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WORKSHOP 
By Delores Reeves 

The next Workshop, “Greeting Cards” by Carolyn Salmans, 
will be held on Tuesday, February 5, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
at the Eldridge Park Community Meeting Room, 2511 
Eldridge Road, Sugar Land, Texas 77478. Carolyn will be 
teaching us how to use a variety of materials to create a 
personal set of four greeting cards. Cost will be $10.00 per 
person with a class limit of 12 people. The only thing that 
you will need to bring is a pair of sharp scissors. 

We are sorry that the November 6 Workshop “Creating 
Ornaments for the Birds” was canceled.  

The Workshop Committee will be refunding money to all who 
signed up and paid.  Please come to the workshop table at 
the General Meeting for your refund.  

 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

“Neither colds nor flu nor rain or gloom of night stays these 
gardeners from the swift completion of their appointed 
tasks.”  A minor rewording of the Postman’s Creed 
accurately reflects how we Sugar Land Garden Club 
members feel about getting back into the garden after the 
flu-ridden weeks of holidays past.  A little pneumonia might 
slow us down, but eventually we will overcome!  I sincerely 
hope you have all recovered from any and all illnesses and 
are ready for the New Year.    
 
Great news!  We have been trying to get Angela Chandler 
to speak to our club for years and finally we have success!  
We have the pleasure of hearing Ms. Chandler’s 
informative presentation on “High Density Home Orchard 
Management” at our January 15 general meeting.  Don’t let 
the title fool you; creating a high density home orchard is 
doable no matter how small a yard you have. 
 
After our January meeting, we will hold our annual Arbor 
Day Tree Ceremony.  Joel Chavez, Arbor Day Chairman, 
has arranged for two large trees to be planted in the Pawm 
Springs Dog Park.  Our trees have added a greatly 
appreciated amenity for park visitors, both the two and four 
legged varieties.  You are highly encouraged to show your 
support for this club service project by attending the 
ceremony. 
  
A new batch of our beautiful green aprons has been 
completed and will be available for sale at the January 
meeting.  Not only are these aprons great for working in the 
garden, but they are also worn by club volunteers at our 
Sugar Land Spring Garden Tour and our Garden Art and 
Plant Sale, so they are very handy to own.  Our social 
chairman Donna Romaine will be selling the aprons at the 
registration tables.  We have 36, of which 24 have been 
reserved in advance.   The cost is $15 and payment by 
check or exact change is preferred.  If you have reserved 
an apron, please plan on completing your purchase as 
soon as possible.  If you have not reserved in advance, you 
can still buy one, but they are on a first come, first served 
basis.  Get there early, so you won’t miss out!   
 
Also, I hope you will sign up for our next workshop which 
will be held on Tuesday, February 5.  Crafts expert Carolyn 
Salmans will show us how to make special greeting cards.  
Sign up at our January meeting.   
    
Happy gardening,  
Terri  
  

 

ARBOR DAY CELEBRATION 
By Joel Chavez 

Our Arbor Day celebration will be held on Tuesday, January 
15 at 1:00 p.m., after our regular monthly meeting. We will 
dedicate the Arbor Day trees we have donated to the City of 
Sugar Land at this brief ceremony. Please meet at the 
Pawm Springs Dog Park in Sugar Land Memorial Park, 
15300 University Blvd. The park is easy to find. Take the 
University Blvd. exit off Highway 59 and go east (if coming 
from center of Sugar Land, turn left on University Blvd.), past 
the University of Houston, Sugar Land campus. After 1.7 
miles, at the stop light where you cannot continue forward, 
turn right into the park. Go around the circle to the left and 
proceed to the parking lot in front of the dog park.  

It is important that we, as club members, take this 
opportunity to show our support for the City of Sugar Land. 
Sugar Land Parks and Recreation officials will be attending. 
Grab a friend from the club, have lunch, and come to the 
dedication.  
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Dues for SLGC are payable each spring, $30 for the 
following year.  New members joining June 1 - 
December 31 shall pay $30 for the current year. New 
members joining January 1 - March 31 shall pay $20 
for the current year.  For new members joining in 
April, dues are $30 and apply to the following garden 
club year. Each member receives a monthly 
newsletter and copy of the club yearbook.   

 

The Sugar Land Garden Club of Sugar Land, Texas, 
publishes the Greenleaf Newsletter monthly except 
June, July, & December. 

Editors 
Lan Shen 

Jennifer Washam 
 

DEADLINE IS THE SECOND TUESDAY OF 
PUBLICATION MONTH 

 

Contact for articles and contributions: 
MySLGCphotos@gmail.com or 713-771-1415 

 

 

2011-2012 Club Officers 
 

President Terri Hurley 
 

1st vice president Kathy Hradecky     
Programs 
 

2nd vice president  Elisabeth Jones 
Membership                      Carrie Sample 
                                          Emilie Wilson 
 

Recording Secretary Sherrie Strickland  
 

Treasurer Margie Raley 
 

Parliamentarian Mary Ellen Twiss 
  

 

HIGH DENSITY HOME ORCHARD 
MANAGEMENT 

 

 

The featured speaker at the SLGC January 15 meeting is 
Angela Chandler. For home gardeners with small to average 
sized yards who want to grow many varieties of fruit trees with 
extended harvest, Angela Chandler has the answers. She will 
teach us how to have greater production with less labor in 
limited space.  

Angela became a Master Gardener in 2000 and a Master 
Naturalist in 2001. She holds Specialist Certifications in Plant 
Propagation, Entomology, Rainwater Harvesting and 
Greenhouse Management. She is a Past-President of the 
Harris County Master Gardener Association and was the 
Texas State Master Gardener of the Year in 2004. She has 
worked on the Program Development Committee of the 
Habitat Highways Stewardship Program and the WaterSmart 
Gardening Program.  

Angela lives in east Harris County near the San Jacinto River. 
She gardens on a 1/2-acre suburban lot. She is a lifelong 
hobby gardener, having started with a bed of dahlias outside 
her bedroom window in the third grade. Angela enjoys 
teaching a variety of garden subjects including garden art, 
stained glass, and jewelry making. You can find out about her 
classes on her website, thegardenacademy.com.  

 
 

MIX IT UP!  HOW TO COMBINE 
ORNAMENTALS & EDIBLES TO CREATE 

A BEAUTIFUL & TASTY LANDSCAPE 

Suzy Fischer, our February 19 featured speaker, is a 
landscape architect and principal of Fischer Schalles 
Associates and a long time board member of Urban Harvest. 
Fischer Schalles was opened in 1983 to provide the Houston 
residential and commercial marketplace a landscape design 
alternative that would blend strong architectural design with 
horticultural expertise.  

Their list of clients ranges from architects and interior design 
firms, to construction contractors, individual homeowners, 
private schools and restaurants. Suzy was the designer for the 
Victory Garden in Tranquility Park in downtown Houston. She 
writes gardening articles for the Houston Chronicle. 

With a growing movement toward sustainable lifestyle and 
locally produced food, more and more gardeners are looking 
for ways to incorporate fruits, vegetables and herbs into their 
gardens. Edibles and ornamentals - you can have them both. 

 
 

FROM THE NOMINATING 
COMMITTEE 

 
During the January general meeting, the nominating 
committee will announce their candidates for officers 
for the 2013 - 2014 garden club year.  Nominations will 
be taken from the floor and then we will have the 
election. 
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HOSPITALITY 
By Leslie Niemand 

 

We would very much like to thank Kathleen Louviere and 
her committee for hosting January General Meeting’s 
refreshments. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PHOTOS FOR SCRAPBOOK 
 

Carolyn Salmon, Scrapbook Chair, has requested that 
members wishing to submit photos for the scrapbook 
to upload them to our Picasa website: 
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos.  That way, 
she can easily view the photos and print only the ones she 
needs.   Please contact Lan Shen to get instructions to 
upload photos onto that website. 

HORTICULTURE 
By Paula Goodwin 

 

We gardeners love challenges. Most of us can grow the 
prolific plants that sometimes tend to overrun our gardens 
(Katie ruellia comes to mind), but after a while, we want the 
plants that we cannot obtain easily or that need extra-special 
care. When I read about a plant that is rare or is going 
extinct, that is the plant I am fixated upon. A sunflower in 
North Carolina that only grows in ditches? Yes, I want that! 
(Schweinitz’s sunflower—Helianthus schweinitzii).  

I give plants three or maybe four chances. Most of my 
failures happen because I try too hard or they die of neglect. 
Here are a few: 

Living rock plant (lithrops): I have tried yearly to grow these 
succulents, which look like little green rocks. But even with 
my almost daily attention of trying not to overwater, it rots. 
Succulents seem to be more available in the big-box stores 
in the winter months. You may see me standing in the 
check-out line there with another living rock or two in my 
basket. 

Variegated tapioca: Gave up after my third try. But when I 
see it growing heartily and beautifully in the parking lot area 
at the Enchanted Forest Nursery and it is on the list of Texas 
Superstars, I think why not try one more time? 

Ferns: Even with Boston ferns, it can be difficult. Recently, 
on the internet, I read how to keep Boston ferns looking 
awesome (yes, everything on the internet is true and I am a 
French model). Transplant purchased fern into a 14-inch 
diameter galvanized tin bucket (most readily available in a 
feed and seed store). Drill holes in the bottom for drainage. 
Hang with a heavy-duty chain on an “S” hook or set on a 
plant stand in the shade. Use potting soil mixed with horse 
manure. Boston ferns are impossible to overwater. They can 
use watering daily—or if it is really hot, twice daily. Use a 
fertilizer for acid-loving plants to give them that really dark 
green color. 

If you go to First Colony’s website of acceptable plants for 
home landscaping, you will see that the list is short. Don’t 
we all want to see clean, well-designed front yards in our 
own neighborhood? It helps to keep up our home values. I’m 
uncertain about what to plant in First Colony and Sugar 
Land. I am basically for good design and for more plant 
selections in the front yard. Of course, gardeners can go 
crazy in the backyard and do whatever they want. I have 
seriously considered planting all native prairie grasses in my 
backyard—no mowing or trimming with little watering, 
fertilizing, or weeding. I’m always inspired after going to my 
mom’s home in Oklahoma where I can look out the 
bathroom windows and see miles and miles of prairie—no 
curtains needed. While visiting her last spring, I would get up 
every morning to see about ten to fifteen cottontail rabbits 
grazin’ in the grass outside—some no bigger than my fist. A 
backyard with peace, serenity, and a bit of cuteness. 

 

Horticulture continued 

Maybe it is just my prejudice, but I do not like evergreens. 
My father planted cedars trees all around our home place for 
windbreaks and they do that job well when the north wind 
comes whirling down on the Oklahoma plain in the winter 
months. But after decades of that monoculture, they have 
become more susceptible to disease and bagworms. After 
moving into our house here in Sugar Land, I had all 
previously planted evergreens taken out. When they 
overgrew their space, they never looked well after 
trimming—especially those two pom-pom junipers in my 
front yard. So what did I bring home recently from the Muir 
Woods shop in California? Two little sequoias 
(Sequoiadendron giganteum). They can be used as bonsai 
trees or maybe 1000 years from now these babies could be 
a tourist attraction in the Goodwin Monument in Sugar Land. 
By the way, definitely go to see the old-woods forest in Muir 
Woods National Monument if you happen to be in the San 
Francisco area.  

Leaves raked from your yard are not garbage. I cannot say 
that often enough. Use them to compost in your flowerbeds 
or in your compost bin. When I see bags of leaves left out on 
the curb, I want to stop to take them home with me. But my 
three compost bins are already full and are busy decaying 
into next spring’s mulch.  

January is the time to plan ahead. Look through garden 
catalogs and on the internet to order seeds and seedlings, 
sharpen garden tools, clean out flowerbeds, and do any 
transplanting. It is not a time to fall down upon your job—
sorry, I meant your “passion”. 

Happy New Gardening Year! 
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FORT BEND 
MASTER GARDENERS 
MONTHLY PROGRAMS 

   

On Thursday, January 17, 2013, Tom LeRoy, 
Montgomery County Horticulture Agent, presents Fruit 
and Citrus.  Social at 6:30 p.m.; program at 7:00 p.m. at 
Bud O’Shieles Community Center, 1330 Band Road in 
Rosenberg. 
 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners’ Fruit pre-sale program is on 
January 19; the sale is on January 26. 
 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners’ programs are free and 
open to the public.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GARDEN CLUB PERSONALITY 
By Deborah Birge 

 

I was born in East Texas, deep in the Big Sandy and the Davy 
Crocket National Forest, in the town of Apple Springs. My huge 
extended family was sprinkled over the connecting counties. My 
world consisted of rolling hills, sandy soil, thick pine forest, 
rushing springs and creeks, and abundant wildlife. The seasons 
were marked by the hunting of various prey and the annual hog-
kill. My family moved to Houston when I was eleven but my roots 
will always be in the old home place. 

I have two married children, one incredible grandson, and a 
wonderful husband. My husband and I are continually surprised 
at how blessed our life has been and continues to be. His 
business has enabled him to travel the world and I have been 
fortunate enough to join him. Oh, the sights we have seen! 

Gardening has always been in my DNA. I even had a large, 
organic vegetable garden in our 80’s backyard in Bellaire. When 
we moved to Richmond, our home was new with nothing but 
some sod and very questionable soil in the backyard. So, after a 
few false starts in the landscaping department, I decided to take 
the Master Gardeners course in the spring of ’02. Shortly 
thereafter, we moved into a house with acreage. Our home had to 
be completely rebuilt due to a fire and the gardens were 
nonexistent so the MG class has been invaluable.  

The first chore was to rip out the existing shrubbery since it was 
primarily twenty-year-old red tip photina, taller than the roofline. 
Next came converting pasture-land into the vegetable garden, 
fruit orchard, rose beds, walkways…it’s been an ongoing project 
that keeps me very busy. Along with the gardens, we also raise 
chickens, turkeys and guineas. These provide endless hours of 
entertainment, lots of work, and delicious eggs and meat. 
Additionally, we raise longhorns. We have registered breeding 
stock and sell the beef. Longhorn beef is extremely healthy and, 
we think, delicious since it is so lean. 

I joined the SLGC shortly after becoming a Master Gardener on 
the recommendation of several MGs.  Actually, feeling I was too 
busy to make another commitment, I was a visitor for several 
years before joining. I’ve enjoyed the informative speakers and 
have learned something new at every meeting. I also enjoy the 
fieldtrips as often as possible and encourage all new members to 
join in.  

 

 
 

 

FIELD TRIP 
By Elizabeth Russell 

 
On February 26, for our monthly field trip, we will visit 
Papershell Nursery and Garden Gallery in Richmond. 
  
Elizabeth Barrow, the owner and brainchild of Papershell 
Nursery, opened the business on February 1, 2011.  Ms. 
Barrow is a certified Fort Bend County Master Gardener 
(Spring 2007) and a Texas Certified Nursery 
Professional.  Previously, Ms. Barrow had worked in the 
green industry but decided she really wanted to open her 
own place, so Papershell was born. 
  
Being located in a quiet and peaceful environment, this 
lovely nursery is filled with unusual and healthy plants.  
Papershell is also home to interesting wildlife, including a 
pair of red-shouldered hawks nesting in a pine tree right in 
the middle of the nursery!  In addition, Papershell features 
works by local artists and artisans.  The Gallery displays 
art and unique pieces that are Texas made, not imported. 
  
Every month Papershell publishes on its website a 
calendar of events, upcoming classes, and gardening 
tips.  There is a Saturday Artist Chat where one may mix 
and mingle with artists or tour the nursery to see the 
plants available for sale. 
  
Papershell supports numerous Fort Bend organizations 
with donations and direct contributions. 
  
Contact person for this field trip is Elizabeth Russell: 281-
494-6080 
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 Don’s  Bug Corner  
 Sugar Land Garden Club member Don Johnson, is a member of the Fort Bend County Master Gardeners' 

 

 Entomology Group and of the Texas Master Naturalists, Coastal Prairie Chapter.  He gives talks on insects. 
 

HERE’S THE POOP ON WORMS 
By Don & Penny Johnson

Our speaker during the November meeting, Dave Whitinger, mentioned raising worms, which generated several questions 
from the club members. About seven years ago Penny and I attended a class on worm composting.  Penny still has her 
bin and worms. Since there was so much interest in worms, I thought that I would take a pause on my insect column to tell 
a little about vermiculture.  

Why would you want to do worm composting? Like all other composting, the worms are recycling the nutrients in organic 
matter. If you have a compost pile in your yard, there are insects and other organisms breaking down the organic matter 
into compost. The insects eat nutrient rich organic matter and recycle those nutrients in droppings. The nutrients in the 
droppings are now ready for fertilizing a plant. That’s the same thing that happens with the worms. They eat your 
vegetable and fruit scraps, which contain nutrients and pass those nutrients out of their bodies in the form of droppings, or 
castings.  

Several years ago, I sent my worm castings to Texas A&M to have them analyzed. The following is the report that I 
received back from the university. Two others also sent their castings and the results are listed. The numbers refer to 
“parts per million.” 

 

  Mine  #2  #3 

Nitrate  221  5  6 

Phosphorus 190  293  190 

Potassium 4964  8506  9895 

Calcium 1526  1978  2996 

Magnesium 741  675  1155 

Sulfur  107  60  100 

Sodium  1107  1225  717 

 

All of my numbers above registered high or very high in the soil analysis report. What was interesting was that the two 
others who sent their castings in got quite different numbers. Each group of worms was fed a different diet. My worms ate 
cantaloupe rind and the others ate a variety of foods. The nutritional value of worm castings is determined by diet. 

All you need to start your worm bin is a ten-gallon plastic storage container with a lid (purchased locally), worms, wet 
newspaper (a moist environment is important for the health of the worms), and vegetable and fruit scraps. These worms, 
“red wigglers”, must live inside the house because they do not tolerate the extreme temperatures. One source of worms is 
at Uncle Jim’s Worm Farm, or if you have a friend who raises worms, maybe you can get a dozen or two to start.  

Continued page 6 
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     10-gallon plastic bin      a bin with many castings 

 

 

The black and white newspaper pages should be ripped into strips to cover the fruit and vegetable scraps.  Wet the paper 
before putting it into the bin.  Avoid having standing water.  Monitor how much food and paper are added to the worms. 

Periodically, you will need to harvest castings, making sure that you separate them from your worms. At this point, you 
can make worm tea for fertilizing your plants. The following link will tell you two ways to do that:  Guide to Making Worm 
Tea 

If you collect rainwater, it is better to use that than tap water for the tea. You can also add the compost to water and pour 
it onto your plants. 

Raising worms is very easy. They are a quiet “pet” never wanting to go outside and never making demands. You just feed 
them newspaper, fruit, and vegetable scraps and wait for the castings. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

            BUTTERFLY GARDEN  
 

The Sugar Land Garden Club planted and maintains the 
butterfly garden at the Sugar Land Branch Library at 550 
Eldridge Road.  We need volunteers.  Please consider 
joining the fun one or two times this year.  The weeding, 
pruning, and planting take about one hour once a month.  
Our next workday is on Thursday, January 24.  We meet at 
the garden at 8:00 a.m. to accommodate our busy 
schedules.  For more information, contact Joel Chavez at 
joel.chavez@earthlink.net or 832-633-0400.   

NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 
OF TEXAS - HOUSTON   

  

On Thursday, January 17, 2013, Jason Singhurst, Texas 
Parks & Wildlife Botanist and Author on his new book, 
"Rare Native Plants of Texas" 
 

7:00 p.m., social; 7:30 p.m. meeting starts at Houston 
Arboretum and Nature Center, 4501 Woodway, Houston 
in Memorial Park. 
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PHOTO GALLERY 

November 20 General Meeting, hospitality 

                      

Field trip to Hempstead 

         

 

         

Christmas party, 2012    Christmas Wreath workshop Christmas party, 2012 

More photos can be viewed at https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/CurrentMonthSPhotos
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SLGC General Meeting  
Tuesday, January 15 
Social 9:30 a.m; program 10:00 a.m.  
High Density Home Orchard Management by Angela 

Chandler, Master Naturalist 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 702 Burney Road 77498 
 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners 
Thursday, January 17, 7:00 p.m.  
Fruit & Citrus by Tom LeRoy, Montgomery County 

Horticulture Agent.    
Bud O'Shieles Community Center 
1330 Band Road, Rosenberg 77471 
 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners 
Saturday, January 19, 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
Pre-Sale talk on Annual Fruit & Citrus Tree Sale 
The talk will highlight plants for the upcoming sale, plant 
selection, and planting information 
Bud O'Shieles Community Center 
1330 Band Road, Rosenberg 77471 
 

SLGC Field Trip to Papershell Nursery 
Tuesday, February 26 
See page 4. 
 

SLGC Butterfly Garden Workday 
Thursday, January 24, 8:00 a.m. 
Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge 77478 
For more information, contact Joel Chavez at 

joel.chavez@earthlink.net or 832-633-0400 
 
Fort Bend Master Gardeners 
Saturday, January 26, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
    or until sold out 
Annual Fruit & Citrus Tree Sale 
Fort Bend County Fairgrounds 
Make sure to bring your own wagon 
 
 

SLGC Workshop  
Tuesday, February 5, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
“Greeting Cards” by Carolyn Salmans 
Eldridge Park Community Meeting Room 
2511 Eldridge Road, Sugar Land 77478 
Chair: Brenda Webb 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Houston Federation of Garden Clubs 
Friday, February 8, 9:30 a.m.  
Zen Gardens in Public Spaces:  A Timeless Art, 
     by Keiji Asakura   
Houston Garden Center, 1500 Hermann Dr. 77004 
 
Fort Bend Master Gardeners 
Saturday, February 23, 9:00 am. – 1:00 p.m. 
     or until sold out 
Annual Vegetable-Herb Sale 
Bud O’Shieles Community Center 
1330 Band Road, Rosenberg  77471 
 
Fort Bend Master Gardeners 
Saturday, March 2, 9:30 a.m.  
Pre-Sale talk on Spring Plant Sale 
The talk will highlight plants for the upcoming sale, plant 
selection, and planting information 
Bud O’Shieles Community Center 
1330 Band Rd., Rosenberg  77471 
 
Fort Bend Master Gardeners 
Saturday, March 9, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
     or until sold out  
Spring Plant Sale 
Fort Bend County Fairgrounds 

Calendar  
Unless otherwise stated, all events are open to the public. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
 

A get well card was sent to Debra Dowden who 
recently had foot surgery 

SUGAR LAND HERITAGE HIKE  
This historical hike is held the 2nd Saturday of each month 
at 10:00 a.m., leaving from the Museum at 198 Kempner 
St.  The walk is about 1-1/2 miles and takes one and one-
half hours. Costs are $10 for adults, $5 for ages 12 to 18, 
and free for children under 12.  For information on special 
group tours, which may be scheduled during the week, 
contact Marsha Smith at 281-491-1621 or msmith@hal-
pc.org.  The Heritage Foundation is a 501(c)3 
organization. 

 
 

 
 


