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Presidents Message 

Hope this Greenleaf finds each of you in a Fes/ve Mood.  Just remember in 

the middle of all the hustle and bustle to take care of yourselves!  Take /me 

to smell the roses, pansies, calendulas, phlox or whatever are your favorite 

cool weather flowers!  I have included my pictures of all four of these which 

are blooming in my garden.  Have you no/ced how long roses last in this cool 

weather? 

In the south, cool weather bloomers are my favorites.  Have you ever tried to 

plant ranunculus or anemones bulbs?  Their flowers almost look almost ar/fi-

cial with their coloring and shape.  In Houston, the bulbs can be planted from 

Halloween to Christmas.  Mary Ann Kovach is trying them this year.  We will 

have to get pictures from her when they are blooming! 

Wonder how many of our members have actually experienced a white Christ-

mas?  We came close less than 10 years ago when we had a slight snowfall 

on Christmas Eve.  From reading in books, snow can create a magical 

se;ng.  I hear that dealing with snow can be quite a problem, but I sure 

would like to experience the feeling at least once. 

A big thanks goes out to Roseanne Mayer and her commi=ee for an enjoya-

ble Christmas luncheon.  Also to Rose Ann Acosta for arranging our 

Brookwood Workday and last but  by no means last to Mary Bates, Mary Al-

len and Cheryl Swanson for acquiring gardens for the Garden Tour.  News-

flash:  Mary Ann Twist (one of our Vice Presidents) will have her garden on 

our tour!   

January will be a slow month for our garden club, so everyone can catch their 

breaths aDer the holidays!  At our general mee/ng, Bill Marberry will teach 

us how to be an ar/st with our shovels.  It is said that in the winter, garden-

ers get a chance to dream and build their gardens for the coming year.  Per-

haps, his talk at the mee/ng will kick start us for 2015!  

Hope to see each of you there! 

Un/l then, everyone have a Merry Christmas and may the  

New Year bring good things your way! 
 

Carrie 

Newsle�er of The Sugar Land Garden Club, Established 1932 

Www.sugarlandgardenclub.org 



 

 
 

Ruby Jewel is a florist. She owns The Flower Shoppe and has for twenty 

years.  She knows flowers and she knows her customers.  She strives to 

create just the right floral design for each person and each special 

event.  She truly cares for her customers, and inevitably, they care for 

her. 
  

She believes that “the color white promotes healing of spirit, that white 

light is a natural pain reliever, increasing and maintaining energy levels 

and relieving depression and iner/a.”  Jasmine is “good for bringing love 

and promo/ng op/mism; it alleviates doubts.”  “Snapdragons are a nat-

ural reducer of anger.”  There are several other /ps for plants and their 

healing spir-

its.                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                      
  

But Ruby’s own heart needs 

tending.  Since the death of 

her sister Daisy, she has ne-

glected herself.   Interes/ng-

ly, what Ruby needs has a 

tendency to walk through 

the front door of her florist 

shop. 
  

During the Christmas sea-

son, if you need an upliDing 

story about friendship and 

the strength of love or even 

a li=le sprinkling of flower 

power, you’ll want to put 

The Art of Arranging Flowers 

on your Christmas list. 

The Novel Women Book Club of Sugar Land  
                   BOOK REVIEW - fiction 

The Art of Arranging Flowers 
 by Lynne Branard 

 

Membership Dues 
 

 

 

Dues for SLGC are paya-

ble each spring, $30 for 

the following year.  

New members joining 

June 1-December 31 

shall pay $30 for the 

current year.  

New members joining 

January 1-March 31 

shall pay $20 for the 

current year. For new 

members joining in 

April, dues are $30 and 

apply to the following 

garden club year. Each 

member receives a 

monthly newsle=er and 

copy of the club year-

book.  



Poem By Robert Frost 

Tree at my window, win-

dow tree, 

My sash is lowered when 

night comes on; 

But let there never be  

curtain drawn 

Between you and me. 

 

Vague dream head lifted 

out of the ground, 

And thing next most diffuse 

to cloud, 

Not all your light tongues 

talking aloud 

Could be profound. 

 

But tree, I have seen you 

taken and tossed, 

And if you have seen me 

when I slept, 

You have seen me when I 

was taken and swept 

And all but lost. 

 

That day she put our heads 

together, 

Fate had her imagination 

about her, 

Your head so much con-

cerned with outer, 

Mine with inner, weather. 

Garden Club Tree Dedica'on Ceremony  

The wind died down and the sun shined warmly. 

It was indeed a beau/ful aDernoon for our annu-

al Garden Club tree dedica/on. The event was 

held in the Pawm Springs Dog Park area of the 

Sugar Land Memorial Park. Those in a=endance 

to par/cipate in the dedica/on were Garden Club 

members: President Carrie Sampson, Beverly 

Baumann and Lesley Durgin. The City of Sugar 

Land was represented by Mr. Joe Chesser and Mr. 

William Hajdik.  A lesson in tree plan/ng was giv-

en by Mr. Hajdik and a dedica/on poem was read 

by Beverly Baumann. 



November Field Trip to Cockrell Butter ly Center  

Debra Dowden 

Sue Blodge( 

Diana Miller 

Marie 

LaBelle 

Be(y 

 

By Debe Fannin 

 Fort Bend Women’s Center Chair  

 

The SLGC Christmas dona/on drive starts in November at the general mee/ng, November 18, 2014. Come to the communi-

ty Services table to donate!  

Every Christmas SLGC makes a dona/on to the Fort Bend women's Center. The last 3 years we have donated money to en-

able the Fort Bend Women's center to purchase food from the Food Bank. The center's nonprofit status allows the center 

to purchase food at a significant discount.  

The Fort Bend Women's Center provides a 24 hour hotline and emergency shelter for women and children who are vic/ms 

of family violence and sexual assault.  

The center provides medical, legal and employment services to its clients  

The center has a nonresiden/al program to assist clients to establish households independent of abusers.  

The center's educa/onal outreach has programs to educate young audiences on subjects such as signs of abuse, da/ng vio-

lence and the components of a healthy rela/onship.  

The Fort Bend women's Center operates Pennywise resale shops and one drop off center in our area:  

Resale shops:  

501 Hwy 90E 13645                             Murphy Rd. suite109  

Richmond, TX. 77469                          Stafford, TX. 77477  

 

Drop off center:  

4737 Highway 6 S  

Missouri City ( 6 and Dulles )  

Go to www.fortbendwomenscenter.org for more informa/on.  

Debra Dowden 

Sue Blodge( 

Diana Miller 

Marie LaBelle 

Be(y Pren'ss 

Cookie Peeler 
 



 

“Inspira	onal Thoughts On Insects, Birds And Animals” 

 

 One of the first and most obvious quali'es about the cardinal is his color. Cardinal red is so called because it is one 

of the three primary colors. The primary colors are red, blue and yellow. All other colors are a combina'on of 

these three basic colors. That the visual spectrum begins with red hints at the importance of the cardinal, begin-

ning with his powerful visual presence.  

For Chris'ans, cardinal red is the color symbolic of the blood of Christ and the hope humanity gained from his resur-

rec'on.  Red is worn on the day of Pentecost as a sign to celebrate the birth of the Chris'an Church as well as on 

Christmas to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Red is symbolic of steadfast faith. 

Another notable quality is that cardinals are year round residents. As they do not migrate like most other birds, car-

dinals represent a twelve-month cycle. Twelve is considered a powerful cycle in nature as it represents the spectrum 

of the seasons and the full circle of life. Cardinals also lay eggs that hatch within twelve days. Due to their twelve-

month residency and their twelve-day incuba'on, the number twelve is strongly associated with the cardinal. While 

the cardinal’s song can be loud, it is extremely clear. When a cardinal calls out, it sounds precisely like the words 

“cheer, cheer”. Another unusual quality is that the male and female cardinals sing together. They actually appear to 

communicate with one another. While most female birds are usually well camouflaged in their quietness, the female 

cardinal has a voice in the en're cardinal ma(er. Interes'ngly, the base root of the word cardinal is actually connect-

ed to the word cross.  It comes from the Old Norse word, kross and the La'n word, crux. For the ancient Romans, the 

La'n word crux, had come to mean “a guidepost that gives direc'ons at a place where one road becomes two”.  

The word cardinal originates from the La'n word cardinali, meaning principal or chief.  The family of birds, known as the Cardinalis, takes its 

name from the color of the cassocks worn by the cardinal priests.  

Cardinal is also rooted in the heart, origina'ng from the root word cardo, meaning heart. Cardo, also stems into the word cardinis, used for 

the hinge of a door, or a pivot; that on which something turns. In La'n, cardo means hinge or axis, something on which all else depends.  

It is illegal to own a Cardinal as a pet or to kill one; they are a government-protected wild bird species and protected pursuant to the 

"Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918." 

The Cardinal’s lifespan can be up to fi>een years! 

The word Dragonfly and the family 

it belongs to, Odonata, have evolved 

from the many myths associated 

with Dragonflies and their cousins, 

the Damselflies. It has its source in 

the myth  that Dragonflies were 

once Dragons. The family name 

Odonata, comes from the Greek 

word for tooth, as Odanates were 

believed to have teeth.  

The Dragonfly symbolizes change: 

the kind of change that has its 

source in mental and emo'onal ma-

turity and the understanding of the 

deeper meaning of life. Dragonflies, 

scurrying across the water, repre-

sent an act of going beyond what is 

on the surface and looking into the 

deeper implica'ons and aspects of 

life. The Dragonfly exhibits irides-

cence both on its wings as well as on 

its body. Iridescence is the property 

of an object to show itself in differ-

ent colors depending on the angle 

and polariza'on of light falling on it. 

The Dragonfly normally lives most of 

its life as a nymph. It flies for only a 

frac'on of its life and not usually 

more than a few months. The adult 

Dragonfly “does it all” in these few 

months and leaves nothing to be 

desired. This style of life symbolizes 

and exemplifies the virtue of living 

life to the fullest. By living in the mo-

ment you are aware of whom you 

are, where you are, what you are 

doing, what you want, what you 

don’t and make informed choices on 

a moment-by-moment  basis. Know-

ing life will end here one day, the 

Dragonfly reminds us of the delicate 

balance of living life “in joy”. These 

abili'es let you live your life without 

regrets like the great Dragonfly. 

 

By 

K Louviere 

DRAGONFLY 

DAMSELFLY 



 
Herbgrower's Icebox Bu(er Cookie Recipe With Rosemary and Cranberries 

∗ I cup bu(er, so>ened 

∗ 11/2 cups granulated sugar 

∗ 1/2 cup firmly packed light brown sugar 

∗ 1 Tbsp. vanilla extract 

∗ 2 large eggs 

∗ 31/2 cups all purpose flour 

∗ 1/2 tsp. baking soda 

∗ 1/2 tsp. salt 

∗ 1 cup finely chopped dried sweetened cranberries 

∗ 2 Tbsp. orange zest 

∗ 2 Tbsp. fresh rosemary, minced 

                     Submi(ed By Jean Short 

 

Beat bu(er, sugars, and vanilla with electric mixer un'l 

fluffy. 

Add eggs, one at a 'me, bea'ng un'l just blended. 

S'r together flour, baking soda, and salt.  Gradually add to 

bu(er mixture, bea'ng un'l just blended. 

S'r in cranberries, orange zest, and rosemary. 

Shape dough into 4 logs, about 2 inches in diameter, or 

smaller, as desired. 

Wrap in plas'c wrap and chill 8 hours to 3 days, or wrap 

'ghtly and freeze for future use. 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. 

Place parchment on cookie sheets. Cut logs into 1/4 inch 

thick slices, Place on parchment. 

Bake 8-12 minutes un'l lightly browned.  Remove from bak-

ing sheet and cool on wire rack, about 20 minutes. 

Makes 8-10 dozen 

Divine Delights 
Recipes Of Sugar Land Garden Club 

 

∗ 1 cup sugar 

∗  2 teaspoons dried 

lavender 

∗  1/8 teaspoon salt 

∗  4 egg whites, room 

temperature 

∗  1/2 teaspoon cream 

of tartar 

∗  6 drops purple food 

coloring 

Combine sugar and laven-

der in food processor un'l lavender is reduced to dust. 

In stand mixer with whisk a(achment, beat egg whites 

and cream of tartar un'l so> peaks form. 

Add sugar/lavender slowly and con'nue to beat un'l s'ff 

peaks form. 

Add food coloring and con'nue to beat un'l color is even. 

Spoon meringue into a large Ziploc bag. 

Cut a small hole in one corner of the bag and pipe me-

ringue into dollops onto baking sheets sprayed with non-

s'ck cooking spray. 

Bake 45 minutes at 225 degrees. Turn off oven and allow 

to cool completely before removing cookies. 

          Lavender Meringue Cookies                               Ginger Snaps 

∗ 2 cups flour 

∗  1/2 teaspoon baking soda 

∗  1/4 teaspoon salt 

∗  1 teaspoon cinnamon 

∗  1/2 teaspoon cloves 

∗  3/4 cup bu(er, room temperature 

∗  3/4 cup sugar 

∗  1/4 cup brown sugar 

∗  1/4 cup molasses 

∗  1 egg 

∗  2 teaspoon fresh ginger, grated 

∗  1/2 cup sugar (for rolling) 

Combine flour, baking soda, salt cinnamon and cloves 

 together in a bowl and set aside. 

Cream bu(er and sugar together in mixer. 

Add sugar, brown sugar, molasses, egg, ginger and flour mix 

to bowl and mix un'l fully com-

bined. 

Refrigerate for one hour to firm. 

Form into 1 1/2” balls, roll in 

sugar and space 2” apart on un-

greased baking sheets. 

Using the bo(om of a glass, 

press cookies flat. 

Bake at 350 degrees for 15 

minutes, un'l edges begin to brown. 



DEC    CALENDER OF EVENTS  JAN 

 

December 2 

SLGC Workshop 

December 4 

SLGC Brookwood Community Garden Workday 

10:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 

December 6  

“Saturday with the Master Gardener” 

See www.Umg.com for /me and topic 

December 9 

SLGC A Christmas Luncheon 

11:00 am—1:00 pm 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

January 3 

Saturday with the Master Gardener 

See www.Umg.com for /me and topic 

January 9 

Houston Federa/on of Garden Clubs Mee/ng 

10 am  Houston Garden Center, 

1500 Hermann Drive 

Houston 

January 13 

SLGC Board Mee'ng 

Beverly William’s Home—Shirley Reese co-host 

9:30 am social—10:00 am business mee/ng 

January 15 

Na've Plant Society of Texas-Houston Chapter 

Houston Arboretum & Nature Center in Memorial Park 

Meet at 7:00 pm  - Program at 7:30 pm 

January 17 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners Fruit & Citrus Tree 

Preview Program 9:00 am 

Bud O’Shieles Community  Center 

1330 Band Rd., Rosenburg 

January 20 

SLGC monthly mee'ng 

 January 24 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners Fruit & Citrus Tree Sale 

9:00 am—1:00pm  Fort Bend County Fairgrounds 

4310 Highway 36 South 

Rosenburg 

General Meeting Monthly Plant Swap  
The plant swap takes place after the business meeting.  

It is not necessary to bring plants in order to take a plant.  

Keep in mind our three basic rules:  

∗Any plants that you bring should be labeled with the plant name  

∗Take home any plants you bring that do not get adopted  

∗Remove plants from the table only when the swap begins  

Please be courteous to others as you select one or two plants then 

let others have a turn. You can go back again for more plants if 

they are still available.  

Get digging!  

GREENLEAF ARTICLE SUBMISSION  

DEADLINE 1st Day of the Month  

Send your ar/cle in either word format or email, 

no other programs please. Photos should be jpg. 

file and not a program download, please. Send to 

both  

Kathleen Louviere, klouviere@live.com and Gay 

Chavez, GayChavez@earthlink.net  

SLGC EVENT PHOTOS  
 

Photos of our past events are 

needed in order to document our 

club history.  

Photo credit for your contribu/ons 

will be given. Please email your 

photo files in high resolu/on jpg 

format to Terri Hurley  at 

         terri.hurley@comcast.net  

 


