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Presidents Message 

 

Hope this Greenleaf finds all of you well. 

  

Doesn't all this green, flowering plants and trees, and cool weather 

just raise your level of contentment at least 98%?  For those of you 

who have lived in Houston for quite a while, you know that our recent 

abundance of rain was how our weather used to be.  That amount of 

rainfall really agrees with our na3ve plants!  Hope you have  taken 

the 3me to go out to enjoy all of our na3ve wildflowers and na3ve 

animals also enjoying the Spring. 

  

Our Main Event is coming up - our Spring Garden Tour on May 2 (rain date on May 9).  Mary Allen 

and Mary Bates have spent countless hours making sure the tour will be rewarding to all.  If you 

have not volunteered for a 3me slot yet, please give Mary Allen a call.   Helping at this event  is so 

much fun and rewarding.  The people who come are very interested in plants for their yards or 

just in general.  Some of our customers have come for many years and some are even from as far 

away as Woodville and Friendswood.  Volunteering at this tour will definitely raise your level on 

contentment. 

  

My level of contentment has also been raised by the willingness of our members to take on new 

posi3ons next year.   JoBeth Moore will be an excellent President to lead all of our mem-

bers.    Her 'Presiden3al Notebook'  seems to be overflowing with all of her thoughts and plans 

for the incoming year. 

  

Our Field Trip Commi@ee is planning a trip to Brazos Bend State 

Park for April.  Brazos Bend will have great wildflowers abound-

ing, as well as nature to observe.  Many of you may know that I 

consider Brazos Bend as my home away from home.  I 

have  volunteered there for 8 years.  I am there at least 1 3me a 

week.   My idea of 'fun' is going there during the week to photo-

graph its many flowers, birds, and animals.  I have sent several of my favorite pictures from 

Brazos Bend for this edi3on of the Greenleaf.  This is definitely a 'raiser of contentment'. 

  

If you have not signed up for the Spring Luncheon, you s3ll have 3me.  This is such a great way to 

wrap up the year.  Roseanne Mayer and her team have planned an excellent 3me for all.  Terri 

Hurley has put together a power point of pictures of us from our 2014-2015 garden club year. 

  
Hope to see each of you along the way! 

Carrie Sample 
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Many plants bloom exclusively at night and many more wait un3l evening to release their 

wonderful fragrance. White flowers and plants with variegated foliage are also stars of the 

garden aEer dusk. Join Judy Jones, a home grown garden girl of En-

chanted Landscapes for an introduc3on to some plants that you 

can enjoy aEer the sun  goes down.  

Join us for 3ps on plant selec3on, 

 landscaping and ligh3ng to turn your back yard into 

“a marvelous  place for a moon dance.” 

                                          By JoBeth Moore 

 

 

Guest Speaker  

Judy Jones 

Enchanted Landscapes & Nurseries 

April Host Chair 

 

Roberta Rambin & Barbara Willy 
 

Hosts 
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 Cherie Cowan                  Paula Goodwin 

Margie Raley                         Jane Schnell 

Jacquie Sonkin               Rukaiya Usmani   

 
 

 

Watch Out Who You Cheer For… 

 
At first glance, I felt sorry for this hawk being 

hassled by the 3 crows.  They 

were a>acking him quite a while before the 

hawk could take off flying.  When he flew, I 

could see the reason why the crows were 

a>acking.   The hawk had taken a baby crow 

out of their nest… 

 

By Carrie Sample 



 

MEMBERSHIP 

DUE NOW 
Editors Note 

 

Dear Garden Club 

Members 
 

Thank you for all of the  

wonderful ar+cles every month. 

O.en+mes I cannot use them in 

the same month as they are sent, 

but I will add them some+me in the 

future. We have many 

wonderful and talented  members 

who have a dedicated column  

every month. If  you have an idea 

for a column please email me. 

 Remember when you are sending 

any items for the  

newsle>er that the word  

documents are to be in pdf or word 

format ( or type it out in your 

email) and the pictures are to be in 

a jpeg which is a universal format. 

Do not take it personal if you find I 

have returned your pics or  

documents for you to change. Also 

when downloading, cuEng and 

pas+ng from the internet then 

sending it in an email,  some+mes 

will lose the hyperlinks you have in 

your column. I will always try to 

retrieve them. 

Again I want to thank all of the 

members who  volunteer their +me 

to make this newsle>er possible. 

klouviere@live.com 

 

Kathleen Louviere 

April & May 

 Field Trip 

 
By Cookie Peeler 

 

 
The Field Trip Commi>ee has planned 

2 more field trips for this year.  

 

The April (28th) trip is to Brazos Bend 

State Park and the May 5th trip is one 

week later to Galveston.  

 

We just realized that the May trip is 

not in the Yearbook therefore most 

are not aware of it.  

 

We didn’t have a field trip in  

January because we wanted to have 

more good weather trips.  

 

The Galveston trip includes a  

guided tour of the Bishop’s Palace, 

Harbor and Dolphin tour, lunch at Wil-

lie Gs or Fisherman’s Wharf and shop-

ping on the strand as +me allows.  

 

What we would like to see is how 

many of you would be interested in 

the  

Galveston trip.  

 

Please email cpeeer1@comcast.net  

if you would be interested.  

 

We know how busy things can get at 

the end of the school year and want to 

be sure there is enough interest in 

pursuing this May field trip. 

Dues for SLGC are 

payable each 

spring, $30 for the 

following year.  

New members 

joining June 1-

December 31 shall 

pay $30 for the 

current year.  

New members 

joining January 1-

March 31 shall pay 

$20 for the current 

year. For new 

members joining in 

April, dues are $30 

and apply to the 

following garden 

club year. Each 

member receives a 

monthly news-

le>er and copy of 

the club yearbook.  

 



 2015 Garden Tour 

May 2 9:00 am—3:00 pm 

 

Garden Tour Volunteers 
1.  Bring aprons 

2.  Times    8:45 un3l 12:00 

                   11:45 un3l 3:00 

        If you signed up to sell 3ckets then you 

will be on a 2 hour shiE.  Please arrive 15 

minutes early. 

3.  If you want to purchase a personal ad 

contact Barbara Willy.  She can help you with 

the design.  Her number 281-265-4500. 

     If you know someone with a business and 

would like to purchase an ad contact Barbara 

as well. 

4.  We will have a subs3tute list for those 

that might be willing to fill in for someone 

that has a last minute problem.   

5.  All info on the 3cket must be in to  

Kathleen klouviere@live.com by April 

10th.  This includes any ads including  

personal ads.   

5.  Please do not park close to the 

house.  We would like to keep this for the 

tour guests. 

Garden Tour Update 
 

 

The May Garden Tour has eight gardens and they are 

all in Vene+an Estates. 

 

At the last mee+ng of the SLGC sign up sheets for  

garden volunteers were set up and several of the  

gardens were covered.  

There are s+ll several slots yet to be filled.  

The sheets will be presented again at the next 

mee+ng.  

We need volunteers to fill the remaining slots.  

There are some slots to be filled for +cket sales as 

well.  

Please contact Mary Bates or  

Mary Allen for 

further informa+on.  

April 15 

PREVIEW TOUR 
This tour is for members that will be working 

on the day of the tour and not have +me to see 

the gardens.  Homeowners will have a chance 

to meet other homeowners whose gardens are 

on the tour. 

We will be parking next to the fence at the  

K C Hall and leaving at 9:00.  If would be nice to 

carpool if possible.  We will be spending   

approximately 15 minutes at each garden. 

If you have ques+ons please contact Mary 

Bates at 281-565-0201 or cell 979-255-0350. 

 
 

$15.00 Admission 

“Listen To The Beauty of 

The Gardens in Vene+an 

Estates” 



Deadline to donate to East fort Bend Human Needs Ministry is SLGC general mee+ng on April 21. 

 

 As we have recently learned there is no Feinstein Challenge this year to benefit East Fort Bend Human 

Needs Ministry. EFBHNM has a food pantry and other emergency aid programs serving Fort Bend since 

1990. Today, the EFBHNM helps over 3,000 Fort Bend residents each month. 

 

 We are having our own challenge this year. SLGC has budgeted $500 to match dollar for dollar our  

members dona+ons. In other words, if members donate $500 , the club will donate a total of $1000.  

 

We do not to stop there!!! 

 

 As we did at the March general mee+ng, we will be collec+ng dona+ons for the EFBHNM at the general 

mee+ng on April 21. 

 

 Look for the table with the community service sign. Bring cash or checks. Make checks out to SLGC and put 

EFBHNM on memo line. If you want to donate and you are not able to make it to the mee+ng, email me. 

 Tax receipt forms will be available at the April 21 mee+ng. 

 

Help EFBHNM by shopping and /or dona+ng to the Tri-City Resale Shop. 

 

  All proceeds from Tri-Ciy Resale Shop go to fund the East Fort Bend Human Needs which is next door. 

 Tri-City churches Resale Shop is located at 425 Stafford Run. The hours of opera+on are Mon.- Sat. 10 am to 

4 pm, open late Wednesday to 7 pm. For more info, or to schedule a pickup for a  dona+on of furniture or 

other large items call 381- 499-8833 or email ResaleShop@HumanNeeds.org. 

 

Dona+on Deadline 

 

 

 

Help Fort Bend Womens Center with your dona+ons. 

 The Fort Bend Women's Center is another organiza+on that SLGC supports.You can shop and make dona+ons to 

their Penny Wise stores and dona+on centers at the following loca+ons: 

  Richmond     501 Hwy 90 A East, Richmond, 77469 

  Stafford        13645 Murphy, Stafford, 77477. This is a large store! 

  Missouri City Drop- off only, 4737 Hwy 6 at Dulles Mo. City 77459 

Hours of business are: 

 Mon. - Sat. 9-6, dona+ons accepted 9-5:30 

 Sunday  12 noon---5 pm, dona+ons accepted 12 noon--4:30 pm 

 Telephone number  for all stores:  281- 344- 5777. 



 

 

  DON’S CORNER 
By Don Johnson 

Nurseries of the Sea  

During our February trip to Port Aransas we explored some 

of the island’s wetlands.  According to the Master Natural-

ist’s handbook, Texas has lost more than half of its original 

wetlands which is similar to the habitat loss that we hear 

about with bu@erflies.  We toured the Wetlands Educa3on 

Center which is part of the University of Texas Marine Sci-

ence Ins3tute (UTMSI).  There are two main groups of wet-

lands, coastal and freshwater.  We explored the coastal wet-

lands during our stay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rivers and streams that bring fresh water to mix with the 

saline water of the gulf and the surrounding coastal habi-

tats, create estuaries.  Unique vegeta3on along the shores 

of the estuaries has been able to adapt to the salty water.  

 

 

 

 

 

The grasses of the marshes provide protec3on and the run-

off from rivers and streams brings the nutrients which 

makes the estuaries a perfect place for juvenile fish and 

shellfish to survive in the “Nurseries of the Sea.”   

 

 

 

According to the UTMSI, “estuaries are among the most fer-

3le areas of the world and produce more life each year than 

similarly sized land areas.”  In addi3on, the Texas coastal 

waters are visited by numerous waterfowl, especially during 

the migra3on seasons. 

 

Drought, water rights, coastal development, and storms are 

some of the hazards of the coastal wetlands.  According to 

the Environmental Protec3on Agency, more than half of the 

US popula3on lives in the coastal areas.  The coastal coun-

3es have been growing three 3mes faster than non-coastal 

coun3es.  The increased popula3on on the land has an ad-

verse effect on the coastal water and organisms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Runoff from yard fer3lizers and pes3cides, discharges from 

industries, sediment from construc3on sites, and runoff 

from parking lots, are detrimental to the estuaries. 

 

 

As gardeners we must be aware of the runoff, including yard 

waste, from our yards.  We live in the Galveston watershed 

and like all of the coastal river watersheds we are connected 

to the Gulf by the storm sewers that drain our yards and 

streets.  Runoff from our yards flows into streams and even-

tually makes its way to the coast, and has an impact on the 

coastal wetlands. 

 

 

 

Plants adapt to the salt water   

along the shore. 

  

Small school of fish in the estuary.  

Along the shore of the estuary. 

  

Great blue heron looking for food. 

Great Blue Heron ea3ng a fish in the 

wetlands. 

  

Green-winged teal in the wetlands. 



 

      APRIL 2015 HORTICULTURAL COLUMN 
                                                                   By 

                                                                   Paula Goodwin 

             

        

 

 

 

 

“The first supermarket appeared on the American 

landscape in 1946.  Un*l then where was all the 

food?  …It was in the homes, gardens, local fields 

and forests.  It was in the pantry, it was in the cel-

lar, it was in the backyard.”        Joel Saladin  

 
I took all these photos in the City of Sugar Land Municipal Court Juve-

nile Community Garden .  Enjoy. 

When I first volunteered to write this column seven years ago, I was 

working for the City of Sugar Land as the supervisor of the Municipal 

Court Juvenile Community Garden.  The program was an outstanding 

one where non-violent juveniles paid off fines working in the garden—

mostly for traffic and shopliEing offenses (well, there was one 11-year-

old jay-walker).  All of the organically grown vegetables were donated 

to the East Fort Bend Human Needs Ministry food bank.  It was a win-

win for everyone.  I was con3nually surprised about how ignorant teen-

agers were about gardening and wildlife.  It was a major learning expe-

rience for me as well as for the teenagers.  I had raised three sons and 

had gardened all of my life, but this job for three years was challeng-

ing—in the best way. The internet was invaluable in giving me ideas 

with what to do with 10 teenagers for 6 hours on a Saturday in January 

during a mostly dormant garden season.    

The first picture was the result of just two hours’ effort one spring 

aEernoon.  This girl came into the garden for the first 3me and in just a 

couple of hours she had harvested:  beets, radishes, onions, carrots, 

and various peppers. The delight in her was palpable as she pulled out 

each and every vegetable—it was if they were all buried treasure. 

What I took away from this job and from working in my grandpa’s vic-

tory garden, was how EASY it is grow food.  I would tell the teenagers, 

“Do you want to work to buy your food or do you want to work to grow 

your food?”  Your home-grown food can be organic, fresh, readily avail-

able, and almost free.  I considered this job not to be work, but a privi-

lege.  I loved it. 

Soil is key.  If you have that kind of soil where you can easily s3ck your 

hand into it bring it up to your nose and smell that earthy essence, you 

can grow anything in it.  

Veggies we grew:  cabbage; cauliflower; carrots; beets; onions; toma-

toes (the hardest vegetable to grow in our area); zucchini, green beans, 

cucumbers, yellow squash; leaf le@uces; Brussel sprouts; eggplant; 

kohlrabi; broccoli; okra; watermelon (small varie3es); cantaloupes; 

potatoes, strawberries; corn; sugar snap peas; garlic; leeks; green on-

ions; hot peppers; bush beans. Herbs:  Borage; lavender; verbena; bas-

il; parsley; cilantro.    Also:  Co@on and sugarcane to demonstrate to 

the kids how important these plants were to our city’s founding.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scooping up composted 

Sugar snap peas 

Using plumb line and level to 

fix the raised garden bed. 

Mulching strawberries 

Tomatoes! The hardest 

vegetable to grow here. 

Dona3on for the food bank 

The kids in my garden were what I am most proud of. A lot of 

them came back to the garden to visit me and the seeds they 

had planted. Hopefully, this experience gave them inspira�on 

to become future gardeners.  



SLGC Personality Spotlight 

 

 

 
April Workshop 

     Stone Flower on Board  
      by Lyne>e McQueen 

For this workshop we will an+que a sec+on of 

fence board and adhere stones to form a flow-

er. Your flower will also have a stem and a way 

to hang the board. 

Tuesday April 7, 10 am –12pm 

Imperial Park Recrea+on Center 

234 Matlage Way 

Sugar Land 

Chair: Gail Clarke 

GREENLEAF ARTICLE SUBMISSION  

DEADLINE 5th of the Month  
 

Send your ar+cle in either word format or email, 

no other programs please. Photos should be jpg. 

file and not a program download, please. 

 Send to both  

 

Kathleen Louviere, klouviere@live.com and 

Gay Chavez, GayChavez@earthlink.net  

 

 



April 28, 2015 

Brazos Bend State Park  

A Natural Wonder in Our Own Back Yard 

 
We will start our day with a guided hike around 40 

acre lake where one will experience a wide diversity of 

ecosystems as well as plant and animal life.  The area 

features hardwood forests, wetlands, aqua3c and 

coastal prairie ecosystems, a variety of birds, many of 

them aqua3c, plus the park’s most famous resident, 

the American alligator.  The trail itself is broad and 

hard packed, maintained for easy walking.  AEer the 

hike, we will visit the Nature Center which houses sta3c displays as well as live animals. 

By Cookie Peeler 

March Field Trip Recap 

Bayou Bend Gardens 

 

We toured philanthropist Ima 

Hogg’s mansion, which houses 

one of the Na+on’s best collec-

+ons of American an+ques, dec-

ora+ve art, pain+ngs and furni-

ture.  Included in her estate 

are eight formal gardens, which 

were designed by Ima to be a 

series of outdoor rooms for living 

and entertaining.  March was the 

perfect +me to visit the gardens, 

as the Azaleas were bloom. We 

also  enjoyed the new visitor’s 

center and gi. shop. 



 

  

  

 

Divine Delights 
Recipes Of Sugar Land Garden Club 

Easter Bunnies 

 

 

 

 
Lemon Raspberry Mini Trifles 

 
•1 Sara Lee frozen pound cake 

•6oz fresh or frozen raspberries 

•1 6oz basket fresh raspberries 

•1/2 cup sugar 

•1 egg 

•1 tablespoon unsalted bu@er 

•1 tablespoon lemon juice 

•Pinch of salt 

•2 cups chilled heavy whipping cream 

•1/4 cup powdered sugar 

S3r 6 ounces raspberries, 1/2 cup sugar, egg, lemon 

juice, bu@er and salt in a saucepan over medium heat 

un3l thickened and beginning to bubble around the edg-

es. if you are using frozen raspberries, thaw raspberries 

before cooking. Strain the raspberry mixture into a bowl, 

pressing the solids into the sides of the strainer. Refriger-

ate un3l cold.  

Add paper ears and a candy nose! 
Take the frozen pound cake out of the foil and trim off 

the crusts. Cut pound cake into half inch cubes. 
Whip whipping cream and powdered sugar in mixer un3l 

s3ff peaks form. Fold 1 cup of whipped cream into chilled 

raspberry curd. Place remaining whipped cream into a 

large pastry bag fi@ed with a large 3p. 

 

Spoon 1 teaspoon raspberry cream into shot glass. Layer 

in two lemon pound cake cubes and a fresh raspberry. 

Pipe in a layer of whipped cream. Place in two more 

pound cake cubes and a raspberry. Layer on another tea-

spoon of raspberry cream and pound cake cube. Pipe on 

a whipped cream star and garnish with a fresh raspberry. 

Grated lemon zest also makes a wonderful garnish. Re-

frigerate un3l ready to use. 
before use. 

Easter Nest Cookies Recipe 
 

INGREDIENTS 

 

– 1 package (16 oz.) Pillsbury® Ready To Bake!® 

sugar cookies 

– 1 container (12 oz.) fluffy white fros3ng 

– 1 cup flaked coconut 

– Food color 

∗ Jelly beans 

∗  

DIRECTIONS 

 

1. Heat oven to 350° F. Bake cookies as directed 

on package. Cool completely. 

 

2.Frost cookies. Add coconut to a 1-quart  

resalable food-storage plas3c bag.  

Add 2 to 3 drops favorite food color, shaking bag 

to blend color. It may be necessary to add 1 to 2 

teaspoons water to help disperse the color even-

ly or addi3onal food color un3l desired color is 

reached.  

Sprinkle about 1 teaspoon coconut on each cook-

ie. 

 

3.Top with jelly beans or candy coated chocolate 

peanut candy. 



 
 

 

 April 2  

SLGC Brookwood Community Garden Therapy Workday 

10:30 am—2:30 pm 

 

April 4 

Saturday with the Master Gardener 

See www.Xmg.com for +me and topic 

 

April 7 

SLGC Workshop 

Stone Flower on Board 

 

April 14 

SLGC Board Mee+ng Diane Schomburg’s 

Cookie Peeler Co-Host 

9:30 am social, 10:00 am business mee+ng 

 

April 16 

Na+ve Plant Society of Texas—Houston Chapter 

Houston Arboretum and Nature Center in Memorial Park 

Meet at 7:00 pm Program at 7:30 pm 

 

April 21 

SLGC Monthly Mee+ng 

 

April 28 

SLGC Field Trip 

Brazos Bend State Park 

A Natural Wonder In Our Own Backyard 

 

May 2 

SLGC Annual Garden Tour 

9:00 am—3:00 pm 

 

May 8 

Houston Federa+on Of Garden Clubs mee+ng 

10:00 am Houston Garden Center 

1500 Hermann Drive 

Houston 

General Meeting Monthly Plant Swap  
 

The plant swap takes place after the business meeting.  

It is not necessary to bring plants in order to take  

a plant.  

Keep in mind our three basic rules:  

 

∗Any plants that you bring should be labeled with the 

plant name  

∗Take home any plants you bring that do not get  

adopted  

∗Remove plants from the table only when the swap  

begins  

Please be courteous to others as you select one or two 

plants then let others have a turn. You can go back again 

for more plants if they are still available.  

Get digging!  

 

SLGC EVENT PHOTOS  
 

 

Photos of our past events are needed 

in order to document our club  

history.  

Photo credit for your contribu+ons will 

be given. Please email your photo files 

in high resolu+on jpg format to Terri 

Hurley  or 

 Carrie Sample. 

           
 

April CALENDER OF EVENTS  May 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

 

Special Announcements 

 

 

Spring Installa+on of Officers Lunch 
 

Tuesday, May 19 11:00am – 1:00pm            $22.00 each 

 

Riverbend Country Club 
1214 Dulles Avenue 

Sugar Land, Texas 

 

 

           Riverbend Salad with Raspberry-Chipotle Dressing 

Chicken Tuscan 

Carrot wrapped Asparagus 

Wild blended rice pilaf 

Crème Brulee  

Sign up at April mee+ng!!!  Don’t miss out!!! 

 

Email Roseanne if you can’t make the mee+ng –  

Checks must be in by May 13 

Roseanne Mayer roseanne.mayer@gmail.com 813 352 2704 


