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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

What an exciting experience we had at the April board 
meeting!  Right in the middle of committee reports, Mary 
Edwards, SLGC Historian, shouted that there were two huge 
birds sitting on the water feature in my back yard!  Mary is a 
keen birder and her eyes are always on the prowl for new 
sightings.   
 

We all stopped what we were doing and ran to the window 
and lo and behold there were two mature black vultures 
sitting on the edge of the water fountain and helping 
themselves to drinks of water.  After a few minutes, one flew 
off and a few seconds later the other followed.  A quick check 
of my Sibley’s field guide confirmed that they were black 
vultures.   
 

Luckily Jaye Talus, SLGC Corresponding Secretary, had her 
trusty camera with her and took two quick shots of the 
beautiful birds.  Jaye’s photo below shows the one black  

 

vulture by itself 
after its mate had 
left.   
 

Gardeners, you 
too can be a part 
of the excitement 
experienced at our 
board meetings! 
Please see the 
volunteer request 
article inside the 
Greenleaf and  
 

step up to help with one of these jobs.      
 

We have a treat in store for us at our April 17 general 
meeting.  Molly Fowler, Dining Diva, will present a cooking 
demonstration showing how we can preserve our harvests.  
We will also be able to taste her creations!  The Dining Diva 
often appears on the Great Day Houston television show with 
Debra Duncan. 
 

Please join us for our April field trip.  There has been a 
change in plans and now we will be making a fun trip to 
Heights area nurseries. This is your chance to visit 
Buchanan’s, Joshua’s, and River Oaks Plant Shop all in one 
day!  Going to these nurseries with gardening pals is much 
more enjoyable than going by yourself, so sign up with 
committee chair Mary Bates at the field trip table at the April 
general meeting.  Field trips do not always have to be 
educational!  Sometimes it can simply be a trip to great 
nurseries. 
 

Pure enjoyment is the order of the day at our 13
th
 Annual 

Continued on column 2 
 

                                                    
 

 

Continued from column 1: 
Spring Garden Tour on Saturday, May 12.  This year, we 
will feature the stunning gardens in the Sugar Creek area.  
We can use your help either as a volunteer at one of the 
houses or you can buy a ticket or two or three!  A few 
more helpers are needed on the day of the tour.  Look for 
the beautiful display board at the general meeting and you 
will find the tour committee ready to sign you up.  Don’t 
forget that all volunteers get to see the gardens on our 
private preview tour on the Friday before the tour day. 
 

And last but not least, our May social event will be a 
fabulous brunch at the Riverbend Country Club.  Donna 
Romaine and her committee have worked extremely hard 
to create a lovely morning for us, so be sure to attend!  All 
members and their friends are invited.   Make your 
reservations at the April meeting. 
 

Happy gardening! 
Terri 

 

MAY INSTALLATION BRUNCH 
By Donna Romaine 

 

It’s time to welcome spring with our New Officer Installation 
Brunch on May 15, 2012.  The brunch is our last major 
event of the year.  It is a time to thank our current officers 
for their time and talents and a time to install our new 
officers for the 2012 – 2013 year. 
 

We invite you to join us for Brunch at the River Bend 
County Club (1214 Dulles Ave., Sugar Land, 77478) from 
9:30 a.m.  – 11:30 a.m.  Registration will be at the April 
meeting, or contact Donna Romaine at 281-494-2416 or 
email dkromaine@hotmail.com. 
 

Hope to see you all there! 
 

*********************** 

PHOTOS NEEDED FOR SPECIAL 
SLIDE SHOW AT MAY BRUNCH! 

By Terri Hurley 
 

We certainly had some wonderful events 
and activities this year!   To highlight our 
accomplishments, at our May spring brunch, 
we will present a special slide show of 
photos from our events.  But we need more 
photos!  Please email all of your SLGC 
photos to Terri Hurley at 

thurley001@comcast.net to add to the show.   We are 

looking for pictures from GAPS, workshops, field trips, the 
upcoming 2012 tour, general meetings, etc.  

http://www.riverbendcountryclub.org/
http://www.riverbendcountryclub.org/
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=1214+Dulles+Ave.,+Sugar+Land,+77478&hl=en&ll=29.615028,-95.584059&spn=0.034921,0.052614&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=32.610437,53.876953&hnear=1214+Dulles+Ave,+Sugar+Land,+Texas+77478&t=m&z=14
mailto:dkromaine@hotmail.com
mailto:thurley001@comcast.net
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Dues for SLGC are payable each spring, $30 for the 
following year.  New members joining June 1 - 
December 31 shall pay $30 for the current year. New 
members joining January 1 - March 31 shall pay $20 for 
the current year.  For new members joining in April, 
dues are $30 and apply to the following garden club 
year. Each member receives a monthly newsletter and 
copy of the club yearbook.   
 

 

The Sugar Land Garden Club of Sugar Land, Texas, 
publishes the Greenleaf Newsletter monthly except 
June, July, & December. 
 

Editors 
Lan Shen 

Jennifer Washam 
 

DEADLINE IS THE SECOND TUESDAY OF 
PUBLICATION MONTH 

 
Contact for articles and contributions: 

Shen.gcmn@gmail.com or 713-771-1415 
 

 

2011-2012 Club Officers 
 

President Terri Hurley 
  
1

st
 vice president Kathy Hradecky   

Programs 
    
2

nd
 vice president  Elisabeth Jones 

Membership                      Carrie Sample 
                                          Emilie Wilson 
  
Recording Secretary Sherrie Strickland  
 
Treasurer Deborah Birge 
 
Parliamentarian Mary Ellen Twiss 
  

 

 

APRIL 17 -  MOLLY FOWLER 
 The Dining Diva on Preserving the Harvest  

By Kathy Hradecky 
 

At the general meeting on April 17, 
Houston’s own “Dining Diva,” Molly Fowler, 
speaking on Preserving the Harvest, will 
show us easy ways to enjoy our fresh 
harvest throughout the year.  Canning, 
freezing, infusions, and more will be 
demonstrated in this fun and informative 
presentation.  Molly is a travelling culinary 
instructor, television personality, recipe  
 

developer, and cookbook author. She has been featured on 
Great Day Houston, in her own television cooking show (All 
the Right Ingredients), as well as in other radio and 
television shows throughout the state. Be sure to come 
hungry because we will get to sample Molly’s recipes! 

******************** 
Please note: Parking for the April 17 general meeting will 
not be possible in the Knights of Columbus parking lot.  
Instead there will be plenty of parking (e.g.  the city parking 
lot), all of which will be off of St. Theresa Blvd.  See email 
instructions on Monday or contact Membership Committee 
for more information.  Anyone needing to unload supplies at 
the front door contact Terri Hurley. 

 

******************** 
Any Suggestions for Next Year’s Speakers? 

 

The SLGC is known for the expertise and variety of the 
speakers at our general meetings.  If you have a suggestion 
for next year's speakers for the meetings, please contact 
Kathy Hradecky at kathy-fh@comcast.net. We appreciate 
your input! 
          
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
 

Now is membership renewal time.  You may pay your 
renewal fee of $30.00 at the meeting.  Please submit 
your Membership Form (see page 8) with your check or 
cash.  The Membership Form may also be picked at the 
Membership table when you sign in.  If you are unable to 
come to the next two SLGC events, please mail your 
Membership Form with your $30 check to Elisabeth 
Jones. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS   
Mary-Alice DeSpain 

Liz Lobdell 
Kathleen Louviere,  

niece by marriage of Yvonne Louviere 
 

CHANGES 
 

Gay & Joel Chavez have a new temporary address 
Gail Clarke listed a new phone number 

Matt Hurley and Jennifer Washam have new email addresses 

 
 

 
At the New Member Coffee held at Carrie Sample's Home on 

March 14.  Photo by Carrie Sample.  

mailto:Shen.gcmn@gmail.com
mailto:kathy-fh@comcast.net
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/Membership_Form_2012-2013.pdf
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/Membership_Form_2012-2013.pdf
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HORTICULTURE 

By Paula Goodwin 
 

We just returned from northern Oklahoma where I brought 
back bags of mint and iris bulbs to plant in pots on my patio.  
The iris had naturalized on the grounds of my old, 
abandoned schoolhouse and was probably first planted back 
when the school was first built.  The mint came from my 
mom’s yard where it had jumped her flowerbed, had run 
across the yard, had slipped under the barbed wire fence, 
and was happily living with lots of room and manure all 
around the cow pasture. I suppose the cows have mint-
flavored cuds to chew now.  My niece was my little hunter 
and gatherer.  She knew the mint’s leaves, and I also 
showed her how they also have square stems. 
 

Food preservation is an interesting subject to me since I 
grew up with everybody canning, preserving, pickling, 
freezing, and dehydrating stuff from the garden.  My 
grandfather did most of the work inside the garden while my 
grandmother did ALL of the work outside the garden to take 
care of the food.  During the summer, there were always 
piles of vegetables and fruit in the sink and on the 
countertops waiting to be washed, peeled, chopped, sliced; 
it was never ending.  I have a recipe to share, that I wrote 
down from an old Organic Gardening magazine (1970) in an 
article written by Euell Gibbons: 
 

                   The Dill Crock 
To keep plenty of dill in your garden,  
plant seeds every few weeks. 
Use any size pickling crock (he used a  
10-gallon size) or a gallon-size glass jar.   
Layer fresh dill leaves on bottom (along with some dill 
seeds) several cloves of garlic, a few red Tabasco peppers, 
then layer any kinds of firm, crisp vegetables that are 
currently growing in your garden along with more layers of 
dill.  

For example: 
Pared and peeled Jerusalem artichokes 
Sliced onions 
Cauliflower, separated into small florets 
Sweet red pepper, cut into strips 
Cucumbers, peeled, seeded, and cut into quarter-inch 
wide sticks 
Green beans, blanched 
Green tomatoes, cherry sized 

Cover all with a brine made by adding three-fourths of a 
measure of sea salt to 10 measures of water.  Add one-
quarter cup of cider vinegar to a gallon. Top with more dill.  
Set a small saucer weighted with a rock on top to keep 
everything below the brine and let cure at room temperature 
for two weeks. 
 

I say a silent “Thank you” to Lady 
Bird Johnson every time we drive 
around the state of Texas in the 
springtime.  And what is a wildflower, 
really?  It is such a small thing that 
we often have to stop to look at more  
 

closely.  Lady Bird has left a lasting legacy, not only for us, 
but also for the coming generations. 

 

SPRING GARDEN TOUR:  MAY 12 
By Cheryl Swanson 

 

Spring Garden Tour is looking for volunteers  
to help on Tour Day, May 12.  Please, visit our table at the 
monthly meeting on Tuesday, April 17 to sign up to help 
with our 13th Annual Spring Garden Tour.  You may also 
contact Beth Phelps, Cheryl Swanson, or Emilie Wilson  

to volunteer.   
This year the tour will take place in the Sugar Creek 

Subdivision.  In return for volunteering, you will be able to 
see all the gardens on the tour for free on Friday, May 11.   

 

Spring is Blooming in Sugar Creek! 
 

Mark your calendar!  Sugar Land Garden Club will be 
holding its 13th Annual Garden Tour, which is open to the 

public, in Sugar Creek, on Saturday, May 12, from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. (rain or shine).  Tickets with a map are $12.00 and 
can be purchased the day of the tour at any of the nine 

gardens listed below. 
 

Flowers are popping out all over the Sugar Creek 
Subdivision.  There is something for everyone.  So, come 
spend the day with us and stroll through these delightful 
gardens and enjoy the vibrant flowers, fascinating plants, 

citrus, vegetable gardens, flowing water features, sparkling 
pools, a sandy beach, outdoor kitchens, unique garden art 

& great curb appeal.  You will definately walk away with 
some great ideas for you own garden. 

 

For advance tickets contact:  
Cheryl Swanson 
281-242-1773 

 

 

For more information, please 
visit: 

www.sugarlandgardenclub.org 
 

2327 Country Club Blvd. 
39 Charleston North 

711 Longview Dr. 
3114 Groveshire Ct. 

802 Merrick Dr. 
906 Teague Circle 
2815 Fairway Dr. 
2807 Fairway Dr. 

6 Bendwood 
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GARDEN CLUB PERSONALITY 
By Jean Waleke 

 

 
 

Hello, my name is Jean Waleke. I have always enjoyed 
working in the garden.  For me, it is not even “work”; it is my 
chance to play with the plants.  Crazy as it may sound, I 
even enjoy weeding.  I love seeing how the plants are doing 
and which ones need attention.  I may encounter a worm or 
a butterfly.  Even the ducks have come up from the lake to 
see what I am doing in the garden!   
 

I started to come to the meetings about four years ago, after 
a neighbor across the street invited me to join her at a Sugar 
Land Garden Club meeting.  After that first meeting, I 
became a member and have been to almost every meeting 
since then.  I have learned so much from all the wonderful 
speakers and especially from all the extremely 
knowledgeable members who are always ready to share 
their knowledge.  I do not know all the botanical names of the 
plants, but I am learning.  I have met many wonderful 
gardeners and even found some dear new friends.  I have 
been involved with the Social Committee and am currently 
the Hospitality Chairperson.  Joining a smaller group always 
helps in getting to know more people. 
 

My favorite season is spring.  I enjoy seeing all the trees 
budding and plants emerging after a very short winter’s 
break. If you get a chance, take a drive up Highway 71 to 
enjoy the wildflowers.  I have been to Austin twice in the past 
month and the bluebonnets along Highway 71 were 
amazing.  Thank you, Lady Bird, for having the bluebonnets 
planted along the highways, so everyone can enjoy them! 
 
 

DEADLINE FOR FEINSTEIN 
CHALLENGE IS APRIL 17! 

By Debe Fannin 
 

Every year Allan Feinstein donates a million dollars to 
hunger fighting organizations across the USA. The Fort 
Bend Human Needs Ministry has been chosen to 
participate. The more money FBHNM raises during the 
months of March and April, the more money that FBHNM 
will receive from the challenge. The Sugar Land Garden 
Club matches every member's donation dollar for dollar up 
to $750. 
 

You can donate at the April general meeting.  If you are 
paying by check, be sure to write Feinstein on memo 
line. There will be receipts for tax deductions at the 
community service table.  The deadline for donations is the 
SLGC general meeting on April 17. 
 

If you are not able to make the meeting, you may give your 
checks to Deborah Birge (address in year book).  Your 
check must get to Deborah no later than April 16. 

 
 

HELP!  PUT DOWN YOUR TROWELS! 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS NEEDED! 

By Terri Hurley 
 

Gardeners, now is the time for all good 
members to come to the aid of their 
club.  There are a few openings in our 
committees and they need to be filled 
soon.  Grab a friend and be co-chairs!  
Many hands make light work.  Call Terri 
Hurley at 281-491-9609 for more 
information.  
 

Field Trips:  We need a new chair.  
You would help to lead one or two field  
 

trips a year.  There is a great committee who has offered to 
lead the other field trips.   

 

Butterfly Garden:  We need a chair.   This committee meets 
once a month for a couple hours to work in the garden at the 
Sugar Land Branch Library on Eldridge.    

 

GAPS Site Set Up Committee:  The future of GAPS 
depends on this.   We need one or two more co-chairs to 
work with co-chair Beth Phelps to coordinate the 
arrangements for getting the supplies and equipment 
delivered and set up at the Sugar Lakes clubhouse.  Pat 
Davis was in charge of this last year and she will help the 
new committee. 

 

Hospitality:  Committee members needed to help Hospitality 
Chair Jean Waleke prepare the Knights of Columbus Hall for 
general meetings.   

 

Programs:  Committee members needed to help Kathy 
Hradecky arrange programs for the upcoming 2012 – 2013 
club year.  

 

Not finding what you like?  Then volunteer as an intern for 
your favorite event and then be ready to take over next year.   

 

CRAFT WORKSHOP 
By Brenda Webb 

 

As we are completing this year of craft workshops, we would 
like to thank everyone who brought wine corks and everyone 
who participated in the workshops.  We look forward to 
starting in October with a fresh new selection of ideas to 
challenge you.  See ya' then. 
 

 
 

Toadstool Workshop on April 3, 2012. Photos by Sue Jordan 
& Donna Romaine. 
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GAPS 
 

Call for GAPS Artisans  
by Emilie Wilson 
Garden Club members, we are now  
planning our September 22, 2012  
Garden Art and Plant Sale (GAPS).   SLGC members and 
recent vendors have the honor of being invited first to take 
part in the 2012 Sale.  With increased interest in becoming a 
vendor at our sale, we ask that you respond quickly.  This 
year, we will again have an opportunity to sell to GAPS 
volunteers on Friday the 21st.  Please contact me, Emilie 
Wilson, if you are interested in being a vendor at GAPS. 

  
Call for GAPS Seeds!  By Lan Shen 
 

Now is the time to plan to collect seeds from  
your garden for  GAPS.  It is an easy  
contribution that many of our customers look  
forward to purchasing.  The following seeds  
have sold well in the past: 
 
 

Abelmoschus Hollyhocks Primrose, 
evening 
Bluebonnet Hyacinth Bean Rudbeckia 
Butterfly Pea Vine Indian Blanket Sweet Peas 
Cleome Larkspur Arugula  
Columbine Mallow or  Basil 
Coneflowers    Hardy Hibiscus Cilantro 
Coreopsis Nicotiana Dill 
Cosmos Pavonia (rock rose) Gai Lam 
Four O’clocks Poppy Okra 
 

Green, moist, immature seeds are often not viable.  
Collect seeds that are dark (or brown), dried, and firm.  For 
many non-fruiting seeds, wait until about an inch of the stem 
below the seeds is brown (or tan) before collecting.  In the 
case of seeds with pods like bluebonnets, collect, just when 
the casing is ready to pop or when other seeds on the plant 
have begun to pop.  Often seeds that readily come off on 
your hands when you touch them are ready to be collected.  
Click the link for a reprint of Marsha Smith’s wonderful 
article on seeds from May, 2010 Greenleaf.  Also, the Lady 
Bird Johnson Wildflower Center has an informative article 
on Guidelines for Seed Collecting.  The article also deals 
with how to collect and treat seeds with pulpy fruit like 
tomato.   
 

Collect seeds into paper, not plastic bags.  Moist seeds tend 
to mold.  Spread out the seed to dry well before storing 
them in plastic bags.  Since GAPS seeds are sold the year 
they are collected, seed storage is not an important issue.   
 

Please CLEAN YOUR SEEDS before giving them to the 
GAPS Seed committee members, Donnetta Parrish or Lan 
Shen.  Cleaning means removing most of the chaff and non-
seed parts.  If you have questions about which is chaff and 
which is seed or about how to clean, please contact us.   
 

Please only collect from plants that you have grown from 
seeds.  If they are not on the above list, please provide a bit 
of information about growing conditions, month to plant, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 

FIELD TRIP 
By Mary Bates 

 

Let's take a trip to the super native plant nurseries in the 
Heights.  Buchanan's offers some of the most gorgeous 
plants in the area and that includes a selection of native 
plants.  Take a few minutes to visit their awesome gift shop.  
Then, it is on to Collina's Italian Restaurant where casual 
dress after plant shopping is just fine.  The next stop is 
Joshua's Native Plants and Gardens.  The owner personally 
picks the plants that are offered in his shop.  If you want some 
salvaged architectural pieces from France and England, you 
are in the right place.  If you are looking for one of a kind 
statuary or furniture, you will find it here.  For those who still 
have energy to shop, try River Oaks Plant Shop with the 
famous topiaries and interesting pottery. 
 

Sign up at the general meeting for our trip to the Heights on 
Tuesday April 24th.  We will meet at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall at 9:00 a.m. and leave at 9:15 a.m.  Plan to 
carpool.  For additional information, please call Elizabeth 
Russell 281-494-6080 or email Elizabethrussell90@yahoo.com. 
 

 
March Field Trip to Matagorda Nature Preserve by Joan Pritchard 
 

 
February Field Trip to Moody Gardens.  Photo by Joan Pritchard 

 

PHOTOS 
 

Thanks to Terri Hurley for sending her and Jaye Talus’ vulture 
photos; Sue Jordon and Donna Romaine for photos of the 
Workshop; Leslie Niemand for sending photos of the March 
SLGC meeting; Joan Pritchard for sending many photos of 
the February and March field trips; Cheryl Swanson for 
sending photos of the Tour Gardens.  Thanks also to Matt 
Hurley for sending a photo of his garden (see page 9).  Your 
photos are a welcome addition to the Greenleaf.  All new 
photos submitted this month are now posted in the album 
Current Month’s Greenleaf Photos.  You may also access the 
website https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos to see 
all the albums.  Click here for instructions to download a copy 
of the photo to your computer for printing or for forwarding to 
a photo kiosk to be printed.   
 

 
 

 

http://www.wildflower.org/
http://www.wildflower.org/
http://www.wildflower.org/clearinghouse/articles/Seed_Collect.PDF
mailto:Elizabethrussell90@yahoo.com
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/CurrentMonthSGreenleafPhotos
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FMyb-wHSqZH9IjmchoqEorDrCdgsWTQY8tFhu_8co5k/edit
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    BUTTERFLY GARDEN 
    By Evelyn Coe 

 

The Sugar Land Garden Club planted and maintains the 
butterfly garden at the Sugar Land Branch Library at 550 
Eldridge Road.  Please consider joining the fun one or two 
times this year.  The weeding, pruning, and planting take 
about one hour once a month.  The next butterfly garden 
workday is Thursday, April 26 at 8:00 a.m.  For more 
information, contact Evelyn Coe at evelyncoe@earthlink.net 
or 281-565-9813. 

 
 

 

Please make plans to shop at the Whole Foods Market in 
Sugar Land, on Wednesday, April 18 to support Keep Sugar 
Land Beautiful. Keep Sugar Land Beautiful has been 
selected for a Whole Foods Market Community Giving Day 
and will receive 5% of the net sales for April 18.  To learn 
more about Keep Sugar Land Beautiful programs, please 
visit www.kslb.org.  

 
 

HOSPITALITY 
By Jean Waleke 

 

We want to thank Tricia Bradbury for volunteering to be 
Host Chair this month. She is responsible for arranging our 
refreshments and meeting setup.  We also want to thank all 
the members who signed up to co-host this month. 

 
 

 
Hosts, March 
2012 SLGC 
meeting.  Photo 
by Leslie 
Niemand. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SLGC CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Thinking of you card was sent to Kathy Hradecky whose 
husband had surgery.   
 

Get well card was sent to Delores Reeves who had eye 
surgery.   

 

 

AFRICAN RED WIGGLER WORMS 
 

Eulalia Nichols has a large vermiculture and currently an 
overabundance of the red wiggler worms.  She will bring her 
extras to the April 17 general meeting.  Anyone who would 
like some should bring a container with wet paper on the 
bottom.  You may call her for more information or if you want 
to pick them up at her house. 
   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PHOTO ENTRIES REQUIREMENTS  
FOR SLGC YEARBOOK COVER 

By Marsha Smith 
 

Photo submissions for the cover of our 2012-2013 Yearbook 
will be accepted between now and July 1.   The photo can 
be of a flower, butterfly, dragonfly, hummingbird or bird.   
Requirements for photo entries for the yearbook cover 
are listed here: 

1. Vertical orientation only (see yearbook cover). 
2. Good composition. 
3. Sharp focus on the details of the flower or other 

subject, such as butterflies or birds. 
4. Background that doesn’t draw the eye away from the 

subject but enhances it. 
5. Good contrast between background and subject. 
6. Submit CD with picture on it, and submit a 4 x 6 

print. 
7. If you email the picture, please also submit a 4 x 6 

print. 
8. Put your name, address, and phone number on a 

sticker and place on the back of the print and put the 
same information on the CD. 

9. Be prepared to provide the yearbook chair with a 
common and botanical name for the plant if it’s a 
flower; or the name, if it’s a bird or butterfly, if your 
picture is chosen for the cover. 

10. Submit only your very best choices. 
11. Your pictures will be returned to you, if you wish. 
12. Submit your photos no later than July 1. 

 

FORT BEND MASTER GARDENER 
By Leslie Niemand 

 
 

The next Fort Bend Master Gardener meeting on Thursday, 
April 19, will feature Mike Frismanis presenting Bamboo 
Varieties and How to Grow Them in Our Area.  Mike is a Fort 
Bend Master Gardener and also a bamboo grower.  Social 
time begins at 6:30 p.m. and the presentation will be from 
7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.  The meeting is held at the Bud 
O'Shieles Community Center, 1330 Band Rd., Rosenberg. 

TREES FOR BRAZOS BEND  
By Carrie Sample 

 

Brazos Bend State Park Volunteers Organizations thanks 
the Sugar Land Garden Club for its donation.  Part of the 
money was used to plant these three Bald Cypress trees 
near Elm Lake.  Their hope is that these three trees will 
eventually hide the restrooms that can be seen directly 
across from the new Elm Lake Viewing Platform. 

 
 
Trees for Brazos Bend: 
three Bald Cypress trees 
near Elm Lake, planted 
with SLGC's donation.  
Photo by Carrie Sample 

http://www.kslb.org/
http://www.google.com/#sclient=psy&hl=en&source=hp&q=vermiculture&aq=f&aqi=g10&aql=&oq=&pbx=1&psj=1&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.&fp=69bc6e1149b2911c
http://fbmg.com/
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Don’s Bug Corner  
Sugar Land Garden Club member Don Johnson, contributor to the Greenleaf writing on garden insects, is a 

member of the Fort Bend County Master Gardeners' Entomology Group and gives talks on insects.  He is also a 
member of the local Coastal Prairie Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalists.  
 

 

COLONY COLLAPSE DISORDER 
By Don Johnson  

 
A recent article in Science magazine cites two studies of growing evidence that the cause of bee Colony Collapse 
Disorder is due to certain insecticides being used by farmers.  Both of the studies were done in Europe, one in France and 
the other in Great Britain. 

In the United States, where the chemical is approved, honey bees are moved around our country in order to help farmers 
with pollination.  Much of the food we eat, valued at billions of dollars, is pollinated by honey bees.  During the past five 
years, there has been much concern as to why the bee population has significantly declined.  In some areas, the decline 
is over fifty percent. 

The study in France indicated that the insecticide confused the bees, and they were not able to find their way back to the 
hive.  Since the insecticide is systemic there were traces of it found in the nectar and pollen.   In the September issue of 
Science Illustrated, an article explains how French scientists attached tiny microchips to the backs of the bees to track 
their coming and going by computer.   This study indicated that there could be several other causes for the decline 
including disease, pests, radiation from mobile phones, and lack of plant diversity.  Scientists contend that bees are 
healthier if they eat from a variety of plants. 

Bee keepers in Minnesota and environmental groups argued that the EPA failed to do adequate testing before allowing 
the chemical to be used.  The EPA countered that they based their approval on hundreds of studies and that the 
insecticide was safe.  However, they agreed to continue testing.   

Bayer CropScience, the maker of the insecticide, contends that it is safe and that the studies were flawed.  Jeff McMullan, 
a local bee keeper and pecan grower, agrees with the manufacturer that the product is beneficial.  He states that the 
insecticide helps control the pests that attack the hive.  He further states, “Pesticides are necessary to feed the human 
population.”  McMullan argues that the chemicals were not approved for use in France, yet they still have the same 
Colony Collapse Disorder. 

There is not yet a consensus about the cause of Colony Collapse Disorder.  The debate and the testing will continue 
because it is a serious issue where a solution must be found. 

 

Photo by Jeff McMullan, a local bee keeper, shows the damage small hive beetles, “devastating hive pests”, can do to a 
hive.   According to Jeff, Bayer’s “fipronil (a neonicotinoid, [the class of pesticides in the two studies]) in baits is 
wonderfully effective in controlling roaches as well as small hive beetles”.  “It’s the same active ingredient that you put on 
dogs and cats to control ticks and fleas.”   
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SLGC General Meeting  
Tuesday, April 17 
Social 9:30 a.m.; program 10:00 a.m.   
Preserving the Harvest by Molly Fowler 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 702 Burney Road 77498 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston 
Thursday, April, 19 
Social 7:00 p.m.; program 7:30 p.m. 
The Coastal Prairie Partnership's Native Plant Great Grow-Out 

Program by Jaime Gonzalez of Katy Prairie Conservancy.   
 Free seeds of prairie plants. 
Free and open to the public. 
Houston Arboretum & Nature Center 
4501 Woodway in Memorial Park 77024 
 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners 
Thursday, April 19, (See p. 5) 
Social 6:30 p.m.; program 7:00 p.m. 
Bamboo Varieties And How To Grow Them In Our Area by  
 Mike Frismanis, Master Gardener & bamboo grower 
Bud O'Shieles Community Center 
1330 Band Road, Rosenberg 77471 
 
 

Quail Valley Garden Tour 
Saturday, April 21, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
See website for list of homes.   
Purchase tickets at any location.  $10 
http://traction.typepad.com/qvtour/2012-gardens/ 
 

SLGC Fieldtrip to Nurseries in the Heights & River Oaks 
Tuesday, April 24 (See page 5)  
Meet at 9:00 a.m. for carpooling at Knights of Columbus Hall, 

702 Burney Road 77498.   
   Leave at 9:15 a.m. 
 

Native Prairie Association of Texas 
Wednesday, April 25 
Social 6:30 p.m.; program 7:00 p.m. 
Bayland Community Center 
6400 Bissonnet, Houston 77074 
 

SLGC Butterfly Garden Workday 
Thursday, April 26, 8:00 a.m. 
Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge 77478 
For more information, contact Evelyn Coe 
 

Field Trip - Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston 
Russ Pittman Park (Newcastle & Evergreen in Bellaire) 
Sunday, April 29, meet 8:15 a.m.; leave 8:30 a.m. at 
 Jogging bridge parking lot, east of Houston Arboretum.  Free 

& open to the public. 
Or meet at 8:45 a.m. at Russ Pittman Park, in the parking lot 

on Evergreen  
RSVP to Paul Roling, 281-353-7413 or Proling@att.net  
 

Sugar Land Heritage Hike  
Saturday, May 8.  See Sugar Land Events – next column

 
Houston Federation of Garden Clubs 
Friday, May 11, 9:30 a.m. 
Similar But Not the Same: Expect a Surprise by Vicki McMillan 
Houston Garden Center, 1500 Hermann Dr. 77004 
 

SLGC Pre-tour for Volunteers & Garden Owners 
Friday, May 11, morning. 
Volunteer for tour day to participate in the pre-tour. 
Pre-tour information will be sent to volunteers 
 

SLGC 13
th

 Annual Spring Garden Tour  
Saturday, May 12, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
All gardens are in the Sugar Creek Subdivision 
See page 3 of newsletter or website for a list of homes.   
Purchase at any home; tickets with a map are $12.00  
 

SLGC May Installation Brunch (see p. 1) 
Tuesday, May 15, 9:30 a.m.  – 11:30 a.m. 
River Bend County Club (1214 Dulles Ave., Sugar Land, 77478) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

PHOTO CREDITS  
Red pepper on p.3: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/eraphernalia_vintage/6078436144/  
Dill on p.3: http://www.flickr.com/photos/bagaball/5777241197/  
Bluebonnets on p. 3: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/visualistimages/4544577806/  
  

GAPS Artisan photo on p. 5: by Randy Kozlovsky. 

 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

SUGAR LAND EVENTS  
 

FARMERS MARKET AT IMPERIAL, Saturdays, 9:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m., 198 Kempner St., Sugar Land 77498 
 

SUGAR LAND HERITAGE HIKE.  The Sugar Land Heritage 
Foundation presents a monthly Heritage Hike the second 
Saturday of the month; rain date is the following Saturday.  
Meet in front of the Char House (the tall red brick building just 
north of Highway 90 near Brooks Street) at 9:45 a.m. for a  
walk that begins at 10:00 a.m., is about 1-1/2 miles, and takes 
one and one-half hours.  Costs are $10 for adults, $5 for 
teens, and free for children under 12.  The Heritage 
Foundation is a 501(c)3 organization. 
 

URBAN HARVEST FARMERS’ MARKET at Sugar Land 
Town Square.  Thursdays, 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

Matt Hurley’s 
spring patio 
garden.   
Photo by Matt 
Hurley. 
 

Send photos of 
your garden to 
be printed as 
space permits.  
Unused photos 
will be posted 
on the web. 

http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.npsot.org/Houston
http://www.fbmg.com/
http://traction.typepad.com/qvtour/2012-gardens/
http://traction.typepad.com/qvtour/2012-gardens/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.texasprairie.org/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://npsot.org/Houston/Houston%20Chapter%20of%20NPSOT%20Field%20Trips.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jkeDTCpVZsl4Y8N8Qons3slgbhfy3VHjxwjGzXsGPOk/edit
mailto:Proling@att.net
http://www.slheritage.org/heritage_foundation_news.html
http://www.houstonfederationgardenclubs.org/products.htm
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.riverbendcountryclub.org/
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=1214+Dulles+Ave.,+Sugar+Land,+77478&hl=en&ll=29.615028,-95.584059&spn=0.034921,0.052614&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=32.610437,53.876953&hnear=1214+Dulles+Ave,+Sugar+Land,+Texas+77478&t=m&z=14
http://www.flickr.com/photos/eraphernalia_vintage/6078436144/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/bagaball/5777241197/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/visualistimages/4544577806/
http://www.slheritage.org/index.html
http://www.slheritage.org/index.html
http://www.slheritage.org/heritage_foundation_news.html

