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NEW OFFICERS FOR 2013-2014 
 

At the January General Meeting, Diane Miller, Chair of the 
Nominating Committee that consisted of Patty Ranson, 
Lan Shen, Jeanmarie Short, and Jean Waleke, presented 
the proposed slate of officers.  There were no nominations 
from the floor.  All members present elected our new 
board by voice vote: 
 

President – Carrie Sample 
First Vice President – Jo Beth Moore 
Second Vice President – Gay Chavez, Donna Romaine, 
Mary Ellen Twiss 
Recording Secretary – Jeanmarie Short 
Treasurer – Leslie Niemand 
Parlimentarian – Marilyn Zieg-Scanlin 
 

 

 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Have your landscape and eat it too!  Mixing vegetables with 
ornamentals inside your flower beds is the theme of our 
February general meeting.  Landscape architect Suzy Fischer 
will present "Mix It Up! How to Combine Ornamentals and 
Edibles to Create a Beautiful and Tasty Landscape" on 
Tuesday, February 19.  She was the designer for the Victory 
Garden in Tranquility Park and writes gardening articles for the 
Houston Chronicle.  So even if you don’t have extra space for 
a separate vegetable plot, you can still enjoy fresh vegetables 
if you follow the advice given by our speaker.  
 

On Tuesday, February 26, our 
monthly field trip takes us to 
Papershell: A Garden Gallery. 
This beautiful destination 
between Richmond and 
Rosenberg is more than just a 
nursery.  It’s a charming garden 
center focused on unique, 
unusual and healthy plants, local 
art, high quality handcrafted  

 

pieces, and Texas craft beer.  Lunch will be at the excellent 
Jay café in nearby Needville.  Visit the field trips signup table 
at the February general meeting for more details.  
 

The following Tuesday, March 5, brings us a new and different 
workshop.  Diana Miller will show us how to make a delightful 
“Bunny and Bows Wreath”.  There is a limit to the number of 
attendees so get in line early at the workshop sign-in table at 
the February general meeting.  The workshop will be held at 
the Eldridge Park Community Center.  
 

Our Brookwood Community garden therapy workdays provide 
a great opportunity for us to use our gardening skills for the 
good of the community.  Our next workday is Thursday, March 
7. This is a change from the date in the yearbook.  Space 
is limited, so sign up at the February general meeting. 
 

Our March 26 field trip will be so extraordinary that it deserves 
an early mention.  We will travel by bus to visit the Stephen F 
Austin Mast Arboretum in Nacogdoches.  The highlight will be 
a personal tour by entertaining lecturer and author Greg Grant 
who spoke to our garden club last year.  I’ll never forget how 
he had us laughing and crying all throughout his presentation.  
Be sure to sign up at the February general meeting for this 
memorable day. 
 

Happy gardening, 
                                   Terri 

2013 SPRING GARDEN TOUR 
By Cheryl Swanson 

 

Yeah, it's almost Spring!  And that means one of our 
favorite events is just months away!  So don't delay - mark 
your calendar right away. 
 

The Sugar Land Garden Club’s 14
th
 Annual Spring 

Garden Tour will be held on Saturday, May 11 from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. with rain date of May 18.  We will be 
showcasing nine lovely, unique gardens in the beautiful 
subdivision of Sugar Lakes.   
 

If you would like to be on the Tour Committee please call 
Cheryl at 281.242.1773 or email me at 
jnsclsone@windstream.net. 
 

Signup sheets for tour day volunteers will be available at 
the March and April meetings.  All volunteers will have a 
free tour of all the gardens on Friday, May 10. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:jnsclsone@windstream.net
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Dues for SLGC are payable each spring, $30 for the 
following year.  New members joining June 1 - 
December 31 shall pay $30 for the current year. New 
members joining January 1 - March 31 shall pay $20 
for the current year.  For new members joining in April, 
dues are $30 and apply to the following garden club 
year. Each member receives a monthly newsletter and 
copy of the club yearbook.   

 

The Sugar Land Garden Club of Sugar Land, Texas, 
publishes the Greenleaf Newsletter monthly except 
June, July, & December. 

Editors 
Lan Shen 

Jennifer Washam 
 

DEADLINE IS THE SECOND TUESDAY OF 
PUBLICATION MONTH 

 

Contact for articles and contributions: 
MySLGCphotos@gmail.com or 713-771-1415 

 

 

2012-2013 Club Officers 
 

President Terri Hurley 
 

1
st
 vice president Kathy Hradecky     

Programs 
 

2
nd

 vice president  Elisabeth Jones 
Membership                      Carrie Sample 
                                          Emilie Wilson 
 

Recording Secretary Sherrie Strickland  
 

Treasurer Margie Raley 
 

Parliamentarian Mary Ellen Twiss 
  

 

TIME TO RENEW 
 

It is time to renew your memberships beginning with the 
February 19 meeting.  You can download and print your 
membership form from the Sugar Land Garden Club 
website.  We will be taking your forms and membership 
dues of $30 at the sign-in table. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MIX IT UP! 

How to Combine Ornamentals and Edibles to Create A 
Beautiful and Tasty Landscape 

  

By Kathy Hradecky 
 

Suzy Fischer, our featured speaker at the General Meeting on 
February 19, is a landscape architect and principal of Fischer 
Schalles Associates and a long time board member of Urban 
Harvest.  Fischer Schalles was opened in 1983 to provide the 
Houston residential and commercial marketplace a landscape 
design alternative that would blend strong architectural design 
with horticultural expertise. 
  

Their list of clients ranges from architects and interior design 
firms, to construction contractors, individual homeowners, private 
schools and restaurants.  Suzy was the designer for the Victory 
Garden in Tranquility Park in downtown Houston.  She writes 
gardening articles for the Houston Chronicle. 
 

With a growing movement toward sustainable lifestyle and 
locally produced food, more and more gardeners are looking for 
ways to incorporate fruits, vegetables and herbs into their 
gardens.  Edibles and ornamentals - you can have them both. 
 

******************************* 

WATER FEATURES AND GARDEN 
ORNAMENTATION ON A BUDGET 

 

Simple water features and garden art 
can enhance and personalize our 
gardens without breaking the budget. 
 Vivian Pollock, who creates clay 
sculptures herself, is an avid gardener, 
practicing artist, and college professor. 
At the March 19 General Meeting, she 
will show us a variety of these features 
and how to integrate them into our 
gardens for best effect.   

 

Vivian is from Friendswood, Texas and has two Masters of Arts 
degrees. She teaches at Alvin Community College and 
Houston Community College.  She is a past president of the 
Watercolor Art Society – Houston.  Vivian has her own studio 
and teaches painting, sculpture and ceramics.  She spends a 
great deal of her time working in her garden, caring for ten 
citrus trees, grape vines, roses, vegetables and ferns. 
 

******************************* 

ANGELA CHANDLER’S WEBSITE  
 

Angela Chandler, the January speaker, gave a wonderful talk 
about creating high-density orchards in small spaces. Her 
handout can be accessed from her website: 

www.thegardenacademy.com 
     

Scroll down and click on High Density Home Orchard - ACGA 
pdf.  That is the latest version! 
 

 

HOSPITALITY 
 

We want to thank Debe Fannin for volunteering to be Host 
Chair for this month.  She will be responsible for arranging for 
our refreshments and setting up before the meeting.  Thanks 
also to all the members who signed up to co-host this month! 

  

 
 
 

 

 

SLGC CORRESPONDENCE  
 

Get well card was sent to Debra Dowden, who had gall 
bladder surgery. 
 

Get well card was sent to Elizabeth Russell-Tezes, who 
had cataract surgery. 
 

Thinking of you card was sent to Brenda Webb, whose 
father is ill. 
 

Thinking of you card was sent to Marilyn Zieg-Scanlin, 
whose husband Ed had a heart attack.  Thankfully, he is 
well now. 
 

 
 

mailto:Shen.gcmn@gmail.com
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/Membership_Form_2012-2013.pdf
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HORTICULTURE 
By Paula Goodwin 

 
 

Hello Spring.  It is raining while I write which is a welcoming 
sound.  
 

I usually start seeds in February for spring plantings of 
flowers and vegetables, but now it seems that seeds need to 
be started indoors in January. I am looking forward to 
harvesting “Longhorn” okra from seeds that I bought at our 
Garden Art and Plant Sale last September. Who was the 
person who donated these seeds? I’ve read that these 
seeds are not available through any garden catalog and can 
only be obtained through friends and neighbors.  Apparently 
this variety of okra has huge yields and grows pods that can 
grow up to over one foot long, although you would want to 
pick them at 7-8 inches.  Okra (Abelmoschus esculentus) is 
in the mallow family and is related to cotton and hibiscus, so 
its blooms are lovely. Just one okra plant can grow to over 
eight feet in height so you may need a stepladder to harvest 
at the end of summer.  Wear gloves to pick the pods since 
the plant has small spines.  Growing okra is a no-brainer in 
our area because okras love heat.  Okra fried and pickled 
are my favorites, or just picking and eating the young pods 
right off the pIant.  I will also plant “mystery” seeds given to 
me by Deborah Birge—from her mystery vine with beautiful 
flowers.    
 

You do not have to make entirely new raised beds to grow 
vegetables and herbs.  If there are even very little bare 
places in your flowerbeds, you can sprinkle seeds of carrot, 
lettuces, and radish seeds to grow small home-grown 
vegetables.  Growing vegetables is easier than you may 
think. 
 

A Martha Gonzales climbing rose struck my fancy in April 
2005 during our garden club’s field trip to the Vintage 
Rosary in Needville and I bought this beautiful red and 
golden colored China variety.  That same night my Dad 
passed away and I stuck this rose, still in its pot, in a back 
corner of my yard to fend for itself.  Then a couple of years 
later the Vintage Rosary nursery was closed because of the 
death of one of the owners, although its website is still up 
and running for information about roses to grow in our area 
www.vintagerosary.com . I had basically forgotten about this 
rose until SPROING, it suddenly popped out of all the 
shrubs in front of it a couple of years ago.   It had grown 
from its pot down into my flowerbed and its long, arching 
branches have rooted in the ground all around and over the 
fence much to the consternation of my backyard neighbor.  
The problem is that I need to move this beauty to re-
landscape my backyard.  So, here is an alert to you all.  I 
probably will need adoptive parents for all those plantlets.  
After all that went into the finding, growing, and distribution 
of this rose, there is no way that I would throw any of those 
babies away. 
 

This rose has an interesting history.  It was a rescued rose 
gathered up by the Texas Rose Rustlers—a group 
committed to finding “forgotten” roses that have survived 
years and years of neglect www.texasroserustlers.com  The 
Rose Rustlers comb through cemeteries, old homesteads, 
ditches, and abandoned gardens to take cuttings to save 
roses that are the ultimate survivors.  They found this rose in 
Navasota in a garden at a home owned by Martha Gonzales 

Continued on column 2.  
 

 

Continued from column 1: 
 

and took cuttings.  The next year when the Rustlers drove 
through Navasota to gather more cuttings, they discovered 
that the house was gone and the rose was gone.  So this 
unique rose barely escaped extinction. 
 

A couple of recent newspaper stories made me sad:  (1) 
Free-roaming cats kill 500 million birds a year.  (2) A 
Clemson University student, who was trying to find out why 
box turtles were on a population decline, put a realistic turtle 
(or  more accurately a tortoise) in the middle of a highway 
and found that about 10% of drivers intentionally targeted 
and ran over the it.   For your information--a turtle lives in the 
water and a tortoise lives on the land. 
 

CRAFT WORKSHOP 
Bunnies and Bows  
By Delores Reeves 

 

The next Workshop will be Tuesday, March 5 from 10:00 
a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at Eldridge Park, 2511 Eldridge Road in 
the Community Center.   Diana Miller will be presenting a 
Bunnies and Bows Workshop.  Get ready for Easter and 
the spring season by making a bunny wreath that can be 
placed on a door or used as a table centerpiece.  You will 
learn how to make your own bows that will enhance the 
wreath.  Ribbon, live spring plants and other spring time 
embellishments will be provided so you can create a 
personal design.  Cost is $10.00 per person and is limited 
to 20 crafters.  Everything will be furnished.  

 

Sign up at the Workshop table at the February General 
Meeting. 

 

We still have some refunds to return from the November 6 
Workshop “Creating Ornaments for the Birds” that was 
canceled.   If you have not picked up your refund please 
come by the workshop table. 

LIBRARY DONATIONS 
 

For garden club year 2012 – 2013, the SLGC has already 
purchased and donated the following books: 

On Politics and Parks by George Bristol 
Texas Peach Handbook by Jim Kamas and Larry Stein 
Living Witness: Historic Trees of Texas by Ralph Yznaga 
River of Contrasts: The Texas Colorado by Margie Crisp 

 
Other books under consideration are: 
A Garden Book for Houston and the Texas Gulf Coast by 
Lynn Herbert.  Note:  Lynn Herbert will be the speaker at 
the Thursday, February 21 meeting of the Native Plant 
Society of Texas – Houston, 7:00 p.m. (social) and 7:30 
p.m. (presentation) at the  Houston Arboretum and Nature 
Center, 4501 Woodway in Memorial Park. 
Guide to Texas Grasses by Robert Shaw                 
Extreme Birder by Lynn E. Barber 
What Can I Do With My Herbs by Judy Barrett    
Recipes From and For The Garden by Judy Barrett   
What Makes Heirloom Plants So Great by Judy Barrett 
 
If you have any comments concerning these books or 
suggestions for book donations, please contact the Library 
Chairs:  Kathy Hradecky or Lan Shen 
  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.vintagerosary.com/
http://www.texasroserustlers.com/
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1603447628
http://www.amazon.com/Handbook-AgriLife-Research-Extension-Service/dp/1603442669
http://www.amazon.com/Living-Witness-Historic-Trees-Texas/dp/1603445765
http://www.amazon.com/River-Contrasts-sponsored-Institute-University/dp/1603444661
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/houston-chronicle-for-ipad/id453564805?ls=1&mt=8
http://www.amazon.com/Grasses-AgriLife-Research-Extension-Service/dp/1603441867
http://www.amazon.com/Extreme-Birder-One-Womans-Year/dp/1603442618/ref=tmm_pap_title_0?ie=UTF8&qid=1358954083&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/What-Can-Do-Herbs-Versatile/dp/1603440925/ref=sr_1_1_bnp_0_main?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1358954146&sr=1-1&keywords=what+can+I+do+with+my+herbs
http://www.amazon.com/Recipes-From-For-Garden-Bountiful/dp/1603445781/ref=tmm_pap_title_0?ie=UTF8&qid=1358953305&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/What-Makes-Heirloom-Plants-Great/dp/1603442197/ref=tmm_pap_title_0?ie=UTF8&qid=1358953473&sr=1-1
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GARDEN CLUB PERSONALITY 

By Sylvia Alewine 
 

I was born in Edmonton, Alberta 
Canada, way up there in the frozen 
north!  While growing up, we moved 
around a bit.  At one point, we lived in 
Vancouver on the west coast and 
moved all the way to Halifax on the 
east coast.  Finally we settled in 
Calgary, which is just east of the Rocky 
Mountains and in the prairie. 

 
As a child, I thought my Aunt Robbie’s 
garden in Vancouver was beautiful and  
 

magical and that started my love of gardens.  One of my 
favorite childhood memories is the big vegetable garden my 
Mom would plant every year when we lived in Calgary. Mom 
always grew sweet peas and at harvest time, she would 
have us lined up in chairs in the backyard to shell them.  For 
every pod that we shelled that landed in the bowl, there were 
two empty pods from the peas that were in our tummies! 
 
When I was a teenager I moved to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
My Dad was going to be working there for three years, but 
due to a revolution, we left after a year. The company he 
worked for was based in Houston, so that is where we 
landed, instead of going back to Calgary.  That is why I am 
here.  I finished school, fell in love, and married a Texan!  
We met at his brother's Valentine Day wedding, where I was 
a bridesmaid.  He caught the garter; I caught the bouquet 
and we were married seven months later. 
 
Don and I raised three beautiful children in Spring, TX, where 
I had a simple garden - just pine trees, a few bushes and lots 
of bedding flowers planted every year.  When the kids were 
in elementary school, we moved to Calgary for three years. It 
drove me crazy because I wanted to plant as soon as the 
weather warmed up in April but then it was cold, then warm 
then cold again.  Every time it warmed up, I just itched to buy 
bedding plants, but you could not plant them until the end of 
May.  The first year we were there, I did buy some flowers 
and they all died.  Back in Texas, I was able to plant again 
and continue my simple gardening.  
 
After my kids grew up, I was blessed with five grandchildren 
and moved to Sugar Land.  The home we live in has a 
beautiful garden, which was already here when we moved in. 
We redid the entire front since what the builder had put in 
was too big for the space.  We replaced it with azaleas,  
 

which have always been a favorite of 
mine.  So far, we have made some 
changes on one of the side beds in the 
back and we plan to do more this spring.  
One of my favorite flowers is plumeria 
which I have in pots scattered around the 
pool to transport you into the tropics!  I 
have a great vision on what I want the 
backyard to look like and a dream of 
being a real gardener one day. 

 
 
 

ARBOR DAY PROGRAM 
By Joel Chavez 

 

Unfortunately due to weather, the Arbor Day Celebration 
after the January General Meeting was cancelled.  The 
Sugar Land Garden Club had planned to celebrate its gift 
of two trees – Mexican white oak and cedar elm - to the 
city of Sugar Land for the continued beautification of the 
city’s parks.   
 

We would like to thank Jim Browne, Joe Chesser, Phil 
Martin, and Kimberly Terrell from the City of Sugar Land.  
We would also like to thank and Cindy Bowers of 
Enchanted Forest and Vicki Gist of Keep Sugar Land 
Beautiful for their help in the selection to the planting of 
the trees. 
 

The ceremony would have closed with the following poem: 
 

Advice from a Tree 
“Stand Tall and Proud 
Sink your roots deeply into the Earth 
Reflect the light of a greater source 
Think long term 
Go out on a limb 
Remember your place among the living beings 
Embrace with joy the changing seasons 
For each yields its own abundance 
The Energy and Birth of Spring 
The Growth and Contentment of Summer 
The Wisdom to let go of leaves in the Fall 
The Rest and Quiet Renewal of Winter” 
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THE SUGAR LAND HERITAGE 
FOUNDATION & MUSEUM 

By Marsha Smith 
 

The Sugar Land Heritage Foundation began as a coalition of 
citizens working to preserve the historical artifacts, documents, 
and photographs that traced the evolution of the community from 
its early days as a sugarcane plantation into its modern era as 
one of the fastest growing cities in Texas. Today, Sugar Land 
Heritage Foundation is working with Sugar Land companies and 
residents to assemble, document, and exhibit a collection of 
Sugar Land's remarkable history for generations to come. 
 

Johnson Development has provided the Heritage Foundation with 
space on the Imperial Sugar refinery site for a temporary 
headquarters. Renovation plans are underway to create an office, 
a collections storage area, a cataloging workroom, and a 
museum exhibit gallery. 
 

The permanent museum will also be located at the historic 
refinery site, but construction of a permanent home won’t begin 
for several more years. In the interim, the office and Museum are 
in the old Engineering and Personnel Building at 198 Kempner, 
right next to the iconic 1925 Char House. 
 

The Museum is open on Saturday from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., the 
same hours as the Imperial Farmers Market.  Currently on 
display are artifacts from Imperial Sugar Company, a step-by-
step video of the sugar making process, the video of the Sugar 
Land Depot being moved from its location on Kempner Drive to 
its current location on Commerce Park Dr, where it is the Fort 
Bend Chamber of Commerce building, and a video of Sugar Land 
then and now.   There is a gift shop with books about Sugar 
Land, cookbooks from Imperial Sugar Company,  T-shirts, coffee 
mugs, mouse pads and the very collectible brass Heritage 
Collection ornaments.  The 2011 ornament depicts the Char 
House and the 2012 ornament shows the Sugar Land 
Auditorium. 
 

On the second Saturday of each month, a docent-led walk 
through some of The Hill includes a tour of the auditorium where 
a SL Cultural Arts Foundation docent will talk about the 
restoration of Sugar Land’s oldest building and its place in 
history.  Cost is $10 for adults, $5 for children 12-18 and children 
under 12 are free.  The walk begins at the Museum, promptly at 
10:00 a.m. and lasts about an hour and a half. 
 

We hope that you’ll become involved with the Sugar Land Heritage 
Foundation—as a donor, a volunteer, or both.  Please visit our 
website as www.slheritage.org for more information. 
 

 
 
 
 

FIELD TRIPS 
By Mary Allen 

 

February Field Trip 
On February 26, the garden club will visit the  Papershell 
Nursery and Garden Gallery in Richmond.  This lovely 
nursery, located in a quiet and peaceful area of 
Richmond, is filled with unusual plants and is the home to 
interesting wildlife.  Elizabeth Barrow, the owner and 
brainchild of Papershell Nursery, is a certified Fort Bend 
County Master Gardener and a Texas Certified Nursery 
Professional, so she is imminently qualified to answer 
your gardening questions.  Also on the premises is the 
Garden Gallery that contains art and unique pieces that 
are made in Texas.  For the trip to Papershell Nursery, 
we will leave the parking lot of the Knights of  Columbus 
Hall at 9:00 a.m.  The contact person for this field trip is 
Elizabeth Russell: 281-494-6080. 
 

March Field Trip 
Come on board our bus on Tuesday, March 26, and join 
us for a trip to Nacogdoches to see the lovely azaleas 
and Japanese maples in the Mize Arboretum adjacent to 
the Stephen F. Austin campus.  This eight acre garden is 
home to 7,000 azaleas, 300 camellias, 200 varieties of 
maples, 240 hydrangeas, and 400 rare ornamental trees 
and shrubs.  Greg Grant will be enlightening us as we 
tour the garden.  Lunch will be at the Fredonia Hotel 
where we will enjoy a delicious home cooked buffet with 
unbelievably tasty desserts.  After finishing our tour of the 
gardens, a representative of the Tourist Bureau will board 
the bus and give us a historical tour of downtown 
Nacogdoches. 
 

Departure: 7:45 a.m. 
Cost: $50.00 plus lunch 
Return: between 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

Please make your check payable to the “Sugar Land 
Garden Club.”  All reservations and money must be in by 
MARCH 1. There will be NO REFUNDS after that date, 
as we will have paid the money to the bus company.  We 
need 20 people to make the trip.  If we cannot meet that 
number, then the trip will be cancelled and all payments 
will be refunded. 
 

If you plan to make the trip, you will be required to sign 
the garden club’s standard waiver of liability.  This form 
will be available at the February meeting.  Come 
prepared for inclement weather.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Mary Bates at 281-565-0201 
(home) or 979-255-0350 (cell). 
 

 
 
 
 
 

            BUTTERFLY GARDEN  
 

The Sugar Land Garden Club planted and maintains the 
butterfly garden at the Sugar Land Branch Library at 550 
Eldridge Road.  Volunteers are needed.  Please 
consider joining the fun one or two times this year.  The 
weeding, pruning, and planting take about one hour once 
a month.  The next workday is listed in the yearbook as 
Thursday, February 28.  Meeting time in the garden is 
8:00 a.m. to accommodate busy schedules.  For more 
information, contact Joel Chavez at 
joel.chavez@earthlink.net or 832-633-0400.   

PRAIRIE PLANTS 
  

A new growing season has started.  Anyone interested in 
experimenting with prairie plants are welcome to request seeds 
from Katy Prairie Conservancy (KPC) from the Great-Growout 
Program, where gardeners can grow prairie plants to donate to 
restoration projects as well as to keep for their own garden.  The 
few American basketflower seeds given to Velma Stewart was 
returned many times over the following year!   
 

The program will be kicked –off on Wednesday, February 27, 
when the Houston Chapter of the Native Prairies Association of 
Texas and KPC will host a seed packing party at Bayland 
Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet, Houston 77074 at 6:30 
p.m. – social; 7:00 p.m. event begins.  All volunteers welcome.   

http://www.slheritage.org/
mailto:joel.chavez@earthlink.net
http://www.katyprairie.org/Greatgrowout.html
http://www.katyprairie.org/Greatgrowout.html
http://prairiepartner.org/group/hnpat
http://prairiepartner.org/group/hnpat
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  Don’s Bug Corner 
 Sugar Land Garden Club member Don Johnson, is a member of the Fort Bend County Master Gardeners' 

 

 Entomology Group and of the Texas Master Naturalists, Coastal Prairie Chapter.  He gives talks on insects. 
 

NATURE’S ENGINEERS 
By Don Johnson  

 
One of the wonders of nature is the architectural ability of insects.  How does one generation know how to make the same 
shapes as the last generation?   Generally, the female lays the eggs and the new generation is left to survive on its own.   
 

If you look closely at the honey bee hive you will notice a series of hexagons.  Not only is this conservation of space, it is also a 
strong construction.  How does the bee know how big to make each cell?  It is not just one bee making the nest, so is there 
some communication? 

          
 

Now look at the nest of a paper wasp and you will see the same construction as that as the honey bee.   The hexagonal shape is 
used with no wasted space and all of the cells are the same.   You can watch several wasps making the nest, but how do they 
know to make the nest that way?   Fossil wasp nests from millions of years ago look the same as the ones today. 
 

The praying mantis makes an egg case about a half inch long that hardens after it dries.   The female places fifty to a hundred 
eggs inside.  When the nymphs are ready to emerge they make several small holes in the hardened case.  Go to YouTube and 
search “praying mantis egg case” to see one of the many videos of the insect making an egg case.   
 

       
 
The antlion builds a funnel-shaped hole and waits at the bottom for unsuspecting ants to slide down the sandy side.   Ant lions 
need sandy soil to build their trap. 
 

The bagworm is not a worm; it is a moth.  The female does not develop wings and remains inside the nest where she lays her 
eggs.   The bagworm constructs her nest with a silky material and pieces of the tree to which the nest is attached.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nature’s engineers are incredible.  Without receiving instructions, each generation is able to make constructions similar to those 
of previous generations.  How do social insects working together to make a nest communicate to complete the task?  How do 
insects like the bagworm know how to make the same size and shape nest as those before them?   These questions remain a 
mystery.  Yet, some architects and artists find value in some insect designs.   In 1954 Buckminster Fuller developed a “unique 
and incredibly strong” pattern of pentagons that he called “geodesic domes.”  M. C Escher used similar geometric shapes in his 
tessellation art.  Even though scientists have unanswered questions about insect behavior we continue to witness the wonders 
of nature.  

Wasp Nest 

 

Praying Mantis Egg Case Antlion’s funnel-shaped hole 

Bagworm 

Hexagonal-shaped Cells 
of the Honey Bee 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antlion
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SLGC General Meeting  
Tuesday, February 19,  
Social 9:30 a.m; program 10:00 a.m   
How to Combine Ornamentals and Edibles to Create A 

Beautiful and Tasty Landscape by Suzy Fischer, 
Landscape Architect, Fischer Schalles Associates   

Knights of Columbus Hall, 702 Burney Road 77498 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston 
Thursday, February 21, 2013, 7:15 p.m.,  
A Garden Book for Houston and the Texas Gulf Coast by 

Lynn Herbert at the Houston Arboretum and Nature 
Center, 4501 Woodway in Memorial Park 77024. 

Free and open to the public. 
 

Houston Chapter, Native Prairie Associations of Texas  
Wednesday, February 27, 2013, Social, 6:30 p.m.; 

program, 7:00 p.m.,  
Seed-packing party in conjunction with KPC.  Join us for 

pizza and light volunteer work of packing seeds in  
envelopes.  Take some seeds home to try.   

Bayland Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet, Houston 
77074 

(Preview: Wednesday, March 20 or 27, Dennis Jones, Park 
Interpreter at San Jacinto Battleground State Historic 
Site, on San Jacinto Prairie Then and Now, the Role of 
the Prairie in the Battle.  Check website for date & 
location.). 

 

SLGC Field Trip to Papershell Nursery and Garden Gallery 
in Richmond (SLGC members only) 

Tuesday, February 26.  Meet and carpool from Knights of 
Columbus Hall at 9:00 a.m.  See page 5.  

 

SLGC Butterfly Garden Workday 
Thursday, February 28, 8:00 a.m. 
Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge 77478 
For more information, contact Joel Chavez at 
joel.chavez@earthlink.net or 832-633-0400 
 

SLGC Workshop Bunnies & Bows by Diane Miller (SLGC 
members only).  See page 3.   
Tuesday, March 5, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Eldridge Park Community Meeting Room 
2511 Eldridge Road, Sugar Land 77478 
 

Brookwood Community Garden Therapy Workday 
Thursday, March 7, 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.   
SLGC members only.  See page 4 
 

Houston Federation of Garden Clubs 
Friday, March 8, 9:30 a.m.  
Seasons Gone Awry: Art, Natural Disaster, and the 

Nineteenth-century Romantics by Cynthia S. Williams, 
Ph.D     

Houston Garden Center, 1500 Hermann Dr. 77004 
 
 

 

Calendar 

Unless otherwise stated, all events are open to the public. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FORT BEND 
MASTER GARDENERS 

MONTHLY PROGRAMS 
By Deborah Birge 

   

Thursday, February 21: Joe Vinson, Master Gardener 
Rainwater Harvesting Specialist, will present Rainwater 
Harvesting & Building Home Catchment System.  Social, 6:30 
p.m., program, 7:00 p.m. at Bud O’Shieles Community Center. 
1330 Band Rd., Rosenberg, TX 77471 
 

Saturday, February 23: Vegetable and Herb Sale 
New for 2013:  A separate Vegetable-Herb Sale will be held, 
offering a wide variety of vegetables, including tomatoes, 
peppers, eggplants, and much more. No vegetables or herbs will 
be sold at the Spring Plant sale unless we do not sell out! 

Pre-Sale Presentation: 8:00 a.m. – 8:45 a.m.  Join us before 
the sale to learn about the vegetables and herbs available.  
Bud O’Shieles Community Center. 1330 Band Rd., Rosenberg 
Sale:   9:00 a.m. at the Fort Bend County Master Gardener 
Greenhouse  

 

Spring Plant Sale 
 

Saturday, March 2:  Pre-Sale Presentation, 9:30 a.m.  A free 
and informative talk highlighting plants to be sold.  Bud 
O’Shieles Community Center, 1330 Band Rd 77471 
Saturday, March 9:  Spring Plant Sale at the Fort Bend County 
Fairgrounds, 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. or until sold out. 
 

The Fort Bend County Master Gardeners’ Annual Spring Plant 
Sale raises funds to support the programs throughout the 
year. This, along with the Fruit Tree and the Vegetable-Herb 
sales, helps us purchase materials for our training and 
educational efforts, demonstration garden plants and 
materials, and other miscellaneous items.  No funds are used 
to pay volunteers nor are these funds used for anything not 
related to our mission. 
 

We would like to invite you to visit our sales and help support 
horticultural education efforts in Fort Bend County.   

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

View Current Month’s Photos and other SLGC 2012-2013 photos at https://picasaweb.google.com/lh/myphotos 
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