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THANK YOU TO GAPS PLANNING 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

By Terri Hurley 
 

It is possible to learn the true meaning of life through 
gardening.  We learn that ‘getting’ only comes from giving, 
and who among us does not enjoy getting?  However, it’s 
the givers of any organization who keep it running.  Our own 
‘givers’ deserve our unending gratitude for their continued 
support of club fundraisers.    
 

Once again, our annual GAPS was a successful community 
event and something we can all be proud of.  THANK YOU 
TO ALL THE ‘GIVING’ COMMITTEE MEMBERS!  All of the 
committee members gave generously of their time, talent 
and energy throughout the year and put on a great 
fundraiser for us.  They were a joy to work with - very 
professional and dedicated to the success of the sale.  
 

These hard-working planning committee chairs were: 
Food Coordinator:  Debe Fannin 
Finance Chair:  Leslie Niemand 
GAPS Secretary: Sherrie Strickland 
Horticulture: Joan Pritchard 
Marketing: Tricia Bradbury 
Plant Administration & Onsite Managers: Evelyn Coe, 
Elisabeth Jones 
Plant Unload & Preparation: Terry Harris, Sheryl Gee 
Wong 
Publicity: Vicki Fordyce 
Raffle & Door Prizes: Anne Matzelle, Sharon Pence, 
Carolyn Salmans 
Seeds Coordinators: Donnetta Parrish, Lan Shen 
Site Cleanup: Donna Romaine 
Site Setup: Beth Phelps 
Vendor Coordinators: Dolores Ottenhouse, Emilie Wilson 
Volunteer Coordinators: Mary Ellen Twiss, Jean Waleke 
VOPS Coordinators: Donnetta Parrish, Shirley Reese, 
Charline Russell  

 

You readily took on these responsibilities, attended the 
planning meetings, and made sure that your part of the sale 
was as good as it could be.  Thank you all. 
 
 

 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Buying new plants from our Garden Art and Plant Sale is 
always so enjoyable.  There is just one problem though: 
trying to find a spot to plant them at home!  I usually have to 
move three existing plants to be able to plant a new one.  I 
suspect that this is not unique to me, but is common to all of 
our members.  Here’s to finally getting them all planted!       
 

The 14th annual GAPS was a well-organized and successful 
event.  We sold almost 2000 plants.  I heard many positive 
comments about the smooth operations, the great plant 
selection, the Volunteers Only Plant Sale, and the all-around 
welcoming atmosphere we created for our customers. 
Everyone on the GAPS planning committee was very 
devoted to the success of GAPS and they came through with 
flying colors.  Job well done!  Of course we could not have 
done it without the hard work of the over 100 club members 
and their spouses who also volunteered.  Thanks to you all! 
 

If you have any suggestions or new ideas on how to improve 
our sale, please email them to me.  All responses will be kept 
confidential.  
 

 
Lan Shen and Deborah Birge take a well-deserved break 
from the GAPS frenzy.  Photo by Donnetta Parrish. 
 

 

Now that GAPS is over, it’s time to get right into the swing of 
the garden club.  Join us for our Tuesday, October 16, 
general meeting at the Knights of Columbus Hall at 702 
Burney Road.  Our speaker is Sherry Cruse.  She will have a 
hands-on demonstration for “Easy Holiday Décor with Fresh 
Materials from Your Own Back Yard.”  
 

Our first field trip of the year is on Tuesday, October 23.  We 
will be heading out to Hempstead to visit Peckerwood 
Gardens.  It’s been a longtime since we have been there, so 
I want to encourage you to join in the fun.  Sign up at the 
October 16 general meeting. 
 

Continue on page 2, column 1 
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Dues for SLGC are payable each spring, $30 for the 
following year.  New members joining June 1 - 
December 31 shall pay $30 for the current year. New 
members joining January 1 - March 31 shall pay $20 
for the current year.  For new members joining in 
April, dues are $30 and apply to the following garden 
club year. Each member receives a monthly 
newsletter and copy of the club yearbook.   

 

The Sugar Land Garden Club of Sugar Land, Texas, 
publishes the Greenleaf Newsletter monthly except 
June, July, & December. 

Editors 
Lan Shen 

Jennifer Washam 
 

DEADLINE IS THE SECOND TUESDAY OF 
PUBLICATION MONTH 

 

Contact for articles and contributions: 
MySLGCphotos@gmail.com or 713-771-1415 

 

 

2011-2012 Club Officers 
 

President Terri Hurley 
 

1
st
 vice president Kathy Hradecky     

Programs 
 

2
nd

 vice president  Elisabeth Jones 
Membership                      Carrie Sample 
                                          Emilie Wilson 
 

Recording Secretary Sherrie Strickland  
 

Treasurer Margie Raley 
 

Parliamentarian Mary Ellen Twiss 
  

 

President’s Message, continued from page 1, column 1 
 

If you enjoy feeding backyard birds, you will want to go 
to the November 6 workshop put on by Brenda Webb 
and her committee.  She will show us how to make 
handcrafted edible birdfeed “cookies” in various shapes 
using cookie cutters.   Edible for the birds, that is!    
 

Carolyn Salmans has finished the scrapbook for the 
2011–2012 club year and it is gorgeous!  The scrapbook 
is always available at the general meetings next to the 
President’s Board on the side tables.  Please take a few 
minutes to look through it and reminisce on what a 
wonderful year we had together! 
                              

Happy gardening, 
Terri 

 

  

 

GET READY FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS WITH SHERRY 

CRUSE 
By Kathy Hradecky 

 
 

Our October 16 speaker, Sherry Cruse, is a VIP at Mercer 
Arboretum and Botanic Gardens.  For the past three years, 
Sherry has been in charge of creating the beautiful displays of 
live plant materials for the Mercer Annual Garden Party.  In 
addition to volunteering at Mercer for 12 years, she has been a 
Master Gardener for 10 years and teaches gardening classes 
for Urban Harvest.  She has also been involved with various 
conservation efforts and the Millennium Seed Bank Project.  At 
our October meeting, she will show us Easy Decorating Ideas 
for Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Christmas with Seasonal 
Materials and Plants from Our Own Backyards. 

--------------------------------------- 
 

INNOVATIVE GARDENING TECHNIQUES 
AND HOW TO USE THE INTERNET TO BE 

A BETTER GARDENER 

 
 

Dave Whitinger, our November 20, featured speaker, is the 
creator of some well recognized websites.  They include: 
davesgarden.com, allthingsplants.com and linuxtoday.com.   
Dave is first a gardener, second a farmer, and third a software 
programmer whose passion is to bring gardeners together and 
provide them with custom made web tools to serve gardeners. 
Please join us for his fun and exciting presentation that will 
enhance our gardening knowledge with hands on techniques 
and useful internet tips.   
 

General meetings are held at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 702 
Burney Road, Sugar Land at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

THANKS VOLUNTEERS! 
From Mary Ellen Twiss and Jean Waleke 

Co-Chair, GAPS Volunteer Committee 
 
Wow! Fantastic! Amazing! Inspiring!  These are all words that 
describe our members. Your response to our e-mails, calls, 
and pleas for help with the Garden Art and Plant Sale was 
absolutely tremendous.  Almost everyone volunteered to help 
in some way on Friday for pre-setup or on Saturday, the day 
of the sale.  This dedication and support is what makes our 
club so wonderful.  We even had many spouses come out to 
help with the setup and with returning the equipment to the 
Fort Bend Master Gardeners Facility and our storage facility. 
You all deserve a pat on the back – thanks 

mailto:Shen.gcmn@gmail.com
http://davesgarden.com/
http://allthingsplants.com/
http://linuxtoday.com/
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HORTICULTURE 
By Paula Goodwin 

 
 

Our garden club’s plant sale is the BEST.  Our many 
volunteers and customers were blessed with a sunny day 
last month in which to peruse and purchase multitudes of 
perennials, shrubs, and small trees.  A thank you goes out to 
the person who brought a sample of flowering pink coral 
vine to put out on the table featuring the vines.  After the 
sale, the cutting came home with me and is now sitting in a 
bottle of water, sending out roots, where I can hopefully 
keep it until planting time next spring.  I’ve had this vine 
before and I know it needs plenty of space to sprawl. 
 

After not really much thought, I brought home from our sale 
to my garden the herbs Georgia savory, creeping rosemary, 
and Mexican mint marigold (otherwise known as the 
tarragon of Texas).  Their scents just called to me.  If you 
have fragrant herbs or flowers, try to plant them near your 
doors in flowerbeds or in pots so you can get whiffs as you 
come and go. 
 

The Jatropha tree at the Houston Zoo, awesome with its 
striking red flowers, prompted me hunt a specimen down 
and buy it several years ago.  It was identified with a marker 
Jatropha integgerrima and I wrote it down in my notebook—
a constant companion.  I hunted a Jatropha down and kept it 
in a pot for years and it survived hot summers and light 
frosts in the winters until it succumbed to my neglect.  It is 
root hardy in the ground from what other garden club 
members told me.  The foliage will die back in the winter, so 
the deadwood will need to be cut back in early spring.  Then 
it should come back with new growth just like the 
hummingbird bush, Hamelia patens.  At the sale, I bought 
another Jatropha.  Try, try again is my motto. 
 

Fortunately, our yard is large enough and has hidden areas 
where I can throw cuttings from plants, trees, shrubs which 
provide a haven for wildlife during our wet and cold months.  
Consider doing so in your own garden. 
 

A tip for gardeners—keep a camera or your i-phone handy 
to take pictures and a notebook to write down names of 
plants that you may encounter at the zoo, a local park, your 
neighbors’ yards, garden tours, our fieldtrips and on your 
vacations.  Just keep in the mind the Zones when you buy 
plants or seeds to try and replicate those same plants in 
your own garden. 
 

The most breathtaking plant I’ve ever seen is a Gunnera 
manicata.  It was planted in the 1930’s by Winston Churchill 
at his country house, Chartwell, an hour outside London,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on column 2.  
 

 

Continued from column 1: 
 

which we visited last week.  I had only seen it in magazines  
before where the leaves were being used as forms with 
concrete to make birdbaths.  The leaves are from 7 to 11 feet 
wide and are also big enough to be used for people baths.  
This boggy plant from the mountainous, rainy part of Brazil 
was planted to disguise the Churchill’s swimming pool 
filtration equipment.  It is in the rhubarb family, but this is not 
edible.  Gunnera probably cannot be grown here (too dry and 
too hot) but if you need to disguise something as big as a 
house, this is your plant. 

 

Those plants you have recently purchased and added to 
your garden may need to be given extra water since October 
can be one of our driest months. Water your yard before rain 
is predicted.  Why?  Because really dry soil tends to make 
water run off instead of letting water soak in.  Like a wet 
sponge will pick up more water than a dry one. Transplant 
your perennials now if you want to move them.  Plant these 
vegetables and plant them in succession so you will have 
them fresh almost all winter long if you use floating row 
covers during mild frosts: garlic, radishes, broccoli, cabbage, 
onions.  Think of lettuces as ornamentals—they are almost 
too pretty to eat. 
 

Photo from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Gunnera_manicata3.JPG 

CRAFT WORKSHOP  
By Brenda Webb 

 

Come join us on November 6, as we 
get "sticky" and "tricky" by making bird 
seed ornaments for our outdoor 
feathered friends.  Come by the 
craft/workshop table at the October 
general meeting to talk with us about 
our workshops.  For more information, 
contact Brenda Webb. 
 

Photo from http://www.saltwater-
kids.com/2010/12/thrifty-gifts-bird-seed-
ornaments-for.html 

QUAIL VALLEY GARDEN CLUB 
CALADIUM PRE-ORDER 

 

The Quail Valley Garden Club is offering pre-orders for 
bulbs at 70 cents each until October 31.  After that, bulbs 
can be ordered at 80 cents each.  There is also a discount 
on boxes of 200 bulbs (of one color/variety) for $130 per 
box if ordered by October 31.  For photos of the varieties 
offered, go to http://traction.typepad.com/qvgc/caladium-
bulb-sales.html . 
 

At the general meeting, Gretchen Cockerill and Penny 
Johnson will be taking orders. 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_z8uVsBy7Kg4/TVCtzp3JsKI/AAAAAAAAAV8/GW5B5ERavnY/s1600/9s74p2.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_z8uVsBy7Kg4/TVCtzp3JsKI/AAAAAAAAAV8/GW5B5ERavnY/s1600/9s74p2.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Gunnera_manicata3.JPG
http://www.saltwater-kids.com/2010/12/thrifty-gifts-bird-seed-ornaments-for.html
http://www.saltwater-kids.com/2010/12/thrifty-gifts-bird-seed-ornaments-for.html
http://www.saltwater-kids.com/2010/12/thrifty-gifts-bird-seed-ornaments-for.html
http://traction.typepad.com/qvgc/caladium-bulb-sales.html
http://traction.typepad.com/qvgc/caladium-bulb-sales.html
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            BUTTERFLY GARDEN  
 

The Sugar Land Garden Club planted and maintains the 
butterfly garden at the Sugar Land Branch Library at 550 
Eldridge Road.  We need volunteers.  Please consider 
joining the fun one or two times this year.  The weeding, 
pruning, and planting take about one hour once a month.  
Our next workday is on Thursday, October 25.  We meet 
at the garden at 8:00 a.m. to accommodate our busy 
schedules.  For more information, contact Joel Chavez at 
joel.chavez@earthlink.net or 832-633-0400.   

FIELD TRIP 
By Mary Allen 

 

 
 

The October field trip on Tuesday, October 23, will be to the 
Peckerwood Gardens in Hempstead.  This private garden was 
created by John Gaston Fairey who is responsible for 
introducing to an American audience a wide range of rare, 
native plants from Mexico mingled with their Asian 
counterparts.  Peckerwood Gardens also has a gallery of 
unique folk art from Mexico which reinforces the Mexico/United 
States connection in the garden.  For this trip, we will leave the 
parking lot of the Knights of Columbus Hall at 10:45 a.m. and 
meet in Hempstead for lunch at the Feed Store Restaurant for 
barbecue or seafood.   The garden club will have a private tour 
of the gardens at 1:30 p.m.  There is a $10 fee for the tour.  
Nursery plants will be available for purchase.  Other places to 
visit in Hempstead after our tour of the gardens are Frazier’s 
Ornamental and Architectural Concrete and the Dilorio Farms 
and Roadside Market.  (Maps to these locations will be 
provided.)  Mary Bates is the contact person for this field trip: 
281-565-0201. 

 

 
 

 

The November field trip, Tuesday, November 27, is a tour of 
The Brookwood Community and its gardens and greenhouses, 
lunch at The Café at Brookwood, and shopping at The 
Brookwood Community’s gift store.  Thirty reservations have 
been made for the tour and lunch.  Since menu selections are 
due to The Café before the November meeting, at the October 
meeting please make your lunch selections and pay for your 
meal (check payable to Mary Allen).  Please choose between 
two of the following entrees: “Sandwich with Soup or Salad” 
($10.95) or “Quiche & Salad” ($10.95).  In addition, if you 
would like a dessert, please choose between two desserts: 
“Chocolate Mousse Cake” ($4.95) or “Key Lime Pie” ($4.95).  
Coffee, tea, and fountain drinks, if desired, are $2.25.  No sales 
tax is required, but a 15% service fee will be added to your 
meal.   If you have any questions, please contact Mary Allen at 
281-980-9590. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHRISTMAS DONATION FOR FORT 
BEND WOMEN’S CENTER 

By Debe Fannin 
 

Every year, the Sugar Land Garden Club makes a 
donation to the Fort Bend Women's Center at Christmas 
time. The Women's Center cares for abused women and 
their children.  We will be collecting money that the 
women's center can use to purchase nonperishable food 
at a discount. 

 
Visit the community service table to make your donation at 
the October 16 and November 20 general meetings. 
Cash or checks are acceptable. If writing a check, make 
out check to SLGC and write women's center on memo 
line.  There will be receipts for tax purposes at the general 
meetings.  If necessary, you may mail a check to Margie 
Raley.  Check the yearbook for her address.     
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BROOKWOOD COMMUNITY 
WORKDAY 

 

The Brookwood Community workday is coming up 
November 1.  Only 4-6 volunteers allowed.  Sign up now 
or you might miss the hard work (sometimes), fun 
(always), free plants (if you dare) and a fabulous lunch in 
the garden.  Full day is 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. or share a 
morning/afternoon shift.  Lunch provided for those who 
work a full shift. Diana Miller, dmiller@realtor.com 
 

 

 

CHRISTMAS DONATION FOR FORT 
BEND WOMEN’S CENTER 

By Debe Fannin 
 

Every year, the Sugar Land Garden Club makes a 
donation to the Fort Bend Women's Center at Christmas 
time. The Women's Center cares for abused women and 
their children.  We will be collecting money that the 
women's center can use to purchase nonperishable food 
at a discount. 

 
Visit the community service table to make your donation at 
the October 16 and November 20 general meetings. 
Cash or checks are acceptable. If writing a check, make 
out check to SLGC and write women's center on memo 
line.  There will be receipts for tax purposes at the general 
meetings.  If necessary, you may mail a check to Margie 
Raley.  Check the yearbook for her address.     
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HOSPITALITY 
By Jean Waleke 

 
We want to thank Lynette McQueen for volunteering to be Host 
Chair for this month.  She will be responsible for arranging for 
our refreshments and setting up before the meeting.  Thanks 
also to all the members who signed up to co-host this month! 

  

 
 
 

 

SUGAR LAND HERITAGE HIKE  

This historical hike is held the 2nd Saturday of each month 
at 10:00 a.m., leaving from the Museum at 198 Kempner 
St.  The walk is about 1-1/2 miles and takes one and one-
half hours. Costs are $10 for adults, $5 for ages 12 to 18, 
and free for children under 12.  For information on special 
group tours, which may be scheduled during the week, 
contact Marsha Smith at 281-491-1621 or msmith@hal-
pc.org.  The Heritage Foundation is a 501(c)3 
organization. 

 
 

mailto:joel.chavez@earthlink.net
http://www.peckerwoodgarden.com/
http://brookwoodcommunity.org/
mailto:dmiller@realtor.com
mailto:msmith@hal-pc.org
mailto:msmith@hal-pc.org


 5  

FORT BEND 
MASTER GARDENERS 

MONTHLY PROGRAMS 
   

On Thursday, October 18, Vince Mannino, Director of Ft. 
Bend County AgriLife Extension Service presents 
General Gardening Information 
 

On Thursday, November 15, Darla Harris, President of 
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society presents Ferns from A-Z 
 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners’ programs are free and 
open to the public.  Social at 6:30 p.m; program at 7:00 
p.m. at Bud O’Shieles Commnity Center, 1330 Band 
Road in Rosenberg. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GARDEN CLUB PERSONALITY 
By Lan Shen 

 
 

Recently, a friend and I agreed that getting older  
is not really so bad.  We both noticed that with  
age come much less inhibitions.  As I reflect on my   
 

activities with the SLGC, I realized that in my  
younger years, I would never have thought myself capable of 
organizing a garden tour (one of my first jobs with the garden 
club) or speaking in front of over a hundred people (when I 
introduced the speakers as First Vice-President).  In my school 
years, I was a bit of a nerd and very shy.  
 

Although I was born in Taiwan, I grew up from first grade onward 
in Houston, first in the Montrose area and then in Southwest 
Houston.  On the first day of first grade, I had only been in the 
U.S. for a few months and did not understand a word of English. 
 However, by third grade, like my classmates, I was reading the 
Laura Ingalls Wilder books.  I do not remember learning English; 
children learn languages easily, if immersed in it.  I do remember 
the constant struggle my mother had trying to teach me to read 
and write Chinese at home.  She finally gave up by the time I 
entered Lanier Junior High.  After I became an adult, she started 
to refer to me as “my daughter the college graduate illiterate”.   
 

Since college days, I have always had houseplants.  In the late 
1990’s, when I moved into my house back again in Southwest 
Houston, I started a garden.  I used to scour the Lazy Gardener 
column looking for gardening tips and garden lectures.  That’s 
how I started attending SLGC meetings and immediately loved it. 
 Very knowledgeable members, good food, great garden lectures, 
and free plants: what’s not to like? 
 

At that time, Mary Beth McCaughey, President of SLGC, 
organized a free Master Composting class for KSLB.  From that 
class came friendship with SLGC members Linda Rippert, Don 
and Penny Johnson and others when we all volunteered at the 
compost bin and garden at Lost Creek Park.  From that also 
came Mary Beth’s asking me to be Garden Tour Chair, a job I 
had never done before.  However, she promised that there would 
be good instructions.  They were superb!  Past Garden Tour 
Chairs had binders with procedures, dates when things were 
done, files for printing that needed only dates changed, etc.  I 
followed their lead to a successful tour.  From then on, whenever 
I wanted to learn how to do something, I would volunteer to do it 
for SLGC, knowing that there are extremely well organized 
members to guide me.  That is how I became newsletter co-
editor. 
 

I also have always had an interest in nature and wildflowers and 
took wildflower hikes, wherever I lived.  Shortly after I joined the 
SLGC, I took a Master Naturalist class, where I heard about early 
settlers’ accounts of the coastal prairie and discovered for after all 
my years in Houston that we are living on what was a prairie.  I 
became fascinated.   When our class helped rescue prairie plants 
for the Attwater Prairie chicken, I dug some for my own garden 
also and was hooked.  I realized that I do not have to go to 
Mexico or Asia to get new, beautiful plants that other gardeners 
do not have.  Beautiful free plants that are good for native wildlife 
and the environment: what’s not to like?    
 

Because of what I learned from Sugar Land Garden Club, I have 
also become quite active with the Master Naturalists in ways that 
I had not expected in my younger years.  Growing older is not so 
bad, if you are having fun and learning new things! 
 
 
 

NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 
OF TEXAS - HOUSTON   

  

On Thursday, October 18, Dr. Bob Randall, Urban 
Harvest Founding Executive Director presents The Role 
of Native Plants in Year-Around-Gardening in Houston 
 

On Thursday, November 15,  
Annual Plant & Seed Swap and Social. 
Open to all. Attendees need not bring anything to take 
home native plants or seeds, some not commercially 
available.   
 

7:00 p.m., social; 7:30 p.m. meeting starts at Houston 
Arboretum and Nature Center, 4501 Woodway, Houston 
in Memorial Park. 
 

SLGC CORRESPONDANCE   
  

 Get well card to Mary-Alice DeSpain, who had a bad 
fall 

 Get well card to Phyllis Hunter, who had a broken foot 

 Get well card to Delores Reeves, who had eye surgery 

 Sympathy card to Rose Ann Acosta, whose mother 
Maria Rodriguez, passed away  

 Sympathy card to Tricia Bradbury, whose father, Huey 
Dale Garrison, passed away 

 Sympathy card to JoBeth Moore, whose mother and 
past SLGC member, Lillian Brussells, passed away 

 Thinking of you card to Kathy Hradecky, whose father 
is in the hospital 

 Thinking of you card to Emilie Wilson, whose mother 
had a fall 

SCHOLARSHIP DONATION 
 

Sugar Land Garden Club, in memory of Lillian Brussells, 
mother of JoBeth Moore  
 

Sugar Land Garden Club, in memory of Huey Dale 
Garrison, father of Tricia Bradbury  
 

Sugar Land Garden Club, in memory of Maria Rodriguez, 
mother of Rose Ann Acosta 
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 Don’s Bug Corner 
 Sugar Land Garden Club member Don Johnson, is a member of the Fort Bend County Master Gardeners' 

 

 Entomology Group and of the Texas Master Naturalists, Coastal Prairie Chapter.  He gives talks on insects. 
 

DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES 
By Don Johnson  

 

When I was about ten years old my friends and I would often go to” lizard pond,” and if we were 
successful we would bring home a bucket of “treasurers.”  Lizard pond was one of the first places 
where I became aware of dragonflies, but I was concerned about them, because people called them 
darning needles and I wasn’t sure what they would do to me.  These strange creatures, whose 
ancestors were on Earth two hundred million years ago with wing spans up to twenty-eight inches, 
seemed to like being at lizard pond.  As a youth, lizard pond was my wildlife adventure where I caught frogs and salamanders, 
even though the darning needles were all around me.  I didn’t know then why dragonflies were so abundant at lizard pond, but 
today I understand. 

 

Gardeners work to attract the beautiful butterflies; however we rarely talk about attracting 
dragonflies and damselflies.  They belong to the order of insects called Odonata, “the toothed 
ones,” which refers to the dragonfly nymph’s ability to thrust its lower jaw out as much as 1/3 of 
its total length to catch prey.   With over 200 species in Texas,  dragonflies and damselflies come 
in a variety of colors and both have an appetite for mosquitos and small flies and gnats, a good 
enough reason to invite them to our yards. They like to have plants around a pond in order to 

have a place to perch and to seek insects.   The female deposits her eggs in water after mating with the male.  
Temperature of the water and the insect’s species will help determine when the eggs will hatch, anywhere from a 
week in warm weather to eight weeks during the colder periods. 

 

When dragonflies hatch they are called nymphs or naiads.  As they grow in the 
water they consume a number of aquatic orangisms including mosquito larvae, 
and sometimes small fish.    However, they are also the prey of fish and frogs.  
While in the nymph stage they molt from eight to seventeen times depending 
upon the species. The shed exoskeleton is called’ exuviae’ and the length of time 
as a nymph in the water is anywhere from a month to up to eight years, again 
depending upon the species and water temperature. 
 

There comes a point when the nymph is ready to leave the water and become an adult dragonfly.  
It climbs up a weed, splits open a hole on the back of its thorax, spreads its wings and hardens.  It takes a 
couple of hours for the insect to do all of this, which makes it easy prey for predators. 
 

Dragonflies will find a favorite perch and return to it often.  They are more active when outside temperatures are 
65 degrees and above.  When they are cold they perch so their bodies are perpendicular to the sun.  When they 
are too hot they perch with their tails pointing toward the sun to reduce the surface area facing the sun.  When at 
rest, dragonflies hold their wings straight out from their bodies, while damselflies fold their wings over their back.   
 

Like many other animals, dragonflies and damselflies are susceptible to loss of habitat.  In addition, streams are 
vulnerable to the pesticides and fertilizer runoff from our lawns which promote algae growth and eventually 
reduces oxygen content for the nymphs.   Just the presence of dragonflies and damselflies is an indication of a 
healthy environment.  You don’t have to have lizard pond but if you want to build a pond in your yard in order to attract 
dragonflies you can find information at the following link:   http://sagebug.com/howto/dragonflies.html   
 

To learn more about dragonflies, a good field guide is “Dragonflies through Binoculars” by Sidney W. Dunkle.  The guide 
contains photos and descriptions of the common North American Dragonflies. 
 

Photo captions:  Top right-Widow Slimmer Dragonfly.  Top left-Damselflies tend to keep their wings over their back while at 
rest.  Middle left-Dragonfly Larvae; Dragonflies live most of their life in water. Middle right-Green Darner Nymph; Dragonfly 
nymphs breathe through gills in their abdomen; dragonfly adults breathe through holes in their sides. Bottom right-The exuviae    
or the last exoskeleton of a dragonfly nymph.  The dragonfly split open the back of this exuviae, and after drying and hardening, 
flew away. 

                                                                 
Damselflies keep their wings over their back.    Dragonflies keep their wings out to the side.    Halloween Pennant Dragonfly 

http://sagebug.com/howto/dragonflies.html
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SLGC General Meeting  
Tuesday, October 16 
Social 9:30 a.m; program 10:00 a.m   
Easy Decorating Ideas for Halloween, Thanksgiving, and 

Christmas with Seasonal Materials and Plants from Our 
Own Backyards by Sherry Cruse, Master Gardener & 
Mercer Arboretum volunteer 

Knights of Columbus Hall, 702 Burney Road 77498 
 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners 
Thursday, October 18, 7:00 p.m.,  
General Gardening Information by Vince Mannino, Director 

of Ft. Bend County AgriLife Extension Service.    
Bud O'Shieles Community Center 
1330 Band Road, Rosenberg 77471 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston 
Thursday, October 18, 7:15 p.m.,  
The Role of Native Plants in Year-Around-Gardening in 

Houston by Dr. Bob Randall, Urban Harvest Founding 
Executive Director 

Free and open to the public. 
Houston Arboretum & Nature Center 
4501 Woodway in Memorial Park 77024 
 

SLGC Field Trip to Peckerwood Gardens in Hempstead 
Tuesday, October 23 
Meet and carpool from Knights of Columbus Hall at 10:45 

a.m.  See page 4. 
 

SLGC Butterfly Garden Workday 
Thursday, October 25, 8:00 a.m. 
Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge 77478 
For more information, contact Joel Chavez at 

joel.chavez@earthlink.net or 832.633.0400 
 

SLGC Brookwood Community Garden Therapy 
Workday 

Tuesday, November 1, 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Limited participants. RSVP to Diana Miller, 

dmiller@realtor.com. See article on page 4. 
 

SLGC Workshop to make bird seed ornaments 
Tuesday, November 6. 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Eldridge Park Community Meetng Room 
2511 Eldridge Road, Sugar Land 77478 
Chair: Brenda Webb 
 

Houston Federation of Garden Clubs 
Friday, November 9, 9:30 a.m.,  
Georgia O’Keefe and Jean Tinguely – Discovering a 
Different Interpretation.   
Houston Garden Center, 1500 Hermann Dr. 77004 
 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners 
Thursday, November 15, 7:00 p.m.,  
Ferns from A-Z by Darla Harris, President of Texas Gulf 

Coast Fern Society  
Bud O'Shieles Community Center 
1330 Band Road, Rosenberg 77471 
 

 
 
 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston 
Thursday, November 15, 7:00 p.m.,  
Annual Plant & Seed Swap and Social. 
Free and open to all. Attendees need not bring anything to 

take home native plants or seeds, some not 
commercially available.   

Houston Arboretum & Nature Center 
4501 Woodway in Memorial Park 77024 
 

SLGC General Meeting  
Tuesday, November 20,  
Social 9:30 a.m; program 10:00 a.m   
Innovative Gardening Techniques and How to Use the 

Internet to Be a Better Gardener by Dave Whitinger, 
creator of davesgarden.com and other websites.  See 
page 2.   

Knights of Columbus Hall, 702 Burney Road 77498 
 
 

 

Calendar of Events 

Unless otherwise stated, all events are open to the public. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PHOTOS: TO VIEW & FOR SCRAPBOOK 

 

Donnetta Parrish’s photos of GAPS and Don Johnson’s 
original dragonfly and damselfly photos have been uploaded 
to the Current Month’s Photos Album 
(https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/CurrentMont
hSPhotos) in our Picasa website.  Last month’s photos have 
been moved to the SLGC 2012-2013 Album 
(https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/SLGC20122
013) 
 

So that she can easily view the photos and print only the 
ones she needs, Carolyn Salmon, Scrapbook Chair, has 
requested that members wishing to submit photos for 
the scrapbook to upload them to our Picasa website: 
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos .   
  

There are two ways to upload the photos.  One way is to get 
the password from Lan Shen to get onto the site and upload. 
Instructions for uploading will come with the password. 
 

The second way to upload is to email it to a special address. 
 A notice will shortly be sent out by membership, as to which 
address you should email the photos, so that email address 
is not posted on the web for security reasons. When you 
upload by email, whatever you put in the subject heading will 
be the title of the photo.  If you submit three photos and all 
can be titled “GAPS 2012”, then use that as subject and you 
can attach all photos in one email. However, if one photo is 
from “October, 2012 Field Trip” and two photos are from 
“GAPS 2012”, you would need to send the photos in two 
separate emails with the two separate subject headings. 
 Once you email the photos, it will be in the album titled 
Dropbox, until someone moves it to either the Album 
Current Month’s Photos or SLGC 2012-2013 

http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.fbmg.com/
http://www.npsot.org/Houston
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.peckerwoodgarden.com/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
mailto:joel.chavez@earthlink.net
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
mailto:dmiller@realtor.com
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.houstonfederationgardenclubs.org/products.htm
http://www.fbmg.com/
http://www.npsot.org/Houston
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/CurrentMonthSPhotos
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/CurrentMonthSPhotos
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/CurrentMonthSPhotos
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/SLGC20122013
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/SLGC20122013
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/SLGC20122013
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos

