branches are chosen as scaffold limbs and the tree is pruned for 
health, as previously discussed.  Scaffold limbs should be equally spaced 
around the trunk to allow sunlight on all branches.  Scaffold limbs need 
strong crotches of around 45 degree angles.  You can train one tier of 
scaffold branches or two.  If two is your choice, be sure to leave a distance 
of eight to twelve trunk inches between the tiers. 

 
 
NATURAL STRUCTURE 
Trees that are chosen to be grown with their natural structure need only pruning for health.  This can be done when the trees are dormant or, as in the case 
of citrus, after the final freeze.  This is usually early March in our area. 
 
Finally, it is good to remember that your tree will live.  Very few prunings result in death.  Should you make a mess of it, the tree will repair itself and you can 
try again next year.  Lastly, invest in the proper tools and keep them clean.  Reduce the spread of disease by disinfecting your tools with a 10% bleach solution 
after pruning each tree.   

 
     MARCH 2016 HORTICULTURAL COLUMN 

By Deborah Birge 
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 Feb. 23rd 
Master Gardener's Display Gardens  

 
Our February Field Trip will be to visit the Master Gardener's Display Gardens at the Fort 
Bend AgriLife Extension Office on Band Road near the intersection of 59 and 36.  Our own 
Deborah Birge will take us on a tour of the gardens followed by a visit to Caldwell Nursery 
which is right on down the road.   We will finish the trip with lunch at Schultz Barbecue 
which is on Hwy 36.  Since it is close, you may meet us there or let us know if you would 
like to carpool!  Register at the February General Meeting. 
 
 
 

March 22nd 
Don't Miss the Bluebonnet Express  

 
The Feb. General Meeting will be the last time to pay for this field trip.  We will travel by 
bus to Washington-on-the Brazos State Park where we will have a tour of the Texas Mu-
seum and see the Barrington Living History Farm.   We will picnic at the park - bring your 
own sack lunch, but we will provide drinks and dessert!  Then we will tour the bluebon-
nets and visit the stores and nurseries in Chappell Hill, TX. 
 
The cost is $30. 
 
The bus will leave promptly at 8 a.m. from our meeting hall (St. Basil's (K of C).  We will 
return at 4 p.m. 
                                    
 
 
 

                                                     By Carrie Sample 

FIELD TRIPS 
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Editors Note 
Dear Garden Club Members 

Thank you for all of the wonder-

ful articles every month.  

Oftentimes I cannot use them in 

the same month as they are 

sent, but I will add them some-

time in the future.  

We have many wonderful and 

talented members who have a 

dedicated  

column every month. If you 

have an idea for a column 

please email me. 

 Remember when you are send-

ing any items for the Newslet-

ter, the word  

documents are to be in pdf or 

word format ( or type it out in 

your email) and the pictures are 

to be in a jpeg which is a univer-

sal format. When you send pics 

please list the folks who are in 

them. Again I want to thank all 

of the members who volunteer 

their time to make this newslet-

ter possible. 

 

klouviere@live.com 

 

Kathleen Louviere 

GARDEN TOUR 
2016 

 

Date Change 
 

"The Sugar Land Garden Club has re-
scheduled our Garden Tour for next  

October, 22, 2016. We are looking for-
ward to lots of excitement with this 
change of date and hope you will all 

be a part of it. 

 

Members and friends!  
 

The Garden Tour committee has  
started our search for the  
2016 Spring Garden Tour. 

 
Would you like to show off your labor 

of love, or have you  
admired a front garden in your  

daily travels?  
 

Maybe the back is even more  
fabulous! 

 
Please let us know of any  

gardens that you would like to share 
with your fellow garden lovers. 

 
Please contact Emilie Wilson 

(ewilson32@windstream.net)  

or  

Paula Goodwin 
(grgoodwin@windstream.net) 

PLEASE TAKE OUR 
ONLINE MEMBER 

SURVEY! 
 

The SLGC board is conducting a sur-
vey to solicit member input regard-

ing club charitable donations and 
dues.  This short 6 question anony-
mous survey will be sent to you di-
rectly by email.  Please take just a 
few minutes to give the club your 

most valued feedback.  You will be 
receiving the survey between Feb-

ruary 17 and 24.   
 

We have created this free survey 
through "SurveyMonkey."  So the 

survey will NOT come from 
SLGC.  You will see the words 

"SurveyMonkey" in the sender ad-
dress on your email.  It is not 

spam.  If you do not see the survey 
in your inbox between Feb. 17 & 
24,  you might check your "junk" 

folder in case your internet server 
incorrectly identified the email as 

spam.    
 

Thank you for your participation in 
the SLGC Member Survey. 

 
  Kathy Hradecky,  

Ways and Means Committee 

Announcements 

mailto:klouviere@live.com
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Announcements 

 
FORT BEND COUNTY 

 LIBRARIES 
  

NEWS RELEASE   

  

GET TIPS ON STARTING A 
VEGETABLE GARDEN 
AT SIENNA BRANCH 

 LIBRARY 

  
            Seasoned gardeners, as well as begin-
ning gardeners who might be considering 
starting a vegetable garden for the first 
time, are invited to attend the next program 
in Sienna Branch Library’s “Bountiful Gar-
den Series.” The program “Get Your Vegeta-
ble Garden Growing” will take place on Sat-
urday, March 5, beginning at 10:30 am, in 
the Meeting Room of the library, located at 
8411 Sienna Springs Blvd in Missouri City. 
  
          A Fort Bend County Master Gardener 
will provide an overview of spring vegetable 
gardening. Before the vegetables can ap-
pear, preparations must be made. Learn 
how to plan the lay-out of your garden for 
optimal sun, shade, and drainage. Get tips 
on preparing your garden with soil amend-
ments, and on how to consult planting 
schedules for prime planting dates.  
  
          The program is free and open to the 
public. For more information, call the Sien-
na Branch Library at 281-238-2900 or the 
Fort Bend County library system’s Public 
Information Office at 281-633-4734. 
 
You can also  contact  
Michele Pettigrew  
281-633-4734 or 
Joyce Claypool Kennerly 
281-633-4740  
 

 
 

 
Garden With Confidence 

 
The Kitchen Garden 
Date:           Saturday, February 13, 2016 
Time:          9:00-11:00am; Check-in 8:30am 
Location:   Extension Office 
Cost:           $15.00 per participant 
The Kitchen Garden class will provide instruc-
tion on building a raised bed for growing your 
own vegetables and herbs. We’ll take you from 
planning to construction and production. Also 
featured will be information on which vegeta-
bles and herbs by season. A portion of the class 
will be taught in our demonstration gar-
dens.   Refreshments will be served. 

 
Landscape Plants for Fort Bend Gardens 
Date:           Saturday, March 19, 2016 
Time:          9:00-11:00am; Check-in 8:30am 
Location:   Extension Office 
Cost:           $15.00 per participant 
Why is my plant not growing? This class will 
help you find the right plant for the right place. 
We will explain the native and well adapted 
varieties that grow well in Fort Bend County, 
including Texas Super Stars. A portion of the 
class will be taught in our demonstration gar-
dens. Refreshments will be served. 
 

By Deborah Birge 

 

Silent  

Auction 

   General Meeting - 
April 19 

 
More Information will 

be coming… 

Garden Tour  
"The Sugar Land Garden 

Club has re-scheduled our 
Garden Tour for next  

October, 22, 2016. We are 
looking forward to lots of 

excitement with this change 
of date and hope you will all 

be a part of it. 
 

Jo Beth Moore 

Be a Mugger. 
Shun th’ Styrofoam  

and  
Bring your own mug. 

To Brunch 
and Munch 

With a Bunch 
of fellow gardeners 

who care 
about not using 

yucky 
bad-for-you 

bad-for-your planet 
Styrofoam. 

 
Seriously:  BYOM to Garden Club Meetings. 

Be a Mugger! 

tel:281-238-2900
tel:281-633-4734
http://fortbend.agrilife.org/files/2014/10/Bar.jpg
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Help Fort Bend  
Women's Center  

Please Donate 
 

The Fort Bend Women's Center is an organization that SLGC 
supports. Fort Bend Women's Center provides  
shelter and program support to abused women and their 
children. 
 You can shop and make donations to their Penny Wise 
stores and donation centers at the following  
locations: 

 
 Richmond 501 Hwy 90 A East, Richmond 77469 
 Stafford     13645 Murphy, Stafford, 77477  
 

This is a large store! 
 
Missouri City Drop- off only, 
4737 Hwy 6 at Dulles Mo. City 77459 
 
Hours of business are: 
Mon. - Sat. 9-6, donations accepted 9-5:30 
Sunday  12 noon---5 pm, donations accepted  
12 noon--4:30 pm 
 
Telephone number  for all stores:  
 281- 344- 5777. 
 
 

By Debe Fannin 

 
SLGC Members 

Thank You Letter 

Announcements 

 
If you would like a new photo for 
next year's directory, please take 
a new photo at one of the spring 

meetings or send a photo of your-
self from a jpeg file to Arleen 
at c3ac4m@aol.com with the  

subject line SLGC directory photo 
& your name. 

http://fortbendwomenscenter.org/get-involved/pennywise/donating-to-pennywise/
http://fortbendwomenscenter.org/
tel:281-%20344-%205777
mailto:c3ac4m@aol.com
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December workday at Brookwood. Members from left to 
right are Sharon Brading, Rose Ann Acosta, Beverly Williams,  

Emilie Wilson, and Frankie Feagins.  

 

Beverly Bauman & Debe Fanin 

Arbor Day Tree Dedication 

SLGC Members 

Arbor Day Tree Dedication 

January Field Trip 

January Field Trip 

January Work Shop 

SLGC Events 
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Hospitality 

February 
Host Chair 
Debe Fanin 

 

Hosts 
Andrea Needham, Jean Waleke, Sylvia Alewine, Mary Allen, Mary Bates, 

Sue Blodgett, Karen Byram, Carrie Claffey, Gail A. Clarke, Pat Davis,  

Debe Fanin, Sue Jordan, Joan Pritchard, Pat Reed, Cheryl Swanson,  

Wendy Clark, Anastasia Abboud 

WELCOME 

NEW MEMBERS  
“There are never enough “flowers”  in our garden” 

Cindy Smith Richmond 

Dilip Chowdhury 

Anastasia Abboud 

Wendi Li 

Andrea Needham 

Nancy Schoepf 
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Crafting Workshops 

2016 

   

March Workshop 
“Fairy Gardens” 

By Gay Chavez 

 
Tuesday, March 1, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Imperial Park Recreation Center 
Sugar Land  

  
You will have your choice of fairy cottage or 
carriage to begin your very special fairy gar-

den.  I love these, hope you do too! 
  

We will assemble our fairy gardens with a 
water feature, sea shells, some plants and 

of course THE FAIRY! 
If you have some “little” additions you’d 

like to bring, feel free. 
  

Below are the cottages and carriage for you 
to choose with the price for the whole pro-

ject. 
Sign up for the workshop and your choice 
of fairy cottage at the February meeting. 

Questions can be answered by emailing 
Gay 
Chavez  at   gaychavez@earthlink.net.          

        
 (Please see the last page of the newsletter for samples) 
  
NOTE: there are a certain # of cottages and it’s first come, 
first serve 

4 Carriages  ($25) 
2 Yellow teapots ($32)  
2 Blue teapots ($32) 
2 Shoe cottages (32) 
1 Vine covered cottage ($30) 

 

April Workshop 
“Colander Planter” 

By Gay Chavez 
 

Tuesday April 5 

10: am—12:00 pm 

Imperial Park Recreation Center 

234 Matlage Way  

Sugar Land 

Chair Jeanmarie Short 

 
Make and paint  a clever colorful hanging 

planter using a metal colander enhanced 

with beaded decorations. 

 

          Like us on Facebook 

 

 

mailto:gaychavez@earthlink.net
https://www.facebook.com/Sugar-Land-Garden-Club-226382550761167/timeline/
https://www.facebook.com/Sugar-Land-Garden-Club-226382550761167/timeline/
https://www.facebook.com/Sugar-Land-Garden-Club-226382550761167/timeline/
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February 2016 
   
  
    2     SLGC Workshop 
  
  
    9     SLGC Board Meeting at Robin Rettew’s home. 
           Debra Birge co-host. 
           9:30am social 10:00 am Business Meeting 
 
  12     Houston Federation Of Garden Clubs Meeting 
           White Oak Conference Center 
           7603 Antoine Dr.,  
           Houston, TX 77088 
           9:30 Social  10:30 Business Meeting           
   
  16    SLGC Business Meeting 
 
  18    Native Plant Society of Texas-Houston Center 
          Houston Arboretum and Nature Center 
          Memorial Park 
          Meet at 7:00 p.m. Program 7:30 p.m. 
 
   20   Fort Bend Master Gardeners Vegetable & Herb  
          Preview Program 
           Bud O’Shieles Community Center 
          1402 Band Rd Rosenberg 
     
     23   SLGC Field Trip 
 

     27   Fort Bend Master Gardeners Vegetable & Herb Sale 
         Front of the Master Gardener Greenhouse located                                                                                              
         Behind the county annex buildings 
         1402 Band Rd Rosenberg 

 
March 2016 

 
 
    1     SLGC Workshop 
    
    8     SLGC board meeting at Jean Waleke’s home,  
           Roseanne Mayer Co-Host co-host;  
           9:30 a.m. social, 10:00 a.m. business meeting 
 
  11     Houston Federation of Garden Clubs Meeting  
           White Oak Conference Center 
           7603 Antoine Dr.,  
           Houston, TX 77088 
           9:30 Social  10:30 Business Meeting 
 
  15    SLGC Monthly Meeting 
 
  22     SLGC Field Trip             
    

 

General Meeting Monthly Plant Swap  
 

The plant swap takes place after the business meeting.  

It is not necessary to bring plants in order to take  

a plant.  

Keep in mind our three basic rules:  

Any plants that you bring should be labeled with the plant 

name  

Take home any plants you bring that do not get  

adopted  

Remove plants from the table only when the swap  

begins  

Please be courteous to others as you select one or two 

plants then let others have a turn. You can go back again 

for more plants if they are still available.  

Get digging!  

Donnetta Parish 

 

SLGC EVENT PHOTOS  

Photos of our past events are needed in order to 

document our club  

history.  

Photo credit for your contributions will be given. 

Please email your photo files in high resolution jpg 

format to  

Terri Hurley  or Carrie Sample. 

           
 

Feb CALENDER OF EVENTS  Mar 
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Choices For March 1 Workshop 

 

 
4 Carriages  ($25) 
2 Yellow teapots ($32)  
2 Blue teapots ($32) 
2 Shoe cottages (32) 
1 Vine covered cottage 
($30) 


