
Greenleaf 

Fall has actually arrived!  My 

favorite flowers actually 

bloom in fall.  

The roses give 

out their best, if 

not last, blooms 

for the year.  

The bulbs for 

Ranunculus and anemones 

can be planted from Hal-

loween to Christmas.  Their 

blooms seem so perfect, 

they could be taken for arti-

ficial.  Pansies have always 

been my fa-

vorites.  I 

especially like 

the ones with 

the ruffled faces that En-

chanted Forest has been 

selling.  Calendulas add their 

own sparkle to the garden.  

My calendulas have been 

reseeding throughout the 

year, but bloom only when 

the temperatures cool.  My 

phlox has also been putting 

on their show. 

My thoughts of late have 

been on our Garden Art 

and Plant Sale.   It is time 

for a change in our venue 

for this sale.  For numerous 

reasons, we are moving next 

year’s sale to the Knights of 

Columbus Hall.  The fore-

most reason for this move is 

for the comfort of you, our 

members, and the ease of 

the logistics of having the 

sale mostly inside.  Sugar 
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SCHULENBURG       
CHAMBER OF              
COMMERCE:  

The Painted Churches tour 
will include Ascension of 
Our Lord in Moravia and 
St. John the Baptist in St. 

The Trip You Won’t Want to Miss, January 2014 
Painted Churches of  Shulenburg, Texas  
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President’s Message By Carrie Sample 

John.  These 2 churches are 
only available on the guided 
tour.  The other 3 Painted 
Churches are located in the 
communities of Dubina, 
High Hill, and Ammanns-
ville. They appear unassum-
ing as you approach them, 
but as you  enter the front 
doors prepare to have your 
breath taken away by the 
incredible beauty found in-
side. 

Sign up at the November   
General meeting for this    

January bus 
trip.  Pay-
ment must 
accompany 
registration. 
Trip cost will 
be $46, this 
includes buf-
fet lunch. Open until capacity 
of 48 is reached!  

https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Sugar-Land-Garden-Club/226382550761167


Mercer Arboretum’s new director, Darrin Duling, brings to Texas extensive horticultural, 
environmental, and landscape training and distinction from around the world.  He will share 
with us a gorgeous power point presentation of classical and contemporary architectural 
garden art from the British Isles and beyond.  Prepare to be inspired with tips we can use 
from a master in the world of international botanical gardens. 

November 19, 2013    Guest Speaker Darrin Duling  
“It’s a Wonderful World – Finials and Follies: A Look at 
Architectural Garden Features from Around the World” 
By Jo Beth Moore  

Sugar Land Garden Club Mercer 
Arboretum Field Trip Oct 22 President’s Message 

Lakes was a great setting that we enjoyed 

for 15 years.  This move will mean many 

adjustments, but I am sure the GAPS 

Committee and the club will be able to 

adapt. 

Terri Hurley has done a fantastic job these 

past few years as chairman, but has decided 

to allow someone else to have the opportu-

nity to head this project.  In fact, we are 

looking for two people to act as Co-Chairs.  

If this is something in which you may be 

interested, just let us know! 

Please be sure to check out our coming 

activities.  Our next speaker is the new di-

rector of Mercer Arboretum.  The upcom-

ing fieldtrip is to Brazos Bend State Park.  

Our craft workshop will be making Christ-

mas characters using gourds that have been 

grown and donated by Jonita Ramirez. 

If you need help getting to our meetings, 

please give me a call, and we will find 

someone close to you that can give you a 

ride! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Dues for SLGC are 

payable each spring, 

$30 for the following 

year. New members 

joining June 1-

December 31 shall 

pay $30 for the 

current year. New 

members joining 

January 1-March 31 

shall pay $20 for the 

current year. For 

new members 

joining in April, dues 

are $30 and apply to 

the following garden 

club year. Each 

member receives a 

monthly newsletter 

and copy of the club 

yearbook. 
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From the Mercer            
Arboretum Web Site: 
An oasis of serenity and 
natural beauty along Cypress 
Creek, Mercer Arboretum & 
Botanic Gardens is a horti-
cultural masterpiece. These 
300 acres of East Texas 
Piney Woods showcase the 
region’s largest collection of   
native and cultivated plants. 
A living museum, it is also 
home to a wealth of animal 
life. 
 
HOURS:  
8A. TO 5PM  
November through February 

Sugar land Garden Club members enjoyed 
this recent field trip 

Standing – Sue Jordan, Barbara Rosenberg, 
Liz Lobdell, Joan Pritchard, Mary Ann 
Kovach, Carrie Sample 

Seated – Gay Chavez, Mary Bullock, Sue 
Yip, Cookie Peeler 

Photo from Enchanted Nursery Facebook Page 



Volunteers 

Needed for Sugar 

Land Butterfly 

Garden Workday 

November 21 

Thursday 

Sugar Land 

Branch Library, 

550 Eldridge  

8:00am—9:00am 
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Tuesday, November 26 

A natural 

wonder in 

our own 

back yard. 

Featuring a 

guided 

hike around a 40 acre lake where one 

will experience a wide diversity of 

ecosystem as well as plant and animal 

life. The area features hardwood for-

ests, wetlands, aquatic and coastal 

prairie ecosystems, a variety of birds, 

many of them aquatic, plus the park’s 

most famous resident, the American 

alligator. The trail itself is broad and 

hardpacked, maintained for easy 

walking. After the hike, we will visit 

the     Nature Center which houses 

static displays as well as live animals. 

There will be a 4-wheeler available to 

assist those with limited walking  

ability. 

Photos from                                           

Contact  

Joel Chavez 

 Joel.chavez@earthlink.net 
 

832-633-0400 

Field Trip: Brazos Bend State Park   
Cookie Peeler, Chair 

mailto:Joel.chavez@earthlink.net


Work   

Shop  

Dine 

You cannot 

avoid getting 

into the true 

holiday spirit 

by 

volunteering for this community service event. Work alongside the 

special needs residents of Brookwood Community in Brookshire. Tour 

the amazing greenhouses filled with perfectly grown Poinsettias. Then 

take a break and enjoy a complimentary meal from the amazing 

Brookwood Café. Enjoy time for shopping where you’ll always find 

perfectly grown plants and take time to visit the gift shop, filled with 

holiday items 

this time of 

year. Space is 

limited to 6 

volunteers so 

sign up early 

Diana Miller, 

Chair 

Photo from November Workshop 

Making Bird Feeders 

Gail Clarke, Roseanne Gill, and 

Beverly WilliamsLighted Glass Block 

NATIVE PLANT 

SOCIETY OF 

TEXAS—HOUSTON 

Houston Arboretum and Nature Center in 

Memorial Park.     Meet at 7:00 pm. 

Program at 7:30 pm 

November 21, 2013                                  

Annual Plant & Seed Swap and Social 
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SLGC CORRESPONDENCE 

"Thinking of you" card to 
Valerie Barnes whose sister is 

gravely ill 
A sympathy card to Bettye 
Anhaiser on the passing of 

her mother, Jeanne Lindsey 
A scholarship donation card 

to Bettye in memory of her 
mother. 

Brookwood Community 
Where Adults with Special Needs  
Contribute to the World  
SLGC Service Day Thursday, Dec 5, 2013  9:30 am to 2:30 pm 
Sign Up at the November General Meeting 

Dec. Craft Workshop        
Gourd Project by Lynette McQueen 

Create a whimsical Christmas Character 

using gourds donated and grown by our 

very own Jonita Ramirez. 

Tuesday, Dec 3,   9:30 am—12:30pm                

Imperial Park Recreation Center                    

234 Matlage Way, Sugar Land  

Workshop Chair: Gail Clark 



Horticulture by Paula Goodwin 

Ordinarily, I do only the most 

necessary gardening tasks during 

the summer months, but not this 

year.  Our front and back yard re-

landscaping project scheduled for 

March did not happen until June/

July because of delays and glitches 

that happen in any kind of remod-

eling. Our backyard is big enough 

to have at least 4 swimming pools 

and it was a big messy mess.  It 

was no small undertaking. My 

recommendation for anyone con-

sidering a similar project is to start 

planning early and to sign the con-

tract to make sure that planting is 

done during the autumn or winter. 

We picked a reputable landscaper 

who guaranteed their plants for 

one year and we are pleased with 

the results.  My fingers are crossed 

about our new “green screen” 

trees’ survival. 

Here were some of the require-

ments I gave to our landscape 

designer: have a green screen, be 

wildlife friendly, be easy to main-

tain, select plants that are allowed 

to grow into their natural shape 

and size with minimal pruning, be 

drought tolerant, and bottom line,

—create a garden with simplicity 

and flow.   

The first day every plant was 

ripped out my front yard except 

our live oak tree.  Our next-door 

neighbor’s son took a picture and 

sent it to my son at college saying 

(in fun) “Dude, someone has sto-

len all of the plants out of your 

parent’s front yard!” 

The supervisor of the landscaping 

crew probably thought I was way 

too involved.  I followed him 

around with questions, comments, 

and suggestions for hours even with 

temperatures hovering around 100 

degrees.  He said most customers 

did not care about the process and 

just wanted to see a nice, finished 

cookie-cutter landscape around their 

home.  But I learned from him and I 

think he learned from me.  And 

with four of our builder’s original 

Arizona Ash trees dead and gone, I 

came to the realization that we 

needed one good shade tree in our 

backyard. I am on the hunt for one 

to plant this winter.  Suggestions 

welcomed. 

The very best investment we made 

along with the re-landscaping was to 

install a watering system.  Our irriga-

tion guy was incredulous when we 

told him that this was our first 

sprinkler system in the 30 years of 

living in our house.  I told him our 

previous one had broken down 

completely—which was me hauling 

a 50-foot hose around with various 

kinds of sprinklers. And there was 

an early time in our house when we 

would have afternoon showers al-

most all summer long. I still pull 

around my good old reliable hose to 

give my new trees extra drinks dur-

ing dry spells.  This hose is a Sears 

Craftsman All

-Rubber one 

(built like a 

radial tire).  

I’ve had it for 

about seven 

years—it re-

sists kinking, it 
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has never leaked, and the couplings 

are brass.  Just try not to run over it 

with your car or leave it lying out in 

the yard all summer long.  Buying 

good quality garden tools always 

saves money.   

Speaking of hoses, I bought the 

highly-touted-on-TV 50-foot “Pocket 

Hose”.  It is a great concept, if not a 

great product. 

We have a 

water faucet 

inside a 

screened patio 

and this was a 

perfect light-

weight hose 

for watering container plants and 

then crumpling it up in a small pot to 

store.  The hose exploded the third 

time we used it and my handy-man 

husband kept fixing and whittling it 

down until it was unusable.  The box 

store where we purchased it does not 

sell it any longer.   

While reading the New York Times 

Book Review, this caught my eye: 

“Plants do everything that animals 

do, but slowly.  They migrate, com-

municate, deceive, stalk their food 

and, with an ostentation of styles and 

perfumes to put the animal kingdom 

to shame, they make love.  It’s just 

that catching them in flagrante 

delicto might require time-lapse pho-

tography.”  From Barbara King-

solver’s good review of the novel 

The Signature of All Things by Eliza-

beth Gilbert.  In your local library, 

I’m sure. 

May your holidays be happy ones! 

http://www.sears.com/as-seen-on-tv-50-ft-pocket-hose/p-00831109000P?prdNo=8


Garden Club Personality by Velma Stewart 

My favorite type of gardening was flower gardening in 
the cottage garden look 

I grew up in 1935 in Eagle Lake. I was the second young-

est of seven children. My earliest memories were from 

my preschool years while living across the road from 

what is now the Attwater Prairie Chicken Preserve. We 

were very close to the San Bernard River where we 

played a lot. We moved several times during my school 

years.   At each place we moved Dad tried to plant a field of edibles. Mama 

had a vegetable garden near the kitchen. 

When I graduated I went to Houston to work for Southwestern Bell as a 

long distance operator. During my time there, I married and had two daugh-

ters. Just before the youngest turned three, I stopped working so I could 

spend time with the girls before they went to school. 

For a short time we moved to the San Francisco/Oakland, CA area.   That 

was a very pleasant experience. 

My first opportunity to have my own garden was in 1969.  I had moved to 

Alief onto what had been my grandfather’s farm. My uncle who lived next 

door was still farming. He offered to plow and prepare a spot next to my 

house for a garden. Later on in Manvel I also had a nice garden. 

In 1977 both my daughters were married and we moved to Sugar Land 

where I worked for the Imperial Sugar Company. In early 1978, I moved 

into my present home. After 21 years of service, I retired from Imperial. 

In late 1999 after seeing articles in the paper about the Garden Club meet-

ings, I started as a visitor and joined in January of 2000. I liked everything 

about the garden club. I couldn’t ask for a nicer and friendlier group of peo-

ple. I received so much good information from the special speakers. 

Over the years, my favorite type of gardening was flower gardening in the 

cottage garden look. I have discovered that any future plants would be na-

tives. 

As for my family, by two daughters have blessed me with five grandchildren! 

They in turn have again blessed me with seven grandchildren - so far!               
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FORT BEND MASTER 

GARDENERS MONTHLY 

PROGRAMS 

Bud O’Shieles Community Center,          

1330 Band Rd, Rosenberg 7:00 pm 

November 21, 2013                                        

Garden Insects 

Getting to Know What Bugs You 

Sugar Land 

Heritage Hike 

This historical hike is 

held the 2nd Saturday 

of each month at 

10:00 am, leaving 

from the Museum at 

198 Kempner St. The 

walk is about 1-1/2 

miles and takes one 

and one half hours. 

Costs are $10 for 

adults, $5 for ages 12 

to 18, and free for 

children under 12. For 

information on group 

tours, which may be 

scheduled during the 

week call              

281-494-0261 

Welcome New Members 
 

A Welcome coffee was held on Nov. 8 at 

Carrie Sample’s home for new    members 

pictured at right, Borbala “B” Bohus, Mary 

Ann Kovach, Jacquie Sonkin, Janis Vasut, 

Claudia Davis 

Hostess members attending included               

Donna Romaine,Mary Ann Kovach,Gail 

Clarke, Gay Chavez, Cheryl Swanson, 

Diana Miller and Mary Ellen Twiss  



Don’s Nature Corner  
Giving Nature a Hand 

This summer several people have expressed concern to me about the lack of butterflies in 

their yards.  We too have not seen as many butterflies in our yard compared to other years.  

I have also seen more anoles and wasps which prey on caterpillars and butterflies. 

In the spring we planted about twenty-five milkweeds so we would be ready for the    

monarch spring migration.  The monarchs didn’t come.  It was like the table was set, but 

the guests didn’t show up.  Throughout the summer we saw an occasional monarch and 

expressed joy when they appeared, but rarely saw a caterpillar.  

 I wanted to do something to protect monarchs from predation.  Some of the 

Master Gardeners in the entomology group have been rearing butterflies in 

“cages” that are laundry hampers.  I bought two hampers on Amazon, but I 

heard that someone found some at a dollar store.   Google “collapsible laundry 

hampers” (18 x 26) made by Whitmor to find one. 

Place a large plastic plant saucer in the 

bottom of the cage to catch the frass 

(droppings) and the water that drains 

from the pots.  If you want to rear 

monarchs, keep some of your milk-

weeds in pots so that you can place 

new plants into the cage for the caterpillars.  If you find caterpillars in 

your yard, you can move them to your cage.  You can do the same thing 

for the pipevine swallowtail, if you keep some Aristolochia fimbriata in 

pots.  The caterpillars eat faster than the time it takes to rejuvenate a 

plant, so it is necessary to have several plants in pots. 

In the past few weeks we have noticed more butterflies in 

our garden.  I have a dozen monarch chrysalises in my 

cages, and a few caterpillars in the garden.  When the but-

terflies emerge I let them dry for an hour or so before I 

release them.  Even though I have placed the caterpillars 

in my cages to protect them, they may have been parasi-

tized before I was able to rescue them.  They will not all 

become healthy adults.  Sometimes nature doesn’t follow 

the same schedule as we expect, and sometimes we have 

to help. I enjoy watching the life cycle process of the   

butterflies and being able to release a healthy adult. 
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Sugar Land Garden Club member Don Johnson , is a member of the 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners’ Entomology Group and of the Texas 

Master Naturalists, Coastal Prairie Chapter.  

The monarch chrysalises in one of the cages. 

The hamper has a zipper 
top which makes it easy to 
transfer plants.   

This shows a caterpillar begin-
ning to expose the chrysa-
lis.  The chrysalis is under the 
last exoskeleton on the cater-
pillar.  The caterpillar begins to 
split the exoskeleton to reveal 
the chrysalis.   

Laundry hamper “cage” contains a 
milkweed plant and some caterpillars 
I keep indoors. 

This monarch chrysalis was 
parasitized by a tachinid 
fly.  The fly pupa is shown on 
the side of the chrysalis. 
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Christmas Luncheon  
By Patty Ranson, Social Activities 

A little REMINDER about hospitality duties 

All members are required to help with hospitality, which includes supplying refreshments for the meeting, helping 

with set-up before the meeting and helping with clean up after the meeting. If you realize several weeks in advance 

that you are unable to help during your month please contact us so we can try to move you to another month.   Of 

course, we also know that sometimes things arise at the last minute.  If that occurs, and you are unable to meet 

your obligation please note that our by-laws require you to find a replacement or pay $15 to the club (check should 

be make out to Sugar Land Garden Club). The money will be used to purchase paper products or other refresh-

ments. 

Thanks to all the wonderful members who have volunteered to be monthly host chairs 

   September    Jonita Ramirez 

   October Sharon Pence and Carolyn Salmans 

   November Elizabeth Jones and Jeanmarie Short 

   December   Patty Ranson and Social Activities 

   January Gay Chavez 

   February Debe Fannin 

   March  Marian Kozlovsky 

   April  Rose Ann Acosta  

Save the Date         December 10,2013                   

11:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Knights Of Columbus Hall 
   

Sign Up to be  

a part of the fun at the  

Nov General Meeting 

 

 

Hospitality  
Suzanne Hanks and Jean Waleke 

No charge for members or guests 

but everyone must bring a  

covered dish, serving utensils and  

an UNWRAPPED ornament for 

the ornament exchange 



 

Tuesday, Nov 26  Brazos Bend State Park 

SLGC Workshop                                                              

Tuesday, December 3, 2013 Gourd Project by Lynette 

McQueen. Create a whimsical Christmas character using 

gourds donated and grown by our very own Jonita Ramirez.                                                         

Imperial Park Recreation Center                                        

234 Matlage Way, Sugar Land, Texas 77478 

SLGC Brookwood Community                           

Thursday, December 5, 2013 Leaving Sugar Land at 9:30am 

returning 2:30 pm. Work alongside Brookwood Community 

residents during this busy holiday season. Lunch from the 

Brookwood Café is provided free to volunteers. 

SLGC A Christmas Luncheon 11:00am-1:00pm                                             
Tuesday, December 10   

Knights of Columbus Hall 702 Burney Rd 77498 

SLGC Butterfly Garden Workday                                                               

Thursday, Dec 19, 2013, 8:00 am                                              

Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge 77478                

For more information contact Joel Chavez at 

SLGC General Meeting                                              
Tuesday, November 19  Social 9:30 am, program 10:00 am       
“It’s a Wonderful World – Finials and Follies:                       
A Look at Architectural Garden Features from Around the 
World” Speaker Darrin Duling                                                                                 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 702 Burney Rd 77498 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners                                        

November 21, 2013 7:00 pm                                                 

Garden Insects—Getting to Know What Bugs You            

by Fort Bend Master Gardeners                                        

Bud O’Shieles Community Ctr, 1330 Band Rd, Rosenberg 

Native Plant Society of Texas—Houston                   

November 21, 2013  Meet at 7:00 pm. Program at 7:30 pm                        

Annual Plant & Seed                                                            

Houston Arboretum and Nature Center                                            

in Memorial Park. 4501 Woodway 77024 

SLGC Butterfly Garden Workday                                                               

Thursday, Nov 21, 8:00 am                                              

Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge 77478                

For more information contact Joel Chavez at 

joel.chavez@earthlink.net or 832-633-0400 

SLGC Field Trip                                                                

November Calendar of  Events December 
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NEW GREENLEAF ARTICLE 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE 

So we may issue the Greenleaf the week prior to the 

General Meeting, it is now requested that you submit 

your articles no later than the 1st day of the month. 

Send your article and any photos by email to  

both   Diana Miller, dmiller@realtor.com and  

Gay Chavez, GayChavez@earthlink.net  

mailto:dmiller@realtor.com
mailto:GayChavez@earthlink.net

