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Continued from column 1: 
 

 

Since this is the last Greenleaf of the club year, I want to 
take this opportunity to thank everyone on the Board of 
Managers.  They have all worked selflessly on their 
committees, not for personal glory, but for the betterment 
of the club.  There will a special place in gardening 
heaven for each of them.   
 

I have really had a grand time being your president this 
club year.  I am looking forward to doing it all again next 
year.  The adventure continues!  
 

Happy gardening,  
Terri  

 
 

 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

The crowds are gone, the garden gates are closed, and once 
again, the SLGC has put on a successful garden tour! How 
can the club ever thank the volunteers and garden owners for 
all they did over these many months to get everything 
planned, organized and ready for another wonderful tour?  It 
is certainly impossible.   
 

The tour was just phenomenal!  
Each of the gardens was unique 
and so very beautiful.  The 
garden owners all received a 
great sense of personal 
satisfaction in being able to 
showcase their hard work to 
people who really appreciate 
what they have done.  In 
addition, I hope you heard the 
many compliments from the 
visitors about how they really 
enjoyed the clever theme of 
‗Sugar Land: Then and Now‘ 

Photo by Terri Hurley              and the fact that the gardens 
were located so close together.  The tour was a win-win for 
everyone.   
 

Yes, it is close to the end of the club year, but we still have 
other great gardening events in the works.  Do not forget our 
joint venture with the Fort Bend Master Gardeners and the 
Texas Rose Rustlers!  All members are invited to the Andrea 
Wulf talk on Thursday, May 19, at the Sugar Land Community 
Center.  Her very entertaining talk on her new book ―The 
Founding Gardeners‖ will begin at 6:30 p.m.  Refreshments 
and book signing is at 7:30 p.m.  
 

Our ever-popular Summer Plant Swap will be held on 
Tuesday, June 21 at the Sugar Land City Park.  Now is the 
time to be potting up your extra plants, cuttings, or seedlings.  
Alternatively, you can bring anything garden related such as 
tools or pots or magazines.  As always, bring whatever you 
like and take whatever you like.   
 

Also, we will offer a summer gardening talk starting at 2 p.m. 
on August 16 at the Sugar Land Branch Library on Eldridge.  
Be sure to attend that so you can get back into the gardening 
groove. 
 
   

Continued on column 2 

 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
By Donna-Jean Dyer 

 

Allison Bingham is the recipient of the 
2011 scholarship at A&M from Sugar 
Land Garden Club.  Allison is a 
graduate student majoring in 
Horticulture.  She is involved in research 
of water conservation in greenhouses 
and post-production quality.  She has 
been a teaching assistant at A&M and 
hopes to finish her Master's degree in 
December. 

 

Rachael Goar of Stephen F. Austin 
University has been awarded a Sugar 
Land Garden Club scholarship for 
2011.  She is a sophomore at SFA 
where she is majoring in Horticulture. 
Racheal has been interested in 
Horticulture since high school in 
Tomball, Texas where she participated 
in FFA and its Floriculture CDE team.  
At Stephen F. Austin she excels  
academically and is actively involved in the SFA 
Horticulture Club and the marching band. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

FEINSTEIN CHALLENGE 
 

Thanks to the generosity of our club members, the SLGC 
donated $2055 to the Feinstein Challenge.  Of that, $1305 
came from members and $750 from the club. 
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Dues for SLGC are payable each spring, $30 for the 
following year.  New members joining June 1 - 
December 31 shall pay $30 for the current year. New 
members joining January 1 - March 31 shall pay $20 for 
the current year.  For new members joining in April, dues 
are $30 and apply to the following garden club year. 
Each member receives a monthly newsletter and copy of 
the club yearbook.   

The Sugar Land Garden Club of Sugar Land, Texas, 
publishes the Greenleaf Newsletter monthly except 
June, July, & December. 

Editors 
Lan Shen 

Jennifer Washam 
 

DEADLINE IS THE SECOND TUESDAY OF 
PUBLICATION MONTH 

 

Contact for articles and contributions: 
Shen.gcmn@gmail.com or 713-771-1415 

 

2010-2011 Club Officers 
 

President Terri Hurley 
1

st
 vice president Carrie Sample  

Programs  
2

nd
 vice president  Gay Chavez 

Membership Kathy Hradecky   
 Joyce Jackson 
Recording Secretary Delores Reeves 
Treasurer Deborah Birge 
Parliamentarian Mary Ellen Twiss   

MESSAGE FROM TREASURER 
 

Attention All Garden Club Members: 
 

The 2010-2011 financial books will close May 31.  Anyone 
needing an expense reimbursement for this past garden 
club year, please fill out the form, attach all receipts, and 
get it to me before May 31.  Please do not put this off.  In 
addition, if you have a check issued by SLGC, please 
deposit it as soon as possible. 
 

Deborah Birge, Treasurer  

 

RENEW TODAY! 
 

Time is running out!  Renew your SLGC membership 
now, if you want to be included in the 2011 - 2012 
yearbook.  A membership renewal form is on page 8 of 
this month's Greenleaf.  Please mail to Joyce Jackson 
your completed form and $30.00 check payable to 
SLGC.   

Membership Committee 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SCHOLARSHIP DONATION 
 

In addition to donations by Sugar Land Garden Club 
reported previously, Marsha Smith also made scholarship 
donations in memory of Nancy Berghauser, member, and 
Barney Paul, JoAnne Mitton‘s father. 

 
SLGC CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Get-well card was sent to Miriam Elder, who had a tumor 
on her heart and had open-heart surgery.   
    

Thinking of you card was sent to Charline Russell, whose 
husband Carl had a stroke. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

ANDREA WULF 
 

The Founding Gardeners 
The Revolutionary Generation, Nature and the 

Shaping of the American Nation 
 

Thursday, May 19, 2011 
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Program  

7:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Reception & Book Signing 
Sugar Land Community Center 

226 Matlage Way 
Free and Open to the Public 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JUNE PLANT SWAP 
By Donnetta Parrish 

 

Tuesday, June 21,
 
9:30 a.m. 

Sugar Land City Park  
7th Street, between Wood and Eldridge 

 

Our plant swap, open only to members and their guests, 
will be in the park‘s covered pavilion.  The Park has plenty 
of near-by parking, a playground, and shady trees.  We will 
gather at 9:30 a.m. for refreshments and then will have a 
drawing for summertime plants.  The plant swap will start at 
10:00 a.m. and will be casual, much like our plant swaps at 
the end of the meetings.  We will have plenty of room, so 
bring anything garden related: plants, cuttings, pots, tools, 
or whatever.  We will also have a table for recycling 
magazines and catalogs.  You do not need to bring 
anything to attend; feel free to bring whatever you like and 
take whatever you like.  Contact Donnetta Parrish or 
Charline Russell if you have any questions.   

 

The next issue of the Greenleaf will be published 

August 15, 2011.  Deadline for articles is August 9. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

Debra Dowden 
Rangda Mehta 
Suma Mudan 
Margie Raley 

Ranga Vasan  

mailto:Shen.gcmn@gmail.com
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12TH ANNUAL GARDEN TOUR WRAP UP 
By Coeta Presley 

 

I want to thank the 
homeowners and all 
the volunteers for 
helping make the 
Garden Tour a 
success.  You did a 
great job.  We could 
not have done it 
without you.  Thank 
you to those who 
emailed your friends, 
about our tour, too.  Everyone getting together to make an 
event successful is the fun part of being in the Sugar Land 
Garden Club.  You did it!!  We did it!!   

 

We accomplished our task to present a variety of gardens.  
 

 “Sugar Land Gardens, Then and Now” 
Some were old, some were new,   
Some had many plants, some had few.  
Some gardens were large, some were small, 
Our guests said that they enjoyed them one and all. 

 

We sold 207 tickets, bringing in $2415; our sponsors 
contributed $1375; our expenses were about $850.  Hence, 
our net profit was about $2940.  

 

It has been my pleasure to serve as your Garden Tour 
Chairperson.  Thanks to all of you for the good times that we 
have had and for your help these last two years, while I have 
been leading the Garden Tour.  Please help Cheryl Swanson 
next year as she leads our 13

th
 Annual Spring Sugar Land 

Garden Club Tour! 
                        

 

Editor’s note: 
These photos are 
by Randy Kozlovsky, 
professional 
photographer and 
Marian‘s husband, 
who has generously 
shared his Garden 
Tour photos.  We 
may view, download, 
or buy copies from 
his website.  Point and shoot garden tour photos by Lan Shen 
and other garden club photos submitted to the Greenleaf 
for the past two months can be viewed at mySLGCphotos.   

 

OUR 15 MINUTES OF TELEVISION 
FAME 

By Terri Hurley 
 

On May 11, fifteen of our members attended the live 
taping of Channel 11‘s Great Day Houston with Debra 
Duncan.  The main topic of the day‘s show was a special 
gardening segment and one of the show‘s producers 
personally invited us to attend.  Our members sure looked 
good in their green SLGC aprons while sitting out in the 
audience and having a great time.    
   

 
 

Our television ‗stars‘ were: Sylvia Alewine, Beverly 
Baumann, Lesley Durgin, Helen January, Anne Matzelle, 
Rangda Mehta, Stella Pearson, Joan Pritchard, Roberta 
Rambin, Delores Reeves, Donna Romaine, Carolyn 
Salmans, Diane Schomburg, Mary Ellen Twiss, and Sheryl 
Gee Wong.                             
 

In appreciation for our attendance, Channel 11‘s talent will 
create a 30-second promo for our 13

th
 Annual Garden Art 

and Plant Sale that will be televised in mid-September.  As 
soon as the station notifies us of the promo‘s run date, 
garden club members will be notified. 
 

If you missed the program on May 11, you can also see 
the videos on your computer. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR THE LOVELY 
PRESIDENT’S GIFT 

By Terri Hurley 
 

A sincere thank you is offered to all 
of the members of the Sugar Land 
Garden Club for the perfect 
President‘s gift.  This beautiful 
heron statue, about four feet tall, 
will be just the perfect addition to 
my bird friendly garden.  Made of 
heavy concrete finished in an 
antiqued cream color, he was 
found at one of my favorite haunts, 
Statue Makers on Blalock Road.  
Here is a picture of him out in my 
backyard, just waiting for the 
perfect placement somewhere among the Peter‘s Purple 
Monarda and Mystic Spires Salvia.  Gardeners, you have 
each been a joy to work for and it has been a huge honor 
to serve my first term as president of this great garden 
club.  I look forward to serving again next year. 

BUTTERFLY GARDEN WORKDAYS 
 

The next Butterfly Garden workday is Thursday, May 26.  
Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Butterfly Garden located at the 
Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge.  Just bring your 
weeding tools and clippers and join the group for some 
community service.  Except for November, workdays are 
the fourth Thursdays of every month, weather permitting.  
Evelyn Coe will be leading the workdays next year.  
 
 

    May 26 
    June 23 

  July 28 
  August 25 

 

http://ohanaphotos.zenfolio.com/p412515399
https://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/CurrentMonthSGreenleafPhotos
http://www.khou.com/great-day/gdh_05-11-11_seg1-121638234.html
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HORTICULTURE 
By Paula Goodwin 

 

Ornamental grasses give the ―whoosh‖ factor to a garden 
with their light, movement, and sound.  They do not need 
babying and do not need mowing.  Grasses billowing 
around any kind of water feature are especially attractive.  
Most require full sun and can grow without much water—
another good reason to grow them in your yard. 
 

Most grasses have clump-forming roots, which grow slowly 
in diameter, but watch out for the ones with creeping roots, 
which tend to spread.  Perennials are good companion 
plants.  Grasses come in many colors (or change color 
during the different seasons), have heights from small to 
tall, and have shapes that droop, stand upright, are spiky, 
or gracefully curve into mounds.  So many decisions to 
make and fortunately so many choices are available. 
 

Grass provided a living for my father and our family.  He 
was a government contractor who planted grass for erosion 
control on highway right-of-ways, parks, and lake/pond 
dams.  It was always Bermuda he planted because it is 
tenacious, growing both by runners over the ground and 
rhizome roots underground.  A cannon-like machine was 
used to rocket the roots out upon prepared soil.  Being 
Bermuda, it almost always stuck.  I pulled these grass roots 
out of my beds once (not an easy task) and stuffed them 
into a garbage bag.  A couple of months later, thinking they 
would be dead and could be thrown into the compost bin, I 
found that there were some roots still green and growing.  
This grass deserved to go into a landfill. 
 

Every summer my dad baled prairie hay for his cattle and 
for many neighboring ranches (as my younger brother still 
does).  I was placed on a tractor in the hayfield as soon as 
my legs could reach the pedals; even before then I would 
perch on the tractor fender and ride with dad while he 
baled—sometimes in the middle of the night if rain was 
expected.  We always came home layered with sweat, 
grass, dust, and bugs.  There were no cabs with air-
conditioning on tractors then.  Although the work was hot 
and tedious, I loved working in the field with my dad and 
the high school boys he hired to buck the bales.  Freshly 
cut hay always smells sweet to me. 
 

Our beef cattle and quarter horses that grazed in our prairie 
grass pastures were another source of income (ask me 
about my milk cow ―Flab‖). 
 

These grasses are included in my file labeled ―Plants I 
Would Like to Have in My Garden‖ (someday): 

 Gulf muhly grass (Muhlenbergia filipes)  

 Maiden grass (Miscanthus sinensis ‗Gracillimus‘)—
this genus of grass comes in differing colors like 
silver, white, and yellow  

 Feather reed grass (Calamagrostis x acutoflora 
‗Karl Foerster‘) 

 Leatherleaf sedge (Carex buchananii) 

 Mexican feather grass (Stipa tenuissima) 

 Dwarf fountain grass (Pennisetum alepecuroides 
‗Little Bunny‘) 

 Ornamental switch grass (Panicum virgatum) 

 Prairie dropseed (Sporobolus heterolepsis) 
 
 

Continued on column 2  
 

 

 

Continued from column 1: 
 

This is not actually a horticultural subject, but just 
something to share with you.  I requested this part of the 
poem ―A Tribute to Grasses‖ by Hamlin Garland to be 
read at my father‘s funeral service. 
 

―…I bring a handful of grass to thee, 
The prairie grass I know the best; 
Type of the wealth and width of the plain, 
Strong of strength of the wind and sleet, 
Fragrant with sunlight and cool with rain,  
I bring it and lay it low at thy feet…‖ 

 

Hope everyone has a good summer. 

 

GARDEN ART & PLANT SALE:  WORK 
A LITTLE – SHOP A LOT! 

By Terri Hurley 
 

We need you!  Mark your calendars 
right now for volunteering at the new & 
exciting 13

th
 Annual Garden Art & Plant 

Sale to be held on Saturday, 
September 24, 2011.  To show our 
appreciation for all of our hard-working 
GAPS volunteers, we are going to 
make some changes and volunteers 
will get all the benefits.   

 

Pre-orders have been discontinued.  Instead, we will have 
something even better.  All of our volunteers will be able to 
attend the Volunteer’s Only Plant and Vendor Sale on 
Friday afternoon after all the plants have been set up.  
Any volunteer from cashiers to cookie bakers to plant 
haulers will be able to attend this sale.  We are still 
working out the details on this volunteer sale, so be sure to 
keep an eye out for more information as it is released.  
 

In the meantime, please contact either Terri Hurley at 
thurley001@comcast.net or Cathy Lutz at 
cathyjlutz@comcast.net to let us know that you or your 
spouse or teenage son or daughter are interested in 
volunteering.  Remember, only volunteers can attend the 
Friday sale.  We will begin contacting you in a few weeks 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

GAPS NEEDS SEEDS 
 

Many of our GAPS customers look forward to purchasing 
seeds from our members‘ gardens.  We are depending on 
our members to provide those seeds.  You only need to 
clean the seeds (remove most of the chaff and non-seed 
parts) and provide a bit of information about growing 
conditions and the best time to plant.  Please let Lan Shen 
(713-771-1415 or shen.gcmn@gmail.com) know what 
seeds you are contributing and plan to give them to her no 
later than Tuesday, September 6, so there will be time to 
package the seeds for the sale.  Bring what you have 
already collected to give her at the June Plant Swap.   
 

Now is the time to collect seeds from spring blooming 
annuals.  Please continue collecting as later blooming 
plants‘ seeds ripen.  If interested, the Eco Corner column 
contains a link to an article about seed collecting 
techniques.  

mailto:thurley001@comcast.net
mailto:cathyjlutz@comcast.net
mailto:shen.gcmn@gmail.com
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GARDEN CLUB PERSONALITY 
By Carrie Claffey 

 

 
 

I have been a member of the garden club for two years.  
My friend Lillian Tigard encouraged me to join and I have 
really enjoyed all the information I have gained, as well 
as meeting all the friendly members. 
 

I am from Pittsburgh, PA and moved to Houston in the 
late ‗70s.  I came from a family of seven and we all enjoy 
gardening of some sort.  My brothers and sisters all have 
vegetable gardens and I love having homegrown 
tomatoes and peppers when I visit.  My dad had a large 
garden and he was very proud of his manicured hedges 
around the house.  I think deep down he really wanted to 
be a farmer! 
 

I like to visit my family in the spring and fall.  I have been 
lucky and usually hit it just right to see all the trees 
budding and the flowers blooming in April and then 
turning colors in the fall.  We do not see much of that in 
Houston.  I help my Mom plant flowers around her house 
and spend a lot of time pulling weeds for her. 
 

I am a registered nurse and started work at The 
Methodist Hospital in the operating room and am still 
there today.  I met my husband Bob, who is from 
Philadelphia, while he was in Houston on a short-term 
project.  We fell in love and he moved to Houston.  He is 
an engineer and has worked for many of the major 
engineering companies.  We have one beautiful daughter 
named Christin who recently got married.  We are looking 
forward to grandchildren, but I think it will be a few years 
yet.  In the meantime, our little dog Remy keeps us busy 
and amused. 
 

When we are not visiting family in Pennsylvania, we love 
to travel.  Bob has decided he likes cruising and we are 
now planning a Mediterranean cruise.  This is a dream 
come true for us.  We usually go on a ski trip but skipped 
it this year. 
 

We also have a condo in Ocean City, N.J., where we 
spend several weeks in summer.  I really enjoy seeing all 
the different beautiful flowers and trees that grow there 
and that we cannot grow in Houston.  The flowers are so 
lush there and the grass is soft and green. 
 

My gardening abilities get better every year.  I am always 
planting and changing things around.  I love roses and 
wish I had more place in my yard for them.  I enjoy 
bringing new plants home from the plant swap and trying 
them out.  I especially liked the red spider lily that arose 
one day.  I am also trying some tomatoes this year.  I am 
actually growing one in the topsy turvey planter!  So far, 
so good. 
 

I also enjoy the field trips.  I learn so much from them and 
it is fun making new friends.  I am always letting people 
know how nice everyone is at the Sugar Land Garden 
Club and I am proud to be a member.   

 
        
 
 

JENNIFER HEFFNER  
LIVING & GARDENING IN AUSTRALIA 

  

 
 

Jennifer Heffner, SLGC President 2007 – 2008, recently sent 
Terri Hurley an email to be shared with club members:  
 

I am getting settled into a quaint little village about 40 minutes 
by train northwest of Sydney.  I found a little town home 
surrounded by trees and with a small garden, which is mostly 
shade with two-story tall Australian tree ferns leaning over the 
fence.  My home is close to a highway so there is traffic noise 
but it is on an otherwise quiet cul-de-sac street within walking 
distance to the train and to small shops in the village; it is only 
two miles to a major shopping center.  
 

A community garden meets on Saturdays a couple villages 
away.  Villages are about as close as adjoining subdivisions 
in Houston like New Territory and Telfair.  I will visit it this 
Saturday to see what they do.  I think it’s vegetables. 
 

All the tropical plants that we struggled to grow in Sugar Land 
are trees here.  Princess bush is a large tree with purple 
flowers.  I saw an African Bauhinia with coral trumpet blooms 
as tall as a tree.  I also saw a giant angel trumpet tree.  The 
Sydney Botanic Gardens are open to the public and within 
walking distance from the train.  This is fall now and 
temperatures are in the 60's-70's. 
 

You can let anyone who wants to know that my address is … 
[email Terri Hurley for Jennifer‘s address in Wahroonga, 
Australia].  I still have my Houston number [which is in the 
yearbook], but I am 15 Hours ahead of your time.  This is a 
Vonage phone, so to call me costs the same as calling a local 
number. 
  

Jennifer 

EASY PEASY LEMON SQUEEZY! 

By Terri Hurley 

We still need to fill three very easy board positions for the 
next club year.  These positions are so easy that you do not 
have to attend all the board meetings. 
    

Members, I am becoming all worn out trying to get these 
positions filled and I am sure you don‘t want to do that to your 
hard-working president.  Please do step up and do your part 
 

HISTORIAN: 1 person to coordinate the personality of the 
month and to maintain the inventory of club records. 
   

EQUIPMENT MANAGER:  1 person to learn how to operate 
the built-in sound system at the Knights of Columbus Hall.  
    

KEEP SUGAR LAND BEAUTIFUL:  1 person to report on 
upcoming activities put on by this organization.  
      

Please contact me to volunteer for one of these easy jobs.  
Terri Hurley 281-491-9609 or thurley001@comcast.net 

mailto:thurley001@comcast.net
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Zebra Longwing 

drinking sugar water 

Butterfly laying an egg 

Owl butterfly eating rotten fruit 

Rice Paper getting nectar 

  Don’s Bug Corner                                                
 

VOLUNTEERING WITH 
BUTTERFLIES  

AT HOUSTON MUSEUM OF NATURAL 
SCIENCE 

By Don Johnson 
 

For several years, Penny and I have volunteered at the 
Houston Museum of Natural Science working in the 
greenhouse, Cockrell Butterfly Center, and the emerging room 
and helping with plant sales.  Our favorite activity is working 
with the caterpillars and butterflies. 
 

Located on the seventh floor of the 
parking garage are three 
greenhouses where plants and 
butterflies are raised.  Some of the 
plants are grown for the Cockrell 
Butterfly Center and some are used 
in the greenhouse to raise 

butterflies.  The passion vines are 
grown in the greenhouse as host 
plants and taken by docents to the 

Butterfly Center.  There, the Julia and Zebra butterflies alight 
on their host plants and lay 
their eggs, thus allowing the 
visitors a close up view of a 
butterfly laying its eggs.  After 
a plant has been in the 
Butterfly Center for a few days, 
it is moved back to the 
greenhouse.  Our task in the 
greenhouse is to move the 
caterpillars from the mostly 
eaten passion vines onto new plants.  
Sometimes we find a chrysalis on the 
plant and we remove it and take it to the emerging room. 
 

The emerging room is located in the Entomology Hall where 
visitors look through glass windows to see the butterflies 
emerge.  The chrysalides from the greenhouse and the ones 
shipped to the museum from many countries are then glued to 
a string and hung until butterflies emerge.  Our job there is to 
collect the butterflies that have emerged and release them in 
the butterfly center.  
 

Penny and I enjoy the enthusiasm and interest of the museum 
visitors while we learn more about butterflies. 

 
 

 

 
 

 ECO CORNER 
By Lan Shen 

 

Seeds.  GAPS is calling for seeds from SLGC member‘s 
garden (see page 4).  The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower 
Center has a wonderful article on Guidelines for Seed 
Collecting.  Green, moist, immature seeds are often not 
viable.  Collect seeds that are dark (or brown), dried, and 
firm.  For many non-fruiting seeds, wait until about an inch 
of the stem below the seed is brown before collecting.  In 
the case of seeds with pods like bluebonnets, collect just 
when the casing is ready to pop or when other seeds on 
the plant have begun to pop.  Often seeds that readily 
come off on your hands when you touch them are ready to 
be collected.  The article also deals with how to collect and 
treat seeds with pulpy fruit. 
 

Collect seeds into paper, not plastic bags.  Moist seeds 
tend to mold.  So spread out the seed to dry before putting 
them in plastic bags.  Since GAPS seeds are sold the year 
they are collected, seed storage is not an important issue.  
However, the article speaks about that also. 
 

Grasses.  If I did not already have an affinity for growing 
grasses, Paula‘s horticulture article would inspire me to go 
and get some for my garden.  Anyone interested in planting 
the harder to find local native grasses, such as little 
bluestem, big bluestem, Indian grass, switch grass, eastern 
gama grass (a corn relative) and the local variety of the 
Gulf Muhly (Muhlenbergia capillaris), can try Treesearch, 
the plant sale at the Native Plant Society‘s Annual 
Wildscape Workshop, or Hannah Native Grasses, Inc. (Flo 
Hannah 713 956-6303, fhannah@wt.net).  Alternatively, 
you could offer to grow out prairie grasses for prairie 
restoration, get free seeds, grow the plants, keep a couple 
for yourself, and donate the rest to prairie restoration 
projects.   
 

When growing non-native ornamental grasses, please be 
aware that some can be invasive in natural areas.  One 
such is the Miscanthus sinensis, which is also listed in 
Texasinvasives.org.  A map of ―states with suspected 
infestations‖ shows southeastern US, including Louisiana, 
but not Texas.  However, growing conditions in Louisiana 
and Houston are quite similar. 
 

Red Buckeye.  Deborah Birge sent a note saying that the 
red buckeye is very poisonous and ‖members living in a 
more rural [agricultural] environment should not plant it 
since the seeds will jump into the pastures where the 
leaves and seeds are dangerous to livestock.‖  To put it in 
perspective for the city home gardener, red buckeye has a 
―highly toxic, may be fatal if eaten‖ designation at one 
website, but so too does azalea at the same excellent site, 
Poisonous Plants of North Carolina. 
 

Brown-eyed Susan or Rudbeckia.  Linda Rippert donated 
many pots of ―Goldsturm‖ or Brown-eyed Susan to last 
month‘s plant swap.  Many times in the past, gardeners 
have asked me about Brown-eyed Susans with different 
appearances.  Here is the story:  ―Goldsturm‖, which has 
dark green and broader leaves, is a cultivar of R. fulgida, a 
native of the U.S. and of two counties in Texas.  It is more 
prevalent further north and is not locally native.  The local 
native brown-eyed Susan, more common in the wild in the 
U.S., is R. hirta with light green and narrower leaves. 

http://www.wildflower.org/
http://www.wildflower.org/
http://www.wildflower.org/clearinghouse/articles/Seed_Collect.PDF
http://www.wildflower.org/clearinghouse/articles/Seed_Collect.PDF
mailto:fhannah@wt.net
http://www.coastalprairiepartnership.org/page/grow-plants-from-seed
http://www.coastalprairiepartnership.org/page/grow-plants-from-seed
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/invasivetutorial/miscanthus.htm
http://www.texasinvasives.org/plant_database/detail.php?symbol=MISI
http://www.invasive.org/weedcd/pdfs/srs/silvergrass.pdf
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/consumer/poison/Aescupa1.htm
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/consumer/poison/Rhodosp.htm
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/consumer/poison/poison.htm
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SLGC – Spring Installation of Officers Tea  
(Only for registrants.  Registration deadline has passed.)  

Tuesday, May 17, 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Sweetwater Country Club 
4400 Palm Royale Blvd., Sugar Land 77479 
 

SLGC with the Fort Bend Master Gardeners and the Texas 
Rose Rustlers 
Thursday, May 19, 2011, 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. - Program  

7:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Reception & Book Signing 
Andrea Wulf on The Founding Gardeners, The Revolutionary 

Generation, Nature and the Shaping of the American 
Nation 

Sugar Land Community Center, 226 Matlage Way 
Free and open to the public 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston 
Thursday, May 19, 7:15 p.m. 
Sex in the Garden  by Flo Oxley, Lady Bird Wildflower Center 
Free and open to the public.   
4501 Woodway, in Memorial Park, Houston 77024 
 

SLGC Butterfly Garden Workday 
Thursday, May 26, 8:00 a.m. 
Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge 77478 
 

Nature Discovery Center, Bellaire  
Wednesday, June 1, 7:00 p.m. 
Foraging Houston: There is such a thing as a free lunch.  Dr. 

Mark "Merriwether" Vorderbruggen   
7112 Newcastle, Bellaire 77401 
 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners - Green Thumb Seminar  
Thursday, June 9, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Residential Irrigation Systems 101 
Parkway United Methodist Church 
5801 New Territory Blvd., Sugar Land, 77479 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston 

Thursday, June 16, 7:15 p.m. 
The Watson Carnivorous Plant Preserve  by Pauline 

Singleton, Board Member, The Watson Native and Rare 
Plant Preserve; Free and open to the public.   

4501 Woodway, in Memorial Park, Houston 77024 
 

SLGC Butterfly Garden Workday 
Thursday, June 23, 8:00 a.m. 
Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge 77478 
 

SLGC – Yearbook Photo Competition closes  

July 1.  See April Greenleaf for more information or  
contact Marsha Smith. 

 

Nature Discovery Center, Bellaire  
Wednesday, July 6, 7:00 p.m. 
Adult Lecture Series:  Turtles of Houston. Eric Duran 
7112 Newcastle, Bellaire 77401 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Fort Bend Master Gardeners - Green Thumb Seminar  
Thursday, July 14, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Bugs – the Good, the Bad, and the Ugly! 
Parkway United Methodist Church 
5801 New Territory Blvd., Sugar Land, 77479 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston 
Thursday, July 21, 7:15 p.m. 
Landscaping with Native Plants  by Cherie Foster Colburn 
Free and open to the public.   
4501 Woodway, in Memorial Park, Houston 77024 
 

SLGC Butterfly Garden Workday 
Thursday, July 28, 8:00 a.m. 
Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge 77478 
 

SLGC Greenleaf  
Tuesday, August 9, 11:59 p.m. 
Deadline for articles for the August issue of the Greenleaf 
 

SLGC Sponsored Talk at Sugar Land Library 

Tuesday, August 16, 2:00 p.m. 
Topic TBA 
Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge 77478 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 

 

 

 

 

Announcing an exciting new addition: 
Volunteers’ Plant and Vendor Sale 

Friday afternoon, September 23 

Code: 

 All color items underlined contain links for more 
information. 

 Green = Sugar Land Garden Club events  

 Dark blue = Non-SLGC events with links for more 
information 

 Black = Non-SLGC events 

http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.fbmg.com/
http://www.npsot.org/Houston
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.naturediscoverycenter.org/mc/page.do?sitePageId=119296
http://www.naturediscoverycenter.org/mc/community/eventdetails.do?eventId=317362
http://www.fbmg.com/
http://www.fbmg.com/CommunityEducation/GreenThumb/GreenThumbSchedule_2010_11.pdf
http://www.npsot.org/Houston
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.naturediscoverycenter.org/mc/page.do?sitePageId=119296
http://www.naturediscoverycenter.org/mc/community/eventdetails.do?eventId=317363
http://www.fbmg.com/
http://www.fbmg.com/CommunityEducation/GreenThumb/GreenThumbSchedule_2010_11.pdf
http://www.npsot.org/Houston
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
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