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Volume 13 Issue 8                                          April, 2011 

GARDEN ART & PLANT SALE UPDATE 
By Terri Hurley 

 

Exciting changes are planned for the 13
th
 annual Garden 

Art & Plant Sale on Saturday, September 24.  Details are 
not final yet, but one thing is sure:  GAPS volunteers will 
get all the benefits!   
  

Pre-orders formerly taken at the September general 
meeting will likely be discontinued.  Instead, under 
consideration is a plan to offer a “Volunteers‟ Plant & 
Vendor Sale” after the set up is complete on Friday 
afternoon.  A much larger selection of plants than was 
offered on the old pre-order form will be available at the 
new Friday afternoon sale.  Only GAPS volunteers in any 
capacity from cookie bakers to plant haulers will get to 
partake in the Friday sale.  What a great shopping 
opportunity for our volunteers!  This is a great way to say 
thank you to all who have tirelessly offered their time and 
talents to our biggest fundraiser of the year.   
  

Now is the best time to get in on the action while the 
widest variety of jobs is still available.  Sign up to 
volunteer beginning with the April general meeting.  We 
have enough jobs for every member of our club to 
participate and we need all your help. 
  

More details will be forthcoming once the plans are 
finalized, so watch this space.  
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Gardeners should never say never!  Until a few weeks ago, I 
refused to stand in long lines for anything, not restaurants, 
not concert tickets nor black Friday sales after Thanksgiving.  
But I had to break this rule when I tried to score some 1/3 
size terra cotta warriors offered for a bargain price at the 
Forbidden Gardens‟ going out of business sale.  Talk about 
stressful!   After three hours in line, my line-mates and I were 
worrying that all the little guys would be gone by the time we 
got inside.  Shouts of happiness went through the crowd 
when the gates swung open. We all ran to the display pits 
and it was dog-eat-dog as we jostled along the way for alpha 
position. To our great amazement and relief, there were 
thousands of the warriors smirking at us from the pits.  At that 
point, we all sheepishly returned to our usual well-mannered 
demeanor and everyone went home with all the prized 
warriors they wanted.  Now we know that good things come 
to gardeners who wait! 
 

Back at home, I like to relax 
with a good read…the SLGC 
yearbook!  For April, we can 
see that a plethora of 
pleasurable pursuits awaits us.    
 

First, our general meeting on 
April 19 features Kathy Adams 
Clark who was rescheduled 
from February.  Kathy is well 
known for her nature 
photography and her photos 
appear in the „Nature‟ column 
in the Houston Chronicle. She 
will show us how to take super 
photos in our gardens.  Her 
talk is very timely since year- 
 

book chairperson Marsha Smith is now accepting member‟s 
photos as contenders for the plum spot on the cover of the 
2011-2012 yearbook. 
 

Do you have a pain in the neck from all the spring gardening 
jobs?  Then take a break and join us on our final field trip of 
the year to Paynes in the Grass Daylily Farm in Pearland to 
see their 800 registered cultivars.  Their 2010 introductions 
are all named after Texas icons.  How does Lone Star Long 
Horn or Berried in Texas sound…like you want to buy one, 
right?  If so, make your reservations (required) at the April 
meeting and meet on Tuesday, April 26 at the Sugar Land 
Community Center to carpool. 

 

Continued on column 2. 

 

Continued from column 1: 
 

Sugar Land, Then and Now is the exciting theme for our 
12

th
 Annual Spring Garden Tour on Saturday, May 7.  We 

need a few more helpers on the day of the tour.  Look 
for the beautiful display board at the general meeting and 
you will find the tour committee ready to sign you up.  
Don‟t forget that all volunteers get to see the gardens on 
our private preview tour on May 6, the Friday before the 
tour.  
 

The “Spring Installation of Officer‟s Tea” will be held on 
May 17 at the Sweetwater Country Club.  All members 
and friends are invited to this divine event. You do not 
have to be an officer or on the board to attend.  Our 
Social chairperson Jean Waleke and her committee have 
worked extremely hard to create a lovely afternoon for us.  
More details are in the yearbook.  Make your reservations 
at the April meeting.         
 

Happy gardening,  
Terri  
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Dues for SLGC are payable each spring, $30 for the 
following year.  New members joining June 1 - 
December 31 shall pay $30 for the current year. New 
members joining January 1 - March 31 shall pay $20 for 
the current year.  For new members joining in April, dues 
are $30 and apply to the following garden club year. 
Each member receives a monthly newsletter and copy of 
the club yearbook.   

The Sugar Land Garden Club of Sugar Land, Texas, 
publishes the Greenleaf Newsletter monthly except 
June, July, & December. 

Editors 
Lan Shen 

Jennifer Washam 
 

DEADLINE IS THE SECOND TUESDAY OF 
PUBLICATION MONTH 

 

Contact for articles and contributions: 
Shen.gcmn@gmail.com or 713-771-1415 

 

 

2010-2011 Club Officers 
 

President Terri Hurley 
 

1
st
 vice president Carrie Sample  

Programs 
  

2
nd

 vice president  Gay Chavez 
Membership Kathy Hradecky   
 Joyce Jackson 
 

Recording Secretary Delores Reeves 
 

Treasurer Deborah Birge 
 

Parliamentarian Mary Ellen Twiss   

 
 

MAY: INSTALLATION TEA 
By Jean Waleke 

 

It is time to welcome spring with our New Officer Installation 
and Afternoon Tea on May 17, our last major event of the 
year.  The tea will give us an opportunity to look back at the 
past year, thank the current officers for their time and 
talents, and install the new officers for the 2011 - 2012 
year.  
 

We invite you to join us for The Installation and Afternoon 
Tea at the Sweetwater Country Club (4400 Palm Royale 
Blvd. 77479) from 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Cost is $21.00 for 
members or guests.  We will enjoy an assortment of tea 
sandwiches, cheese and crackers, mini-desserts, and of 
course tea.  Register at the April meeting or contact Jean 
Waleke at 281-565-5873 or jeanredi@aol.com.  The last 
date to register is May 5.  Hope to see you all there! 

APRIL MEETING: 
Rescheduled from February, 2011 

  

On Tuesday, April 19, the Sugar Land Garden Club will 
host Kathy Adams Clark presenting Explore Your 
Garden With Your Camera.  Kathy has been a 
professional nature photographer since 1995.  She is a 
past President of the North American Nature Photography 
Association and teaches photography at local and national 
events.  The program is free and open to the public.  
Refreshments start at 9:30 a.m. and the program begins at 
10 a.m. in the Sugar Land Community Center, 226 Matlage 
Way, 77478.  For more information call 281-937-7075 or 
visit www.sugarlandgardenclub.org. 
 

 
 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
 

Remember to renew your membership, if you have not 
done so already.  Pick up a copy of the Renewal 
Application at the Membership table when you sign in or 
print page 10.  You may pay your renewal fee of $30.00 
at the meeting, or you may send it to either Kathy 
Hradecky or Joyce Jackson.  Be sure to include the 
Renewal Application form with your check.    

Membership Committee 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPEAKER SUGGESTIONS? 
 

Any Suggestions for Next Year's Speakers?  The SLGC 
is known for the expertise and variety of speakers at our 
general meetings.  If you have suggestions for speakers for 
next year's meetings, please contact Kathy Hradecky at 
kathy-fh@comcast.net or 281-265-5522.  We appreciate 
your input! 

HISTORIAN & KSLB LIAISON NEEDED 
 

A fantastic slate of great volunteers has signed up for the 
2011 – 2012 committees.  We still have two openings 
available.  The jobs of Historian and Keep Sugar Land 
Beautiful (KSLB) Liaison are not time consuming.  They are 
perfect for members who do not have much time to spare 
or those who would be new to the board.   
  

Give Terri Hurley a call at 281-491-9609 if you are 
interested. 

 

mailto:Shen.gcmn@gmail.com
mailto:jeanredi@aol.com
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
mailto:kathy-fh@comcast.net
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ANDREA WULF 
 

on  
 

The Founding Gardeners 
The Revolutionary Generation, Nature and the 

Shaping of the American Nation 
 

May 19, 2011 
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Program  

7:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Reception & Book Signing 
Sugar Land Community Center 

226 Matlage Way 
Free and Open to the Public 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIELD TRIP 
By Mary Bates   

  

 
 
Join us on Tuesday, April 26 for a trek to Leon and Paula 
Payne's Paynes in the Grass Daylily Farm in Pearland.  
They started growing daylilies in their yard and loved the 
plant so much that they expanded and now offer 800 
cultivars.  Leon is busy hybridizing plants that will grow 
successfully in our area.  They plant almost 5000 seedlings 
each year!  They offer mail-order service, but will sell to us.  
To look for specific plants, you will be handed a catalog that 
gives the row number location.  You can then see and pick 
your plants of choice.  Bamboo plants are usually available 
as well.  Afterwards, we will lunch at MiMi's and have an 
option to visit Joseph's Nursery. 
 

We will travel by car.  Note a change in time.  Check in at 
8:30 a.m., leave at 8:45 a.m., presentation at 9:30 a.m.  For 
more information, please call Mary Bates at 281-565-0201 
or on the day of the trip - cell phone 979-255-0350. 

 

Daylilies photo from Paynes in the Grass Daylily Farm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A BOOK REVIEW 
Brother Gardeners: Botany, Empire and the Birth 

of an Obsession 
By Terri Hurley 

 

If you are a plant lover or collector, then 
you will really enjoy this book.  Andrea 
Wulf writes a wonderfully interesting and 
entertaining story from what at first would 
seem like a dry subject.  But the way she 
enlivens the story of how plants were 
collected and shipped from America to 
England and how this trade helped to 
shape our own American history makes 
for a book that cannot be put down.   
 

Truly astonishing is the story of how our own native 
American plants such as Juniperus virginiana and 
Callicarpa americana led to the gardening obsession that 
is still a significant part of the British culture.     
 

Through her great story telling based on true events, Ms. 
Wulf brought to life the colorful men who made their mark 
on the horticultural world in the 18

th
 and 19

th
 centuries in 

England and in the young America.  The book begins with 
John Bartram (a founder of the American Philosophical 
Society) collecting and shipping plants, cuttings, and 
seeds of American plants to Peter Collinson, a British 
merchant and plant collector who is passionate about 
these new species of plants.  The frustrations, scheming, 
wars and high seas drama that were a part of their 
business dealings over the decades makes for fascinating 
reading.   
 

As the years pass in the book, we experience the 
difficulties that Carl Linnaeus had when he tried to get the 
English to accept and use his plant naming system, which 
the British thought was immoral.  Later we meet Joseph 
Banks, a young wealthy landowner who financed the 
travels of Captain Cook‟s Endeavor for 3 years.  Throw in 
the HMS Bounty and Captain Bligh, naked Tahitian ladies, 
English botanic gardens, American Indians, and the 
unmitigated thrill of the first Magnolia grandiflora flower in 
bloom in England and you have a book that satisfies the 
soul of any gardener.    
 

Ms. Wulf, using actual letters, old English catalogs, 
newspapers and magazines, ancient books, and hand-
written letters extensively researched the names and 
events.  The extensive bibliography lists them all.  She 
was able to weave all these facts into a marvelously 
written and organized book that flows effortlessly from one 
horticultural adventure to the next.    
 

This book, one copy of which SLGC had donated, is 
available in any of the Fort Bend libraries.  There is plenty 
of time to read it before Ms. Wulf gives her talk on 
Thursday, May 19 at the Sugar Land Community Center.  
Ms. Wulf will talk on her new book “The Founding 
Gardeners”.  She will be here courtesy of a joint venture 
between the Fort Bend Master Gardeners, the Texas Rose 
Rustlers and the Sugar Land Garden Club.  The event is 
free of charge and all are welcome. 

 

 
 
 

FEINSTEIN CHALLENGE 
By Debe Fannin 

 

The Feinstein Challenge is here! 
 

Every year, philanthropist Alan Feinstein donates to hunger 
fighting organizations during the months of March and 
April.  The East Fort Bend Human Needs Ministry will 
receive a donation based on how much money it can raise 
during these two months.  The Sugar Land Garden Club 
will match its members‟ donations, dollar for dollar up to 
$750. 
 

The deadline for donating to the Feinstein Challenge is at 
the April 19 monthly meeting!  You may donate cash or 
check.  If you donate with a check, please write Feinstein 
Challenge or EFBHNM on the memo line.  You can give 
your cash or check to Vivian Cromwell or Debe Fannin 
at the Community Service table or give it to Deborah 
Birge at the meeting. 
 

For more information, contact Debe Fannin at 
debe23@aol.com. 
 

 

 

http://www.paynesinthegrassdaylilyfarm.com/
http://www.paynesinthegrassdaylilyfarm.com/
http://www.feinsteinfoundation.org/
mailto:debe23@aol.com
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SPRING GARDEN TOUR 
By Coeta Presley 

 
 

The Sugar Land Garden Club will host its annual Spring Garden Tour on 
Saturday, May 7, the day before Mother‟s Day.  Spending the day with 
Mother on a tour of the wonderful gardens of “Sugar Land, Then and 
Now” will make a memorable Mother‟s Day gift.  
  

We are trying to cut expenses this year by providing you information 
about the tour via the Greenleaf.  On the next page are the addresses 
and descriptions of the gardens.  Having this information in advance will 
help you plan your route.  Please help us forward the information about 
the Tour, which is open to the public, to all who might enjoy a day in the 
gardens of our gracious homeowners, who have so generously opened 
their gardens for everyone‟s enjoyment. 

HORTICULTURE 
By Paula Goodwin 

 
Now is the time for us gardeners to shift into high gear to 
work in our yards before the extremely hot, humid weather 
of summer sets in.  This gardener cannot pass up a nursery 
without stopping to see what is new and blooming, even 
though my yard is stuffed.  I need to clean out my gingers 
and cannas; they have gotten out of bounds. 
 

Daylilies.  Our field trip to Paynes in the Grass Daylily 
Farm will be a great introduction to daylilies.  The day I 
went was the day I fell in love with daylilies.  My husband 
asked me why I wanted a plant whose blooms last only one 
day.  My answer was because they are beautiful, bloom 
extensively, do not need to be deadheaded, are easy to 
grow, and are perennials - qualities I wish all my flowers 
have.  The variety “Silent Snow”, a yellow daylily, is an 
early bloomer.  I have the gorgeous “Marse Connell” in my 
garden. 
 

Vegetables.  Plant these vegetables from seed in April:  
pole snap beans, cantaloupe, corn, cucumber, okra, sugar 
snap peas, squash, watermelon, parsley, and radishes.  
Roberta Rambin told me she bought a lemon cucumber at 
Arbor Gate.  She will let me know how well it does and 
especially what it tastes like.  You can put heart-shaped 
molds over small cucumbers and as they grow, they 
become heart-shaped cucumbers - if you have that kind of 
time!  The Japanese put baby watermelons into box 
shapes, so when they grow into squares, they can be 
stacked more efficiently in grocery stores. 
 

The Judge of the Municipal Court in Sugar Land told me 
that he walked passed a garden on the way to the Rose 
Bowl football game where his son was playing.  That 
organic garden in Pasadena, CA is called Path to Freedom 
www.pathtofreedom.com.  The owner family harvests 6000  
pounds of food annually on an urban lot.  The garden is 
 

Continued on column 2.  
 

 

Continued from column 1: 
 

just 1/10 of an acre and has 350 different varieties of  
vegetables, herbs, fruits, and berries.  Dwarf goats, 
chickens (no rooster), rabbits, and ducks are also kept for 
their manure, meat, milk, and eggs.  What the family does 
not eat, they sell to local restaurants and caterers.  I think 
it would be wonderful, if we could do that in Sugar Land, 
and of course, still be a good neighbor. 
 

Another similar website for people who want to grow their 
own food is SPIN (Small Plot INtensive) farming 
www.spinfarming.com .  It has lots of information about 
raising your own good-tasting vegetables, which lowers 
food costs and promotes good health and self-reliance.   
 

 Annuals.  “April showers bring May flowers”!  However, if 
this dry weather keeps up, May will not have much of 
anything without an irrigation system or hand watering.  
However, one annual I planted along the edges of my 
flower garden seemed to thrive on heat and drought.  It is 
the Mexican zinnia (Zinnia angustifolia).  The best 
varieties are “Orange Star” and “Star White”.  If 
occasionally deadheaded (old flower heads snipped off), 
they bloom continuously all summer long.  These zinnias 
are only 10 inches tall, so they are not like their floppy, 
gangly cousins and will grow well in containers.  Also 
unlike traditional zinnias, they are resistant to powdery 
mildew.  If you see them in a nursery, pick up a few.  Or 
they can be grown from seed.  These flowers give a lot of 
bang for the buck. 
 

I was in Oklahoma recently when the purple martins 
returned to my mother‟s place.  They were so excited 
about being back at their birdhouse to which they have 
been returning every spring for more than 100 years.  It 
was like a big party with all the chattering and zooming 
around.   Neighboring ranch owners were also doing their 
annual prairie fires.  We sat out in my mother‟s front yard 
one night and it was a fantastic sight.  With flames on the 
horizon all around us, it was if we were sitting in a huge 
ring of fire. 

http://www.pathtofreedom.com/
http://www.spinfarming.com/
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“SUGAR LAND GARDENS, THEN AND NOW” 
 

12th Annual Sugar Land Garden Club Garden Tour 
May 7, 2011, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Rain or Shine 
 

THE GARDENS: 
 

118 Venice -- Homeowners: Tommy & Mary Beth LaVergne  
This home has been in the family since the original owners, Gus and Minnie Ulrich, built 
it between 1918 & 1919. Mr. Ulrich was Vice President of Sugar Land Industries and 
Mrs. Ulrich was an alderman and the first woman on the city council in Sugar Land, 
incorporated in 1959.  Mr. & Mrs. Ulrich are listed as charter members of the Sugar 
Land Garden Club.  In her garden, Mrs. Ulrich planted several varieties of daffodils and 
amaryllis, which still bloom year after year. Many other bulbs and plants have been added to this pleasant garden retreat.  
 

110 Venice -- Homeowners: Bruce Kelly and Jane Goodsill  
This home in “The Flats” was built in 1927 as a residence for single female teachers and was known 
as the Teacherage.  The women were hired to teach the children of Imperial Sugar employees at the 
Sugar Land School (now known as Lakeview Elementary) on “The Hill.”  “The Hill” is about six feet 
higher in elevation than “The Flats”.  This garden has constantly blooming plant material, which the 
owner uses for beautiful floral arrangements. 
 

422 South Belknap -- Homeowners: Robert and Julie Andrews  
This garden displays hanging baskets and many containers of lush blooms.  It was featured in the calendar produced and 
distributed by the City of Sugar Land in July 2001.  Check out the “Histerical Marker” (yes, “Histerical”) mounted on the front of 
the home.  There is a very nice vegetable garden in the backyard.  Children call this “The Happy House” because it makes them 
smile.  
 

822 Venice -- Homeowners: Ben and Suzanne Wood  
Water, color, and wildlife best describe this ever-changing backyard paradise.  About twenty feet 
from the kitchen window is a 5,000-gallon koi pond with about twenty koi in it.  A five-foot tall 
waterfall includes an eight-foot stream, which flows to another two-foot waterfall.  These serve 

as a watering hole for birds, cats, and other neighborhood wildlife.  There is 
also a small bog garden with calla lilies and elephant ears.  
 

419 Brooks Street -- Homeowners: Randy and Diana Miller  
Located within sight of the historic Imperial Sugar refinery, this newly 
constructed home brings back to the area the charm of a two story southern colonial home.  Such a 
house served as a boarding house here in the 1920‟s.  This home was built in 2006 using a footprint that 
would fit within the parameters of four 50-year old prize winning pecan trees and one stately 50-year old 
magnolia tree.  The gardens have been designed and developed in a manner consistent with “Southern 
Charm”.  

 

115 First Street -- Homeowners: Thor Haavie and Linda Wofford  
Linda grew up in Sugar Land, just down the street from the Imperial Refinery, and walked to the Sugar Land School, now 
known as Lakeview Elementary.  She lived in Norway for some time.  When she was preparing to move back to the area, her 
son found this home and sent pictures to her.  She liked it and now lives back in her childhood neighborhood.  Posted on her 
garage is also a “Histerical Marker.”  She, too, has a very nice waterfall and vegetable garden and many lovely plants.  
 

As you journey to the next garden, you will pass the Sugar Land School (now Lakeview Elementary) on the left.  Note the 
1918 Auditorium, which is the oldest public building still remaining in Sugar Land.  The exterior 
of the auditorium is currently being renovated.  Rest rooms will be added and the back stage 
area enlarged. 
 

102 Sorrento -- Homeowners: Valentin & Elvira Freyre  
This is a lovely garden on the lake at Venetian Estates.  In the backyard is a large playground 
with slides, forts, and lots of climbing features.  There is even a net to play badminton.  
 

902 Piedmont -- Homeowners: Randy and Diana Miller  
The landscaping in this yard enhances the views and architecture instead of competing with 
them.  The front yard landscape offers clean lines that work with the 1960‟s contemporary 
architecture of the home.  The plants and shrubs are low maintenance with smaller areas for 
seasonal color adding to the relaxed carefree feel of the home. This garden is also on the 
lake of Venetian Estates.  

 

TICKETS are available on the day of the Tour at each garden. Price: $12 full ticket to all gardens or $4 for a single garden 

ticket.  The $4 ticket can be exchanged for a full ticket for an additional $8 at any garden.  Tour hours are from 9:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m.  The gardens can be viewed in any order.  For more information: 281-494-1946 or www.sugarlandgardenclub.org

http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
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GARDEN CLUB PERSONALITY 
By Anne Matzelle 

 

 
 
My husband, Wayne, and I have lived in Sugar Land 
since 1993.  We are newly retired from the medical field.  
We both are southern transplants though, and I secretly 
long for tulips, lilacs, cherry trees, and bearded iris.  
However, we are learning to plant species that we could 
not have where we grew up in Tulsa, OK, and 
Chambersburg, PA, especially our wonderful gardenias 
and an orange tree.  The orange blossoms are in bloom 
as I write these lines.  The aroma is heavenly and the 
bees are busy.  We have had giant swallowtail butterflies 
lay their eggs on this tree every year.  We have our 
hummingbird feeders hanging but have not seen our first 
hummer yet.  Spring is here and our relatives still have 
snow. 
 

We love all our backyard birds.  Wayne keeps the 
feeders full and away from squirrels.  We are amateur 
photographers and love to photograph them.  My 
mother‟s assisted-living group just asked me to present a 
“local bird talk with pictures”.  It is fun getting the talk 
together.  A blue jay couple is building a nest in our yard 
today, so I hope to have some nestlings to present.  I 
took Kathy Adams Clark‟s first digital photography 
course, but I need the sequel now. 
 

We also travel frequently and just returned from Costa 
Rica (for a niece‟s destination wedding).  We stayed in a 
little bungalow high in the rain forest and had a monkey 
festival one morning around our terrace.  Exotic flowers 
and wildlife surrounded us.  When we travel, we love to 
visit gardens.  This past Thursday we visited the Dallas 
Arboretum where there were 850,000 tulips in full bloom.  
One of my favorite gardens has been the Longwood 
Gardens in PA, where we have seen it in different 
seasons.  We are traveling through New England this 
summer, so we will seek out gardens there too. 
 

Our yard is small and not different enough to tour, but I 
have started going to Starbucks for their coffee grounds 
for my compost bin, roses, potted plumerias, azaleas, 
gardenias, and blueberries (already forming berries)!  
They love it and my garden smells delicious.  I did find a 
white lilac that is supposed to bloom in zone 9.  It has 
survived the past two summers, but it is still tiny and has 
not yet bloomed.  If it does, I will take its picture and 
make an announcement to you all.   

 
        
 
 
 
 
 

YEARBOOK 
By Marsha Smith 

 

PHOTO SUBMISSION FOR 2011-2012 
YEARBOOK COVER 

It is time to think about submitting a photograph to grace the 
cover of our 2011-2012 Yearbook!  It can be a flower, 
butterfly, dragonfly, hummingbird or bird picture.  If you want 
to submit a photo, here are the requirements for photo 
entries for SLGC Yearbook cover:  

1. Vertical orientation only (see yearbook cover). 
2. Good composition. 
3. Sharp focus on the details of the flower or other 

subject, such as butterflies or birds. 
4. Background that doesn‟t draw the eye away from the 

subject but enhances it. 
5. Good contrast between background and subject. 
6. Submit CD with picture on it, and submit a 4 x 6 print. 
7. If you email the picture, please also submit a 4 x 6 

print. 
8. Put your name, address, and phone number on a 

sticker and place on the back of the print and put the 
same information on the CD. 

9. Be prepared to provide the yearbook chair with a 
common and botanical name for the plant if it‟s a 
flower; or the name, if it‟s a bird or butterfly, if your 
picture is chosen for the cover. 

10. Submit only your very best choices. 
11. Your pictures will be returned to you, if you wish. 
12. Submit your photos no later than July 1. 

 

WE NEED YOUR PHOTO!   
The following members need to have their photo taken for 
the Yearbook.  Please see Marsha Smith or Jennifer 
Washam before the meeting or during the break to have 
your picture taken.  They will be at the table next to the 
Membership table.  If there is a notation that I have a photo 
on file for you, that photo may be used, if you do not want a 
new photo taken.  If anyone else would like a new photo 
taken, please see Marsha or Jennifer before the meeting or 
during the break.  THANKS! 
 

Bradford, Marilyn (have file photo) 
Bullock, Mary 
Chavez, Joel 
Dunn, Melinda E. 
Durgin, Lesley (have file photo) 
Hunter, Phyllis C. 
Indermuehle, Judy 
Kraus, Bette 
Miller, Diana 
Paul, Virginia 
Phelps, Elizabeth (Beth) 
 
 

PROPER YEARBOOK DISPOSAL METHOD  

I cannot imagine throwing away my garden club yearbook.  I 
have every one from the day I joined and I find them a 
wonderful reference.  HOWEVER, if you do dispose of your 
yearbook, please remove and shred the Membership 
section. 
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AN UNEXPECTED STRAWBERRY 
PATCH 

By Carrie Sample 
 

It is not that I am lazy; I just don't think my back is up to the 
normal composting routines.  Lan Shen told me several 
years ago of how her mother would just bury her kitchen 
trimmings in her flowerbeds.  That sounded like something 
I could do, so I have done it ever since.  I often 
put vegetable and fruit peelings into a plastic container, 
keep them in the refrigerator, and then bury them when the 
container is full.  This process has seemed to keep my 
worms and plants happy.  Now it is even making my 
husband and me happy. 
  
A strawberry patch has come up, evidently, from the 
strawberry tops that I buried with my kitchen trimmings.  It 
has appeared right in my rose bed!  We have had 
strawberries for several weeks now and will have more 
berries to come.  The strawberries seem to like lying on top 
of the cottonseed mill that mulches my rose bed.  I don't 
know the name of the strawberries, just that I bought them 
from either HEB or Kroger.  They do taste mighty sweet and 
delicious! 
 

 
  
Perhaps, I should start throwing a few coins in with the 
trimmings...  
 

Editor’s note:  A county extension agent once told me that 
this method of burying kitchen scraps in flowerbeds has an 
additional benefit.  The newly buried waste attracts worms.  
Since the gardener usually does not bury the scraps in the 
same place in the flowerbed, the worms will tunnel from 
one buried patch to the next and thereby aerate the soil. 

 

GEMS FROM THE PAST 
By Marsha Smith 

 
In 1976-1977, the Yearbook became a little bigger in size – 
it is 9” x 6” now.  The budget is in the book - $367.00.  We 
had 52 members and most of the meetings were at the 
“Civic Center”; a couple of meetings were held in private 
homes.   
 

In 1977-1978, you still had to be “sponsored” to join.  The 
budget was $422.00 and we had 63 members.  The 
meetings were split between homes and the Community 
Center.  We had rejoined Houston Council.   
 

 

SCHOLARSHIP DONATION 
 

By Sugar Land Garden Club, in memory of JoAnne‟s 
father, Barney Paul 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUTTERFLY GARDEN WORKDAYS 
 

The next Butterfly Garden workday is Thursday, April 28.  
Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Butterfly Garden located at the 
Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge.  Just bring your 
weeding tools and clippers and join the group for some 
community service.  Except for November, workdays are 
the fourth Thursdays of every month, weather permitting.   

 
 

    April 28 
    May 26 
    June 23 
 

  July 28 
  August 25 

 

 

SLGC CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Bon-voyage card was sent to Jennifer Heffner to wish her 
good luck in Australia and to thank her for all her 
contributions to the club.    
    

Sympathy card was sent to JoAnne Mitton, whose father 
Barney Paul died. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

VERMICULTURE WORMS 
 

Eulalia Nichols has a large vermiculture and would gladly 
give some worms to anyone wanting to start a worm bin.  
She has donated to the science class at the elementary 
school near her and occasionally still need to reduce the 
culture. 
   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BOOK SUGGESTIONS? 
 

Any suggestions for gardening or nature books that 
the SLGC could buy for our annual donation to the Fort 
Bend County Libraries?  Please contact Lan Shen or 
Jennifer Washam of the Library Committee with your 
suggestions.  We will be purchasing the books before the 
end of May.  Thanks to all those who have made 
suggestions throughout the year!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/#sclient=psy&hl=en&source=hp&q=vermiculture&aq=f&aqi=g10&aql=&oq=&pbx=1&psj=1&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.&fp=69bc6e1149b2911c


 8 

  Don’s Bug Corner                                                
 

CLEANING LADY IN THE GARDEN 
By Don Johnson 

 

Many of our plants have awakened 
and are beginning to color our 
backyard.  Of course, we have also 
managed to acquire more to fill in 
the empty places.  Spring will bring 
the new plant growth and with it will 
come more insects.  However, the 
cleaning lady is here too.  Whenever 
the insects come, so too does the 
lady beetle or what most people call 
the ladybug.  
 

The lady beetle larvae will 
emerge from yellow oval eggs 
that were laid on your plants 
earlier.  The soft bodied larvae of 
the lady beetle look nothing like 
the adult and they love to eat 
other insects especially 
aphids.  The larvae of the lady 

beetle will change into the pupa stage and begin to look like an 
adult.  If you find something that looks 
like a lady beetle, but it does not move 
and may stay in place a few days, you 
have found the pupa stage of the lady 
beetle.  If you are lucky, you will see 
the adult lady beetle emerging from 
the pupa.  The process from egg to 
adult could take three to four 
weeks.  The four stages of growth 
mean that the lady beetle goes 
through complete metamorphosis.   
 

There are several species of lady beetles and they all have 
different markings.  Contrary to some beliefs, the number of 
dots on the back of the lady beetle does not indicate the age of 
the beetle, only the species. 
 

Lady beetles are known mostly for their appetites for 
aphids.  The larva and the adult consume many aphids.   
However, the adult will also eat pollen and nectar from the 
plants.  They are especially helpful when aphids attack the 
butterfly milkweed plants.  If you have the adult lady beetle in 
your yard, move it onto a milkweed plant to keep you and the 
beetle happy.  Observe what happens during the next few 
days.  The beetle will clean your plant.  If you put a chemical 
on the milkweed to kill the aphids, you will also kill the 
caterpillar that you want to turn into a beautiful monarch 
butterfly.  So, we let the cleaning lady do her job. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eating Aphids on Butterfly Weed 
Lady Beetle                             Lady Beetle Larvae 

Lady Beetle Larva 

 

 ECO CORNER 
By Lan Shen 

 

 
 

A free exhibit Coastal Prairie: Houston’s Heartland will 
be at the Museum of Fine Arts Houston Tuesday – 
Thursday, April 19 – 21.  The exhibit uses dried and live 
plants, videos, audios, and photos to highlight the 
fascinating history, biodiversity, ecosystem, and restoration 
of our coastal prairie in Harris and surrounding counties.  
The exhibit is free, since it is located in the lobby of the 
Caroline Weiss Law Building.  Many arrangements in the 
accompanying Florescence flower show (Tuesday and 
Wednesday only) will be interpretations of masterpieces 
from the Museum's permanent collection.  Fee for 
Florescence is general admission to the museum. 
 

Cleaning Lady on Evening Primrose.  Recently, I saw a 
demonstration of nature taking care of the pests in a garden 
with native plants and without pesticides.  My mother does 
not spray her antique roses, under which I had planted 
some native pink evening primroses (Oenothera speciosa).  
The primroses had multiplied enough that I needed to pull 
out some to allow air circulation for the roses.  As I was 
pulling, I noticed many, many lady beetles.  Upon closer 
inspection, I saw that aphids covered many evening 
primroses, but that did not seem to bother the primroses.  
Furthermore, none of the quite healthy roses had aphids on 
them.  This scenario provides anecdotal evidence for Doug 
Tallamy‟s hypothesis in the book Bringing Nature Home:  
native insects (the aphids) are more attracted to native 
plants, than to exotic plants (roses).  The aphids then 
attracted the lady beetles, which would eat aphids and other 
garden pests. 
 

Red Buckeye.  Roberta Rambin has a red buckeye in her 
garden and has propagated many red buckeye seedlings, 
which need new homes.  She brought many to the Board 
Meeting and plans to bring more to the Plant Swap.  The 
red buckeye (Aesculus pavia) is a beautiful deciduous 
native understory shrub or small tree that grows in part 
shade.  In spring, it blooms with showy tubular red flowers 
that the hummingbirds love.  It is very well adapted to our 
long dry summers with its deep taproot and its habit of 
loosing all of its leaves in August.  Not to worry, the plant 
will leaf out again in spring.  Once established, avoid over-
watering.  Anyone who has not seen the Red Buckeye Trail 
at the Brazos Bend State Park when they bloom in early 
spring has missed a gorgeous sight of the masses of red 
beneath the taller tree canopy. 

http://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=AEPA
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SLGC - General Meeting  

Tuesday, April 19, program  at 10:00 a.m. 
Explore Your Garden with Your Camera by Kathy Adams 

Clark, professional nature photographer and frequent 
contributor to the Houston Chronicle 

Sugar Land Community Center, 226 Matlage Way 77478 

 

Coastal Prairies: Houston’s Heartland, an exhibit 
showcasing the diversity and history of the prairies.  A non-
judge and free part of the Florescence Flower Show 

Tuesday – Wednesday, April 19-20, 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday, April 21, 10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Free - in the lobby of the Caroline Weiss Building 
Museum of Fine Arts Houston, 1001 Bissonnet 77006 
 

River Oaks Garden Club & the Garden Club of Houston  
Florescence Flower Show 
Tuesday – Wednesday, April 19-20, 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.  
Museum of Fine Arts Houston, 1001 Bissonnet   
Click here for their official press release.   
Fee: general admission to the museum, $7 for non-members 
 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners 
Thursday, April 21, 7:00 p.m., program  
Waste to WOW.  Loela Barry, artist and designer, will show 

how to use items normally discarded as useless, combined 
with plants from your garden, to create floral arrangements 
that would WOW your guests.  http://www.joloe-art.com  

Bud O'Shieles Community Center 
1330 Band Road, Rosenberg 77471 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston 
Thursday, April 21, 7:15 p.m. 
Invasive Plants by Lisa Gonzalez, Houston Advanced 

Research Center  
Free and open to the public.   
4501 Woodway, in Memorial Park, Houston 77024 
 

SLGC Fieldtrip to Paynes in the Grass Daylily Farm in 
Pearland 

Tuesday, April 26  
For carpool, meet at 8:30 a.m. & leave at 8:45 a.m. from 
Sugar Land Community Center, 226 Matlage Way 77478 
For more information: Mary Bates - 281-565-0201 
 

SLGC Butterfly Garden Workday 
Thursday, April 28, 8:00 a.m. 
Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge 77478 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston - Fieldtrip 
Sunday, May 1, 8:15 a.m. – ~ 1:00 p.m. 
Field Trip to Telge Park and Little Cypress Creek Preserve in 

NW Houston 
For carpool, meet at 8:15 a.m. & leave at 8:30 a.m. from the 

Houston Arboretum satellite parking area in Memorial Park.  
For more information, contact dknowlespe@aol.com or call 

Lan Shen   

 
 

Nature Discovery Center, Bellaire  
Wednesday, May 4, 7:00 p.m. 
Adult Lecture Series:  Restoring the Nature of Russ Pitman 

Park  A guided walk through Russ Pitman Park with Mary 
Ann Beauchemin 

7112 Newcastle, Bellaire 77401 
 
SLGC – Registration deadline for Spring Installation of 

Officers Tea (Tuesday, May 17, 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.) 
Thursday, May 5 
Contact Jean Waleke at 281-565-5873 or jeanredi@aol.com 
 
SLGC – 12

th
 Annual Spring Garden Tour 

Sugar Land, Then and Now 
Saturday, May 7, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
See pages 4-5 for more information. 
 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners - Green Thumb Seminar  
Thursday, May 12, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Herbs 
Parkway United Methodist Church 
5801 New Territory Blvd., Sugar Land, 77479 
 
Houston Federation of Garden Clubs 
Friday, May 13, 10:00 a.m. 
Tablescapes for a Luncheon  
Houston Garden Center, 1500 Hermann Dr. in Hermann Park 
 

SLGC – Spring Installation of Officers Tea  

Tuesday, May 17, 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Sweetwater Country Club 
4400 Palm Royale Blvd., Sugar Land 77479 
 
SLGC with the Fort Bend Master Gardeners and the Texas 
Rose Rustlers 
May 19, 2011, 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. - Program  

7:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Reception & Book Signing 
Andrea Wulf on The Founding Gardeners, The Revolutionary 

Generation, Nature and the Shaping of the American 
Nation 

Sugar Land Community Center, 226 Matlage Way 
Free and open to the public 
 
 
 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 

 

 

 

 

Code: 

 All color items underlined contain links for more 
information. 

 Green = Sugar Land Garden Club events  

 Dark blue = Non-SLGC events with links for more 
information 

 Black = Non-SLGC events 

http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.gchouston.org/Florescence.aspx
http://www.gchouston.org/Florescence.aspx
http://www.houstonfederationgardenclubs.org/FlorescencePressRelease2011FINAL%5b1%5d.doc
http://www.fbmg.com/
http://www.joloe-art.com/
http://www.npsot.org/Houston
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.paynesinthegrassdaylilyfarm.com/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.npsot.org/Houston
http://www.npsot.org/Houston/Houston%20Chapter%20of%20NPSOT%20Spring%20Field%20Trips.pdf
mailto:dknowlespe@aol.com
http://www.naturediscoverycenter.org/mc/page.do?sitePageId=119296
http://www.naturediscoverycenter.org/mc/community/eventdetails.do?eventId=306719&orgId=ndc&recurringId=0
http://www.naturediscoverycenter.org/mc/community/eventdetails.do?eventId=306719&orgId=ndc&recurringId=0
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
mailto:jeanredi@aol.com
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.fbmg.com/
http://www.fbmg.com/CommunityEducation/GreenThumb/GreenThumb.htm?scDate=2010%2C+10%2C+14
http://www.houstonfederationgardenclubs.org/products.htm
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.fbmg.com/
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