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SEPTEMBER GENERAL MEETING: 
“Blooms and Butterflies” 

By Terri Hurley 
 

Turning your backyard into a beautiful butterfly haven is 
easy with the right perennials, vines and shrubs.  Come to 
the September 18 general meeting to hear Heidi Sheesley, 
owner of Treesearch Farms, tell us which plants are needed 
for nectar, which are needed for hosting butterfly larvae, and 
which plants are just plain pretty!    All of these plants and 
more will be offered at our 14th Annual Garden Art and 
Plant Sale.  On Tuesday, September 18, social time will 
start at 9:30 a.m. and the meeting, at 10:00 a.m.   The 
location is the Knights of Columbus Hall on 702 Burney 
Road in Sugar Land, next to St. Theresa’s Catholic Church. 
  
 

Previews of the unique and original creations that will be 
offered for sale by the vendors at our Garden Art and Plant 
Sale will be on display for your window-shopping enjoyment. 
Tempting garden-themed merchandise from locally famous 
artisans will include:  garden aprons and totes, jellies & 
jams, ceramics for both inside & outside, bottle trees, 
colorful glass creatures, garden tools, hats and baskets. 
Check the side tables for displays from these vendors and 
make a wish list! 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Heidi Sheesley(c) returns to the Sugar Land Garden Club 
on September 18.  Kathy Hradecky(l) is 1st Vice President 
& Program Chair; Terri Hurley(r) is SLGC President and 
GAPS Chairman.  Photo Submitted by Terri Hurley. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

It’s true!  Another great year is in the planning for the SLGC 
once again.  Details on the entertaining speakers, workshops, 
field trips and more will all be revealed to you in our new 2012 
– 2013 yearbook.  Be sure to attend the September 18 general 
meeting where the yearbooks will be available.  Then I hope 
you will plan your year around our calendar.   
 

Our first gathering will be the summer get-together at the 
Sugar Land Branch Library on Eldridge Blvd.  Our own Lan 
Shen, who has extensive knowledge of Texas native plants, 
will present a talk on “Plants that Bloom in Drought, Floods, 
and Gumbo Soil:  Our Native Plants and How You Can Get 
Them”.  See you there on Tuesday, August 21 from 2:00 p.m. 
to 3:00 p.m.  Lan will show us how to go native in our gardens. 
     
 
 
 
     Fall, 
     2011 

 
                            
                                                             Summer, 2012 
 

A stellar slate of speakers for our upcoming general meetings 
has been finalized.  Of course, we start off the year with Heidi 
Sheesley’s presentation on the must-have plants that will be 
available at our 14th Annual Garden Art and Plant Sale.   In 
following months, we have other outstanding speakers 
including davesgarden.com innovator Dave Whitinger, garden 
writer Angela Chandler, and last but not least, Dr. Dave 
Creech, a most engaging presenter,  horticulturist, and writer.   
 

Our 14th Annual Garden Art and Plant Sale will be held on 
Tuesday, Sept 22 at the Sugar Lakes Clubhouse.  We need 
your help to put on another successful fundraiser. See inside 
this Greenleaf issue for how you can help.   
 

The club’s workshop committee has scheduled some 
educational and enjoyable workshops.  Learn how to make 
your own shaped birdseed gifts, outdoor chimes, and other 
clever projects to improve your artistic skills.  Also scheduled 
are workshops for lovely novel holiday wreaths, greeting 
cards, and tie dye apparel.   On Tuesday October 2, Brenda 
Webb will show us how to create ‘distressed’ clay pots that will 
take away the harsh look of those plain terracotta pots.   
 

The field trips team has organized many great trips this year. 
In October, get ready to go to Peckerwood, that amazing 
conservation garden in Hempstead, Texas. In March of next 

Continue on page 2, column 1 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

Dr. Norma Backs 
Dolores King 

Roseanne Mayer 
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Dues for SLGC are payable each spring, $30 for the 
following year.  New members joining June 1 - 
December 31 shall pay $30 for the current year. New 
members joining January 1 - March 31 shall pay $20 
for the current year.  For new members joining in 
April, dues are $30 and apply to the following garden 
club year. Each member receives a monthly 
newsletter and copy of the club yearbook.   

 

The Sugar Land Garden Club of Sugar Land, Texas, 
publishes the Greenleaf Newsletter monthly except 
June, July, & December. 

Editors 
Lan Shen 

Jennifer Washam 
 

DEADLINE IS THE SECOND TUESDAY OF 
PUBLICATION MONTH 

 

Contact for articles and contributions: 
MySLGCphotos@gmail.com or 713-771-1415 

 

 

2011-2012 Club Officers 
 

President Terri Hurley  

1
st
 vice president Kathy Hradecky     

Programs    

2
nd

 vice president  Elisabeth Jones 
Membership                      Carrie Sample 
                                          Emilie Wilson 
  

Recording Secretary Sherrie Strickland  

Treasurer Margie Raley 

Parliamentarian Mary Ellen Twiss 
  

 

President’s Message, continued from page 1 
 

year, our destination will be Stephen F. Austin 
University in Nacogdoches for a tour through SFA’s 
Mast Arboretum with Greg Grant . Remember how 
Greg Grant made us laugh and cry at his presentation 
last year and how he invited us for a tour of the 
arboretum? Well we have taken him up on his offer 
and we are going.  
 

Again, all I can say is that the SLGC has the very best 
board of managers. This is amply proven by how hard 
they work to make this garden club the best in the 
state of Texas. Please take a minute of your time to 
thank the volunteers who keep this club growing and 
going. 
 

Happy gardening, 
Terri 

 

  

 

AT THE SUGAR LAND LIBRARY 
* 

Plants That Bloom in Drought, Flood, & Gumbo Soil: 
Native Plants & How You Can Get Them 

 

Tuesday, August 21, 2012, 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
Sugar Land Branch Library -- Meeting Room 

550 Eldridge Rd. Sugar Land, TX 77478 
 

SLGC hosts Lan Shen, member of SLGC, Texas Master 
Naturalists – Gulf Coast Chapter, and Native Plant Society of 
Texas – Houston, to speak on plants that bloomed without 
supplementary irrigation in last year’s drought and after last 
August’s 30 triple-digit days.  She will also talk about how to get 
these plants.  The event is free and open to the public.  

 

While you are there, check out the bulletin board display and the 
books that SLGC donated in garden club year 2011-2012 to the 
Fort Bend County Libraries.  The books will again be on display 
at our September meeting.  
 

SLGC BOOK DONATIONS 
By Kathy Hradecky 

 

The following books are being donated to the Sugar  
Land Branch Library from The Sugar Land Garden Club. They 
are currently on view in the display case in the library. They will 
be available for checkout later this fall. 
 

Thanks so much to Ludie Vaughn for her donation which 
enabled us to purchase these two children's books: 

 How Groundhog's Garden Grew by Lynne Cherry 

 Miss Lady Bird's Wildflowers: How A First Lady Changed 
America by Kathi Appelt   

 
 
 
 
 
Additional children's books donated: 

 Worms Eat My Garbage: How to Set Up and Maintain a 
Worm Composting System by Mary Appelhof 

 300 Step-by-Step Cooking and Gardening Projects for Kids: 
The Ultimate Book for Budding Gardeners and Super Chefs 
with Amazing Things to Grow and Cook by Nancy 
McDougall 

 Inside Butterflies by Hazel Davies 

 World Without Fish by Mark Kurlansky 

 The Curious Garden by Peter Brown 

 Sunflower House by Eve Bunting 

 A Butterfly Is Patient by Dianna Hutts Aston 

 Compost, By Gosh! by Michelle Eva Portman 

 Our Shadow Garden by Cherie Foster Colburn 

 Earl the Earthworm Digs for His Life by Tim Magner 

 Citizen Scientists: Be a Part of Scientific Discovery from 
Your Own Backyard by Loree Griffin Burns 

 Kids' Easy-to-Create Wildlife Habitats: For Small Spaces in 
City-Suburbs-Countryside by Emily Stetson 

 The Three R's: Reuse, Reduce, Recycle by Nuria Roca 
 

Adult Titles: 

 Slow Gardening: A No-Stress Philosophy for All Senses and 
All Seasons by Felder Fushing 

 Cajun Prairie: A Natural History by Malcolm F. Vidrine 

 All New Square Foot Gardening by Mel Bartholomew 

 

mailto:Shen.gcmn@gmail.com
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HORTICULTURE 
By Paula Goodwin 

 

Yeah for summer rain, even though our 
local TV weather forecasters (and this is one of my personal 
pet peeves) say things like: “the weekend looks bad 
because of rain”; “heavy rain is a big threat”; “rain will spoil 
plans”; “rain will interfere with (fill in the blank) ”. People 
seem to think that rain should be on their schedules. 
Instead, forecasters should be saying “we are lucky, 
blessed, and honored to receive rain for which we give 
thanks.”  
 

This brings me to the subject of rain gardens. I want one. If 
every single home had one, there would be much less 
flooding in our area. In fact, there may be none at all. 
Instead of directing rainwater from a house’s roof to gutters, 
to the downspouts, to the driveway, to the street, and finally 
into street and storm drains, think about saving all that 
rainwater into a beautiful oasis in your garden. Storm drains 
are not always dependable—they are often plugged with 
debris. Volunteer for annual storm drain cleanups to see up 
close and personal how people use these waterways to the 
Gulf to dispose of tons of garbage. 
 

A rain garden is basically a natural pond situated downhill 
from a downspout. Gravity works in bringing all that water 
into a small depression in your yard (preferably in your 
backyard). Think the opposite of a raised-bed; think lower to 
plan this bed. In this depression, plant water-loving plants 
that will clean and filter the water, such as Louisiana irises, 
cannas, sedges, ferns, and grasses or add those plants that 
you love. A rain garden will also attract butterflies, 
dragonflies, amphibians, birds, beneficial insects, and 
basically all livings creatures that need water to exist. A rain 
garden will become its own little eco-system. Visit this 
website for more information www.raingarden.org. 
 

While I worked as the supervisor of the Juvenile Community 
Garden, there was a swale (commonly known as a ditch) 
that ran through it and drained water from the Public Works 
Department’s car/truck wash. Louisiana irises, ferns, 
bananas, gingers, and cannas used to line the last 100 
yards or so before the water eventually ran into the storm 
drain. The water entered this swale with soap suds and 
debris, but exited looking like water out of a faucet. These 
plants held and filtered the water while also providing a 
home for frogs with their multitudes of tadpoles, crawdads, 
minnows, and all kinds of tiny insects. We would water the 
swale if needed. When the teenagers left for the afternoon 
and quiet would settle upon the garden, I would sit in my 
truck and watch a blue heron walk around in the swale 
(always right on time) looking for a little froggy dinner. 
 

Please try to attend our Sugar Land Garden Club’s library 
program on August 21 at the Sugar Land Library given by 
our own member Lan Shen, who is probably one of the most 
knowledgeable gardeners and naturalists in our club. Her 
presentation is perfect information for our changing climate,   
which is getting hotter and drier.  This hotter and drier is now 
considered to be the new “normal”. 
 

Prepare containers or flowerbeds for new plants that will be 
sold September 22 at our annual Sugar Land Garden Art 
and Plant Sale—otherwise known as GAPS.  There are 

Continued on column 2.  
 

 

Continued from column 1: 
 

always several plants that strike my fancy or which I think 
would make my garden look fabulous. Do NOT do, as I have 
done in the past: buy plants with no thought in mind of where 
to plant them.  Some have sat in my yard long enough to 
grow roots down through the bottom of the container to 
become totally established.  For example, there is a 
Barbados cherry that is a fully-grown and gorgeous shrub on 
my back fence - only at the base of its trunk is the black 
plastic pot in which it was purchased.  I put it there, when I 
did not have time to plan or prepare.  Now, I haven’t the 
heart to try to transplant it because it is thriving.  
 

I am looking forward to our coming garden year 2012-2013! 
 

BREAKING NEWS!!! 
PLANT SWAP AT SEPTEMBER MEETING 

By Donnetta Parrish 
 

For the first time, we will start our Plant Swaps at the 
September meeting.  Previously, time after the meeting was 
devoted to pre-ordering GAPS plants.  Now with the popular 
Volunteers Only Plants Sale (VOPS) occurring the day before 
the sale, we will have time for a huge plant swap after the 
September meeting. There will be plenty of room for all your 
wonderful plants. Remember: (a) any plants that you bring 
should be labeled with the plant name, (b) take home any 
plants you bring that do not get adopted, and (c) remove plants 
from the table only when the swap begins.  Please be 
courteous to others as you select one or two plants then let 
others have a turn.  You can go back again for more plants if 
they are still available.  Get digging! 

 
 

JUNE PLANT 
SWAP 

By Donnetta Parrish 
 
 

Photo by Donnetta 
Parrish     

 
 
On Tuesday, June 19, at the Sugar Land City Park, the Sugar 
Land Garden Club held its annual Plant Swap open to 
members and their guests.  Click the link - current month's 
photos - for pictures of the plant swap taken by Donnetta 
Parrish.  Donnetta reports:  Photo by Donnetta Parrish  

 

If you weren’t there: at about 9:45 a.m., the sky began to 
darken, the wind blew, and thunder could be heard. We 
started at 10:00 a.m. with the door prize drawings and 
sprinkles of rain. By 10:10 -- 10:15 the Plant Swap was over 
because it was pouring rain. At 10:30 the cleanup was 
complete. A huge thank you to Diane Myer, Linda Rippert, 
Lan Shen, and Beverly Williams for helping Shirley and I with 
the cleanup. The Plant Swap Committee will send thank you 
notes to these individuals. All of the pictures were taken 
before the swap began. Shirley and I were so busy trying to 
hurry with the drawing and helping people, we didn’t take 
any more pictures after it started to rain.  

 
 

http://www.raingarden.org/
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/CurrentMonthSGreenleafPhotos
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/CurrentMonthSGreenleafPhotos
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VOLUNTEERS-ONLY  
PLANT & VENDOR SALE BEFORE 

GAPS!  
By Mary Ellen Twiss  

  

A Presale is once again planned as the reward for our hard-
working GAPS volunteers; you get to SHOP FIRST!  On 
Friday, September 21, after all plants are in place, a 
‘Volunteers Only Plant and Vendor Sale’ will be held, so that 
our 2012 GAPS volunteers can shop.  Few limitations will be 
placed on the plants available for purchase.  Vendors will 
have their wares on offer as well.  
  

From cookie baker to plant hauler, any member who 
volunteers for the 2012 GAPS can attend this sale.  Spouses 
or other family members who lend a hand can also attend.  
Please note that this event replaces the ‘preorders’ of 
previous years that were accepted after Heidi’s talk.  There 
will be no ‘pre-orders’ this year.  

 

14th ANNUAL GARDEN ART AND PLANT SALE (GAPS) 
 

Saturday, September 22, 2012 
8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Sugar Lakes Clubhouse 
930 Sugar Lakes Drive, Sugar Land 77478 

For more information: 

Call 281-491-9609 or visit www.sugarlandgardenclub.org 

GARDEN ART AND PLANT SALE 
 

Hold onto your trowels and garden gloves because you are 
about to be blown away by our annual Garden Art and Plant 
Sale!   Once again, Heidi Sheesley and Treesearch Farms 
will provide us with spectacular plants that laugh at any 
heat, drought, or freeze that Mother Nature is likely to throw 
our way.  Highlights of this enticing plant list will be included 
in the September Greenleaf.    
 

And don’t forget the crafty creations offered by our vendors.  
Many new and returning local artisans will offer their 
garden-themed products for sale.   
 

The best seeds from the best plants of our members’ 
gardens will be offered as well.   
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RAFFLE PRIZE FOR GAPS 
A GARDEN SCOOT 

By Terri Hurley 
 

The ever popular garden scoot 
will again be this year’s big 
raffle prize at GAPS.  This 
year’s model is an eye-
catching red scoot with a red 
basket.  It will sure be easy to 
see where you last left it in the 
garden!  Don’t forget to buy  
 

your tickets for the scoot at either the Volunteer’s Only Plant 
& Vendor Sale or at GAPS!!  
 
 

 

 

 

GAPS NEEDS SEEDS 
  

Many of our GAPS 
customers look forward to 
purchasing seeds from our 
members’ gardens.  We 
are depending on you – 
our members - to provide 
those seeds.  You only  
 

need to clean the seeds 
(remove most of the chaff and non-seed parts) and provide a 
bit of information about growing conditions and the best time to 
plant.   
 

Please let Donnetta Parrish or Lan Shen (contact information 
on p. 5) know what seeds you are contributing and plan to 
give the seeds by Tuesday, September 4 (soft deadline), to 
allow time to package the seeds for the sale.  Bring what you 
have already collected to the talk at the Sugar Land Library on 
Tuesday.  
 

Many thanks to those who have already contributed seeds! 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos of plants from past GAPS by Joan Pritchard.  Left: 
Blood lily.  Right: Batface Cuphea. 
 

 

2013 SPRING GARDEN TOUR 
Prospective Gardens and Tour Committee Volunteers 

Needed! 
By Cheryl Swanson 

 

If you or someone you know is interested in being on the 
2013 Spring Garden Tour or if you would like to help with the 
Spring Garden Tour Committee, please contact Cheryl 
Swanson at jnsclsone@windstream.net or 281-242-1773. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

CRAFT WORKSHOP  
By Brenda Webb 

 

Welcome to another great year of craft workshops.  Our plans 
for this year includes distressing clay pots, feeding the birds, 
creating a wreath, crafting your own greeting cards, and 
making a spring fashion statement.  We look forward to 
seeing all of you at the SLGC meeting in September. 

http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
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GAPS needs all the help it can get!  Putting on this sale takes a lot of effort from each and every one of us.  Volunteers are 
needed on the day of the sale and during the set-up days prior to the sale.  We very strongly encourage you to volunteer your 
time and energy for this vital fundraising project.  And ask your spouses too!  Please be ready to sign up to help when you hear 
from one of the GAPS volunteer committee members.    
 

What, when, where, and what jobs?   
 

Muscles needed for advance set up on either Tuesday evening September 18 or Wednesday 
morning September 19:  Help bring wagons and other items from the SLGC storage facility and 
the FBMG (Fort Bend Master Gardeners’) barn in Rosenberg to the Sugar Lakes Clubhouse.  We 
need lots of manly muscles for this and ask all male members, husbands of members, sons and 
friends for their help.  They are desperately needed.  We must have more help here, gardeners.  
Contact Mary Ellen Twiss at twiss@hal-pc.org or 281-242-8613 or Jean Waleke at jeanredi@aol.com or 281-565-5873. 
 

Work on Wednesday September 19 morning or evening:  In the morning, you can help make signs, or wrap and set up 
outside plant tables, or help with the pricing sticks; in the evening, set up vendor tables at the Sugar Lakes Clubhouse.  
Contact Mary Ellen Twiss at twiss@hal-pc.org or 281-242-8613 or Jean Waleke at jeanredi@aol.com or 281-565-5873. 

 

Work on plant setup on Friday September 21 (two shifts available):  There are big and little jobs to be 
done so folks of all stamina levels can participate: unload plants, price plants, water plants, place plants in 
sale area, place signs, set up tables, and lots more.   Contact Mary Ellen Twiss at twiss@hal-pc.org or 
281-242-8613 or Jean Waleke at jeanredi@aol.com or 281-565-5873. 
 

Work during the sale on Saturday September 22 (two shifts available):  
Many jobs!  Help customers with plant selections, sell raffle tickets, greet 
customers, help check-in volunteers, serve cookies and lemonade to those 
waiting in line, write up orders, work the checkout area, help in the hold area, 
sell seeds, and lots more!  Contact either Mary Ellen Twiss at twiss@hal-

pc.org or 281-242-8613 or Jean Waleke at jeanredi@aol.com or 281-565-5873. 
 

Work Saturday, September 22, after the sale is over:  Help clean and straighten up the 
clubhouse and help return the equipment to either the SLGC storage room or the FBMG barn. 
Again, we need strong support.  Men, sons and friends…..you can be a hero by helping!  Contact 
Mary Ellen Twiss at twiss@hal-pc.org or 281-242-8613 or Jean Waleke at jeanredi@aol.com or 
281-565-5873. 
 

Save seeds from your most successful and favorite plants:  Give the seeds to 
Donnetta Parrish or Lan Shen (contact information below) by Tuesday, September 
4.  Please include a short description of the plant and planting conditions.  

 

Wagons & canopies!  Loan your garden wagon or ez-up canopy for use on Friday and Saturday.   Contact Mary Ellen Twiss 
at twiss@hal-pc.org or 281-242-8613 or Jean Waleke at jeanredi@aol.com or 281-565-5873. 

 

Make and bake food for volunteers and customers!   Our many helpful volunteers need to be well fed on 
Friday and Saturday.  Contact Debe Fannin via Mary Ellen Twiss at twiss@hal-pc.org or 281-242-8613 or Jean 
Waleke at jeanredi@aol.com or 281-565-5873.   
 

Posters & publicity!  Place GAPS posters at places you go (church, stores, doctor’s office).  Keep an eye out for 
the poster to be sent to you via email and you can print it out.  A copy of the poster is on page 9. 
 

Friends & neighbors!  Notify your friends and neighbors about the sale.  Send emails and make calls. 
 

Boy scouts!  Do you know of a Boy Scout Troop that is looking for community service opportunities? We could use their help! 
Please contact Mary Ellen Twiss at twiss@hal-pc.org or 281-242-8613 or Jean Waleke at jeanredi@aol.com or 281-565-5873. 
 

Many hands make light work, so get involved and have fun at the same time!  But don’t wait until the last minute to 
volunteer.  We need to know NOW that we can count on you!  
 
Contact information for volunteering:                                                  For seed donation: 
 

Mary Ellen Twiss   
281-242-8613   
twiss@hal-pc.org

Jean Waleke 
281-565-5873 
jeanredi@aol.com

Lan Shen 
713-771-1415 
Shen.gcmn@gmail.com 

Donnetta Parrish 
   281-565-4397 
   walnet@windstream.net

 

 

TEAMWORK! TEAMWORK! TEAMWORK! 
 

GAPS NEEDS VOLUNTEERS! 
 

mailto:twiss@hal-pc.org
mailto:jeanredi@aol.com
mailto:twiss@hal-pc.org
mailto:jeanredi@aol.com
mailto:twiss@hal-pc.org
mailto:jeanredi@aol.com
mailto:twiss@hal-pc.org
mailto:twiss@hal-pc.org
mailto:jeanredi@aol.com
mailto:twiss@hal-pc.org
mailto:jeanredi@aol.com
mailto:twiss@hal-pc.org
mailto:jeanredi@aol.com
mailto:twiss@hal-pc.org
mailto:jeanredi@aol.com
mailto:twiss@hal-pc.org
mailto:jeanredi@aol.com
mailto:twiss@hal-pc.org
mailto:jeanredi@aol.com
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        BUTTERFLY GARDEN  
 

The Sugar Land Garden Club planted and maintains the 
butterfly garden at the Sugar Land Branch Library at 550 
Eldridge Road.  We need volunteers.  Please consider 
joining the fun one or two times this year.  The weeding, 
pruning, and planting take about one hour once a month.  
Our next two workdays are on Thursdays, August 23 and 
September 27.  We meet at the garden at 8:00 a.m. to 
avoid the heat and to accommodate our busy schedules.  
For more information, contact Joel Chavez at 
joel.chavez@earthlink.net or 832.633.0400.   

FIELD TRIP 
By Mary Allen 

 

No field trip is scheduled for September.  The October field 
trip on Tuesday, October 23, will be to the Peckerwood 
Gardens in Hempstead, a private garden that contains a 
collection of rare plants native to the southern United 
States and Mexico as well as their counterparts in Asia. 
 

The November field trip on Tuesday, November 27, is a 
tour of The Brookwood Community and its gardens and 
greenhouses.  Lunch will be at The Café at Brookwood 
and shopping at The Brookwood Community’s gift store.  
Thirty reservations have been made for lunch.  Since menu 
selections are due to The Café before the November 
meeting, at the September and October meetings, please 
make your lunch selections and pay for your meal.  Menu 
choices and prices will be in the September newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   Don’s Bug Corner                         
Sugar Land Garden Club member Don Johnson, is a 
member of the Fort Bend County Master Gardeners'  
 

Entomology Group and gives talks on insects.   
 

 PLANT-INSECT  RELATIONSHIP DATES 
HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF YEARS 

By Don Johnson  
 

A few months ago a neighbor gave me part of his fossil 
collection.  His mother was a paleontologist so he had a large 
collection, but he wanted to reduce the size.  That reignited 
another hobby for me which began in my freshman year at 
college, carried on during my teaching career, and is part of 
my interest in volunteering at the Houston Museum of Natural 
Science.  
 

I have an interest in both insects and plants and wondered if 
the fossils I received could show how far back the interaction 
of the two has existed.  Since I didn’t know, I did some 
research on the topic.   David Temple, paleontologist at the 
museum, stated that the plants and insects coevolved, that the 
plants arrived on land first followed by the insects.  According 
to Temple the flowering plants arrived with the pollinators.  
 

The fossils that I received were all labeled including the ages 
of the specimens.  I photographed and organized them and 
then began to research what I had received.  I looked at some 
reference books in the museum library but found more 
information on Google.   
 

There is evidence that terrestrial plant life appeared around 
400 million years ago, and scientists think that insects 
followed soon after.  A rock layer in Scotland that was 
deposited by a hot spring around that time contains good 
samples of terrestrial plants and animals.  When flowering 
plants appeared, there was an increase in insect diversity.  
The flowering plants depended on insects for pollination and 
the insects depended on the plants for nectar and pollen, just 
like today.   
 

Plant diversity was aided by the appearance of bees at that 
time. This symbiotic relationship has helped both insects and 
plants adapt to their environment.   I found it interesting that 
cockroaches were some of the first winged insects that 
appeared about 300 million years ago.  An insect that has 
adapted on Earth that long will probably not be eradicated by 
a home owner or gardener today.  Many insects have been 
found in amber, the tree sap that has fossilized over time.    
 

 Possibly due to their soft body construction, insects left little 
fossil evidence behind and what was preserved in amber 
came from trees that appeared much later than the first 
appearance of the insects. The interaction between insects 
and plants has been going on for eons.  In comparison, our 
involvement with the two is quite brief. 

Editor’s note:  Go to page 10 for more photos of Don’s fossils.  
A better view is online at current month's photos.  

 
This fly (Plecia pealei) lived about 
50 million years ago.  A  land 
animal. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on p. 8 

 

FORT  BEND  MASTER  GARDENER 

FALL  CLASS - OCTOBER, 2012 
 

The fall 2012 Fort Bend Master Gardener training class will 
start on Tuesday, October 2.  This is a condensed class, 
lasting only five weeks, and meets each Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. through Oct 31. The 
classes are held at the extension office at 1402 Band Road, 
Suite 100 in Rosenberg, 77471. 
 

Topics range from landscape design, plant disease, insects, 
soil, water conservation, tree production/transplanting, 
perennials, roses and Earth Kind practices.  Class size is 
limited.  The tuition is $200 per individual or $353 per couple 
(share a manual).  Deadline to register is 5:00 p.m. Friday, 
September 21.  For details or to receive an application 
package, visit http://fbmg.com  or call 281-633-7033 or email 
Margo McDowell at mmcdowell@ag.tamu.edu. 
 
 

FORT BEND MASTER GARDENERS 

MONTHLY PROGRAMS 
 

   

On September 20, 2012, author and Houston Chronicle 
garden columnist Brenda Beust Smith presents What’s 

Growing in the Lazy Gardener’s Garden? 
 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners’ programs are free and open to 
the public.  They begin at 7:00 p.m. at Bud O’Shieles 
Commnity Center, 1330 Band Road in Rosenberg. 

 

 

 

mailto:joel.chavez@earthlink.net
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/CurrentMonthSGreenleafPhotos
http://fbmg.com/
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GARDEN CLUB PERSONALITY 
By Florence Hurley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Florence Hurley with her dachshund Mickey in her 
summertime Sugar Land garden.  Photo from Terri Hurley. 

 

I was born in Wisconsin. My large family consisted of Finnish 
parents, Paavo and Annie Tyykila, and nine brothers and 
sisters. We all lived on a big farm in Douglas, Wisconsin, 
where the growing season was barely three months long. The 
weather would not warm up until June and by late August it 
could be freezing again.  

I remember a lot about my childhood on the farm because we 
all had to do our fair share of work to keep our large family fed 
and also to sell our crops. As one of the oldest, I was able to 
help my mother and dad in many ways.  

We had a big garden for the family’s food. I was responsible 
for weeding the garden. I learned to get out there and weed 
after a good soaking rain and get those roots. After that, I 
would not have to weed again for a long time.  

My mother grew the best tomatoes. Each year she saved only 
the seeds from the nicest plants, so every season, the 
tomatoes got better and better. In early May, we used a cold 
frame for sprouting seeds and always placed it in front of the 
warm south facing windows in the house. We preserved the 
tomatoes ourselves in every way possible: including canned, 
catsup, tomato sauce, chili sauce, and tomato juice.  

The seeds that my mother did buy, we got from 
Old’s Seed Catalog. We grew cabbage, 
peppers, green beans, squash, cucumbers, 
watermelon, rutabagas, turnips, carrots, 
potatoes, cabbage, onions, strawberries and 
parsnips. Most people these days don’t know 
what to do with parsnips, but they make a tasty 
addition to soups. We never watered  
 

the garden. Fertilizer was cow’s manure. Dad would rotate the 
garden every year.  
 

We had every type of apple too - Winesap, Northern Spy, 
varieties that are hard to buy anymore. It takes 800 chilling 
hours for the Winesap! We had lovely flowers too. In the 
evenings, I could smell the purple phlox and it was so 
wonderful. The lilacs were beautiful. We also had iris and 
peonies. My mother gave rose starters to all of her friends, 
when they came to visit and would compliment her on her 
beautiful flowers. The roses were bright red.  

One year it froze in mid-August and we all had to get out there 
and harvest all of the above ground produce in one day.  

Continued on Column 2 

 
 
 

  Native Plant Society of Texas – Houston’s 

      14th WILDSCAPE WORKSHOP  
& NATIVE PLANT SALE  

Saturday, September 8, 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
At the Houston Zoo’s Brown Education Center 

 

Learn how to turn your garden into a haven for the birds & 
butterflies of Houston.  Hear author Kelly Bender, who 
wrote Texas Wildscapes: Gardening for Wildlife; Houston 
Chronicle Columnist Gary Clark and his photographer wife 
Kathy Adams Clark; abd many other interesting speakers.  
At the Workshop's native plant sale, buy the plants seen in 
the lectures. 
 

Click here for flyer & registration form.  
  

Registration includes lunch, snack, 
raffles, door prizes, short guided field 
trip after the workshop.  All 
registrants get free entry to the 
Houston Zoo.  See display booths; 
 

check out the book sale and other activities.  The Native 
Plant Sale is open to attendees at 11:30 a.m., about 1 hour 
before it is open to the public.  www.NPSOT.org/houston  
  

 
 

 
 

Continued from column 1 

We also had cash crops in the field like wheat, potatoes, and 
green beans. My dad grew green beans and he sold them to 
the cannery in Poplar. I remember that I’d be over at my 
Grandpa’s house and my cousins and I would see a truck 
hauling beans. We would run after the truck and grab 
branches of beans off the truck and eat them raw!  

We always had family picnics and we would all pick wild 
blueberries in the swampy areas. We also picked wild 
raspberries near where the Brule River emptied into Lake 
Superior.  

With my husband John Leo Hurley, we lived in many towns in 
Texas and Kansas. Wherever we lived, I always had a 
garden.  

I have a cute story about when my then teenage son Greg 
was first dating my now daughter-in-law, Terri. The second 
time I met her, I gave her many, many starters and cuttings of 
all of my houseplants and flowers. I was happy that she also 
liked plants. But then later on that day, I thought, what have I 
done by giving her so many plants! I was afraid I had scared 
her off. 

I have enjoyed being a member of the Sugar Land Garden 
Club since 1997.  I still get out there and weed and rake my 
own garden and plant flowers and vegetables. I just recently 
planted an apricot tree.  I would still mow my own grass if 
Greg would let me.  

 

 

 

Garden Club of Houston’s  

BULB & PLANT MART: 
Friday, October 12, 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday, October 13, 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m 
Holly Hall Retirement Community 

2000 Holly Hall Street, Houston 77054 
At Fannin across the street from Reliant Stadium 

http://www.gchouston.org/BulbPlantMart.aspx 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.npsot.org/Houston/WILDSCAPES%20WORKSHOP%20POSTER%202012.pdf
http://www.npsot.org/houston
http://www.gchouston.org/BulbPlantMart.aspx
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SLGC sponsored program @ Sugar Land Library  
Tuesday, August 21, 2:00 p.m.,  
Plants That Bloom in Drought, Floods, and Gumbo Soil: 

Our Native Plants and How You Can Get Them by Lan 
Shen, Texas Master Naturalists, Gulf Coast Chapter 

Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge Rd 77478 
 

SLGC Butterfly Garden Workday 
Thursday, August 23, 8:00 a.m. 
Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge 77478 
For more information, contact Joel Chavez at 

joel.chavez@earthlink.net or 832.633.0400 
 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners 
Thursday, September 15, 7:00 p.m.,  
Plants Toxic to Pets and Safe Alternatives Plus Houston 

Zoo's Horticulture Program by Joe Williams, Horticulture 
Manager, Houston Zoo.   

Bud O'Shieles Community Center 
1330 Band Road, Rosenberg 77471 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston 
Wildscapes Workshop & Native Plant Sale 
Saturday, September 8, 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Brown Education Center at the Houston Zoo, in Hermann 

Park 
Click the above Wildscapes link for flyer & registration. 
 

Houston Federation of Garden Clubs 
Friday, September 14, 9:30 a.m.,  
“Lewisia and Clarkia: Botany on the Trail” by Meda Wogan 
Houston Garden Center, 1500 Hermann Dr. 77004 
 

Texas Master Naturalists, Coastal Prairie Chapter 
Traning classes on Thursdays and Saturdays, September 

8 – October 24.  For more information: 2012 CPTMN 
FALL TRAINING or contact  Doug Simons @ 832-588-
8431. 

 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners 
Thursday, September 15, 7:00 p.m.,  
Plants Toxic to Pets and Safe Alternatives Plus Houston 

Zoo's Horticulture Program by Joe Williams, Horticulture 
Manager, Houston Zoo.   

Bud O'Shieles Community Center 
1330 Band Road, Rosenberg 77471 
 

SLGC General Meeting & GAPS Preview 
Tuesday, September 18,  
Social 9:30 a.m; program 10:00 a.m   
Blooms & Butterflies by Heidi Sheesley, owner of 

Treesearch Farms, a wholesale nursery specializing in 
plants adapted to Houston.  She will highlight plants that 
will be available at our Garden Art and Plant Sale on 
Saturday, Sept. 22.   

Knights of Columbus Hall, 702 Burney Road 77498 
 

 

 
 
 
 

SLGC Set up for Garden Art and Plant Sale (GAPS) 
Tuesday, September 18 - Friday, September 21 
Various times.  See article on page 5.  Members only. 
Sugar Lakes Club House, 930 Sugar Lakes Drive 77478 
 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners 
Thursday, September 20, 7:00 p.m. 
What’s Growing in the Lazy Gardener’s Garden? by 

Brenda Beust Smith, author and columnst 
Bud O'Shieles Community Center 
1330 Band Road, Rosenberg 77471 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston 
Thursday, September 20, 7:15 p.m.,  
Creating Garden Sanctuaries for Wildlife and People by 

Chris LaChance, Watersmart Program Coordinator 
Free and open to the public. 
Houston Arboretum & Nature Center 
4501 Woodway in Memorial Park 77024 
 

SLGC Volunteers Only Plant and Vendor Sale 
Friday, September 21, in the afternoon, after all plants are 

in place.   
 Any member or spouse who volunteers for the 2012 

GAPS is invited to attend this special sale. 
Sugar Lakes Club House, 930 Sugar Lakes Drive 
 

SLGC Garden Art and Plant Sale (GAPS) 
Saturday, September 22, 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Sugar Lakes Club House, 930 Sugar Lakes Drive 
Featuring perennials and Texas natives from Treesearch 

Farms, garden art, garden tools from the Fort Bend 
Master Gardeners, and seeds from members' gardens. 

 

SLGC Butterfly Garden Workday 
Thursday, September 27, 8:00 a.m. 
Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge 77478 
For more information, contact Joel Chavez at 

joel.chavez@earthlink.net or 832.633.0400 
 

 

Calendar of Events 

Unless otherwise stated, all events are open to the public. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SaveOurPrairie.com 
 

SAVE COLLEGE PARK 
PRAIRIE 

By Lan Shen 
 

Coastal prairie, once the dominant habitat in this area, is 
now considered the “rarest of the rare” of North America’s 
ecosystems (D. Ladd, TNC).  Only a very few fragmented 
remnants remain of this vast prairie, which once teemed 
with grassland birds and supported countless other 
wildlife species.  Last fall a pristine remnant of our prairie 
heritage was found in Deer Park.  Today many 
conservation groups in the area are working to save that 
land from becoming a housing tract.  We need your help 
to buy and conserve that 53 acre property.   
 

Please visit www.SaveOurPrairie.com to view the beauty 
that was the prairie in photographs and learn about our 
natural heritage. 

http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
mailto:joel.chavez@earthlink.net
http://www.fbmg.com/
http://www.npsot.org/Houston
http://www.npsot.org/Houston/WILDSCAPES%20WORKSHOP%20POSTER%202012.pdf
http://www.houstonfederationgardenclubs.org/products.htm
http://www.houstonfederationgardenclubs.org/Newsletters/2012/sep%202012.pdf
http://txmn.org/coastal/
http://txmn.org/coastal/about-our-chapter/tmn-training-information/
http://txmn.org/coastal/about-our-chapter/tmn-training-information/
http://www.fbmg.com/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.fbmg.com/
http://www.npsot.org/Houston
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
mailto:joel.chavez@earthlink.net
http://www.saveourprairie.com/
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Don’s Bug Corner.  Continued from page 6 

 
 
 
This fossil of an extinct tree is about 330 million years old. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This fern lived about 300 million years ago. 
(Pennsylvanian) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This is a fig from a tree 100 million years ago.                           This pine cone lived about 150 million years 
(Cretaceous).  I thought that this was quite unique                    ago (Jurassic).  It’s been cut in half.            
since it appears to have no flaws.  It probably was  
covered quickly so it didn’t rot or have insect damage  
done to it. 
 

 
 
 

The crane fly of 50 million years ago (Eocene).  The life 
cycle is all on land. 
 


