
Greenleaf 

What a pleasure it has been to 
work with so many of you this 
Garden Club Year!  The 
GAPS, under the direction of 
Terri Hurley, was a tremen-
dous success (despite the threat 
of bad weather).  Our pro-
grams arranged by JoBeth 
Moore were so interesting and 
varied (especially her before 
talks theatrical produc-
tions).  The GreenLeaf, edited 
by Diana Miller, should win an 
award for best garden club 
newsletter.   
Our fieldtrips, led by Cookie 
Peeler has been so enjoy-
able.  One of our members 
reported that field trips shows 
how ‘'”The Garden Club really 
fosters and enriches friend-
ships among like-minded peo-
ple”.  The field trip to the 

Painted Churches really tested 
the Field Trip Committee’s 
endurance when it had to be 
postponed and they had to 
keep track of all the many can-
cellations and replace-
ments.  Our workshops led by 

Gail Clarke and Lynette 
McQueen brought out our 
artistic talents.  
A special thank you to all the 
ladies who volunteered to be 
the hostesses for our General 
Meetings.  We have a cook-
book wanting to come out 
with all of those ‘yummie’ 

recipes that were prepared for 
our meetings.   
Another thanks to all of the 
board members who actively 
and willingly took on various 
responsibilities for the 
club.  Last, but by no means 
least, a thank you to each of 
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President’s Message By Carrie Sample 

https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Sugar-Land-Garden-Club/226382550761167


President’s Message 

our members who contribute by helping at our 
functions and taking part in our activities. 
Hope each of you are looking forward to our 
15th Annual Garden Tour, chaired by Cheryl 
Swanson.  She has worked hard to line up the 
gardens and have the publicity sent out.  This 
tour is another time that we can make friend-
ships with other members by volunteering with 
them at the various homes.  We have 2 other 
activities to finish out our Garden Club – the 
May Luncheon on May 20 (hosted by Patty 
Ransom) and our Plant Swap on June 17th 
hosted by our Plant Swap Trio – Donetta Par-
rish, Charline Russell, and Shirley Reese. 

  
The wildflowers this year 
have been fantastic!  Roses 
seem to be healthier and 
prettier this spring.  Thanks 
should be given for the rains 
and cooler tempera-
tures!  Now, if we could just 
continue getting some 
rain...  I am including some 
pictures of my roses and of 

some of my wild-
flower pic-
tures.    This 
spring, I have also 
enjoyed the spring 
migration of birds 
along our coast.  I 
am including a picture of a Blackburnian War-
bler taken at Quintana Beach in Freeport.  This 
small guy has flown from South America and 
is heading to the Appalachian woodlands. 

  
The club would like to hear any suggestions 
that you may have regarding future activities or 
programs.  If you are in a position that you can 
no longer drive to our meetings, please let us 

(Continued from page 1) 

Dues for SLGC are 

payable each spring, 

$30 for the following 

year. New members 

joining June 1-

December 31 shall 

pay $30 for the 

current year. New 

members joining 

January 1-March 31 

shall pay $20 for the 

current year. For 

new members 

joining in April, dues 

are $30 and apply to 

the following garden 

club year. Each 

member receives a 

monthly newsletter 

and copy of the club 

yearbook. 
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SLGC EVENT       
PHOTOS NEEDED! 
 

Photos of 
our past 

events are 
needed in 

order to 
create our 

end of year 
slide 

show!  Photo credit for 
your contributions will be 
given.  Please email your 

photo files in high 
resolution jpg format to 

Terri Hurley  
terri.hurley@comcast.net 

know and we will be glad to have a member 
who is close pick you up and take you home. 
  
I am looking forward to finishing this year and 
leading us on to another Great Garden Club 
Year! 
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Sugar Land 

Heritage Hike 

This historical hike is 

held the 2nd Saturday 

of each month at 

10:00 am, leaving 

from the Museum at 

198 Kempner St. The 

walk is about 1-1/2 

miles and takes one 

and one half hours. 

Costs are $10 for 

adults, $5 for ages 12 

to 18, and free for 

children under 12. For 

information on group 

tours, which may be 

scheduled during the 

week call              

281-494-0261 

Upcoming Events  
Details on the Web Site www.fbmg.com 

START COLLECTING 
GAPS SEEDS                              
It’s time to start collecting 
seeds from your garden for 
GAPS. It is an easy 
contribution that many of our 
customers look forward to 
purchasing. Please start 
watching for your beautiful 
plants to go to seed and collect 
them. Lay the seeds out to dry 
them, than clean, put into an 
envelope with the name of the 
plant printed on it. To clean 
seeds, remove most of the 
chaff and non seed parts from 
the seeds.  

I am accepting seeds from this 
year’s crop. If you have any 
questions please contact your 
GAPS Seed Coordinator Sylvia 
Alewine at 
go2banff@gmail.com   

http://www.fbmg.com/
mailto:go2banff@gmail.com
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Thursday, May 15  

Houston Arboretum and 
Nature Center  

Memorial Park at 4501 
Woodway Dr   

7:00pm Meet, Social Time, 
Refreshments   

7:30 pm  Speaker: Lisa Gray, 
Reporter  

"Greening the 
Media"  

Note: Before the meeting, we 
may have a 5:45 pm Memorial 

Park Prairie evening walk.   
We will look for plants, birds, 
butterflies, and moths. We will 

meet at 5:45 in the parking lot 
south of the pedestrian 

bridge. 

 

Thursday, June 19 Chapter 
Meeting:  

Speaker: Mary Carol 
Edwards, Wetland biologist 
at Texas Coastal Watershed 
Program/ Texas Sea Grant 

Home Landscape Series: Water Conservation Workshop 

This event is on June 7 2014.  
A water crisis looms in Texas, driven by population and economic growth, drought, and 
competition among users for an increasingly scarce supply. The crisis is affecting Texas 
residents today and it may take decades for the supply and demand equation to achieve 
balance. All Texas residents have a stake in this problem, and there is something everyone 
can do to conserve an increasingly scarce and yet vital resource.  

The Texas Water Resources Institute reports that over 1.8 million acre-feet of water is used 
every year for watering landscapes in Texas. (An acre-foot of water is the volume of water 
needed to cover one acre of land to a depth of one foot.) Landscapes play an important 
role in the quality of our homes and communities; but applying 1.8 million acre-feet of wa-
ter to landscape use every year may be unsustainable.  

The public is invited to the Home Landscape Series Water Conservation Workshop that 
will cover many practical steps that homeowners can take to reduce water use in the land-
scape and maintain a healthy landscape with plenty of curb appeal.  

Participants will have hands-on learning opportunities involving irrigation system compo-
nents, including converting to a drip system and understanding the controller, and assis-
tance in assembling their own take-home rainwater collection barrel. Workshop topics in-
clude landscaping to conserve water, irrigation efficiency, managing water supplies, and 
rainwater harvesting methods  

Date: Saturday, June 7, 2014 

Time: 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon 

Location: City of Richmond Street Dept. Facility, 109 8th Street, Richmond, Tx 

Registration fee: $25.00 
To register complete the Registration Form and mail with a check for 
$25.00 to Brandy Rader, Water Conservation Workshop, 1402 Band Road, 
Rosenberg, TX 77471 For more information email 
Brandy.Rader@ag.tamu.edu or call 281-342-3034.  

The workshop is sponsored by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, 
Fort Bend County Master Gardeners, City of Richmond, Richmond Ro-
tary Club, and the Historic Richmond Association. 

http://www.fbmg.com/pdf/WaterConservationRegistration.pdf
http://www.fbmg.com/


Horticulture by Paula Goodwin 

My Backyard “Dollar Store” 
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Dollar weed (Hydrocotyle umbellata) also known as pennywort, has in-

vaded my flowerbeds and is so intertwined with landscaping plants that I 

cannot spray any herbicide without damaging them.  And as an organic 

gardener, I would not use herbicides anyway.  If you have this pesky weed, 

you know that if you try to pull it up, the stems break off easily leaving 

their roots and rhizomes still safely in the ground to reproduce.  What a 

smart survival trick!  My husband thinks they look pretty enough to serve 

as a ground cover.  But no I tell him, they are uninvited guests that take 

away food and drink from expensive landscaping. 

This is a quick background story of what I learned about gardening and weeding when I was 

12 years old.  I grew up in the outback of northeastern Oklahoma where my family raised cat-

tle and quarter horses.  Our barn had a huge attached corral and the ground inside that corral 

was completely filled with goat head weed (Tribulus terrestris).  The vicious seed heads could 

puncture bicycle tires and pierce the bottoms of our shoes.  My Dad had a strong German 

work ethic and idleness was anathema to him.  Early one summer, he decided the goat heads 

had to go because cattle that ate the seed heads could experience major digestive problems. So 

my two younger siblings and I, occasionally along with our mother, were assigned the big 

chore of eradicating the weed by physically pulling every single plant up by its roots.  Working all day every day we sat on the 

dirt and square foot by square foot, we slowly, diligently, and systemically got the job done.  We threw the weeds into a big 

pile and when they were thoroughly dried, we burned those hated stickers.  My brother owns that corral now, and for the last 

43 summers when we go to visit family, I always check to see if there are any goat heads growing there.  None.  Nada. For 

more than 50 years. 

The point of my story and my advice is to go outside in the cool of the day and slowly, diligently, and systemically, pull up 

your dollar weeds or any other weeds instead of spraying poison.  Most shallow rooted weeds can be taken out by an action 

hoe (my favorite garden tool).  For dollar weeds or any other persistent weeds in your beds, push your mulch aside, take your 

hand cultivator to dig up the soil and then gently wiggle the dollar weed’s fragile underground roots and rhizomes up as 

much as you can. Bermuda grass can be even more tenacious.  Put down pieces of wet newspaper or cardboard to prevent 

the weeds from re-emerging and then replace mulch to cover. Repeat as necessary. Think of this job as therapy.    

For this kind of weeding, I sit on this garden rocking stool.  It is the one the best gardening tools for 

us gardeners of a certain age.   

Dollar weeds in your St. Augustine grass means that you are watering your lawn too much.  This 

weed needs a lot of water as its Latin name suggests.  Suspend watering for two weeks.  St. Augustine 

grass will survive, but dollar weed will be weakened. 

The Queen of Hearts’ words “Off with their heads!” ran through my mind as I was trimming my 

Knockout roses.  My husband was appalled when he walked into the front yard. Why was I cutting 

perfectly good roses off the bushes?  “Deadheading”, I replied.  The first spring flush of rose blooms 

were spent and wilting.  When you trim these off, the mother plant will say to itself in rose speak, “Oh no!  I’ve lost most of 

my progeny (blooms)!  I need to get busy and make more!”  If no deadheading is done on roses, the plant will think its repro-

ducing job is done.  It will bloom again, but not as vigorously.  

Next month, we make our annual pilgrimage to Oklahoma to visit family where I will once again look for goat heads in the 

corral. 

Have a blessed summer. 



Don’s Nature Corner  
Connections 

Recently I commented on a family photo of a former student on Facebook and within an hour I had connected with several 

former students.  Social media has made it easier to connect with other people, even friends from great distances.   Not only 

are social connections taking place; there are also connections within the world of nature. 

On a visit to Galveston last month, Penny and I took a guided tour given by Master Naturalists. Galveston is only an hour 

away, but has a very different ecosystem.  The guides impressed upon us the need to be good stewards of our land since we 

live in the Galveston watershed, meaning that all water from the Sugar Land area drains into the bay.  Essentially, what goes 

down our driveways and into our storm sewers, creeks and the Brazos River connects us to Galveston Bay.   

As we walked along the shore we noticed how different the vegetation 

is from the plants we see in our area.  One small plant was saltwort, 

which can adjust to the salt water that comes in on the tides.  The 

marsh periwinkle thrives even though it has recently been covered by 

sea water.  Along the shore, land is very low and the plants must adapt 

to the salt water. 

Nearby, a pair of willets squawked at us as an American White Ibis 

took flight after being disturbed in the marsh.  A hermit crab 

ducked in and out of its adopted home.   Although it is salt water 

and part of Galveston Bay, this area is called Lake Como.  The 

average depth of the water is about seven feet making it a wonder-

ful fish nursery.  We watched as our guides seined in knee-high 

water.   

As they pulled the net onto 

the shore, numerous small 

fish jumped like popcorn. 

Penny captured fish and small 

crabs to put into view jars.    

 

Along the trail were holes in the sand made by fiddler crabs.  We noticed small mud balls and big-

ger ones and wondered what was happening.  Our guides told us that the larger balls were from 

the crabs’ excavations and the smaller ones were grass parts that the crabs spit out.  

 The area is both an attraction for migratory birds and a nursery 

for fish.  It is critical to wildlife that Galveston Bay remains 

healthy.  Our role as residents of the watershed is to be sure that 

our actions upstream from the bay help preserve this important ecosystem.  As gardeners 

we have the responsibility to ensure that runoff from our yards does not harm the bay.  The 

hike that we took along the shoreline looking at the fish nursery and watching the birds and 

crabs is a walk that we want our grandkids to be able to take in years to come.   As we con-

nect with our Facebook friends socially, we need to be mindful of our place in the water-

shed which connects us to Galveston Bay. 
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Sugar Land Garden Club member Don Johnson , is a member of the 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners’ Entomology Group and of the Texas 

Master Naturalists, Coastal Prairie Chapter.  
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Garden Club May Luncheon By Patty Ranson 

MAY 20, 2014  
RIVERBEND COUNTRY CLUB  

11:00a.m. -- 1:00p.m. 
 

RESERVATION DEADLINE HAS PASSED   
 

pattyransn@aol.com or 281-494-6405 

Don’t Be Left Out!!!  Membership Committee: Gay Chavez, Donna Romaine, Mary Ellen Twiss 

Out of the Sugar Land Garden Club Yearbook, that  is.  Renewing your SLGC membership is your ticket to being listed in the 2014-2015 

membership yearbook. 

Being in the yearbook is not the only reason for renewing your membership.  Don’t miss out on the fun of being a SLGC member with 

all of the benefits of listening to and learning from great speakers at monthly meetings, joining in creative craft sessions and participating 

in field trips that take members far and wide.  Members form lasting bonds of friendship through all these things and more. 

The Membership Committee is NOW collecting renewal dues for the SLGC.  Dues are payable each spring, $30.00 for the following year.  

Dues paid now apply to the 2014-2015 membership year.  New members are being accepted now too.  Their $30.00 applies to the 2014-

2015 year.  Each member receives a monthly newsletter and a copy of the club yearbook.  Please note that the 2014-2015 yearbook will 

not be available until the first SLGC meeting in September. 

Membership blanks are available on the SLGC website and will be available at the May Luncheon.  They may be filled out and presented 

to the membership committee along with dues or mailed in.  The deadline for membership renewal is the end of June.  But don’t wait!  

Help the Membership and Yearbook Committees out by renewing NOW!  Time is needed to compile the new yearbook.  If you miss the 

deadline, YOU will not be in the Sugar Land Garden Club 2014-2015 yearbook!  Don’t be left out!!! 

June 17th Plant Swap 
 

Sugar Land Garden Club Plant Swap 

Tuesday, June 17th, 9:30 a.m. 

Sugar Land City Park  

7th St. between Wood and Eldridge 

Our plant swap, open only to members and their 
guests, will be in the park’s covered pavilion.  There 
is plenty of near-by parking, a playground, and shady 
trees.  We will gather at 9:30 a.m. for refreshments.  
At 10:00 drawings for plants will begin, followed by 
the plant swap. This will be a casual event, much like 
our plant swap at the end of our general meetings.  
There is room to spread out, so feel free to bring 
anything that is garden related, such as plants, cut-
tings, pots, tools, magazines and catalogs, etc. You 
do not need to bring anything to attend.  Feel free to 
bring whatever you like and take whatever you like.   

Please remember to label your plants, take home any plants you brought that did not find a new home and don’t take plants 
off the tables until the swap begins. 

Contact Donnetta Parrish, Charline Russell, or Shirley Reese if you have any questions. 

mailto:pattyransn@aol.com
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LIBRARY DONATIONS 2013-2014 
By Kathy Hradecky 

 
 

The Sugar Land Garden Club donates books about gardening and nature to 
the Fort Bend County Library System through the Sugar Land Branch 
Library. For the 2013-2014 garden club year, we are purchasing the following 
selections.    
 

ADULT BOOKS: 
  
Weeds of the South – Charles Bryson, Michael DeFelice & Arlyn Evans recommended by Tricia Bradbury 
  
Seeds of Hope: Wisdom and Wonder from the World of Plants by Jane Goodall recommended by Paula Goodwin 
  
Why Do Bluebirds Hate Me?  More Answers to Common and Not So Common Questions About Birds and Birding by Mike 
O'Connor  
  
Fine Foliage:  Elegant Plant Combinations for Garden and Container by Karen Chapman & Christina Salwitz  
  
The Bulb Hunter by Chris Wiesinger and William Welch  
 
Birdhouses of the World by Anne Schmauss 
  
 CHILDREN'S BOOKS: 
  
Meadowlands:  A Wetlands Survival Story by Thomas F. Yezerski  
  
Plant a Pocket of Prairie by Phyllis Root & Betsy Bowen   
  
Rotten Pumpkin: A Rotten Tale in 15 Voices by David M. Schwartz & Dwight Kuhn  
 
The Good Garden by Katie Smith Milway & Sylvie Daigneault  
  
Potatoes on Rooftops by Hadley Dyer   
 

 
Sugar Land Garden Club  
Brookwood Community 

 
Where Adults with Special Needs  

Contribute to the World  
 

Thanks to our volunteers who made the 
trip out to Brookwood Community on 

April 10.  
 

Patricia Davis, Len Hicks, Caroline Hall 



Local Nature Potpourri 
By Lan Shen 

 

Kathy Hradecky and I were discussing  the Peregrine Falcon, one of the birds mentioned in the book Why Do Bluebirds Hate 
Me?  More Answers to Common and Not So Common Questions About Birds and Birding by Mike O'Connor that SLGC will donate to 
the Fort Bend County Libraries this year.   I said that I had recently heard this bird lives on the skyscrapers of downtown 
Houston.  In tracking down verification of that statement, I came across this wonderful online reference for Common Birds of 
Houston by the Houston Audubon.  Also terrific and offering information on even more species is this link to their Upper 
Texas Coast Bird Gallery.  The entry for Peregrine Falcon confirms sightings of them around office complexes and said their 
more natural surroundings are at the Bolivar Flats Shorebird Sanctuary.  
 
Hear Lisa Gray, Houston Chronicle Reporter, talk about Greening the News: How Can You Encourage Media 
Coverage of Ecology in General and Native Plant Issues in Particular?  She will discuss why some stories are covered 
in far more depth than others and how did Deer Park Prairie Capture the public imagination?  Lisa Gray's articles about Deer 
Park Prairie were instrumental in getting it saved. The talk will be at the Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston Chapter 
Meeting on Thursday, May 15, 7:00 p.m. for social and 7:30 p.m. meeting begins.  Location: Houston Arboretum & Nature 
Center at 4501 Woodway in Memorial Park. 
 
Check out the new website for Houston Chapter of the Native Prairies Association of Texas, HNPAT (pronounced H-N-
Pat) at http://HNPAT.wordpress.com .  The parent organization is the owner of the Deer Park Prairie, so activities 
concerning that prairie as well as many prairie events in the greater Houston area are collected at this website.  For example 
the calendar in the section under Deer Park Prairie shows that there will be a birding field trip to the prairie on Saturday, May 
24, RSVP to HNPAT@TexasPrairie.org to register.   
 
Also, at the May 22 meeting of HNPAT, Jaime Gonzalez of Katy Prairie Conservancy will be speaking on Part III of the 
Prairie Wildlife Series: SURVIVORS: Conserving Prairie Wildlife in the Age of the Sixth Extinction.  Did you know 
that Houston has been home to a grassland for over 100,000 years?  During this time the prairie has seen a parade of 
stampeding elephants, voracious lions, migrating buffalo, and howling wolves. Today’s prairie survivors have overcome two 
great survival bottlenecks but can they survive what has been called the sixth extinction – the rapid, modern decline in 
biodiversity playing out worldwide? Location: 3015 Richmond Ave. (parking lot entrance on Eastside St.). Time: 6:30 p.m. 
for refreshment; 7:00 p.m., meeting starts.  

SUBMIT YOUR BEST PHOTO FOR SLGC YEARBOOK COVER  
By Robin Rettew  
 
Photo submissions for the cover of our 2014-2015 Yearbook will be accepted between now and July 1. 
The photo can be of a flower, butterfly, dragonfly, hummingbird or bird. Requirements for photo 
entries for the yearbook cover are listed here:  
1. Vertical orientation only (see yearbook cover).  
2. Good composition.  
3. Sharp focus on the details of the flower or other subject, such as butterflies or birds.  
4. Background that doesn’t draw the eye away from the subject but enhances it.  
5. Good contrast between background and subject.  
6. Submit photos digitally on a CD, or by email.  
7. Be prepared to provide the common and botanical name for the plant plus growing information if 
it’s a flower; or the name, if it’s a bird or butterfly, if your picture is chosen for the cover.  
8. Submit your photos no later than July 1.  
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http://www.houstonaudubon.org/html/CommonBirdsofHouston.pdf
http://www.houstonaudubon.org/html/CommonBirdsofHouston.pdf
http://www.houstonaudubon.org/default.aspx/MenuItemID/525/MenuGroup/Birding.htm
http://www.houstonaudubon.org/default.aspx/MenuItemID/525/MenuGroup/Birding.htm
http://www.houstonaudubon.org/default.aspx/act/newsletter.aspx/newsletterid/281/category/Bird+Gallery/MenuGroup/Birding.htm
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=Houston+Arboretum+%26+Nature+Center++4501+Woodway+Dr,+Houston,+TX+%E2%80%8E&hl=en&ie=UTF8&ll=29.767432,-95.451622&spn=0.01112,0.013797&sll=29.767432,-95.451622&sspn=0.01112,0.013797&t=m&z=16
http://HNPAT.wordpress.com
http://hnpat.wordpress.com
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=3015+Richmond+Ave,+Houston,+TX+77098&hl=en&sll=31.168934,-100.076842&sspn=11.211943,14.128418&oq=3015+Richmond+Ave.+77098&hnear=3015+Richmond+Ave,+Houston,+Texas+77098&t=m&z=16


Summer Schedule 

SLGC June 2014 No Monthly Meeting 

SLGC Garden Club Plant Swap                                          

Tuesday, June 17, 2014 9:30 am                                              

Sugar Land City Park  7th Street between Wood and Eldridge 

Open Only to Members and their Guests 

SLGC July 2014 No Monthly Meeting 
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NO JUNE AND JULY ISSUES 

GREENLEAF ARTICLE SUBMISSION  

So we may issue the Greenleaf the week prior to the 

General Meeting, it is now requested that you submit 

your articles no later than the 1st day of the month. Send 

your article and any photos by email to  

both   Diana Miller, dmiller@realtor.com and  

Gay Chavez, GayChavez@earthlink.net  

    Calendar of  Events    

mailto:dmiller@realtor.com
mailto:GayChavez@earthlink.net

