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SPECIAL JOINT EVENT PRESENTED 
BY: SLGC, FBMG, TRR 

 

MAY 19, 2011 
 

ANDREA WULF 
Andrea will be speaking about her new book  

―The Founding Gardeners‖ 
 

The Sugar Land Garden Club is proud 
to join forces with the Fort Bend Master 
Gardeners and the Texas Rose Rustlers 
in order to bring an internationally 
known garden author to speak to us 
here in Sugar Land.  Andrea‘s 
beautifully illustrated talk looks at the 
lives of America‘s founding fathers and 
how their love of plants, gardens, nature  

 

and agriculture shaped our nation.  George Washington, 
John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison 
regarded themselves first as farmers and plantsmen.  For 
them gardening, agriculture and botany were elemental 
passions, as deeply ingrained in their characters as their 
belief in liberty for the nation they were creating.  In a 
unique retelling of the creation of America, award-winning 
historian Andrea Wulf will show how plants, politics, and 
personalities intertwined as never before.  This exciting 
event is free of charge.  
 

 Thursday, May 19, 2011 
 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Program 
 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Reception and Book Signing 
 Sugar Land Community Center, 226 Matlage Way, 

Sugar Land, TX 77478 
 

Two of Andrea‘s books, The Founding Gardeners and The 
Brother Gardeners, will be available for purchase.  
Quantities are limited. 
 

Andrea Wulf was born in India and moved to Germany as 
a child.  Trained as a design historian at Royal College of 
Art, she is the author of The Brother Gardeners (long-
listed for the Samuel Johnson Prize 2008 and winner of 
the American Horticultural Society 2010 Book Award) and 
the co-author of This Other Eden: Seven Great Gardens 
and 300 Years of English History.  Andrea Wulf has written 
for The Sunday Times, the Wall Street Journal, The 
Financial Times, The Garden; she also regularly reviews 
for several newspapers, including the Times Literary 
Supplement, the Guardian and the New York Times.  She 
lives in London. 
 

For more information, call: Terri Hurley 281-491-9609. 

 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Welcome to spring!  The garden beckons…there is so much 
to do!  The same is also true for the Sugar Land Garden 
Club.  We have many great activities in store for you this 
month.           
 

Our March general meeting will feature four of our own 
homegrown experts!  The panel of our green-thumbed, expert 
members includes Tricia Bradbury on plant hardiness, Paula 
Goodwin on vegetables, Becky Leugemors (former member) 
on roses and Lan Shen on composting and natives.  We will 
also accept donations for the Feinstein Challenge.  
Remember that the garden club will match all member 
donations up to $750.       
 

Arbor Gate here we come!  On March 29, we will venture 
forth to Tomball, where we will visit one of the loveliest 
nurseries around.  The Arbor Gate offers a bounteous stock 
of herbs and plants and many exciting classes too.  In fact, on 
the day of our trip, Dr. David Creech will offer a free class on 
‗Gardens That Work, Gardens That Don‘t‘.  This is a trip not 
to be missed.  Lunch will be at the cute Whistle Stop Tea 
Room (famous for their Chicken Tortilla Soup and Bread 
Pudding with Rum Sauce).  Please note that staying for lunch 
is always optional.    
 

―Mexican Hat Centerpieces‖ will be our final workshop of the 
year.  This ‗muy bonita‘ home decoration item can be used at 
your Cinco de Mayo celebration or at just a weekend BBQ  
with the family.  Be sure to register at the March meeting for 
this event.     
 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Brookwood 
Community garden therapy workday on March 3.  And also a 
big thank you goes to everyone who works on the Butterfly 
Garden at the Sugar Land Branch Library.  The next Butterfly 
Garden workday is Thursday, March 24, at 8 a.m. at the 
Sugar Land Branch Library.  An exciting redesign is in the 
works for this garden and we need your help.          
 

Now let‘s get serious.  Garden club members, your club is in 
need of some new committee chairs next year.  If YOU want 
to continue to have these events, then we need YOU to 
volunteer.  We are looking for Chairs for:  field trips, historian, 
Garden Art & Plant Sale, Garden Tour, hospitality, and 
workshops.  Being on the board is more pleasure than 
work…and not only that, you will instantly be popular!  For 
additional information, please check inside the Greenleaf. 
 

Happy gardening, 
                                  Terri  
 

http://www.arborgate.com/
http://www.arborgate.com/classes.php
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Dues for SLGC are payable each spring, $30 for the 
following year.  New members joining June 1 - 
December 31 shall pay $30 for the current year. New 
members joining January 1 - March 31 shall pay $20 for 
the current year.  For new members joining in April, dues 
are $30 and apply to the following garden club year. 
Each member receives a monthly newsletter and copy of 
the club yearbook.   

 

The Sugar Land Garden Club of Sugar Land, Texas, 
publishes the Greenleaf Newsletter monthly except 
June, July, & December. 

Editors 
Lan Shen 

Jennifer Walsham 
 

DEADLINE IS THE SECOND TUESDAY OF 
PUBLICATION MONTH 

 

Contact for articles and contributions: 
Shen.gcmn@gmail.com or 713-771-1415 

 

 

2010-2011 Club Officers 
 

President Terri Hurley  

1
st
 vice president Carrie Sample  

Programs    

2
nd

 vice president  Gay Chavez 
Membership Kathy Hradecky   
 Joyce Jackson 

Recording Secretary Delores Reeves  

Treasurer Deborah Birge 

Parliamentarian Mary Ellen Twiss   

 

 

PHOTO SUBMISSION FOR 
2011-2012 YEARBOOK COVER  

By Marsha Smith 
 

It is time to think about submitting a photograph to grace 
the cover of our 2011-2012 Yearbook!  It can be a flower, 
butterfly, dragonfly, hummingbird or bird picture.  If you 
want to submit a photo, here are the requirements for 
photo entries for SLGC Yearbook cover:  

1. Vertical orientation only (see yearbook cover). 
2. Good composition. 
3. Sharp focus on the details of the flower or other 

subject, such as butterflies or birds. 
4. Background that doesn‘t draw the eye away from 

the subject but enhances it. 
5. Good contrast between background and subject. 
6. Submit CD with picture on it, and submit a 4 x 6 

print. 
7. If you email the picture, please also submit a 4 x 6 

print. 
8. Put your name, address, and phone number on a 

sticker and place on the back of the print and put 
the same information on the CD. 

9. Be prepared to provide the yearbook chair with a 
common and botanical name for the plant if it‘s a 
flower; or the name, if it‘s a bird or butterfly, if your 
picture is chosen for the cover. 

10. Submit only your very best choices. 
11. Your pictures will be returned to you, if you wish. 

12. Submit your photos no later than July 1
st
. 

 

WE NEED YOUR PHOTO! 

 
The following members need to have their photo taken for 
the Yearbook.  Please see Marsha Smith or Jennifer 
Washam before the meeting or during the break to have 
your picture taken.  They will be at the table next to the 
Membership table.  For those of you noted as 'have file 
photo', this can be used, if you do not want a new photo 
taken.  If anyone else would like a new photo taken, 
please see Marsha or Jennifer before the meeting or 
during the break.  THANKS! 
 

Acosta, Rose Ann 
Bradford, Marilyn (have file photo) 
Bullock, Mary 
Chavez, Joel 
Clarke, Gail 
DeLuca, Christina (have file photo) 
Dunn, Melinda E. 
Durgin, Lesley (have file photo) 
Hunter, Phyllis C. 
Indermuehle, Judy 
Kraus, Bette 
McQueen, Lynette 
Miller, Diana 
Paul, Virginia 
Phelps, Elizabeth (Beth) 
Russell, Elizabeth (have file photo) 

 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
 

March is membership renewal month.  Pick up a copy of 
the Renewal Application at the Membership table when 
you sign in or print page 8.  You may pay your renewal 
fee of $30.00 at the meeting, or you may send it to either 
Kathy Hradecky or Joyce Jackson.  Be sure to include 
the Renewal Application form with your check.    

Membership Committee 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Shen.gcmn@gmail.com
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HORTICULTURE 
By Paula Goodwin 

 
On our fieldtrip to Bay City in February, Yvonne Louviere, 
told me the story of a plant that came from Louisiana and 
had been in her family since 1947.  She had only recently 
learned its real name - Billbergia nutans - and was 
pleased to see it mentioned in my January column.  I had 
received it as a ―pass-a-long‖.  This hardy, prolific plant 
with gorgeous blooms can be handed down from 
generation to generation.  I am certain every one of you 
garden club members have great stories about ―pass-a-
long‖ plants in your family.  Please let me hear about 
plants that have been in your history so we can share 
them in this column. 
 

Take advantage of the weather and work in your garden 
NOW—before heat and mosquitoes drive you back into 
your air-conditioned house.  I am doing what all of you 
are doing—cutting dead foliage, trimming roses, and 
looking to see what survived our freezing temperatures 
and what did not.  Seeing little leaves shooting up from 
the ground or out onto branches gives me much joy.  
Why is it that digging in soil and getting dirty hands make 
us gardeners happy?  Is it in our DNA?  
 

Bed preparation only takes a little work now, so there will 
not be as much work later in the heat of summer.  Make 
sure your soil is not bone-dry before you sprinkle fertilizer 
on it.  I use MicroLife—a great organic plant feeder.  
Water in well after applying.  Then get a big stack of 
newspapers or cardboard and cover the entire bed, 
surrounding your plants.  It does not really matter how 
many sheets.  I grab about a daily‘s worth per pile and 
overlap the edges.  You do not even have to weed before 
you do this.  Water the paper well.  Then use mulch or 
even better, homemade compost, to cover the paper.  
Pile it high as you want—just keep it away from your 
plants‘ stems. 
 

If you do not take the newspaper, maybe a neighbor who 
does would be willing to give them to you.  Alternatively, 
go to the Fort Bend recycling center and ask for some 
that others have recycled.  Don‘t have enough material to 
put in a compost bin?  A local landscape contractor or 
your neighbors might be willing to give you bags of leaf 
and grass clippings weekly.  My husband loves to shred 
paper and when the shedder is full, all of that goes into 
my compost bins as well.  When I was touting the beauty 
of my compost to my husband yesterday, I saw that his 
eyes were slowly glazing over.   
 

Newspaper will keep your earthworms happy and cool; 
they love to eat it.  In return, they will aerate your soil and 
leave behind their nutritious castings.  Your plant roots 
will stay cooler this summer.  The newspaper and 
compost will break down as organic fertilizer and will 
prevent soil from being washed away in heavy rains.  
They also will help hold in moisture.  Weeds will have a 
tough time growing up through all the layers of 
newspapers.  Best of all it is recycling at its most basic.  
 

Continued on column 2.  
 

 

 

Continued from column 1: 
 

Keep a coffee can or a zip-lock bag in your freezer for 
anything you can use for compost.  That way, you can just 
visit the compost bin occasionally.  Coffee grounds are 
especially good—don‘t throw them away!  
 
To the people who asked what kind of shoes I was 
wearing when we all trudged through the mud and 
puddles at Nature‘s Way, the brand is Muck Boots, the 
Daily Gardener style (www.muckboots.com).  I bought 
mine in a nursery in California and absolutely love them.  
They are one of my best gardening tools.  They have 
fantastic cushioning which is a requirement for gardeners 
with back problems.  In addition, they are not cheap clogs 
that slip off your feet or have low backs that let in water 
and mud.  
 
Love the story that was in the newspaper a while ago.  A 
citified woman, newly re-located to the Texas Hill country 
from Austin, complained to a UT biology professor, ―What 
good are lizards anyway?‖, and the professor replied, 
―Well, what good are you?‖ 
 
 

CALADIUMS 
 

 
 

The caladium bulbs ordered from Quail Valley Garden 
Club will be delivered at our meeting.  Be sure to get your 
bulbs, if you ordered them.  March 31 is the accepted date 
for planting caladium bulbs. 

 
Photo from Lori L. Stalteri's photostream 

 

2011 FREEZE SURVIVORS 
 
From Diane Schomburg: ―Our whole formal parterre was 
planted with white kale.  It seemed to be more beautiful 
after the freeze.  It is huge.  Now to dream of our spring 
gardens.‖           

 
 

Photo by Diane Schomburg 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

Phyllis C. Hunter 
Lynette McQueen 

 

.                 
 

http://www.muckboots.com/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/llstalteri/with/4952838196/
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BOARD OPENINGS FOR 2011-2012 
By Terri Hurley 

 

Gardeners, now is the time for all good 
members to come to the aid of their club.  
WE NEED YOU! 
 

We must soon fill many openings for next 
year‘s board.  Be part of something 
positive and fun.  You and your friends 
can join one of our standing committees 
 

and help to make the club succeed.  In fact, if YOU want to 
have workshops or field trips or the tour, then YOU need to 
volunteer.  Unfortunately, if we do not get these spots 
filled, these activities cannot take place.    
 

Field Trips:  3-4 people needed to share duties involved 
in coordinating field trips. 
 

GAPS (Garden Art & Plant Sale):  We need several people 
to staff the sub-committees:  Volunteer Committee, Site 
coordination, Horticulture, Vendor, Marketing, Finance, 
Publicity, Plant Administration.  More hands make light 
work. 
 

Garden Tour:  2 -3 persons needed to coordinate the tour.  
 

Historian: 1 person is needed to maintain the inventory of 
club records and to coordinate the personality of the month.   
 

Hospitality:   2 are needed to coordinate with the monthly 
host chairs regarding the refreshments for our monthly 
meetings.   
 

Workshops:  1 person needed to coordinate our 
workshops.     
 

More detailed descriptions of these jobs can be found in 
your yearbook on pages 80 - 83.  Contact me if you have 
any questions!  
 

Terri Hurley 281-491-9609 or thurley001@comcast.net 

FEINSTEIN CHALLENGE 
By Debe Fannin 

 

The Feinstein Challenge is here! 
 

Every year, philanthropist Alan Feinstein donates to hunger 
fighting organizations during the months of March and 
April.  The East Fort Bend Human Needs Ministry will 
receive a donation based on how much money it can raise 
during these two months.  The Sugar Land Garden Club 
will match its members‘ donations, dollar for dollar up to 
$750. 
 

You may donate by cash or check at the monthly 
meeting in March or April or you can mail a check to 
Deborah Birge (check yearbook for address) no later 
than April 19.  If you donate by check, write EFBHNM 
or Feinstein Challenge on memo line. 
 

For more information, contact Debe Fannin at 
debe23@aol.com. 
 

 

 
Field Trip 

 

 
 

This month‘s field trip on Tuesday, March 25, will be to 
The Arbor Gate, a nursery in Tomball that showcases 
lovely healthy herbs, perennials, roses, and native plants.  
In addition, it has a large gift shop.  Sign up for the trip at 
the March meeting or contact Gay Chavez, at 
gaychavez@earthlink.net or 281-242-0092.  Read more 
about the trip in the President‘s Message on page 1. 

 

WORKSHOP  
 

The next workshop will be on Tuesday, 
April 5, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., at the 
Sugar Land Community Center – Red 
Room.  “Mexican Hat Centerpiece” will be 
presented by Dolores Ottenhouse and  
Carolyn Salmans.  Using a selection of  
fresh flowers from your garden and a  
 

sombrero as the container, you will learn to make the 
perfect party centerpiece, great for a pool party or any 
summer gathering.        Photo from garryknight's photostream 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SPRING LUNCHEON / TEA 
By Jean Waleke 

 

It is time to welcome spring with our Spring Afternoon 
Tea on May 17, our last major event of the year.  The tea 
will give us an opportunity to look back at the past year, 
thank the current officers for their time and talents, and 
install the new officers for the 2011 - 2012 year.  
 

We invite you to join us for The Spring Tea at the 
Sweetwater Country Club from 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
Cost is $21.00 for members or guests.  We will enjoy tea 
sandwiches, cheese and crackers, mini-desserts, and of 
course tea.  Register at the March and April meetings, or 
by contacting Jean Waleke at 281-565-5873 or 
jeanredi@aol.com.  Hope to see you all there! 

 

SLGC CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Sympathy card was sent to Jerry Berghauser and family.  
SLGC member Nancy Berghauser passed away recently. 
    

Thinking of you card was sent to Helen January, whose 
husband Larry had knee surgery. 

 
 

 

 

 

SCHOLARSHIP DONATION 
 

By Sugar Land Garden Club, in memory of Nancy 
Berghauser.   

mailto:thurley001@comcast.net
http://www.feinsteinfoundation.org/
mailto:debe23@aol.com
http://www.arborgate.com/
mailto:gaychavez@earthlink.net
http://www.flickr.com/photos/garryknight/with/4641132917/
mailto:jeanredi@aol.com
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GARDEN CLUB PERSONALITY 
By Debbie Jacobson 

 

 
 

I am a novice gardener with hopes of turning my brown 
thumb green.  Many Sugar Land Garden Club members at 
my church, the Christ United Methodist Church (CUMC), 
where I am very active, encouraged me to join the club.  I 
joined in 2009 and serve this year as the Community 
Center Liaison to take care of reservations with the park 
department.  
  
Outside of Garden Club, I teach part time for Fort Bend ISD 
as an intervention specialist, work part time as a sales 
consultant for Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Educational 
Publisher, and compete with three tennis teams.  I am the 
leader of greeter ministry at CUMC as well as an active 
member of CUMC mission council, Junior Service League, 
Fort Bend Aggie Moms Club where I am Vice-President of 
Scholarship, Panhellenic, Parks Youth Ranch Advisory 
Board, Houston Alpha Delta Pi, and Merry Ministries Bible 
Study. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

ECO CORNER 
By Lan Shen 

 

Coastal Prairies: Houston’s Heartland is a non-

judged exhibit at one of the largest competitive national 
flower shows Florescence sponsored by the Garden Club 
of Houston and River Oaks Garden Club.  The show will be 
at the Museum of Fine Arts Houston on April 19-20.  The 
Coastal Prairie exhibit, prepared in collaboration with the 
Katy Prairie Conservancy and Coastal Prairie Partnership, 
uses videos, pictures, and artifacts to highlight conservation 
efforts in Southeast Texas and showcase the diversity and 
history of the prairies.  Following Florescence, this exhibit 
and a curriculum will tour local nature centers and public 
schools.  Many of the judged floral arrangements at the 
show will be interpretations of masterpieces from the 
Museum's permanent collection.  The fee is general 
museum admission, which is $7 for non-members and free 
for museum members. 
 

A Fundraiser for the Watson Rare Native Plant 

Preserve is an on-going effort this year sponsored by the 
Native Plant Society of Texas – Houston and the Texas 
Master Naturalists, Gulf Coast Chapter.  Geraldine Watson, 
one of the activists who worked to create Big Thicket 
National Preserve, created this non-profit Preserve about 
45 miles north of Beaumont.  The Preserve has many rare 
and endangered species of native plants, including seven 
species of orchids, four of the five genera of carnivorous 
plants, and ten species of ferns.  Except for a few 
introduced plants indigenous to the original habitat, no 
cultivated species have been added to the preserve.  Click 
the link for more information about the preserve and about 
Geraldine Watson, now in her eighties.  Be sure to view the 
youtube video of Watson and her preserve.  For more 
information, contact Lan Shen at shen.gcmn@gmail.com.  
 

    
          Sharp Blazing Star                 Winecup      
             Liatris acidota             Callirhoe involucrata            
 

For a donation of $10, donors will receive a thank you gift 
of either a native winecup or a Liatris acidota (sharp blazing 
star, a pink purple summer blooming perennial), both of 
which were rescued, though not from the area around the 
preserve, and donated by Jane Reierson. 
 

The sharp blazing star Liatris acidota is about 2-3 feet tall 
and will grow in gumbo, though it probably prefers better 
draining sandy soil.  Growing from a corm, it is dormant in 
winter, needs full sun, blooms between July and 
September, and tolerates periodic pruning. 
 

The winecup Callirhoe involucrata is an 8-12 inches tall 
perennial, spreading to 3 feet.  Growing from a tuber, this 
plant survives in gumbo, needs full or part sun, and has 
bloom time between March and June.  Photo by  

Mrs. W.D. Bransford from www.wildflower.org. 

 

MARCH MEETING 
 

From Terry Hurley:  On Tuesday, March 15, ―our general 
meeting will feature four of our own homegrown experts!  
This is your chance to pick the brains of several of our 
green-thumbed members.  The panel of experts includes 
Tricia Bradbury on plant hardiness and heat zones, 
Paula Goodwin on vegetable gardening, Becky 
Leugemors (former member) on caring for our roses and 
Lan Shen on composting and natives plants.‖   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SPEAKER SUGGESTIONS 
 

Any Suggestions for Next Year's Speakers?  The 
SLGC is known for the expertise and variety of speakers 
at our general meetings.  If you have suggestions for 
speakers for next year's meetings, please contact Kathy 
Hradecky at kathy-fh@comcast.net or 281-265-5522.  
We appreciate your input! 

 

PHOTOS  
 

Apologies!  Due to a thousand and one unexpected 
things at home, the extra photos for last month‘s 
Greenleaf was never posted.  They are now online.  Click 
this link to see more SLGC photos. 

http://www.gchouston.org/Florescence.aspx
http://www.watsonpreserve.org/
http://www.watsonpreserve.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/pub?id=1uChwBx5BKTdjYACwd_gDs4T8YUEv_6i1NuPB3r1WSDU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEjYBfVibzE
mailto:shen.gcmn@gmail.com
http://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=LIAC
http://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=CAIN2
http://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=LIAC
http://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=CAIN2
http://www.wildflower.org/gallery/search_image.php?newsearch=true&id_photographer=15
http://www.wildflower.org/
mailto:kathy-fh@comcast.net
http://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/CurrentMonthSGreenleafPhotos
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   Don’s Bug Corner                         
Sugar Land Garden Club member Don Johnson, 

contributor to the Greenleaf writing on garden insects, 
is a member of the Fort Bend County Master 
Gardeners' Entomology Group and the Texas Master 

Naturalists,  Coastal Prairie Chapter.  He also speaks on 
insects.  

 

MONARCH MIGRATION  
By Don Johnson  

 
 One of nature‘s mysterious events is about to happen in our 
area.  Monarchs will be flying through parts of Texas heading 
north.  The monarchs‘ winter home is only on a few fir- 
covered mountaintops in Mexico.  The migration begins in 
March, when millions of the insects begin their journey.  
http://www.learner.org/jnorth/maps/monarch_spring2011.html 
http://www.learner.org/jnorth/monarch/ 
 

The number of monarchs that flew south for the winter was 
greater this year than last year when there was a large 
decline from the previous year.  This year‘s colonies more 
than doubled that of last year according to Omar Vidal of the 
World Wildlife Fund Mexico.  These colonies of monarchs 
collect on about 10 acres, which is far below the record 45 
acres in 1996-97.  Seriously hampering the butterfly 
population are weather and loss of habitat in both Mexico and 
the United States.  The Mexican government is trying to 
control deforestation by raiding illegal sawmills and 
encouraging local citizens to start tree nurseries.  Illegal tree 
cutting is down over 90% from two years ago.  Locals are 
concerned about the additional loss of tourists and the 
increased activity of drug violence. 
 

In 1937, a researcher named Urquhart started to put wing 
stickers on the monarchs to see if they could be tracked.  One 
of those butterflies was tracked 1870 miles, a journey which 
began in Canada and ended in Mexico four months 
later.  Today there are thousands of volunteers tagging the 
monarchs for Monarch Watch.  http://www.monarchwatch.org/ 
 

According to a January 2011 Science Daily article, scientists 
are studying the internal compass of the monarch‘s 
brain.  They theorize that the monarch is able to use the sun 
to help maintain a southerly flight to get to Mexico. 
The most amazing thing about the migration is that not one 
monarch completes the whole trip.  It takes three or four 
generations for the process to happen.  Furthermore, the 
monarch that arrives in Mexico has never been there before, 
but for some amazing reason can find its way there.  Lincoln 
Brower, a zoology professor at Sweet Briar College, believes 
that possibly the monarch marks its territory with pheromones, 
which help guide the next generation of monarchs to the 
proper areas. 
 

Gardeners can help increase the monarch population by 
planting the milkweed on which the monarch lays her 
eggs.  Ideally, the monarch would like a large field of 
milkweed but will settle for the plants found in our yards.  You 
will attract butterflies, but you must be willing to see your 
plants eaten by the caterpillars.  You will have the satisfaction 
of participating in one of nature‘s mysterious events. 

 
 

 
  

 

BUTTERFLY GARDEN WORKDAYS 
 
From Terry Hurley, ―How often do we get to use our 
gardening skills for the betterment of our community?  Not 
very often; so I hope that you all will take advantage of this 
satisfying opportunity [to work in the Butterfly Garden].‖   
 

The next Butterfly Garden workday is March 24 (fourth 
Thursday).  We will meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Butterfly 
Garden located at the Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 
Eldridge.  Just bring your weeding tools and clippers.   
 

 

Photo by Don Johnson.   
Viceroy on White Mistflower.  The viceroy is one of the 
mimics of the monarch.  It has a dark curved line near the 
back of both wings that the Monarch does not have.  
Compare this photo with those of the Monarchs on this 
page. 

 

Photos by  
Don Johnson 

 
 

Monarch 
Caterpillar 

Male Monarch 
 

Identified by the two 
black spots on the 
wings near the body. 

Female Monarch on 
Mexican Milkweed 

 

She lacks the two black 
spots on her wings. 

http://www.learner.org/jnorth/maps/monarch_spring2011.html
http://www.learner.org/jnorth/monarch/
http://www.monarchwatch.org/
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/01/110126121450.htm


 7 

 

 
 

SLGC - General Meeting  
Tuesday, March 15, 10:00 a.m., program 
 A Treasure Trove of Garden Tips From Our Own Experts 

by Tricia Bradbury, Paula Goodwin, Becky Leugemors, 
Lan Shen 

Sugar Land Community Center, 226 Matlage Way 77478 
 

Houston Arboretum & Nature Center  
March 12-20, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Spring Native Plant Sale - plant list  
4501 Woodway in Memorial Park, Houston 77024 
 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners 
Thursday, March 17, 7:00 p.m., program  
Organic Gardening by Bob Randall. 
Bud O'Shieles Community Center 
1330 Band Road, Rosenberg 77471 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston 
Thursday, March 17, 7:15 p.m. 
Grasses and Sedges and their Wetland Associations by 
Carolyn Fannon 
Houston Arboretum & Nature Center 
4501 Woodway in Memorial Park 77024 
 

SLGC Butterfly Garden Workday 
Thursday, March 24, 8:00 a.m. 
Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge 77478 
 

Mercer Arboretum   
Friday - Saturday, March 25 – 26,  
March Mart Plant Sale 
22306 Aldine Westfield Rd., Humble 77338 

 

Bromeliad Society Houston  
Saturday, March 26, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Show & plant sale 
Gethsemane United Methodist Church 
6856 Bellaire Blvd, Houston 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston - Fieldtrip 
Sunday, March 27, 8:15 a.m. 
Fieldtrip to George Bush Park in W. Houston 
Free & open to the public. Learn natives from experts. 
Carpool from Houston Arboretum & Nature Center‘s 
satellite parking lot in Memorial Park 77024 
For more information, contact Lan Shen 713-771-1415 
 

SLGC Fieldtrip  
Tuesday, March 29 
Arbor Gate Nursery in Tomball  
For carpool, meet at Sugar Land Community Center, 226 
Matlage Way 77478 
For more information, contact Gay Chavez at 
gaychavez@earthlink.net or 281-242-0092 
 

2011 KSLB Don't Mess With Texas Trash-Off 
Saturday, April 2, 10:00 a.m. 
Whole Foods Market, Sugar Land (Start Location) 
Registration required; click link for registration information.

SLGC Workshop 
Tuesday, April 5, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Mexican Hat Centerpiece by Dolores Ottenhouse & 
Carolyn Salmans 
Sugarland Community Center, Red Room, 226 Matlage 

Way 77478 
 

Nature Discovery Center, Bellaire  
Wednesday, April 6, 7:00 p.m. 
Adult Lecture Series: The Art of Defining Green by June 
Woest  
7112 Newcastle, Bellaire 77401 
 

Houston Federation of Garden Clubs 
Friday, April 8, 10:00 a.m. 
Garden Art Informed by Architectural Elements by Darrin 

Dulling 
Houston Garden Center, 1500 Hermann Dr. 77004 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston - Fieldtrip 
Sunday, April 10, 8:15 a.m. 
Fieldtrip to Wallisville Lake Project 
Free & open to the public.  Learn natives from experts. 
Carpool from Houston Arboretum & Nature Center‘s 
satellite parking lot in Memorial Park 77024 
For more information, contact Lan Shen 713-771-1415 
 

Green Thumb Seminar  
Thursday, April 14, 7:00 p.m. 
Parkway United Methodist Church, 5801 New Territory 

Blvd.  Sugar Land, 77479 
 

Houston Orchid Society  
Saturday - Sunday, April 16-17, starts 9:00 a.m. 
2011 Show & Sale, free admission. 
Houston Museum of Natural Science Lobby, 5555 

Hermann Park Dr. 77030 
 

Florescence Flower Show 
Tuesday – Wednesday, April 19-20, 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 

p.m.  
Coastal Prairies: Houston’s Heartland exhibit will 

showcase the diversity and history of the prairies. 
Museum of Fine Arts Houston, 1001 Bissonnet, sponsored by 

the River Oaks Garden Club & the Garden Club of 
Houston.  Click here for their official press release.  Fee: 
general admission to the museum, $7 for non-members 

 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 

 

 

 

 

Code: 

 All color items underlined contain links for more 
information. 

 Green = Sugar Land Garden Club events  

 Dark blue = Non-SLGC events with links for more 
information 

 Black = Non-SLGC events 

 The links listed under others are perhaps more 
nature related rather than garden related or 
farther away. 

http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.houstonarboretum.org/
http://www.houstonarboretum.org/nativeplantsale_spring.asp
http://www.fbmg.com/
http://www.npsot.org/Houston
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.hcp4.net/mercer/index.htm
http://www.hcp4.net/mercer/marchmart/index.htm
http://bromeliadsocietyhouston.org/
http://www.coastalprairie.org/
http://www.coastalprairie.org/
http://bromeliadsocietyhouston.org/calendar/
http://www.npsot.org/Houston
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
mailto:gaychavez@earthlink.net
http://www.kslb.org/2011-Trash-Off
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.naturediscoverycenter.org/mc/page.do?sitePageId=119296
http://data.memberclicks.com/site/ndc/2011_April_Adult_Lecture.pdf
http://www.houstonfederationgardenclubs.org/products.htm
http://www.npsot.org/Houston
http://www.fbmg.com/CommunityEducation/GreenThumb/GreenThumb.htm?scDate=2010%2C+10%2C+14
http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/
http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/show/show.html
http://www.gchouston.org/Florescence.aspx
http://www.houstonfederationgardenclubs.org/FlorescencePressRelease2011FINAL%5b1%5d.doc
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