
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Buying new plants from our Garden Art and Plant Sale is 

Rain rain go away!  The weather has acted up on the day of 

our Spring Tour two years in a row now.  Thank heavens our 

tour committee, headed by Cheryl Swanson, had the fore-

sight to plan for a rain date this year.  The “Secret Gardens 

of Sugar Lakes” had to be rescheduled to the rain date due 

to the tremendous amount of rain we had received on the 

original date.  Cheryl and her tour committee scrambled into 

action to make sure our 14
th
 Annual Spring Garden Tour 

was a success.  And it was.   

A heartfelt thank you goes to each of the garden owners and 

also to Cheryl Swanson and her hard-working committee.  

They have overcome the impossible…two years in a row… 

in order to give the gardening community a day to remem-

ber.   

A big thank you to the 2013 Garden Tour Committee! 

Left to right: Lynette McQueen, Carrie Sample, TOUR 

CHAIR Cheryl Swanson, Sue Jordan, Rose Ann Acosta, 

Beverly Todd and Vicki Fordyce.     President’s Message 

Cont on page 2 column 1 

 

GAPS NEEDS YOU! 

Mary Ellen Twiss 

GAPS Volunteer Co-Chair 

twiss@hal-pc.org 

281-242-8613 

   We need you!  Mark your calendars right now 

for volunteering at the exciting 15
th
 Annual Gar-

den Art & Plant Sale to be held on Saturday, 

September 21, 2013.  To show our appreciation 

for all of our hard-working GAPS volunteers, all 

volunteers will be able to preorder plants after 

our September meeting.  Volunteers from cash-

iers to cookie bakers to plant haulers will be able 

to preorder.  This year credit cards will be  ac-

cepted. 

   In the meantime, please contact either  
Jean Waleke at jeanredi@aol.com or  
Mary Ellen Twiss at twiss@hal-pc.org to let us 
know that you or your spouse or teenage son or 
daughter is interested in volunteering.  We really 
need strong, able-bodied people to help with set-
ting up and/or breaking down the sale.  Remem-

ber, only volunteers will be able to preorder 
plants.  We will begin contacting you in a few 
weeks. 
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Feinstein Challenge 
From Mary Ellen Twiss and Jean Waleke 

Co-Chair, GAPS Volunteer Committee 

 
 

 

Thank you to Sugar Land Garden Club members!! 
The club raised $1757.00 for the Feinstein Chal-
lenge. The total amount raised includes $750 donat-
ed by the club. The East Fort Bend Human Needs 
Ministry will now receive funds from the Feinstein 
Foundation. It is a wonderful way to help hungry 
families in Fort Bend!!! 

mailto:jeanredi@aol.com
mailto:twiss@hal-pc.org
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June 18th Plant Swap 

 

Sugar Land Garden Club Plant Swap 

Tuesday, June 18th, 9:30 a.m. 

Sugar Land City Park  

7th St. between Wood and Eldridge 

 

Our plant swap open only to members and their guests will be in the park’s covered pavilion.  There is 
plenty of near-by parking, a playground, and shady trees.  We will gather at 9:30 a.m. for refreshments.  At 
10:00 drawings for plants will begin, followed by the plant swap. This will be a casual event, much like our 
plant swap at the end of our general meetings.  There is room to spread out, so feel free to bring anything 
that is garden related, such as plants, cuttings, pots, tools, magazines and catalogs, etc. You do not need to 
bring anything to attend.  Feel free to bring whatever you like and take whatever you like.   

 

Please remember to label your plants, take home any plants you brought that did not find a new home and 
don’t take plants off the tables until the swap begins. Contact Donnetta Parrish, Charline Russell, or 
Shirley Reese if you have any questions. 

 

 

PHOTOS: TO VIEW & FOR SCRAPBOOK 
 

Donnetta Parrish’s photos of GAPS and Don Johnson’s original dragonfly and damselfly photos have been uploaded to the 
Current Month’s Photos Album (https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/CurrentMonthSPhotos) in our Picasa web-
site.  Last month’s photos have been moved to the SLGC 2012-2013 Album 
(https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/SLGC20122013) 
 

So that she can easily view the photos and print only the ones she needs, Carolyn Salmon, Scrapbook Chair, has re-
quested that members wishing to submit photos for the scrapbook to upload them to our Picasa website: 
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos .   
  

There are two ways to upload the photos.  One way is to get the password from Lan Shen to get onto the site and upload. 
Instructions for uploading will come with the password. 
 

The second way to upload is to email it to a special address.  A notice will shortly be sent out by membership, as to which 
address you should email the photos, so that email address is not posted on the web for security reasons. When you upload 
by email, whatever you put in the subject heading will be the title of the photo.  If you submit three photos and all can be ti-
tled “GAPS 2012”, then use that as subject and you can attach all photos in one email. However, if one photo is from 
“October, 2012 Field Trip” and two photos are from “GAPS 2012”, you would need to send the photos in two separate 
emails with the two separate subject headings.  Once you email the photos, it will be in the album titled Dropbox, until 
someone moves it to either the Album Current Month’s Photos or SLGC 2012-2013 

https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/CurrentMonthSPhotos
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/CurrentMonthSPhotos
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/SLGC20122013
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/SLGC20122013
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos
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Texas A&M Scholarship Recipient 

Catherine Simpson 

I sincerety appreciate being a recipient of this award. As a doctorat student in Horticulture, I 

hope that my academic performancg volunteer activities anu teaaerst,ip in tr," 

Horticulture Graduate council exemplifies the spirit in which scholarship was intended. ln my 

career, I have had the opportunity to work with community organizations and garden clubs in 

order to improve greenspacing and landscaping ln low income areas. These opportunities have 

inspired me to become a professor of horticulture, votunteer for various organizations and 

causes, and deepened my love and appreciation for horticulture. lt is my goal to improve the 

knowledge, understanding and involvement 

of future students in not only horticulture, but in environmental improvement and conserva-

tion. This scholarship will altow me to continue my studies by relieving some of the pressures 

that tuition, fees and other educational expenses occur in graduate school. Thank you for the 

opportunity and honor of receiving this scholarship. 

“These opportunities have inspired me 

to become a professor of horticulture, 

voltunteer for various organizations and 

causes, and deepened my love and 

appreciation for horticulture.“ 

Catherine Simpson 

 

SFA Scholarship Recipient 

Amny Rose 

“Already, I can see how my time at Stephen F' Austin is helping me advance towards my fu-

ture goals' ultimately, I would like to own my own nursery' This would allow me to combine my 

two greatest passions-caring for plants, and working ln my classes' I am learning the neces-

sary skills to accomplish these goals, and my other activities help to enhance this learning. It is 

extremely satisfying to see that my efforts are paying off, but more importantly, to see how the 

financial and emotional backing of others is going to good use. Without the help of people like 

you, I would not be able to get to where I want to go. Because continuing my college education 

is so important to me, it is a great encouragement to know that there are people like you be-

hind me who support my dreams. I am very grateful to have your assistance as l continue to 

learn through extracurricular activities, and the countless other opportunities that have and will 

continue to arise throughout the next couple years' Receiving this scholarship has helped rein-

force my desire to succeed in college; not only for myself, but for those who have shown that 

they believe in me and are willing to help me reach my goals' I am honored to have been se-

lected as the recipient of this scholarship. Thank you so much for the support that your gift 

demonstrates. 

“Ultimately, I would like to own my 

own nursery' This would allow me 

to combine my two greatest 

passions-caring for plants, and 

working  with people.”“ 

Amny Rose 
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Don’s Bug Corner 
 Sugar Land Garden Club member Don Johnson, is a member of the Fort Bend County Master Gardeners' 

 

 Entomology Group and of the Texas Master Naturalists, Coastal Prairie Chapter.  He gives talks on insects. 

 

What’s On the Milkweed? 

While visiting yards recently, questions came up about animal life that is found on milkweed.  People generally want to know if 

the creature is going to hurt the plant or the monarch.  Over the years I have ob-

served a variety of animals coming to the milkweed plants in our yard. 

The main animal that everyone wants to see, of course, is the monarch caterpillar.  
If you watch a female monarch as she lays an egg you will be able to see the egg 
on the milkweed leaf, usually on the underside.  If all goes well that egg will pro-
duce a caterpillar in several days. Using a hand lens, you can check the egg’s de-
velopment each day until the caterpillar emerges, providing it is still there, be-
cause a predator may find it first.   If the caterpillar emerges and begins to strip the 
plant of its leaves it will take about two weeks until it is ready to make a chrysalis.  
The caterpillar will leave the plant to find a suitable place to pupate and should 
become an adult in about ten days.  As noted in my April article there are many 
hazards in the life of a butterfly including predators and diseases.  We seem to have a bumper crop of anoles this year and 
maybe it is coincidental, but there are fewer caterpillars and butterflies.  I have witnessed an anole with butterfly wings flap-
ping from its mouth.  We have seen anoles stalking butterflies as well and wonder if they have had an impact on our butterfly 
population. Click the link to see a green anole eating a monarch butterfly. http://milkweedpatch.blogspot.com/2011/09/green-
anole-eating-monarch-butterfly.html    We don’t know if the anole became sick or if the toxins did not bother it.  We have 
wasps in our yard and they are also predators of the monarch caterpillars and butterflies.  
There are visitors to the milkweed that do not bother the monarch.  The honey bee likes the flowers and is not interested in 
the caterpillar.  You will probably notice lady beetles on your milkweed because they feed on the aphids that seem to appear 

soon after planting.   
The lady beetles often lay eggs near an infestation of aphids, because they know 
that their larvae will then have something to eat.  You may see the larvae and the 
pupa form on the milkweed.  The queen butterfly also uses the milkweed as a host 
plant so you might also see the queen caterpillar.  A good site to see the compari-
son of the queen and monarch caterpillars is:   http://www.butterflyfunfacts.com/
monarchqueenchrysalis.php  

A common sight on the milkweed, when seed pods appear, is the milkweed bug.  
They appear in a large group of tiny 
nymphs or in a small group of older 
and bigger insects.  They are inter-
ested only in the seeds of the milk-

weed.  Although they look similar to the assassin bug, an insectivore, they are 
herbivores and will not hurt the caterpillars.  Generally the milkweed bugs travel 
in groups, whereas the assassin bug usually is alone.  Another herbivore is the 

“swamp milkweed leaf beetle” which looks like a large lady beetle.  Although I 
have not found one yet, the milkweed longhorn beetle, an herbivore, could ap-

pear on your milkweed.   http://www.pbase.com/crocodile/image/47090252   

Predation is a common occurrence in all gardens, and knowing the beneficial 

predators will help you control pests.   

Avoid spraying chemicals indiscriminate-

ly and never on the milkweed because it 

will harm the caterpillars and other bene-

ficial insects.  Becoming familiar with the 

various animals that come to your milk-

weed will help you distinguish the differ-

ence between the pests and beneficials. 

                                                                 

The larvae of the lady beetle will eat the 

aphids on this milkweed. 

The lady beetle pupa will stay in one 

place for several days until the adult 

This is a milkweed bug who likes the 

seeds of the milkweed plant. 

The egg is usually found under the 

leaf. 

The swamp milkweed leaf beetle looks 

like a lady beetle, but it is an herbivore. 

http://milkweedpatch.blogspot.com/2011/09/green-anole-eating-monarch-butterfly.html
http://milkweedpatch.blogspot.com/2011/09/green-anole-eating-monarch-butterfly.html
http://www.butterflyfunfacts.com/monarchqueenchrysalis.php
http://www.butterflyfunfacts.com/monarchqueenchrysalis.php
http://www.pbase.com/crocodile/image/47090252


The Sugar Land Garden Club was founded 
in 1932 to foster a deeper appreciation and 
a better understanding of nature's beauty. 
Our current membership numbers ~150 in-
dividuals from Sugar Land and the sur-
rounding area. Our monthly meetings are 
open to the public and anyone with an in-
terest in gardening and nature is encour-
aged to become a member. 

Some of our activities include:   

 Monthly Speaker Series 

 Monthly Garden/Floral Craft Activity 

 Monthly Field Trip to Regional Gardens, 

Arboretums, and Nurseries 

Primary Business Address 

Address Line 2 

Address Line 3 

Address Line 4 

We Are On the Web! 

http://sugarlandgardenclub.org/  

As our summer progresses and watering sanctions are enacted in our Sugar Land neighborhoods, con-

sider whether these natives could supplement the plants in your garden.  Be sure to stop, sit and enjoy 

the fruits of your gardening.  See you in the fall! 

Summer Gardening in Texas 

The Sugar Land Garden Club year starts 
in June and runs through May of the next 
year. Membership is open to anyone 
interested in gardening.  For more 
information about joining the Sugar Land 
Garden Club, be sure to e-mail us. We will 
be happy to tell you more about the club. 

Microsoft 

Asclepias tuberosa  Wild Bergamont 

Purple Coneflower 

Rosinweed White Wild Indigo 

Gayfeather 

http://sugarlandgardenclub.org/
mailto:membership@sugarlandgardenclub.org

