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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Spring is finally here.  The weather is warming up; the 
flowers are coming around; we are all feeling the itch to get 
out and work in the yard.  Focus all of that energy towards 
more entertaining pursuits, rather than pulling weeds! The 
SLGC offers just what you need.  
 

Many of us don’t have much sun in our yards.  The mature 
trees shade our yards and sun-loving plants find growth a 
challenge. At our April 16 general meeting, Dr. David 
Creech, Professor of Horticulture at Stephen F Austin 
University, will give us his ideas and suggestions for how 
we can live “Life on the Dark Side – Shade Gardening”.  We 
have more choices than just cast iron plant, polka dot plant, 
and impatiens! 
 

Our final field trip of the year 
is a must do for everyone. 
Maas Nurseries in Seabrook 
has been an institution for 
exotic plants and garden 
décor since 1951.  The date 
of our trip is the last Tuesday 
of the month on April 23. 
Lunch is at Villa Capris which 
has a beautiful view of the 
 

water.  It’s always much more enjoyable to go to a nursery 
with gardening pals rather than by yourself, so sign up to 
go. Look for the field trip table at the April general meeting.   
 

Pure enjoyment is the order of the day at our 14th Annual 
Spring Garden Tour on Saturday, May 11.  This year, we 
will feature nine – count ‘em nine! -  stunning gardens in the 
Sugar Lakes area.  We can use your help either as a 
volunteer at one of the houses or you can buy a ticket or 
two or three!  A few more helpers are needed on the day of 
the tour.  Look for the beautiful display board at the general 
meeting and you will find the tour committee ready to sign 
you up.  Don’t forget that all volunteers get to see the 
gardens on our private preview tour on the Friday before 
the tour day. 
 

And last, but not least, our May social event will be a 
fabulous brunch at the Sugar Creek Country Club.  Donna 
Romaine and her committee have worked extremely hard to 
create a lovely morning for us, so be sure to attend!  All 
members and their friends are invited.   Make your 
reservations at the April meeting.         
 

Happy gardening! 
Terri 

 
 

Continued on column 2 
 

                                                    
 

SLGC’S MARY MEREDITH  
IN TPW MAGAZINE3 

 

SLGC member Mary Meredith and her 
photo are in the new April 2013 Issue of 
the Texas Parks & Wildlife Magazine! 
See the story on pages 40-47:    
http://www.tpwmagazine.com/archive/20
13/apr/ed_2_masternaturalists/ 
 

The story is about the Texas Master Naturalist Program, of 
which she and her husband are members. 
 

 

 
 

MAY MEETING: SPRING BRUNCH 
 

It’s time to welcome spring with our New Officer Installation 
Brunch on Tuesday, May 21, 2013.  The brunch is our last 
major event of the year.  It is a time to thank our current 
officers for their time and talents and a time to install our new 
officers for the 2013 – 2014 year. 
 

We invite you to join us from 9:30 a.m.  – 11:30 a.m. for 
brunch at the Sugar Creek Country Club, 420 Sugar Creek 
Blvd., Sugar Land, 77478.  Registration is required.  Bring your 
$23 to register at the April general meeting or contact Donna 
Romaine.  
 

Hope to see you all there! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FEINSTEIN CHALLENGE 
DONATION DEADLINE IS APRIL 16! 

By Debe Fannin 
 

Every year philanthropist, Allan Feinstein, donates one 
million dollars to hunger fighting organizations in the USA. It 
is called a challenge because the more money that is 
donated to an agency in the months of March and April, the 
more money it receives from Feinstein.   
 

The SLGC donates money to the East Fort Bend Human 
Needs Ministry, which runs a food bank for people in our 
area. 
 

You can donate cash or checks at the community service 
table at the general meeting in April or you can send a check 
to SLGC treasurer, Margie Raley.  Deadline is April 16. 
 

If you write a check, make the check out to SLGC and write 
Feinstein on the memo line. Tax receipts are available. 

 

 
 

http://www.tpwmagazine.com/archive/2013/apr/ed_2_masternaturalists/
http://www.tpwmagazine.com/archive/2013/apr/ed_2_masternaturalists/
http://goo.gl/maps/30l42
http://goo.gl/maps/30l42
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Dues for SLGC are payable each spring, $30 for the 
following year.  New members joining June 1 - 
December 31 shall pay $30 for the current year. New 
members joining January 1 - March 31 shall pay $20 for 
the current year.  For new members joining in April, 
dues are $30 and apply to the following garden club 
year. Each member receives a monthly newsletter and 
copy of the club yearbook.   
 

 

The Sugar Land Garden Club of Sugar Land, Texas, 
publishes the Greenleaf Newsletter monthly except 
June, July, & December. 
 

Editors 
Lan Shen 

Jennifer Washam 
 

DEADLINE IS THE SECOND TUESDAY OF 
PUBLICATION MONTH 

 
Contact for articles and contributions: 

MySLGCphotos@gmail.com or 713-771-1415 
 

 

2011-2012 Club Officers 
 

President Terri Hurley 
 

1
st
 vice president Kathy Hradecky     

Programs 
 

2
nd

 vice president  Elisabeth Jones 
Membership                      Carrie Sample 
                                          Emilie Wilson 
 

Recording Secretary Sherrie Strickland  
 

Treasurer Margie Raley 
 

Parliamentarian Mary Ellen Twiss  

 

Life on the Dark Side—Shade Gardening 
By Kathy Hradecky 

 

On Tuesday, April 16, come learn 
about wet shade, dry shade, color in 
the shade, and color without flowers. 
Shade gardening doesn't have to be 
boring! Dr. David Creech is a 
Professor of Horticulture at Stephen 
F. Austin University in Nacogdoches 
and Director of the SFA Mast 
Arboretum.   Dr. Creech also directs 
the 8-acre SFA Ruby Mize Azalea  
 

Garden and co-directs the SFA Pineywoods Native Plant 
Center, only the third garden affiliated with the Lady Bird 
Johnson Wildflower Center in Austin. He is a past President 
of the Native Plant Society of Texas and he frequently travels 
around the world on various botanical adventures.  Dr. 
Creech will share his expertise on our shadier companions in 
the garden. 
Photo:  David Creech with his wife, Janet 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHANGE IN PARKING FOR THE APRIL 
16 GENERAL MEETING 

By Terri Hurley 
 

Please note a change in parking for our April 16 general 
meeting. The Knights of Columbus (KC) Hall parking lot will 
be full of tents for the St. Theresa Bazaar, which will be held 
the following weekend. We will have to park in either the 
church lot across the street or in the ‘Skate Park’ lot behind 
the building.  
 

The parking will be changed as follows: 
 

 There will be cones blocking the entrances to the parking 
lot. Mr. Bob Sullivent, KC Hall facilities manager will be 
manning the entrances and he will allow restricted access 
to the lot.  

 Most members and guests will need to park across the 
street at the church or behind the KC Hall in the ‘Skate 
Park’ Parking lot. These lots are located off of Wood Blvd.  

 Only those few members who need close access for health 
reasons will be able to park in the regular KC Hall lot. There 
will be a few spots available for those members. You can 
just pull into the lot and you will be directed by Mr. Sullivent.  

 For the hospitality committee or board members, if you 
need to unload supplies, please pull into the lot and you will 
be directed by Mr. Sullivent. Unload your supplies quickly, 
then move your car to the church lot or behind the building. 

 Anyone pulling into the lot and driving to the building should 
drive carefully around and past the tents. 

 Here is a link to a Google satellite photo showing the new 
parking spaces: http://goo.gl/maps/HXuAa  

 

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding. 
 
 
 

HOSPITALITY 
 

We want to thank Christina DeLuca for volunteering to 
be Host Chair for this month. She is responsible for 
arranging for our refreshments and meeting setup. We 
also want to thank all the members who signed up to co-
host this month.    
 

We are looking for members to sign-up to be Host 
Chairs for the 2013 - 2014 Garden Club meetings. 
Please contact Kathleen  Louviere(281-201-2151) or 
Jean Waleke (281-565-5873). 

 

10 BEAUTIFUL TREE TUNNELS 
 

Eulalia Nichols forwarded a chain email of 10 Most 
Beautiful Tree Tunnels in the World. The photos are 
gorgeous. The email was copied and pasted in the 
linked document, so all can see it. 
 

 

TIME TO RENEW 
 

It is time to renew your memberships! You may download 
and print your membership form from the Sugar Land 
Garden Club website, www.sugarlandgardenclub.org.  We 
will be taking your forms and dues of $30 at the sign-in table. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Shen.gcmn@gmail.com
http://goo.gl/maps/HXuAa
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BQvTKoynFI1XrlY5ahzmCwVDs8J4MQkPSsOj6cEqAHI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BQvTKoynFI1XrlY5ahzmCwVDs8J4MQkPSsOj6cEqAHI/edit?usp=sharing
http://sugarlandgardenclub.org/SLGC_Membership_Form_2013-2014.pdf
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/


 3 

 

2013 SPRING GARDEN TOUR 
By Cheryl Swanson

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Join us on Saturday, May 11, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for the 14th 
Annual SLGC Spring Garden Tour in the 

 

Secret Gardens of Sugar Lakes 
 

Enjoy nine unique gardens at:   
534 Kingfisher 206 Brook Forest Trail  
403 Kingfisher 407 Baybridge Dr. 
814 Kittiwake Ct. 871 Harbour Place 
234 Kingfisher 1122 Heron Way 
819 Oyster Creek @ Teal 
 

Tickets are $15.00 and can be purchased either ahead of time by 
contacting Cheryl Swanson (281-242-1773 or 
jnsclsone@windstream.net) or at any of the tour locations on the 
day of the tour. Click on this link to view a Map of the Garden 
Tour. Click on the links below to read descriptions of the homes & 
their owners. More information at www.sugarlandgardenclub.org.  
 
 

The tour is open to the public. Admission for children under 12 is 
free. Proceeds from the tour will go back into the community by 
helping fund SLGC’s community service projects.   

Home of Mark & Becky Janik,  
1122 Heron Way 

Home of Andre & Robin Leeder, 
534 Kingfisher 

Home of Tak & Linda Seto,  
234 Kingfisher 

Home of Ken & Judy Wallis, 
871 Harbour Place 

Home of John & Christine Nguyen, 

403 Kingfisher 

2013 Spring Garden Tour Committee. Left to right: 
Lynette McQueen, Carrie Sample, Tour Chair/Cheryl 
Swanson, Sue Jordan, Rose Ann Acosta, Beverly 
Todd, Vicki Fordyce. Not shown: Diana Miller. 

mailto:jnsclsone@windstream.net
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/Map2013.jpg
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/Map2013.jpg
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/1122%20Heron%20Way.pdf
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/534%20Kingfisher%20Dr.pdf
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/234%20Kingfisher%20Dr.pdf
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/871%20Harbour%20Place.pdf
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/403%20Kingfisher%20Dr.pdf
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Home of Juan & Lydia Guerrero, 819 Oyster Creek Dr. 

Home of Omar & Rifat 
Abdulla,  
814 Kittiwake Ct. 

Home of Dan & JC Blaker, 206 Brook Forest Trail 
 

FIELD TRIP 

By Mary Allen 
 

This month’s field trip will be to Maas  Nursery in Seabrook on 
Tuesday, April 23.  Jim Maas calls this amazing nursery his 
“gardening paradise.” If you are looking for a specific plant, 
search his inventory on his website (www.maasnursery.com) 
and you will probably find what you want since he carries all 
types of plants while specializing in the unusual and the 
unique. Right now this “gardening paradise” is overflowing 
with color! Last week the nursery received a shipment of 500 
healthy roses of all colors. There was also an abundance of 
blooming annuals, shrubs, Japanese maples, bamboo, irises, 
flowering vines, vegetable plants, and herbs.   
 

While we are at the nursery, a speaker will explain how to set 
up herb gardens in specific containers for French, Mexican, 
and Italian cooking and container herbs for herbal tea. Maas 
Nursery also carries a large variety of ceramic garden pots, 
containers for water features, and a large gift shop filled with 
art and decorative features for your patio or garden. 
 

After Mass Nursery, we will have lunch at the Villa Capri 
Restaurant. While you may order from the menu, a buffet is 
available for $9.95 plus beverage.    
 

We will leave the Knights of Columbus Hall’s parking lot at 
9:00 a.m. The contact person for this field trip is Elizabeth 
Russell (281-494-6080, home; 281-793-2541, cell). 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Home of Guillermo & Wilma 
Narvacan,   

407 Baybridge Dr. 

            BUTTERFLY GARDEN  
 

The Sugar Land Garden Club planted and maintains the 
butterfly garden at the Sugar Land Branch Library at 550 
Eldridge Road.  Volunteers are needed.  Please consider 
joining the fun one or two times this year.  The weeding, 
pruning, and planting take about one hour once a month.  The 
next workday is listed in the yearbook as Thursday, April 25.  
Meeting time in the garden is 8:00 a.m. to accommodate busy 
schedules.  For more information, contact Joel Chavez at 
joel.chavez@earthlink.net or 832-633-0400.   

LIBRARY 
By Kathy Hradecky 

 

The Sugar Land Garden Club donates 
books about gardening and nature to the 
Fort Bend County Library System through 
the Sugar Land Branch Library.  We 
recently purchased and donated A Garden 
Book for Houston and The Texas Gulf 
Coast by Lynn Herbert.  This book is the 
fifth edition of Houston’s classic garden 
book by the same title published by  the 
River Oaks Garden Club.   
 

During the next couple of weeks, we will be purchasing 
some children's gardening books.  If you have any  title 
suggestions, please contact Kathy Hradecky or Lan Shen. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/819%20Oyster%20Creek%20Dr.pdf
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/814%20Kittiwake%20Court.pdf
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/814%20Kittiwake%20Court.pdf
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/206%20Brook%20Forest%20Trail.pdf
http://www.maasnursery.com/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/407%20Baybridge%20Dr.pdf
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/407%20Baybridge%20Dr.pdf
mailto:joel.chavez@earthlink.net
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HORTICULTURE 
By Paula Goodwin 

 

The plants in my garden are looking GOOD this spring. 
 Unfortunately, a lot of them are going to be ripped out this 
month during our re-landscaping project. Fortunately, other 
better-planned plantings will take their place. Some plants will 
go into containers in my “hospital space” behind the garage 
to be given away in future garden club’s plant swaps or to be 
put into containers on my patio. 
 

Below are some of the plants on the chopping block. Some of 
them never should have been planted in that space in the first 
place. I am sure that most gardeners can relate. 
 

 A crepe myrtle that never had more than a few blooms 
because it sits in the shade of our large live oak. 

 An old ligustrum that has a serious case of lean-over and 
its sister ligustrum that was left half-dead from last summer’s 
drought. 

 My scale-infested sago palm. 

 Left-over cleyeras that lived in a foundation planting when 
most of the others died leaving a gap-toothed hedge. 

 Indian hawthorns that have overgrown our front walkway 
and when trimmed show their bare stick legs. 

 A cassia that grew from a seedling (its parent long since 
gone) and it just picked a bad place to root.  

 The gorgeous shell ginger I received as a door prize at our 
garden club. I threw the root underneath my backyard faucet 
where it grew extremely well—up to 7-feet, and my husband 
occasionally had to use a machete to get to the garage door. 

 A stand of lovely banana cannas in the wrong place, and 
they spread way, way out of their allotted space. 

 A Terri’s Pink Hibiscus - just because I did not trim it back, 
ever. It is so tall that it has fallen over onto a walkway.  

 Bermuda grass that is the only “decorative” plant in the 
circular bed around my live oak tree. 

 A Barbados cherry that was never planted; it just grew 
down through its nursery pot into the ground.  
 

You can see why I needed professional help. People say, 
“Oh, you are in the garden club! Your yard must be 
beautiful!”. “Ha-ha”, I say.  
 

Keeping a garden journal is helpful. The website 
www.homesteadgarden.com has “printable garden journal” 
pages—click this subject under the main menu. Alternatively, 
you can make your own, using subjects such as “What’s 
Blooming”; “Monthly Journal”—what to do each season; 
“Seed Starting”—type, sowing date, outdoor planting date. 
Make copies of these pages, slip your completed pages into 
plastic sheet protectors, and put your pages into a 3-ring 
binder.  
 

Actually, I keep two journals. One is a 3-ring binder with 
plastic sheet protectors containing printed out pages I 
downloaded from the internet, articles cut out of the Chronicle 
newspaper, and magazine articles. All this information 
pertains to our own area. My binder is divided into the 
sections: Flowers; Shrubs; Vines; Vegetables; Tropicals; 
Birds/Butterflies; Containers; Soil; and, of course, 
Miscellaneous. Another section can be your garden catalog 
wish lists: cut out and paste in what you would like to order. I 
also have a large box full of garden related clippings to be 
filed into my binder. They probably will always stay in that 
box.                                                   

Continued on column 2. 
 

Continued from column 1: 
 

My second journal is just a slim spiral notebook (one for 
each year) in which I note the date, the weather, the 
temperature, what I planted, what I trimmed, etc. Then I try 
not to accidentally leave the notebook outside.  All of my 
notebooks are water damaged; rain does happen. 
 

The field trip to Nacogdoches (I know how to spell that 
because my oldest son went to college there) was the BEST. 
 Many thanks from me to Mary Bates and her crew for an 
outstanding day. They worked to make everything extra 
special; we were treated with lots of food and drink, prizes, 
pleasant rest stops, a delicious luncheon, and a visit to a 
warm-welcoming nursery. (Note:  the nice people at Cook’s 
Nursery had homemade cookies and tasty tea for us all.  The 
tea recipe:  use instant lemon tea and substitute ginger ale 
for water.) 
 

The azaleas, Japanese maple trees, and camellias were 
awesome at Stephen F. Austin University’s Ruby M. Mize 
Azalea Garden, the largest azalea garden in Texas.  We 
especially enjoyed being with our knowledgeable guides, 
Greg Grant and Barbara Stump. Cameras were clicking all 
over the place, and I predict one photo will be on our next 
yearbook’s cover. One red camellia (Camellia japonica 
‘Jacks’) I photographed is certainly yearbook worthy. The 
weather was perfect, and the companionship was, as 
always, fun and informative.  I love gathering with gardeners.  
 

 

SLGC CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Get well card to Dolores Ottenhouse who had back problems 
and surgery. 
 

Get well card to Sherrie Strickland who had knee surgery. 

 
 

 
 

PEGGY MARTIN ROSE TIPS 
By Lan Shen 

 

Many of you already know the story of 
Katrina survivor Peggy Martin rose, $1 of 
whose sale price was donated to restore 
gardens in New Orleans.  I received one 
as a door prize, when Felder Rushing 
gave a talk at a Fort Bend Master 
Gardener event. Since my mother loves 
roses, I planted it in her rose bed. 
 

This rose is a large rambling creature, 
 

which I was told to avoid pruning and to keep the LONG 
branches horizontal in order to have many blooms.  My 
mother, who does not like vines, hated Peggy Martin! So after 
a year, I took a few cuttings, which rooted, and told my 
mother she can do anything she wanted with Peggy; I had 
another start.   
 

Early this spring, she started chopping the branches back, 
whenever it grew long. She trimmed it back extremely 
compact and WOW at each cut tip, there is now a cluster of 
blooms! So for those who do not like this rose because it is 
just too big, there is a solution. I should have known; the 
indomitable Peggy Martin that bloomed after Katrina's flood, 
will bloom after being hacked by my mother. 

 
 

http://www.homesteadgarden.com/
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/southerngarden/PeggyMartinrose.html
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GARDEN CLUB PERSONALITY 
By Terri Hurley 

 

 
 

Gardening has always been a favorite past time of 
mine….starting back when I was playing under the big 
mimosa tree in my grandmother’s front yard in Houston and 
when I was ‘helping’ my dad plant and grow watermelons and 
tomatoes as a school child in Bryan, Texas. 
 

My high school years were spent in northern Indiana and to a 
fifth generation Texan and third generation Houstonian, boy 
was it ever cold.  We just gave up on growing anything up 
there.   
 

While in college back in Houston in the 70’s, I got into the 
indoor plant phase and the “Joy of House Plants”.  I had 
dracaena marginata, which was all the rage back then and, of 
course, the old faithfuls like prayer plant and schefflera.          
 

I met my husband Greg in college and we have been together 
ever since.  We have been fortunate enough to travel and live 
the entire world over and while there we all bloomed where 
we were planted.  
 

While living in South Africa, the birding bug hit and I combined 
gardening with birding and voila, found the perfect theme for 
all my gardens.  In South Africa, I planted strelitzia for the 
sunbirds, puzzlebush for the barbets and buffalo-thorn for the 
waxbills.  In the Philippines we went tropical and planted 
passion vines for the fruit-doves, and traveler’s palms for the 
fantails and orchids just because they were abundant, cheap 
and magnificent.  Back in the US, I again plant trees and 
shrubs that provide food, shelter, or nesting sites for our own 
avian friends.     
 

In 1997, when we were back in Sugar Land, I discovered the 
Sugar Land Garden Club through an article in the local 
newspaper. At the first meeting I attended, I instantly fell in 
love with this organization.  The wonderful people, the great 
events, and the friendly atmosphere in this club were just so 
refreshing and welcoming.  I have been a member ever since 
and have served on the board in some capacity for most of 
those years.    
 

My first job was publicity chair.  Then I moved on to historian, 
workshops, recording secretary, VP for membership, Tour 
Chair, GAPS chair, and now President.  It’s been a 
magnificent three years as your President and I hate to see it 
come to a close.   I would like to take this opportunity to 
sincerely thank everyone who has served on the board these 
past three years. You are the backbone of this club and 
without you, we would not be the successful club that we are. 
I really appreciated how hard you have worked for the benefit 
of the club all these years.    Your support, your electricity, 
your enthusiasm is what has allowed us to work together as a 
team and as friends.     
 

 
 

 

GAPS 
 

CALLING ALL GAPS ARTISANS! 
It’s hard to believe, but it’s time to think about the Garden 
Art & Plant Sale coming up on September 21.  We have an 
exciting opportunity for our club members to offer their 
hand-crafted items for sale in the air-conditioned Sugar 
Lakes Clubhouse.   If you have questions, or are interested 
in booth space, please contact Sharon Pence or Carolyn 
Salmans. Club members have first “dibs”, but space is 
limited and will be opened up to others in May, so don’t 
delay!  

 
GAPS 2012 VENDOR GROUP PHOTO: Vendors from last 
year’s GAPS had a very successful day selling their garden 
art.  Please contact Terri Hurley if you are interested in 
being a vendor for the September 21, 2013 GAPS.  Photo 
by Randy Kozlovsky. 

  

CALLING FOR GAPS SEEDS!   
Now is the time to plan to collect seeds from  
your garden for GAPS.  It is an easy  
contribution that many of our customers look  
forward to purchasing.  The following seeds  
have sold well in the past: 
 

Abelmoschus Hollyhocks Bluebonnet 
Cleopme Hyacinth Bean Rudbeckia 
Columbine Indian Blanket Sweet Peas 
Coneflowers Larkspur Arugula  
Coreopsis Nicotiana Herb seeds 
Cosmos Pavonia (rock rose)  Lettuce 
Four O’clocks Poppy Okra 
 

Green, moist, immature seeds are often not viable.  
Collect seeds that are dark (or brown), dried, and firm.  For 
many non-fruiting seeds, wait until about an inch of the stem 
below the seeds are brown (or tan) before collecting.  In the 
case of seeds with pods like bluebonnets, collect, just when 
the casing is ready to pop or when other seeds on the plant 
has begun to pop.  Often seeds that readily come off on 
your hands when you touch them are ready to be collected.   
 

Collect seeds into paper, not plastic bags.  Moist seeds tend 
to mold.  Spread out the seed to dry well right after 
collecting.   
 

Please CLEAN YOUR SEEDS before giving them to the 
GAPS Seed manager: Sylvia Alewine.  Cleaning means 
removing most of the chaff and non-seed parts.   
 

Please only collect from plants that you have grown from 
seeds.  If they are not on the above list, please provide a bit 
of information about growing conditions, month to plant, etc. 
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Don’s Bug Corner  
Sugar Land Garden Club member Don Johnson, contributor to the Greenleaf writing on garden insects, is a 

member of the Fort Bend County Master Gardeners' Entomology Group and gives talks on insects.  He is also a 
member of the local Coastal Prairie Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalists.  
 

A MONARCH CRISIS? 
By Don Johnson  

 
What is happening to the monarch butterfly? In December 2012, a butterfly census taken in Mexico showed a 59% drop in 
the acreage used by this insect to overwinter. It is not possible to count each butterfly, so an estimate is made. During the 
last few years, it appears that we are hearing more problems with the decline of the monarch. Omar Vidal, the head of a 
Mexican wildlife group, stated that, “We are seeing a (downward) trend which more or less started in the last seven to 
eight years.”   
 

A chain of environmental events has caused some of the decrease of the monarch. Drought 
and the high temperatures throughout the United States led to dried butterfly eggs and had 
an influence on the nectar content of plants. Chip Taylor, the director of Monarch Watch, 
stated that these conditions disrupted the monarch’s breeding cycle. 
 

Even more troubling to Vidal and Taylor is the fact that genetically modified corn and 
soybeans planted in the farm belt allow farmers to use pesticides that kill milkweed 
previously available to monarchs as they migrate.  Taylor estimates that over 120 million 
acres of monarch habitat have been destroyed. 
 

Also troubling, is the estimate that fewer than 10% of the eggs laid by female monarchs will 
ever become adult butterflies. The environment is harsh on butterflies. Spiders, fire ants, 
and wasps kill and eat the eggs and caterpillars. Tachinid flies lay their eggs in the 
caterpillar where they hatch and feed on the host’s insides. The larvae of the fly eventually 
pupate and then become adults as the caterpillar dies. 
 

Monarchs can also become infected by protozoa called Ophryocystis elektroscirrha or OE. They are single celled 
organisms that live within the monarch and queen butterflies. Scientists believe that the two butterflies are the only hosts 
for the protozoa. A chrysalis infected with OE may develop dark spots a few days before the butterfly emerges. The 
butterfly that emerges may not form correctly or may be too weak to fly. OE spores can also be found in the dormant 
stage on the scales of the butterfly. When the female lays her eggs, some of the spores can be dropped onto the leaves 
of the milkweed which caterpillars will eat and pass on to the next generation. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Mexican government realizes the value of the monarch tourist trade and has taken steps to limit the logging that had 
threatened the trees that monarchs use during their winter stay. American gardeners can also help by planting more 
milkweed (Asclepias curassavica, the most common commercially available milkweed) in their gardens. Researchers say 
to cut the milkweed back to six inches in the fall in hopes that it will curtail the OE that may still be on the plant. Texas is 
an important way station for the monarch butterfly in its migration north and south each year. It is the last station in the fall 
for the butterfly to get nourishment before overwintering in Mexico and the first station where monarchs lay eggs on the 
journey north in the spring.  We may or may not be seeing a monarch crisis, but by adding a few milkweed plants to our 
gardens we can all do our part to help preserve one of nature’s beauties. 
 

Monarch caterpillar infected with OE. 
Link to original photo. 

OE spores. Link to original photo 

Wasp Eating a Butterfly. 

http://www.learnaboutmonarchs.com/learnaboutoespore.html
http://monarchparasites.uga.edu/whatisOE/index.html
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN CONTEST: 9 NATIVES CHALLENGE 
 

The flyer below announces the 9 Natives Challenge, a landscape design (on paper) contest using your choice of 9 native coastal 
prairie plants of the greater Houston area.  Contest rules and instructions can be accessed at prairiepartner.org.  Two 
informational lectures will be held in conjunction with the contest: on April 24 and May 22, 6:30 p.m. at Bayland Community 
Center. Help us create a palette of designs using native prairie plants (which are good for wildlife, water conservation, and nature)  
that the general public can take and apply to their own gardens.  
 

 

http://prairiepartner.org/
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SLGC General Meeting  
Tuesday, April 16 
Social 9:30 a.m.; program 10:00 a.m.   
Life on the Dark Side - Shade Gardening by Dr. David Creech 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 702 Burney Road 77498 
\ 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners 
Thursday, April 18, 7:00 p.m.,  
Wild about Wildflowers:  See box on this page.  
 

Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston 
Thursday, April 18, 7:15 p.m.,  
Native Bees in Texas- Needs and Management by Michael 

Wariner, TPWD Invertebrate Biologist.   
Free and open to the public. 
Houston Arboretum & Nature Center 
4501 Woodway in Memorial Park 77024 
 

Field Trip - Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston 
Herman Brown Park at 400 Mercury Drive in east Houston  
  is 750 acres of bottomland hardwood forest. 
Sunday, April 21, meet 8:15 a.m.; leave 8:30 a.m. 
Meet at Jogging bridge parking lot, east of Houston 

Arboretum.  Free & open to the public. 
RSVP to Paul Roling, 281-353-7413 or 
   Proling@att.net  
 

SLGC Field Trip to Maas Nursery in Seabrook 
Tuesday, April 23. See page 4. 
 

Native Prairie Association of Texas 
Wednesday, April 24 
Social 6:30 p.m.; program 7:00 p.m. 
Plants of the 9 Natives Challenge by Thomas Adams,  
  Botanist at Brazoria Wildlife Refuge 
Bayland Community Center 
6400 Bissonnet, Houston 77074 
 

SLGC Butterfly Garden Workday 
Thursday, April 25, 8:00 a.m. 
Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge 77478 
For more information, contact Joel Chavez at 

joel.chavez@earthlink.net or 832-633-0400 
 

Houston Federation of Garden Clubs 
Friday, May 10, 9:30 a.m. 
Display of Hupertufa Pot-et-fluer Designs 
Houston Garden Center, 1500 Hermann Dr. 77004 
 

9 Natives Challenge Design submission deadline 
Friday, May 10, 5:00 p.m.  
See flyer on p. 8 and prairiepartner.org for rules to contest 
 

SLGC Pre-Tour 
Friday, May 10, Pretour for volunteers.  Contact Cheryl  
  Swanson 
 

SLGC Pre-Tour 
Saturday, May 11, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., see pages 3-4. 
 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners 
Thursday, April 18, 7:00 p.m.,  
Endangered Texas Plants:  See box on this page. 

 

Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston 
Thursday, May 16, 7:15 p.m.,  
Natural Areas and Their Role in Disaster Preparedness by 

Jim Blackburn, Attorney and Rice University Professor.   
Free and open to the public. 
Houston Arboretum & Nature Center 
4501 Woodway in Memorial Park 77024 
 

SLGC Spring Brunch and  Installation of Officers  
Tuesday, April 21, 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  See p. 1. 

 
 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FORT BEND 
MASTER GARDENERS 

MONTHLY PROGRAMS 
By Deborah Birge 

   

Thursday, April 18: Wild About Wildflowers by Cheri 
Foster Colburn, author of several books; winner of 
American Horticultural Society and Junior Master 
Gardener “Growing Good Kids” Award for “Our Shadow 
Garden”–part of M D Anderson Children’s Art Project, 
illustrated by M D Anderson Children artists; collaborated 
with Chris Wiesinger on “The Bulb Hunter.  
 

Thursday, May 16: Endangered Texas Plants by Anita 
Tiller, Botanist, Mercer Arboretum and Area 
Representative for Center for Plant Conservation 
 

Both events:   
Social, 6:30 p.m.; program, 7:00 p.m. at Bud O’Shieles 
Community Center, 1330 Band Rd., Rosenberg, TX 
77471 
 

For more information: 281-733-7068 or email 
FortBendmg@ag.tamu.edu 
 
 

 

 

Sent by SLGC member Penny Johnson: 
 

Quail Valley Backyard Tour will be on April 27 from 10:00 
a.m. - 4:00 p.m. For more information and a map, click the 
previous link or Google the words Quail Valley Backyard 
Tour.  Tickets are available at all of the gardens.  Cost is 
$10 for 5 gardens.   
SLGC members Penny & Don Johnson’s home will be on 
this tour! 

PHOTOS 
 

Posted in Current Month’s Photos 
are photos of 

 the March Field Trip to Stephen F. 
Austin Mast Gardens in 
Nacagdoches sent by Joan 
Pritchard  

 the April 4 workday at Brookwood 
sent by Diana Miller 

 the April 2 Craft Workshop  

 the homes on the Garden Tour  
 

Also view Joan's album of all her 
photos of March Field Trip, 2013    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.fbmg.com/
http://www.npsot.org/Houston
http://npsot.org/Houston/Houston%20Chapter%20of%20NPSOT%20Field%20Trips.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jkeDTCpVZsl4Y8N8Qons3slgbhfy3VHjxwjGzXsGPOk/edit
mailto:Proling@att.net
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://maasnursery.com/
http://www.texasprairie.org/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
mailto:joel.chavez@earthlink.net
http://www.houstonfederationgardenclubs.org/products.htm
http://prairiepartner.org/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.fbmg.com/
http://www.npsot.org/Houston
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://traction.typepad.com/qvtour/2013/03/2013-garden-tour.html
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/CurrentMonthSPhotos
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/MarchFieldTrip2013JoanSPics

