
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

This cooler weather has been such a delight.  All of my plants and flowers 
are also enjoying the change.  

The Fall  has been a very busy time for this President.  Thanks to Cheryl 
Swanson, Jeanmarie Short, Beverly Williams, Terri Hurley and Gail 
Clarke for helping clean out and move to a smaller storage unit in New 
Territory.  This is saving the club almost $200 a month!  The Knights of 
Columbus has changed our rent from $150 to $250 (they originally want-
ed more than this - but I reminded them how clean we leave their facility 
and that we were a charity organization.)   

Fifteen members met at The Egg and I yesterday (Nov. 4) to start prepar-
ing for next year's Fall Festival and Plant Sale.  This may seem early, but 
such a large event needs preparation.  We want to structure the festival 
the same as last year with a little tweaking.   We are dividing the respon-
sibilities for this event between several chairmen with a coordinator 
managing only the chairmen.   

Thanks to the following:  Terri Hurley for being chairman of the Plants, 
Jean Waleke and Jaye Talus  will be facilities chairmans,  Debe Fannin 
will be the chairman for the volunteers, Kathleen Louviere will be the 
marketing and vendors chairman, Jeanmarie Short will be the exhibit 
chairman, Kathy Hradecky will be the sponsor chairman, Jacquie Sonkin 
will be the Children’s Activities chairman.  

Each of our chairmen will need a committee to help, so please consider 
which committee would be the best 'fit' for yourself and let the chairman 
know! 

Just heard from Coleta Presley who wants us to know that she misses be-
ing with us and will return when possible. 

Hope to see you at our November meeting and at the coming Field Trip 
and Craft workshop! 

Please let us know if you need a ride coming to the meeting. 

 Carrie Sample 

 

                                                 Rummage Sale 
At our November general meeting we will be having a rummage sale of items we 

no longer need in the storage unit.  There are baskets, mosaic flower pots, scrap-

booking supplies and other goodies.  They will each have a suggested donation 

price. 
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            It’s Fall!   
 
 
We’re off Daylight Savings Time, 

the air is crispish, and the red’s 

and oranges are trying their best 

to find places to display them-

selves in our land-

scapes.  Enter T Polk, “The Head 

Plant Geek” at Mother Nature 

Landscapes, a Houston company 

providing organic landscape solu-

tions. 

 

T Polk is a native Texan and 

Houstonian with 28 years in the 

retail and wholesale areas of the 

Nursery and Landscaping indus-

tries.  She holds an Associate De-

gree in Horticulture as well as cer-

tification in the Harris County 

Master Gardener Program. A 

member of the OHBA (Organic 

Horticulture Business Alli-

ance), T has been the proud own-

er and operator of Mother Nature 

Landscapes for the past 7 years. 

 

 

For her talk she will be bringing to 

us her specialization in ornamen-

tal horticulture and edible land-

scapes as well as her dedication to 

earth-friendly practice through 

the use of  native plant choices, 

organic products and recy-

cling. T enjoys  

strolling though nurseries, gar-

dening with her family and con-

tinuing education in environmen-

tally sustainable practices. 

 

Though we are sorry that our 

scheduled 

speaker, Brenda Smith, will not be 

talking to us about her “Ten Com-

mandments of Lazy Gardening” 

because of a family emergency, we 

have much to learn from this able 

speaker.  We will keep Brenda in 

our thoughts and prayers and 

look forward to her possibly 

speaking to us another time. 

 

Join us Tuesday, March 18, for a 

show-and-tell presentation that 

will help those reds and oranges 

find their rightful places in our 

Fall-Winter gardens and land-

scapes. 

 

Her website 

 www.mothernaturelandscapes.com 

 

 

 

MEMBER  

YEAR BOOKS  

November 18, 2014 Guest Speaker  T Polk   
                          FALL GARDENING  
                   MOTHER NATURE’S WAY 

Dues for SLGC are 

payable each spring, 

$30 for the following 

year.  

New members joining 

June 1-December 31 

shall pay $30 for the 

current year.  

New members joining 

January 1-March 31 

shall pay $20 for the 

current year. For new 

members joining in 

April, dues are $30 

and apply to the fol-

lowing garden club 

year. Each member 

receives a monthly 

newsletter and copy of 

the club yearbook.  



Propagation By Barbara Keller

My earliest memory of propagation is walking along the dew dampened 4 O’Clocks 

in Pennsylvania with my grandmother as a three year old in the early morning sun 

to collect seeds.   I can’t remember a time in my childhood when I didn’t have wa-

ter filled “honey bear” jars with rooting clippings or vegetables lining the garage 

windows and then the kitchen windows if I ran out of space.  I learned how to sep-

arate blue flag bulbs before I was old enough to go to school.  I can recall the taste 

of sun warmed tomatoes picked and directly eaten from my very own “tomato gar-

den”.  I learned that forsythia could easily be grown by sticking them into the 

ground but that lilac clippings would not survive the same technique.  Lilac clip-

pings also taught me, in that pre-internet age, my family couldn’t teach me how to 

grow all that I wanted to grow. In the gardens of my childhood there weren’t many 

ways in which I was prohibited from exploring. 

My grandparent’s house came complete with a root cellar and as a child I measured the end of summer by 

the fat slugs leaving the walls of this cellar to drink morning dew.  Just as there weren’t many rules for my gardening 

so there weren’t in my exploration of nature, at least until I created situations that required rules.  I once tried to 

remedy the lack of tent caterpillars on our fruit trees by gathering several (yes multiple) galvanized pails full of tent 

caterpillars which I then overnighted in the garage with the intention of placing them the next morning.   

Unfortunately, my plan unraveled when my grandfather found the caterpillars in the garage trying to climb 

to high ground on walls, light fixtures, ceiling, the car etc. the next morning.  Although the caterpillars were con-

tained in the garage, the chipmunk I tried to coax to live in the maple tree outside my bedroom window was not.  He 

escaped into my mattress and by the time I was willing to concede defeat (and tell a grownup), I needed a new one.   

In “Childhood's Garden: Memory and Meaning of Gardens”, Francis states “Gardens are places of special 

meaning and memories. For children, gardens are places to develop ideas and attitudes toward the natural and built 

world. Children carry with them into adolescence and adulthood strong memories and images of favorite childhood 

gardens. These memories directly shape adult images and attitudes of landscapes, both private and public.” “The 

garden is first and foremost an idea and that children develop early and carry with them as memories of events and 

images of places throughout life.” (Francis 1995)  The Francis study found that the most significant  “garden” memo-

ries centered around places that included a natural wilderness, water, a building actual or nature created, to which 

children could escape in the garden, trees and a place where they could plant, explore, or create freely. 

My name is Barbara and the garden of my childhood had all of those same qualities and that garden where 

a three year old explored and the surrounding fields, meadows and woods that were later considered part of my 

“garden” are likely the reason for my love of plants and nature today.  The love of that first garden is why I spend an 

inordinate amount of time trying to preserve one tiny Northern Nostalgia bed in my Texas garden.  That garden is 

the reason I graph plants/trees like a surgeon, so as to save the parent and the baby plant.  The fearlessness I learned 

in that garden allowed me to plant thousands of trays of milkweed in my backyard greenhouse, absolutely certain I 

would be successful when others were having difficulty growing them.  That garden is why I have prairie, humming-

bird, butterfly, and shade, aquatic and vegetable gardens today. 

 In my free time, I advocate for nature, especially nature in peril such as coastal tall grass prairies, endangered polli-

nator plant/monarchs and the wild gardens of our world.  The place you are most likely to find me advocating is with 

children as they are the future of all of our gardens.  I hope by sharing the emotions and memories of my childhood 

garden, I’ll show you the importance of creating a garden for the children in your life and in our future.  I hope you 

will give the children in your life the chance to explore the gardens of wilderness safely so they will remember the 

gardens of their childhood as fondly as I do.   

If you find my writing worthy of occasionally substituting for Paula, I hope you will travel with me as I write about 

my education and exploration of propagation, gardening, nature and the preservation of the places I loved as a child 

and have grown to love as an adult. 

Barbara Keller-Willy 

“However many years she lived, Mary always felt that 'she should never forget 
that first morning when her garden began to grow'.”  
― Frances Hodgson Burnett, The Secret Garden    



By Debe Fannin 

 Fort Bend Women’s Center Chair  

The SLGC Christmas donation drive starts in November at the general meeting, November 18, 2014. 

Come to the community Services table to donate!  

Every Christmas SLGC makes a donation to the Fort Bend women's Center. The last 3 years we have 

donated money to enable the Fort Bend Women's center to purchase food from the Food Bank. The 

center's nonprofit status allows the center to purchase food at a significant discount.  

The Fort Bend Women's Center provides a 24 hour hotline and emergency shelter for women and chil-

dren who are victims of family violence and sexual assault.  

The center provides medical, legal and employment services to its clients  

The center has a nonresidential program to assist clients to establish households independent of abus-

ers.  

The center's educational outreach has programs to educate young audiences on subjects such as signs 

of abuse, dating violence and the components of a healthy relationship.  

The Fort Bend women's Center operates Pennywise resale shops and one drop off center in our area:  

Resale shops:  

501 Hwy 90E 13645                             Murphy Rd. suite109  

Richmond, TX. 77469                          Stafford, TX. 77477  

 

Drop off center:  

4737 Highway 6 S  

Missouri City ( 6 and Dulles )  

Go to www.fortbendwomenscenter.org for more information.  

 

          Field Trip Oct 28, 2014 Arbor Gate 

        A fantastic time was had by all who attended!  

   
 



“The Only People  You Do Not Know Are The Friends You Have not Yet Met”….. 

Pam Allan 
 

 

Childhood, for me, will always be inextricably linked to the magic of a garden.  
Raised on the great African plateau in the country of Zimbabwe, a land blessed 
with rich loamy soils and one of the most temperate climates in the world, it was 
a gardener’s paradise. My parents caught the gardening bug early on and 
worked hard to create a garden filled with color and fragrance that was the back-
drop to my childhood. I have vivid memories of their English-style garden filled 
with towering hollyhocks, dahlias, Iceland poppies, agapanthus, calla lilies, fox-
gloves and marigolds.  The heady fragrance of roses, gardenia, Yesterday, To-
day and Tomorrow, sweet peas, guavas and lemon blossom will always take me 
straight back to the garden of my childhood.  

 

Gardeners have a way of attracting other gardeners. My husband, a native 
South African, raised by parents who loved to garden, shares my love of gar-
dening.  Together we have created gardens wherever our travels have taken us 
both internationally and in various cities throughout the USA. 

 

As transplants to the Houston area, we quickly discovered that gardening in the 
Upper Gulf coast’s climate and heavy clay soils requires a unique set of garden-
ing skills and know-how. Our enthusiasm was no match for our ignorance of 
local growing conditions. Help was clearly needed! Joining the Sugar Land Gar-
den Club soon after we settled in Missouri City was one of the best decisions 
I’ve ever made.  I discovered a room full of eager, knowledgeable gardeners 
who generously shared their gardening tips, plant material and friendship and 
set me on the path to success. In time I enrolled in the Fort Bend Master Gar-
dener program and took on various community gardening projects like the Lex-
ington Creek Butterfly garden designed to help grow the next generation of gar-
deners. 

 

There is always something new to learn as you develop a garden.  Currently my 
husband and I are focused on growing our vegetable gardening skills.  We have 
a small but prolific year round vegetable garden that produces about two thirds 
of the produce we consume using organic gardening techniques.  

 

Knowing what a difference expert advice can make to those who want to get 
growing in the Houston area, I recently launched a website 
www.yourhoustongarden.com to help beginner to intermediate level gardeners 
grow their skill level. It has been a joy to feature the advice of local experts who 
know how what works in the Houston area, including several of Sugar Land Gar-
den Club’s own members. 

 

I am so grateful for those who have touched my life and shown me how to put 

SLGC Personality Spotlight:  

 



Not Your Grandmother’s Flannel 

At our last garden club meeting I was commenting to Paula Goodwin how difficult it is to write about a new topic every 

month.  Without hesitation she said, “Write about asps because my granddaughter was stung by one while in a pool.”    Before 

I left the room, Paula mentioned one more time, “Asps!”  Years ago Penny was working in our garden and came into the house 

complaining about the stinging marks on her arm.  We later found out that she had been stung 

by an asp.  We hadn’t lived in Texas very long at that point and had never heard of an asp, other 

than the venomous snake. 

The asp is a common name for the southern flannel moth, a small 

(1 – 1.5 inches) yellow moth. Another name for the moth is puss 

caterpillar, so called because of the fur-like body of a cat.  To oth-

ers the fine hairs of the southern flannel moth caterpillar look like 

flannel.   The moth emerges in the spring from a cocoon and lays 

several hundred eggs. Eggs are laid in rows on a variety of host 

plants and eclose in six to eight days.   

The larvae, like other caterpillars, molt five or six times getting 

more “hairy” as they grow.  They change their appearance as they 

age.    The cat-like furry bodies contain hollow venomous needle-like spines that produce a 

painful reaction.  The toxicity of the stings increases as caterpil-

lars age.  When mature, the caterpillars are 1 to 1 ½ inches long.  

Their teardrop shape tapers to a tail of silky hairs of yellow, gray 

or reddish brown.  

 Like other caterpillars, the southern flannel moth is controlled 

somewhat by parasitic wasps and flies.   The wasps and flies de-

posit their eggs into the caterpillar where they eclose and con-

sume the host’s insides.  Wasps or flies then emerge from the cat-

erpillar, and the host dies. 

Gardeners must be observant when working in their yards.  The praying 

mantis egg case looks similar to the southern flannel caterpillar; however 

the egg case is very hard and one should not use a finger to see the differ-

ence.  While researching this article I found more than one reference com-

paring the appearance of the asp to a toupee, but the most fascinating one was a 2013 article by Gwen 

Pearson for Wired magazine where she states, “Never touch anything that looks like Donald Trump’s hair.” 

 

           Sugar Land Garden Club member Don Johnson , is a member of the Fort Bend Master Gardeners’     

Entomology Group and of the Texas Master Naturalists, Coastal Prairie Chapter.  

            Don’s Nature Corner  

 

A  big thank you goes out to Jeanmarie Short and Cheryl 
Swanson for help cleaning out the old storage unit.  (A word of 

advice, if you want to organize your closets at home, give 
Jeanmarie a call - she is fantastic!) 

Also a big thanks to Gail Clarke, Terri Hurley, Beverly Wil-

liams, and my husband for offering their vehicles and their 

muscles to move our items from the old storage room to the 

new one!!!! 

 

 



November  

Hostess 

Host Chair   

 Sue Jordan 
 

Hosts 
 

Talat Ahmed 
Karen Byram 
Agnes Chadik 

Gretchen Cockerill 
Debra Dowden 

Donna-Jean Dyer 
Sharon Forlano 

Stephanie Goldstein 
Frieda Gordon 
Don Johnson 

Perry Johnson 
Nadine Johnston 

Kelly Kaleta 
Mary AnnKovach 

Diana Miller 
Eulalia Nichols 
Leslie Niemand 
Sharon Pence 
Anna Sands 

Mary Ellen Twiss 
 

Thank you ! 
 
 

       Upcoming Events November 2014 

Tuesday November 18  

Arbor Day Celebration 

Please plan to join in our annual Sugar Land Garden Club Arbor Day Celebra-

tion shortly after the conclusion of our regular 

club meeting on November 18th.  This is a fun 

time to gather in the fresh air and view our 

tangible contributions to our city.  

Our Arbor Day Celebration for this Garden 

Club year will be held in Paum Springs Dog 

Park. The City of Sugar Land has again re-

quested trees for this area of the Memorial 

Park.  

It is pleasant to think that in a few years from 

now when all of the trees we have donated to the park are mature and full, our 

efforts will still be appreciated and enjoyed by many.   

 

 

 

Tuesday November 25 

Cockrell Butterfly Center  

 

After an early lunch in the museum district 
at 11 a.m., we’ll head over to the Cockrell 

Butterfly Center at the Museum of Natural 
Science for an afternoon self-guided tour. 

This is a living exhibit that showcases hun-
dreds of live butterflies in a rainforest set-
ting. The central conservatory is a three-
story glass cone filled with tropical plants 

and exotic butterflies. During a typical visit, 
one can expect to see 50 to 60 different spe-

cies of the world’s largest and most colorful butterfly species, flying 
through the balmy air, hovering over flowers or sipping fruit juice – and 

occasionally, landing on visitors!  

 

 

 



SLGC EVENT PHOTOS  

Photos of our past events are needed in order to docu-

ment our club history.  

Photo credit for your contributions will be 

given. Please email your photo files in 

high resolution jpg format to Terri Hurley  

terri.hurley@comcast.net  

November 11  

SLGC Board Meeting 

Roseanne Mayer’s home, Kathy  Hradecky is Co-Host. 

9:30 a.m. social, 10:a.m. business meeting 

November 14 

Houston Federation of Garden Clubs Meeting 

10:a.m. Houston Garden Center, 1500 Hermann Drive, Houston 

November 18 

SLGC Monthly Meeting & Arbor Day Celebration 

9:30 a.m. Social, 10:00 a.m. business meeting 

November 20 

Native Plant Society of Texas—Houston Chapter 

Houston Arboretum and Nature Center 

Memorial Park 7:30 p.m. 

November 25 

SLGC Field Trip—Cockrell Butterfly Center 

Lunch 11:00 a.m. field trip to follow 

December 2 

SLGC Workshop 

December 4 

SLGC Brookwood Community Garden Workday 

10:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 

December 9 

SLGC A Christmas Luncheon 

GREENLEAF ARTICLE SUBMISSION  

DEADLINE 1st Day of the Month  

Send your article in either word format or email, no other pro-

grams please. Photos should be jpg. file and not a program 

download, please. Send to both  

Kathleen Louviere, klouviere@live.com and Gay Chavez, Gay-

Chavez@earthlink.net  

General Meeting Monthly Plant Swap  

The plant swap takes place after the business meeting.  

It is not necessary to bring plants in order to take a plant.  

Keep in mind our three basic rules:  

∗ Any plants that you bring should be labeled with the plant 
name  

∗ Take home any plants you bring that do not get adopted  

∗ Remove plants from the table only when the swap begins  

Please be courteous to others as you select one or two plants 
then let others have a turn. You can go back again for more 

plants if they are still available.  

Get digging!  

  

Like us on facebook! 

Please email klouviere@live.com all 

of your fav gardening websites ! 



Workshop 
December 2,2014 

Tied Ribbon Wreath, by Lynette McQueen 

 
Come tie one on, ribbon that is, in this tied ribbon wreath project. For this workshop we will tie strips of 

material on embroidery hoops to make adorable Christmas wreaths. 

Tuesday, December 2, 9:30 a.m. –12:30 p.m. 

Imperial Park Recreation Centter 

234 Matlage Way, Sugar Land Texas 77478 

Chair: Gail Clarke 

The Christmas Luncheon    
December 9, 11:00 am to 1:00 pm  

Knights of Columbus Hall        

                       
As we have done in the past, each member will bring a contribution 

to the luncheon – salad, veg, meat, or desert.  Please sign up so we 

can plan!   Don’t forget to bring an ornament to exchange…  We are 

having a cookie exchange this year!  

How will it work?  If you’d like to participate, bring  

your favorite cookies in zip lock bags, 6 in each bag.  We suggest you 
bring 6 bags (3 dozen).  Include your recipe, note if nut free or glu-
ten free!  We will gather all the cookies together, and then everyone 
will be able to select the number of bags they brought for yummy 
eating at home!    



DECEMBER 9, 2014DECEMBER 9, 2014DECEMBER 9, 2014DECEMBER 9, 2014    

A Christmas LuncheonA Christmas LuncheonA Christmas LuncheonA Christmas Luncheon    

11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Knights Of Columbus  Hall 

702 Burney Road 

Sugar Land 

No charge for members or guests 

Social ChairSocial ChairSocial ChairSocial Chair    

Roseanne Mayer 

Social CommitteeSocial CommitteeSocial CommitteeSocial Committee    

Caroline Hall, Terri Hurley, Sue Yip 

HostsHostsHostsHosts    

Deborah Birge, Matthew Hurley, Roseanne Mayer, Diane Meyer, Jo 

Beth Moore, Mary Pat Rafferty, Robin Rettew, Donna Romaine, 

Marilynn Zieg/Scanlin 

    


