
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
What a lovely May Brunch we had at Sugar Creek Country Club!   The 
social committee did a wonderful job under the direction of Donna Ro-
maine. We enjoyed the slide show of the past year presented by Terri 
Hurley.  Marilyn Zieg/Scanlin presented a well written Installation Pro-
gram with Debra Dowden assisting.  Everyone looked festive in their 
spring outfits.  After the brunch, Diane Schomburg invited us to her 
house, which was a few blocks away, to view her home and gardens 
which were both fantastic.  If you missed out on this May, you will want 
to put this May event on your calendars now for next year. 
  
Kudos to Cheryl Swanson who put together a marvelous garden 
tour.  Visitors shared with us their delight of the different houses.  As 
well as a money-maker, this tour seems to be a community 
event.  Thanks to all who volunteered helping with the tour.  Thank 
heavens we had a rain date! 
  
The budget crunch has hit our club as well as most of our pocket-
books.  The Budget Committee recommended a slashed budget to the 
board this month.  Several of the committees even offered to cut their 
expenditures.  If our sales from GAPS are high, we may possibly be able 
to put some money back into our budget. 
  
Speaking of GAPS, I attended their meeting this month and was pleas-
antly excited about the attendee’s enthusiasm and energy for our coming 
plant sale.  If you have not already done so, please e-mail or call Terri 
Hurley, Jean Waleke, or Mary Ellen Twiss to see what you can do to 
help.  There are jobs that do not include being out in the heat on the day 
of the sale. 
  
The Plant Swap Committee (Donnetta Parish, Charline Russell and 
Shirley Reese) has been busy planning the Sugar Land Garden Club 
Plant Swap.  It will be held Tuesday, June 18, 9:30 a.m. at Sugar Land 
City Park which is on 7th street between Wood and Eldridge.   Hope 
you can come. 
  
Everyone, have a relaxing summer and I look forward to seeing all at 
our next general meeting on Sept. 17, 2013.  If you get to travel this 
summer, share some of your garden or flower pictures with us thru the 
Greenleaf!   You can e-mail pictures and a small write up to the Green-
leaf editor, Barbara Willy @ slgcGreenleafSubmission@gmail.com. 
  
Blessings, 
Carrie Sample 

 

Sugar Land Garden Club Plant Swap 

Tuesday, June 18th, 9:30 a.m. 

Sugar Land City Park  

7th St. between Wood and Eldridge 

Our plant swap open only to members and their guests will be in 
the park’s covered pavilion.  There is plenty of near-by parking, a 
playground, and shady trees.  We will gather at 9:30 a.m. for re-
freshments.  At 10:00 drawings for plants will begin, followed by 
the plant swap. This will be a casual event, much like our plant 
swap at the end of our general meetings.  There is room to spread 
out, so feel free to bring anything that is garden related, such as 
plants, cuttings, pots, tools, magazines and catalogs, etc. You do 
not need to bring anything to attend.  Feel free to bring whatever 
you like and take whatever you like.   

 

Please remember to label your plants, take home any plants you 
brought that did not find a new home and don’t take plants off the 
tables until the swap begins. 

 

Contact Donnetta Parrish, Charline Russell, or Shirley Reese if you 
have any questions. 
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Asclepias Viridis 

Tip: A bird bath or 

water source will 

prevent bird damage 

to fruits and 

vegetables by birds 

who are thirsty. 

 
 
  

Many Thanks To 
  

Cheryl Swanson 
  
  

For Your Leadership 
 of the 2013 

  
Sugar Land Garden Tour 

 

This event is on June 20 2013. 

Rasberry Ants by Dr. Paul Nester, Entomologist, Texas A & M AgriLife Extension Specialist 

Time: Social 6:30 p.m.; Presentation 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Location: Bud O’Shieles Community Center, 1330 Band Road, Rosenberg, TX 77471 

For information: Call 281-733-7068 or email FortBendmg@ag.tamu.edu. 
  

Fort Bend Master Gardener Program 

Welcome 2013—2014 SLGC Officers 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Yellow Shrimp Plant 

SLGC Greenleaf  
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SLGC Book Donations 

August Speaker at Sugar Land Branch Library --- 
Date Changed to August27 ---  Seed Cleaning 
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The Sugar Land Garden Club donates books about gardening and nature to the Fort Bend County Library Sys-
tem through the Sugar Land Branch Library. For the 2012-2013 garden club year, we have purchased and donat-
ed the following selections.  Some of the books are currently available for check-out.  Others will not be available 
until the Fall of 2013.   
 

Adult Titles: 

A Garden Book for Houston and The Texas Gulf Coast by Lynn Herbert 
Texas Peach Handbook by Jim Kamas and Larry Stein 
Living Witness (Historical Trees of Texas) by Ralph Yznaga 
River of Contrasts The Texas Colorado by Margie Crisp 
On Politics and Parks by George Bristol 
 
 

Children's Titles: 
Bloomin' Tales:  Legends of Seven Favorite Texas Wildflowers – Cherie Foster Colburn 
Where Butterflies Grow – Joanne Ryder 
Design Your Own Butterfly Garden – Susan Harkins 
Green Kids Guide to Garden Pest Removal – Richard Lay 

The date of the SLGC sponsored garden talk at the Sugar Land Branch Library is being changed 
to Tuesday, August 27.  Please mark your calendars.  The speaker's program will be  from 2:00 pm - 3:00 
pm., topic to be announced at a later date.  A Seed Cleaning Workshop will start after the talk is over 
and the tables are setup, probably from 3:30 pm  - 4:30 pm.  There will be a short introduction in the 
beginning about picking seeds and how to tell when seeds are ripe enough to pick. Then we will proceed 
to clean seeds. 
 
Anyone who has seeds that need to be cleaned can bring the seeds, find out what is chaff and what are 
the actual seeds, and clean their own seeds in the company of fellow gardeners.  Anyone wishing to do-
nate seeds to GAPS is welcome to bring seeds, clean them at the workshop, and leave them for Sylvia 
Alewine, who is heading the GAPS Seed Committee this year. 
 
Please bring kitchen sieves of various sizes.  If you have seeds with a hard outer skin like Gulf Coast 
Penstemon, a pair of pliers will be helpful.  
 
If you have any questions, please call or e-mail Lan Shen. 

“Check out the 

donated titles as 

well as those 

recommended in 

the horticulture 

column.“ 

Passion Flower 

Mexican Hat 



Gaps Seeds 

“Remember to clean the 

chaff from your seeds 

before giving them to 

GAPS Seed Committee 

members” 

Lan Shen/Donetta Parrish 
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 Now is the time to plan to collect seeds from your garden for GAPS. It is an easy contribution that many 
of our customers look forward to purchasing. The following seeds have sold well in the past:  
Abelmoschus Hollyhocks Primrose, evening ,Bluebonnet Hyacinth Bean Rudbeckia , Butterfly Pea Vine 
Indian Blanket, Sweet Peas, Cleome, Larkspur, Arugula, Columbine,  Mallow,  Basil, Coneflowers, Hardy 
Hibiscus,  Cilantro, Coreopsis, Nicotiana, Dill, Cosmos, Pavonia (rock rose), Gai Lam,Four O’clocks, 
Poppy Okra  
Green, moist, immature seeds are often not viable. Collect seeds that are dark (or tan), dried, and 
firm. For many non-fruiting seeds, wait until about an inch of the stem below the seeds is brown (or tan) 
before collecting. In the case of seeds with pods like bluebonnets, collect, just when the casing is ready to 
pop or when other seeds on the plant have begun to pop. Often seeds that readily come off on your 
hands when you touch them are ready to be collected. Click the link for a reprint of Marsha Smith’s won-
derful article on seeds from May, 2010 Greenleaf. Also, the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center has an 
informative article on Guidelines for Seed Collecting. The article also deals with how to collect and treat 
seeds with pulpy fruit like tomato.  
Collect seeds into paper, not plastic bags. Moist seeds tend to mold. Spread out the seed to dry well be-
fore storing them in plastic bags. Since GAPS seeds are sold the year they are collected, seed storage is 
not an important issue.  
Please CLEAN YOUR SEEDS before giving them to the GAPS Seed committee members, Donnetta 
Parrish or Lan Shen. Cleaning means removing most of the chaff and non-seed parts. If you have ques-
tions about which is chaff and which is seed or about how to clean, please contact us.  

GAPS SEEDS SELL!  Members’ seeds were hot sellers at GAPS 2012.  Packaged seeds and 
horticultural exhibits from the blooming plants were on display at the seed table.   Carol Free-
man and Beth Phelps are pictured.      

Bee Balm 

Thistle 



GAPS Vendors 

Inside Story Headline 

NEW VENDOR GUIDELINES FOR GAPS 

By GAPS Vendor Coordinators 

In the past, vendors have paid a small fee for their booth space as well as a 15% commission fee based 

on their total sales.  In order to simplify the process for everyone and bring our sale more in line with 

other local sales, we have decided to make a couple of changes this year that will benefit all concerned.  

Instead of having the booth fee PLUS the commission, we will now only have a booth fee.   Even 

though the new booth fee is higher than in prior years, vendors will not be out of pocket any more than 

they have been.     

Garden Club members whose items are sold indoors will be charged a flat fee of $50 for a round 

table or $75 for a 6 foot table. If you need more space the fee will be adjusted accordingly.  

Members who sell their products outside will pay a $50 booth fee for any size floor space they 

need.  They can bring their own canopy if they wish.     

All vendors will be responsible for completing their own sales transactions and packaging of items.  

They can choose to accept cash, check or credit cards.   

Vendors get to keep 100% of their sales.    

Vendors do not have to wait days to get their funds. 

Space is filling up fast!  Please respond quickly if you are interested in becoming a vendor or know 

someone who might be interested.   Contact Carolyn Salmans at csalmans@att.net if you have any 

questions.   

“Vendors now keep 

100% of their sales.  

Space is filling up fast.  

Respond quickly to 

become a vendor!” 

Carolyn Salmans 
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It is vital that we have a successful GAPS every year in order to fund our monthly events, our horticul-
tural scholarships and other charitable projects.  Volunteers are greatly needed!  Having a great day out 
with the gardening community at GAPS 2012 were left to right, Florence Hurley, Jean Marie Short, 
Cheryl Swanson and Robin Rettew.     Contact GAPS Volunteer Coordinators Jean Waleke and Mary 
Ellen Twiss to volunteer at GAPS 2013.  

Caption describing picture 

or graphic. 

Caption describing picture 

or graphic. 

mailto:csalmans@att.net


JUNE 2013 HORTICULTURAL COLUMN 

Caption describing picture 

or graphic. 

Caption describing picture 

or graphic. 
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Paula Goodwin 

Our annual garden tour was set back one week to May 18 because of rain.  But I have to say hooray for the rain and our unusually 

cool spring.  My yard is shiny, fresh, and green.  We still have not broken ground for new landscaping—waiting for permits, rain, 

and our traveling keeps setting the date back.   

College textbooks are astronomically expensive but I found and bought a used botany textbook online that was about the price of a 

hardback novel.  Some (OK, all) of the chemistry is so over my head that it is laughable.  But almost everything else is intriguing to 

me while I turn the book’s pages with my gardener hands and dirty fingernails. Maybe it is because the pages are made of a plant. 

The illustrations alone are worth the price. Books have that certain cachet for me that online information does not—they have that 

particular smell, that beauty of the printed page, that heft.   

Reading about gardening is what I do when summer come along.  This book is on my nightstand--The Drunken Botanist: The 

Plants That Create the World’s Great Drinks by Amy Stewart.  How funny that someone wrote a book about a subject that we all 

pretty much know about.  Where our beverages come from--wine (grapes); beer (hops, barley, wheat); rum (sugar cane); scotch 

(barley); tequila (agave); vodka (potatoes—but not so much anymore, it is mostly sorghum, corn, rye and wheat); bourbon (corn); 

sake (rice).  I like to walk around my garden in the relatively cool of the evening during these spring days with a glass of Chardon-

nay (grapes) in one hand and my action hoe in the other to hunt for emerging weeds.  One of my favorite quotes is from the wine-

maker extraordinaire, Galileo, “Wine is sunlight held together by moisture”. 

Stewart has also written two books on my to-read list:  Wicked Plants:  The Weed That Killed Lincoln’s Mother and Other Botani-

cal Atrocities and Wicked Bugs:  The Louse That Conquered Napoleon’s Army and Diabolical Insects 

When did Knock-Out roses recently get a bad reputation?  Is it because they are planted almost everywhere?  There is a reason, 

people!  This is the only rose I have succeeded in growing and looking healthy.  I am planting about 10 red ones in my new land-

scaping since the one I currently have seems to bloom year around despite terrible neglect. My previous collection of roses were 

planted in whiskey half-barrels behind the garage only to use as a cutting garden because the blooms were largely unaffected by 

powdery mildew, black spot, and insect damage. But the foliage was awful to behold. Note:  I do not recommend using wooden 

whiskey half-barrels as containers.  They only last a couple of years at the most before rot sets in and then they fall apart. And the 

plastic whiskey half-barrels are just too cheesy looking (only my opinion!) for any self-respecting plant to sit in--unless you are a 

vegetable. 

One of my neighbors has a magnificent crepe myrtle in his front yard and recently had his gardener cut this TREE-sized specimen 

down to just the trunk and nubs of branches.  I had the urge to run out waving my arms, yelling, “Stop!  Crepe murder”!  But no, 

there are too many others in the very same, sad shape—the owners or gardeners under the impression that crepe myrtles will only 

bloom on new wood.  Count me as one of those misinformed gardeners before joining the garden club.  I do NOTHING to my 

seven crepe myrtles now.  I repeat—NOTHING—other than trimming of dead wood and my mature crepes do not seem to need 

much of that.  They reward the whole neighborhood during the summer with stellar blooms. When they were ritually 

“murdered” (meaning that they were severely pruned) every spring, I spent lots of time and money spraying new growth for pow-

dery mildew and using systemic fungicides and pesticides. New growth could hardly support themselves, never mind the blooms. 

They all drooped under their own diseased, aphid-infested weight. These 30-year-old crepes have survived my bad information and 

are stronger, healthier, and more beautiful than ever, but still have some ugly knobs on their branches from previous unnecessary 

pruning.  Spread the word. 

I am truly humbled and flattered about being invited to continue writing for the next garden year 2013/2014.  My plans are to get a 

computer guru (one of my sons) to help give you access to my first two years of columns which were only published in the paper 

version of our newsletter. And, if possible and with permission, I would like to include other columns written by our former col-

umnists. I try not to include too many references and links to online sources, because there are members who only receive our pa-

per newsletter at meetings or via US mail. 

Have a great summer vacation, conserve your water, and mulch, mulch, mulch!   



Wild Bergamont 

SUGAR LAND GARDEN CLUB’S 

15TH ANNUAL 

 

 

 

PLANTS-A-PALOOZA! 

 2000 nursery-quality plants 

 All beautifully suited for our      

gardens 

 Low maintenance natives 

 Vibrant color perennials 

 Drought tolerant selections 

 Unique and hard to find 

 Sun, shade and in between 

 Hand-crafted garden art by 

skilled artisans &             

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2013 

8:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m.  

Sugar Lakes Club House 

930 Sugar Lakes Drive 

Sugar Land, Tx 

Credit cards now accepted! 

Log on to  

www.sugarlandgardenclub.org  

for more information  

and a partial plant list. 

Mexican Flame Vine                        White Mist Flower      Blue Chip Buddleia        Yellow Cestrum               Peachie’s Pick                                Prairie Phlox 

PLANTS-A-PALOOZA!   

DON’T MISS THE TALK BY HEIDI SHEESLEY 

Open to the public and free of charge!  Held on the Tuesday before the sale. 

Date:  Tuesday, September 17, 2013          

 Time:  9:30 a.m.    Social & free refreshments   

EXCITING ARTISANS OFFER THEIR HAVE-TO-HAVE GARDEN ART & HAND-CRAFTED ITEMS! 

WAGONS AVAILABLE, BUT BRING YOUR OWN FOR FASTER SELECTION! 

OUR MEMBERS ARE READY TO HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT PLANT FOR YOUR GARDEN! 



The Sugar Land Garden Club was founded 
in 1932 to foster a deeper appreciation and 
a better understanding of nature's beauty. 
Our current membership numbers ~150 in-
dividuals from Sugar Land and the sur-
rounding area. Our monthly meetings are 
open to the public and anyone with an in-
terest in gardening and nature is encour-
aged to become a member. 

Some of our activities include:   

 Monthly Speaker Series 

 Monthly Garden/Floral Craft Activity 

 Monthly Field Trip to Regional Gardens, 

Arboretums, and Nurseries 

 

We Are On the Web! 

http://sugarlandgardenclub.org/  

SLGC Visits Nacogdoches Azalea Trail 
Ruby M. Mize Azalea Garden at SFA 

The Sugar Land Garden Club year starts 
in June and runs through May of the next 
year. Membership is open to anyone 
interested in gardening.  For more 
information about joining the Sugar Land 
Garden Club, be sure to e-mail us. We will 
be happy to tell you more about the club. 

Rare large group photo submitted by Anne Matzelle. 

http://sugarlandgardenclub.org/
mailto:membership@sugarlandgardenclub.org

