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 Volunteers of the Sugar 
Land Garden Club have 
once again proven they 
can accomplish the ex-
traordinary. Last year, 
you faced torrential 
storms and rain. This 
year, you faced a bit of 
chaos as we tackled the 
unknown in a big way. 
 
Our event was visited by 
an entirely new cus-

tomer base and included 
the City of Sugar Land 
Assistant City Manager 
Steven Griffin and City 
Council Member Bridgett 
Yeung who was also an 
event sponsor.  
 
Our Gross Revenue  
increased from $14,059 to 
$22,016 with almost 
$7,000 coming from new 
vendors and sponsors!! 
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President’s Message By Carrie Sample 

Thank You for Making Our 2014 Fall 
Festival and Plant Sale A Success By Diana Miller 

Garden Club member and 

Methodist Hospital Represen-

tative, Evelyn Traylor visits 

the raffle/membership table. 

CHANGE WAS NOT 
GOOD, IT WAS 
GREAT!!  
When Diana Miller took 
over as Chairperson for 
our plant sale, she had a 
vision of making it 
a  community event as 
well as a profit maker for 
our club.   Both of these 
goals were accomplished 
with complete suc-
cess.   Changing the site 
to the Knights of Colum-

bus Hall seemed to be en-
joyed by all. 
 
This event could not have 
happened without the sup-
port of the whole club.  You 
signed up to volunteer on 
the website.  You came at 
your allotted time and with a 
great attitude towards mak-
ing our Fall Festival and 
Plant Sale a success.   Many 
of you even stayed longer to 
help out with whatever 

needed to be done.  
 
I enjoyed working with 
all of you the two days 
that I was there.  I hope 
you had as much fun as I 
did helping our custom-
ers and visiting with each 
other. 
I want to share two of 
the comments that were 
shared on the Square re-
ceipts by our customers. 
“Second year attending both 

https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Sugar-Land-Garden-Club/226382550761167


Oct 21, 2014 Guest Speaker Elizabeth Barrow  
Succulents: Picky, Picky, Picky “They want what 
they want, is that too much to ask?  By Jo Beth Moore 

the pretalk with Heidi, and the sale ... We 
LOVE the whole experience!! Garden volun-
teers have always been friendly, informative 
and helpful!”  and 
“Everyone was very helpful and the gardeners 
knew their plants very well. It was great!” 
 
In the coming weeks, we have a work-
shop on hanging pumpkins on Tues-
day, Oct. 7 from 10-noon at the Impe-
rial Park Recreation Center.  Our 
speaker for our General Meeting is al-
ready known to many of us, Elizabeth 
Barrow.  She will speak about Succu-
lents which many of us have been try-
ing to use in our gardens.  (She was 
also present at our Festival.)  Our field 
trip will be to Arbor Gate and then out 
to eat at  the Whistle Top in Tomball 
will finish the month on Oct. 28th. 
Hope to see you at one or all of these 
events.  If you are not able to drive, 
please let us know and we will find 
someone who lives close and can pick 
you up! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Dues for SLGC are 

payable each spring, 

$30 for the following 

year. New members 

joining June 1-

December 31 shall 

pay $30 for the 

current year. New 

members joining 

January 1-March 31 

shall pay $20 for the 

current year. For 

new members 

joining in April, dues 

are $30 and apply to 

the following garden 

club year. Each 

member receives a 

monthly newsletter 

and copy of the club 

yearbook. 
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MEMBER YEAR 

BOOKS  

Member year books 

are available for pick 
at the monthly 

general meeting. Be 

sure to pick up   
your copy!  

 

Have you enjoyed seeing all of the 
mushrooms rise out of the soil after our 
recent rains? The pictures of these 
mushrooms were taken while I was 
walking my dog. On our neighborhood 
Facebook page, a neighbor actually 
wanted to know how to get rid of 
them.  I promptly tried to let her know 
why this idea was not wise.  Mushrooms 
are the reproductive structures of fungi 
and may indicate healthy soil for trees 
and other plants to grow in.   Fungi and 
bacteria play an integral role in the 
earth. They break down complex or-
ganic compounds of proteins, carbohy-
drates and fats into their most basic ele-
ments that can be used by other genera-
tions of organisms. 
Being a little Irish, 
I have fun imagin-
ing those little fair-
ies living inside the 
mushroom rings 
or waiting for a 
leprechaun appear under one of 
them.  One can get old while not getting 
too old (for a little fantasy that is…). 

Did you know that all members of the 
cactus family are succulents, but not all 
succulents are cacti?  (From A Garden 
Book for Houston, 5th Edition, River Oaks 
Garden Club.)  Come learn all about grow-
ing these architectural, xeriscape wonders 
that come in a wide range of sizes shapes, 
colors and even family background.   
 
Elizabeth Barrow loves succulents and will 
tell us about their needs and landscape 
uses.  An experienced Master Gardener 
and Texas Certified Nursery Professional 
as well as former owner of The Papershell 
Nursesry in Pleak, Elizabeth will be an 

informative speaker you won’t  
want to miss. 
Elizabeth is a local gardener, former Master 
Gardener and Texas Certified Nursery Pro-
fessional. She is the owner of the former 
Papershell Nursery in Pleak. Though she has 
closed the nursery for family reasons, she 
still maintains an active 
website and Facebook 
page. In addition to 
gardening, Elizabeth 
enjoys bird watching, 
sewing and reading.  

President’s Message By Carrie Sample 

Photo of club member Donnetta Parish’s 
Succulent garden 



Field Trip Oct 28, 2014 Arbor Gate 
Sign Up at the General Meeting Oct 21   Cookie Peeler, Chair 

There are so many volunteers to thank 

for helping make the Fall Festival and 

Plant Sale such a suc-

cess. But a few really 

stood out or caught 

mine or someone 

else’s attention.  

Of course, Kathy 

Hradecky, whom I 

have promoted to my co-event coordi-

nator for bringing in some great spon-

sors and vendors. Jacquie Sonkin, a 

recent member, took on the unknown 

children’s program 

and turned it into an 

event by itself! My 

grandson, Matthew, 

proudly showed me 

the plant he brought 

home from the 

planting station.   

All of the Fall 

Festival and 

Plant Sale 

Raffle prize 

winners were 

Sugar Land 

Garden Club 

Members! 

 

$500 Enchanted 

Garden:          

Lan Shen 

 

Hilton Garden 

Inn Overnight 

Stay and 

breakfast: 

Kathy Hradecky 

Stella Pearson 

 

Prizes will be 

presented at the 

Oct General 

Meeting 

Congratulations 

Everyone!! 
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The entire pre-order volunteer group, it 

was controlled chaos but you finished in 

record time and filled more orders than 

ever in the past! I loved watching you 

take charge and getting that tough job 

done: Roseanne Mayer, Gail Clarke, 

Beverly Todd, Kim Farou, Janet Vasut, 

Kathleen Louviere, Carole Mouton!  

To the Saturday afternoon volunteers, 

especially, Rukaiya Usmani, who could 

not find their check in or name tags, but 

got to work anyway, my apologies. 

Donna Romaine, thank you for picking 

up the street signs WITHOUT BEING 

ASKED!!! Jean Waleke, always there 

when needed!!! 

You were a joy and demonstrated real 

teamwork. I appreciate you all! Please 

see me at the General Meeting for a 

thank you gift. 

“Plants are our passion -- regardless of 
your primary aim when you visit us, you'll 
find yourself surrounded by magnificent 
display gardens that can't help but inspire 
your creativity. And because the Arbor 
Gate family includes so many experienced 
and dedicated gardeners and plant experts, 
your questions will be answered with an 
unusual depth of knowledge and know-
how.” (Arbor Gate web-site) 
 
We will visit this extraordinary nursery/

garden center in Tomball, and enjoy lunch at 
one of the best tearooms in Texas, the Whis-
tlestop Cafe. Arbor Gate’s motto is “More 
than just a nursery”. They also feature home 
and garden décor and 2 large gift shops. 
  
Meet at K of C at 8:30 to carpool. 
Sign up at Oct. meeting or 
email cpeeler1@comcast.net to put your 
name on the list. 
15635 FM 2920 
Tomball, Texas 77377 

A Special Thank You  By Diana Miller 

Raffle 
Ticket  

Winners 

mailto:cpeeler1@comcast.net
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Thank You Committee Members 

Co-Event Planning and Marketing, 

& Event Photos: Kathy Hradecky 

Finance: Leslie Niemand 

Publicity: Mary Ann Kovich 

Volunteers: Beverly Todd 

Site Set Up: Jean Waleke 

Children’s Events: Jacquie Sonkin 

Plants: Joan Pritchard, Terri Hurley, 

Lan Shen 

On Site Plant Managers:           

Donna Romaine, Carrie Sample 

Food: Debe Fannin 

Seeds: Sylvia Alewine 



Page 5 October 2014   Volume 17 Issue 3  GreenLeaf  

A Message from Brenda Smith,          

The Lazy Gardener 

Thanks for sending this in.  Glad it 
was such a success! 
 
I'm always interested in gardens or 
projects that are truly unique, 
something outside the norm, or new 
to this area, something quirky or 
slightly off center. 
 
You have such a great group.  Keep 
me in mind if you run across anything 
like this. 
 

...What you 

accomplished is 

incredible! …  we're 

behind you all the 

way.  Please let us 

know what 

we can do to help for 

next year. 

 

Heidi Sheesley 

Treesearch Farms, 

Inc. 

From Our Silver Sponsor and 
Vendor 
 
Good Morning Diana!  
 
I hear the event was a big 

success - Thank you so much 

for the opportunity!    

 

Diana Contreras | Marketing 

Coordinator   
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Don’s Nature Corner  
The Mystery Continues by Don Johnson 

The monarch is a cold-blooded insect and can fly only when the temperatures are in the mid-

50s and higher.   In our backyard we notice that the butterflies are not early risers, but wait until 

it warms up to venture out, because they must warm up their flight muscles.   The monarchs 

that are in Canada and northern states must begin their journey before they become trapped in 

the cold, so they begin about the last week of August.  Temperatures determine when they be-

gin to migrate, how high they can fly and how fast they can get to 

Mexico.  It is the longest migration for any insect.    Their flight is 

modified by the weather; strong winds off the east coast and cold 

fronts will slow them.  The monarchs that are flying south are the 

great-great grandchildren of the ones that left Mexico last fall.  The 

mystery is how the insects know where to go for the winter.    In mid

-September, near St. Louis, the National Weather Service reported a 

strange shape on their radar during a clear day.  They speculated that 

the “cloud” may have been a large group of monarchs heading south.  

The approximate arrival of the insects in the Houston area is calculated to be between October 

10 and 22. 

 The monarchs must have water and nectar on their southern jour-

ney. Again this year there have been floods, drought, and hail that 

have had a serious impact on the nectar plants.    The monarchs 

must build up energy reserves called lipids, which are a form of fat.  

They get this energy as a caterpillar and then again from nectar on 

the way south.  They can conserve their energy by gliding south on 

wind currents.  Biologists who have tested the monarchs in the winter habitat have noticed 

that the lipid levels of the insects are higher in November and show a steady decrease as 

time goes on.  The butterflies that arrive with a sufficient lipid level tend to conserve it by 

staying on the trees. They must have energy to leave Mex-

ico, to mate and lay eggs, so the next generation may con-

tinue the flight north.  

During our recent Fall Festival and Plant Sale, I spoke with 

many people who were adding to their butterfly gardens.  

Some stopped to look at the caterpillars and photos, while 

the children were interested in looking through the micro-

scope.  It doesn’t take much to help the monarchs, a few 

milkweed plants for the ones that stay and the ones that 

return in March, and nectar plants for all of the butter-

flies.  (Editors Note: Through our sales, the club placed 

50 butterfly weed plants into the environment) 

                

Sugar Land Garden Club member Don Johnson , is a member of the Fort Bend 

Master Gardeners’ Entomology Group and of the Texas Master Naturalists, 

Coastal Prairie Chapter.  

The monarch caterpillar is 
getting ready to  pu-
pate.  It attaches itself and 
curls into a “ J “ shape. 

The monarch sheds its 
final exoskeleton ( black 
shown) to reveal the green 
chrysalis underneath. 

Monarch caterpillar 
almost ready to pupate. 

Male monarch ( notice the two 

black dots to indicate a male)  

A female monarch is lay-
ing an egg onto milkweed. 



 

This event is running from 22 March 2014 until 08 November 2014. It is next 

occurring at October 11 2014 

From your backyard to your table – Learn to grow, prepare and preserve 

nutritious food 

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service in Fort Bend County, along with the Fort 
Bend County Master Gardeners, are offering opportunities to learn more about getting 

back to homegrown and homemade basics through various Backyard Basics programs and workshops throughout 2014.  
These programs support healthy living through home-based food production, preparation, and preservation.  

Cost:  $15 per class, $25 per couple  (some classes may include a fee for optional materials) 

Pre-registration required by contacting Brandy Rader at 281-342-3034 or brandy.rader@ag.tamu.edu or downloading and 
completing the 2014 Registration Form. Make checks payable to Fort Bend County Master Gardeners (FBMG). 

Location:  Fort Bend County Extension Office at 1402 Band Road in Rosenberg 

Doors open at 8:30 a.m.  Program from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. 

2014 Program Schedule: 

Oct 11 Canning 

Nov 1  Grilling 

Nov 8 Jams & Jellie 

Small Acreage Horticultural Crops Diversification Strategies Seminars – Food Safety
 October 16 @ 8:30 am - 12:00 pm   $15/per event  

Mark your calendars for 2014!  Texas A&M AgriLife Extension in Fort Bend County invites you to participate in 6 online 
seminars addressing a range of topics for the small scale producer.  Each event is facilitated by state specialists and offers 
insight from experienced producers across the state. 

Food Safety: For the Small Acreage Producer – October 16                                   Business Planning: Planning for Profit – 
December 11                                                    All programs are Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. until noon.  Registration is $15 per 
event  Contact Brandy Rader to register; or, for more information, call 281-342-3034. 

Saturday with the Master Gardeners 

November 1, 2014 09:00 am - 11:00 am 
 
Saturday, November 1, 2014, the Fort Bend County Master Gardener Vegetable Specialist will present a Garden Talk about 
"Fall Vegetable Gardening".  

Join us to see and learn about the vegetable crops that can be grown in the fall.  

Time: Garden Talk will begin at 10:00 a.m.  

Location: Vegetable Garden - Behind the Bud O'Shieles Community Center 
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http://www.fbmg.com/pdf/2014BYBRegForm.pdf
http://www.fbmg.com/
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Besides being hot and miserable, July held a wake-up moment for Fort Bend County 
citrus growers.  Citrus Greening Disease or Huanglongbing, was identified in a tree 
growing in a Harris Country retail nursery resulting in a quarantine for the entire 
county.  In September, the quarantine was extended to include Montgomery and Fort 
Bend County. 

But what is Citrus Greening?  CG is a bacterium injected into your tree via a very small 
insect called the Asian Citrus Psyllid.  There is no cure for this disease resulting in the 
death of your tree within a few years.  Symptoms are varied ranging from a single limb 
showing yellow leaves and dieback, to lopsided and bitter fruit.  Most importantly, 
many of the citrus greening symptoms look like the symptoms of nutritional deficien-

cies. 

Confirmation of citrus greening is only through laboratory testing. You can learn more about the signs of CG by using this 
website - www.texascitrusgreening.org/ 

Citrus Greening entered the US via Florida in 2005 causing widespread damage to the commercial citrus industry.   Since 
then, Louisiana, California, South Carolina, Georgia and now, Texas have been added to the CG roster.  Interestingly 
enough, our invasion did not come from Florida or California, but Mexico.  The first identification was in San Juan in Hi-
dalgo County in 2012, the second in Gonzales, then Harris County in August, 2014.  CG is a fast moving disease causing im-
mense destruction to the citrus industry.  It is important that everyone, home growers as well as professional growers, work 
toward reducing the numbers of the Asian Citrus Psyllid. The Texas Department of Agriculture website can provide ongoing 
information concerning the quarantine http://www.texasagriculture.gov. 

So, what does the quarantine mean to Fort Bend County citrus grower?  Most importantly, you must not purchase a citrus 
plant from any retail facility within Harris County, Fort Bend County, or Montgomery County with the intend to take it out-
side of the quarantined area.  It’s perfectly safe to purchase citrus from any retail facility in or out of these listed counties but, 
once you cross back into the quarantined area, the plant should not be moved outside the county boundaries again. 

At home, be on the lookout for the CG vector, the Asian Citrus Psyllid.  This psyllid is very small, averaging ¼ inch but can 
be found mainly on the new growth of your plant.  They 
lay their eggs on the underside of the leaf leaving a waxy 
substance. 

Psyllid hunting is best in the early morning using a sheet 
of copier paper and a pencil.  Angle the paper under a 
group of leaves then thump the branch sharply with the 
pencil.  Any hidden psyllids will fall onto the sheet.  A 
good website for psyllid identification is http://
www.saveourcitrus.org/ 

No psyllids?  Lucky you!  Do check your trees on a regular basis, once a week or so.  Remember that psyllids are not every-
where so it’s okay if you don’t have them.  And, remember even if you do find psyllids, it doesn’t mean you have CG.  Not 
all psyllids are infected with CG.  But, if you find psyllid eggs, larvae, or adult insects, it would be prudent to begin a spraying 
program to reduce their numbers helping to prevent your plants from being infected.  Psyllids can infest a citrus tree 
throughout the year and may re-infest trees day, weeks or months after you have sprayed.  An effective year-round control 
requires utilizing multiple control materials such as oils, soaps, neem products and kaolin clay products. 

The following links will offer information on controlling the Asian Citrus Psyllid. 

Spray schedule 

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/fruit-nut/files/2010/10/home_psyllid_control_july_2014.pdf 

citrus greening information 

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/fruit-nut/?s=citrus+greening 

http://www.saveourcitrus.org/    www.texascitrusgreening.org/ 

Citrus Greening Quarantine for Fort Bend County  
By Deborah Birge 

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/fruit-nut/files/2010/10/home_psyllid_control_july_2014.pdf
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/fruit-nut/?s=citrus+greening
http://www.saveourcitrus.org/


Horticulture  
What new plants did you buy at our Fall Festival?  by Paula Goodwin 
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Ligularia tussilaginea ‘Gigantea’ 

What new plants did you 

buy at our Fall Festival?  

There were an abundance 

of new ones for sale that I 

wanted to take home with 

me, but I only bought 

replacement plants that 

were taken out during our 

new landscaping.  These 

were Mexican flame vine, 

justica, butterfly weed, and 

a croton for some fall 

color. 

Are you looking for more 

plants that are freeze hardy for your garden this fall?  Now 

is a great time to put them in the ground.  Here is some on 

a list Donnetta Parrish sent me of plants that survived sev-

eral freezing spells in her yard.  By the way, these are all 

spectacular plants: 

 

Acanthus mollis  

‘Summer Beauty’  

Bear’s Breeches 

 

 

 

Aechmea gamosepala   

Bromeliad ‘Matchstick’    

     

 

 

 

 

Toad lily ‘Indigo’ 

Justicia brandegeana  

Shrimp plants  

‘Fruit Cocktail’,  

‘Mexican’, And ‘Red Rocket’  

 

Davallia fejeensis   

Rabbit’s foot fern, 

 

 

Dorotheanthus bellidiformis 

‘Mezoo Trailing Red’ 

 

TED Talks (Technology, Entertainment, and Design) are 

online lectures given by different people passionate about 

their subjects with “Ideas Worth Spreading”.  Each one 

lasts about 20 minutes.  The topics cover all sorts of things, 

including GARDENING!  My favorite is done by Ron 

Finley who wants to turn the wastelands of East Los Ange-

les into community gardens to provide fresh produce for 

the inner city.  He became passionate about this after he 

planted vegetables along his front sidewalk and received a 

ticket from the city. His letter to a local newspaper editor 

started a small ground wave of supporters. He says 

“planting vegetables is like printing your own money—plus 

you get strawberries”.   

A new plant on my favorite list is the giant ligularia.  The 

foliage is stunning—like large lilypads on long stems.  It 

blooms in the fall (last December for me) and the yellow 

flowers were chock-a-bloc with bees.  I was assured by my 

landscaper when I expressed my skepticism that these 

would survive any freezes during our winter’s low tempera-

tures.  The leaves might melt down, but the plants would 

revive in the spring.  The yellow flowers stand high above 

the leaves.  After the flowers are spent, they produce seeds 

that blow away like dandelion seeds.  I just stripped them 

well and scattered them in the soil around the parent plants. 

This is a shade plant. My suggestion is to plant them in 

large groups to make a statement and to bring lots of polli-

nators to your garden. 



A JOINT PROJECT BETWEEN THE BEAUTIFICATION 
COMMITTEE, HABITAT FOR HUMANITY AND THE 
FALL FESTIVAL!    By Terri Hurley, Habitat for Humanity Chair 
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The Brookwood plants that were leftover from the Fall Festival (and there weren’t that 
many!) were put to very good use by the Sugar Land Garden Club.   The Beautification 
Committee and the Habitat for Humanity committee came together and purchased some 
of those plants at cost from the Fall Festival.    Then the plants were donated to the cur-
rent homeowners of the eleven Habitat houses in Richmond. 

 

Each homeowner received  one gorgeous hanging basket and two garden mums for 
planting.  It’s wonderful to see how many of the homeowners have gotten into garden-
ing and they were most appreciative of the gifts. 

 

Thank you goes to the Fall Festival committee and to Gallery Furniture for their spon-
sorship of the Brookwood plants and of course the Brookwood Community itself, 
where these healthy plants were grown. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

By Debe Fannin, Fort Bend Women’s Center Chair 
 
The SLGC Christmas donation drive starts in November at the general meeting,November 18, 2014. Come to the 
community Services table to donate! 
 
Every Christmas SLGC makes a donation to the Fort Bend women's Center. The last 3 years we have donated money to 
enable the Fort Bend Women's center to purchase food from the  Food Bank. The center's nonprofit status allows the center 
to purchase food at a significant discount. 
 
The Fort Bend Women's Center provides a 24 hour hotline and emergency shelter for women and children who are victims 
of family violence and sexual assault. 
 The center provides medical, legal and employment services to its clients 
      The center  has a nonresidential program to assist clients to establish households independent of abusers. 
      The center's educational outreach has programs to educate young audiences on subjects such as signs of abuse, 
  dating violence and the components of a healthy relationship. 
 
The Fort Bend women's Center operates Pennywise resale shops and one drop off center in our area: 
       Resale shops:                      
       501 Hwy 90E                    13645 Murphy Rd. suite109 
       Richmond, Tx. 77469         Stafford, tx. 77477 
 
Drop off center: 
       4737 Highway 6 S 
       Missouri City ( 6 and Dulles ) Go to www.fortbendwomenscenter.org for more information. 

http://www.fortbendwomenscenter.org/
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Hospitality  Jean Waleke, Suzanne Hanks and  Kathleen Louviere 

As a reminder, all members are required to help with hospital-
ity, which includes supplying refreshments for a meeting and 
helping with setup before the meeting and clean up after-
wards. Please check the Yearbook to see which month you are 
scheduled.  If you realize several weeks in advance you are unable to 
help on your month please contact us so we can try to move you to 
another month. If you find out at the last minute and you are unable 
to meet your obligation, please notify the host of the month or a 
member of the Hospitality Committee.  Please note that according 
to our by-laws, if a person cannot meet their hospitality obligation, 
they must find a replacement or pay $15 to the Garden Club 
(checks should be make out to Sugar Land Garden Club). 
 
We would like to give a special thanks to all the wonderful members who have volunteered to be monthly host chairs: 
September     Jonita Ramirez  

October  Patty Ranson 

November      Sue Jordan 

December   Social Committee - Roseanne Mayer with co-chairs 

   Caroline Hall, Terri Hurley and Sue Yip            

  

January  Jeanmarie Short and Pam Allen 

February Debe Fannin 

March  Shirley Reese 

April  Roberta Rambin and Barbara Willy 

 
Jean Waleke     Suzanne Hanks  Kathleen Louviere 

While growing up on a Chinese vegetable farm, in North Florida, it never crossed my mind that I would become an Art 
teacher, marry a petroleum geologist, move to Texas & Louisiana, have children, &  discover a love for gardening. 
 
My teaching degree was from Florida State University,1976.  I’ve taught Art to school students, K – 12th grade, in Florida, 
Louisiana, & Texas.  I’m happily retired & enjoy taking care of my family & gardening when the weather is nice. 
 
My wonderful husband of 31 years is from my hometown.  His job as a Geologist brought us to Houston & has taken us to 
Midland, TX, Sugar Land, Mandeville, LA & back to Sugar Land. 
 
Our two sons & new daughter-in-law are native Houstonians & graduates of Texas  A& M.  She wore the wedding dress that 
I made for my own wedding 31 years ago. 
 
I discovered a love for gardening with our first home planting trees, flowers & vegetables. A few years later, we were trans-
ferred to Midland, where I couldn’t keep anything growing. I became a Texas Master   
Gardener  & learned the secrets to gardening in West Texas.  Organic matter, composted cottonburs, mulch, & drip irriga-
tion!  Gardening in Mandeville was ease, much like here in Sugar Land.   
 
We’ve lived here longer than anywhere else, so this is home.  I happily grow where ever we are planted.  Happy Gardening! 

Personality, Sue Yip  Emily Wilson, Peronality Chair 

Sept Hospitality Photos 
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Community Events 
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Prairie Month  by Cheryl Sedivec 

As summer starts to turn into fall and dropping temperatures allow 
outdoor activities again, we start thinking about football games and fall 
festivals.  This year, add Prairie Month to the roster of fall outdoor 
activities. Prairie Month, sponsored by the Coastal Prairie Partnership 
(CPP) and the Houston Chapter of the Native Prairies Association of 
Texas (HNPAT) combines already existing prairie events and adds new 
ones to highlight a dozen fun and informative events in the Greater 
Houston region, honoring and restoring our Texas prairie heritage. 
From festivals for the kids (Prairie Heritage Day at Seabourne Creek 

Park in Rosenberg), to hands on planting of prairie plants at restoration projects (Armand Bayou Nature Center, Sheldon Lake State Park, 
Katy Prairie Conservancy) to a workshop on prairie restoration techniques (Restoration Roundup in Rosenberg, October 16) or just a 
leisurely stroll at local pocket prairies (at MD Anderson or in Hermann Park), Prairie Month offers a wide range of activities for all ages, 
interests, and abilities. All are open to the public and almost all are free. 
 
Wildflowers, are not just for spring anymore!  Our prairies extend the wildflower season and fall is a great time to see blooming prairie 
wildflowers and grasses. While Spring has bluebonnets, Fall has the gulf muhly, a gorgeous pink-magenta flowering grass.  Mix that with 
the yellow swamp sunflower and the Maximilian sunflowers or the pure blue pitcher sage and the picture is just brilliant as a bluebonnet 
field.  
 
Prairie Month activities increases our understanding of the importance of our prairies and the profound effect these prairies have on our 
lives. Prairies not only help mitigate flooding and improve air quality, our prairies are homes to wildlife including, gophers, crawfish, 
grassland birds such as meadowlarks, Henslow sparrows, loggerhead shrike, butterflies such as the monarch and gulf fritillary, and much 
more. Our prairies also provide a wide range of recreational activities such as fishing, hunting, bird watching and wildflower viewing.  
 
To experience our prairies inside and outside the city, for a list of Prairie Month activities, for links to events registrations 
(required), and for more information, please see www.PrairiePartner.org 
 or click this link for the flyer. Seven Houston-area organizations are sponsoring Prairie Month 2014; they 
are Armand Bayou Nature Center, Coastal Prairie Partnership, Katy Prairie Conservancy, the Native Prairies Association of Texas – 
Houston Chapter, Nature Conservancy of Texas, Texas Master Naturalists (three chapters) and Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

http://prairiepartner.org/
http://www.prairiepartner.org/
http://hnpat.files.wordpress.com/2014/09/2014-prairie-month-final-v1.pdf


General Meeting Monthly Plant Swap 
The plant swap takes place after the business meeting.   
It is not necessary to bring plants in order to take a plant. 
Keep in mind our three basic rules:   

Any plants that you bring should be labeled with the plant 
name 
Take home any plants you bring that do not get adopted 
Remove plants from the table only when the swap begins 

Please be courteous to others as you select one or two plants 
then let others have a turn.  You can go back again for more 
plants if they are still available. Get digging! 
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SLGC EVENT  PHOTOS  
Photos of our past events are needed in order to      
document  our club history.   
 
Photo credit for your contributions will be 
given.  Please email your photo files in high 
resolution jpg format to Terri Hurley 
  
 terri.hurley@comcast.net 

Oct     Calendar of  Events     Nov  
Native Plant Society of Texas—Houston                   
October 16, 2014  Meet at 7:00 pm. Program at 7:30 pm                        
Houston Arboretum and Nature Center in Memorial Park.   

SLGC General Meeting                                              
Tuesday, Oct 21, 2014  Social 9:30 am, program 10:00 am 
Succulents: Picky, Picky, Picky “They want what they want, 
is that too much to ask? Speaker - Elizabeth Barrow   
Knights of Columbus Hall 702 Burney Rd 77498 

SLGC Field Trip                                                                
Tuesday, Oct 28 Arbor Gate, Tomball Texas                     
Meet at KC Hall at 8:30, carpoll 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners                                        
November 1, 2014   9:00 am to 11:00 am                                                 
Garden Talk Topic “Fall Vegetable Gardening” at 10:00                  
by Fort Bend Master Gardeners, Gardens open 9-11                                        
Bud O’Shieles Community Ctr, 1330 Band Rd, Rosenberg 

SLGC Workshop                                                              
Tuesday, November 4  10:00 am to 12:00 pm                                                 
“Give Thanks’ Blocks by Lynette McQueen                                                       
Imperial Park Recreation Center                                        
234 Matlage Way, Sugar Land, Texas 77478 

Houston Federation of Garden Clubs                                        
November 14, 2014 10:00 am                                           
West Gray Service Center, 1475 W. Gray, Houston           

SLGC General Meeting                                              
Tuesday, November 18  Social 9:30 am, program 10:00 am       
“Lazy Gardener and Friends, Houston Area Garden News-
letter” Brenda Beust Smith                                                             
Knights of Columbus Hall, 702 Burney Rd 77498 

Arbor Day Celebration to Follow, Sugar Land Memorial 
Park Pawm Springs Dog Park 

Native Plant Society of Texas—Houston                   
November 20, 2014  Meet at 7:00 pm. Program at 7:30 pm                                                                                    
Houston Arboretum and Nature Center                                            
in Memorial Park. 4501 Woodway 77024 

SLGC Field Trip                                                                
Tuesday, Nov 25, 2014                                                     
Tiny Boxwood’s Café and Cockrell Butterfly Center 

GREENLEAF ARTICLE SUBMISSION 

DEADLINE 1st Day of  the Month 

Send your article in either word format or email, no other pro-

grams please. Photos should be jpg file and not a program 

download,  please. Send to  

both   Diana Miller, dmiller@realtor.com and  

Gay Chavez, GayChavez@earthlink.net  

Quail Valley Garden Club's Pre-Order Cala-
dium sales event at discounted prices is in progress now 

through  October 31st.    Bulbs are 70 cents each, and a box of 
200 of one color is $130.    Varities available:   #1 bulb big-leaf 
variety:  Red Flash, Carolyn Wharton,  White Christmas, and 
Little Miss Muffet.   #2 strap variety, good border plant:   Red 
Strap and Miss Muffet Strap.  Pay on receipt of the bulbs in 
March 2015.  Email or call Rose Ann Acosta to or-
der: roseannacosta@gmail.com /  281 437 2234  or contact any 
other QVGC member.   

mailto:dmiller@realtor.com
mailto:GayChavez@earthlink.net
mailto:roseannacosta@gmail.com
tel:281%20437%202234

