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ARBOR DAY CELEBRATION 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Arbor Day Photo, submitted by Terri Hurley.  After the 
meeting on January 18, three City of Sugar Land Officials 
- Jim Brown, Director of Parks and Recreation, Erle 
Gooding, Superintendent of Parks Maintenance and  
Operations, Kimberly Terrell, Parks Development 
Manager - and Vicki Gist of Keep Sugar Land 
Beautiful were joined by 16 Sugar Land Garden Club 
members at Pawm Springs Dog Park to dedicate the 
cedar elm and Mexican white oak, SLGC's 2011 Arbor 
Day donation to the City of Sugar Land.  Click the link - 
more of this month's photos - to see rest of Arbor Day 
photos. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

True winter weather is here and finally we are getting some 
quality chill hours!  Hopefully our fruit trees will be inspired 
to produce a good crop this year.  I have heard from 
various “backyard orchardists” that last year’s fruit crop was 
especially abundant, probably due to the abnormally cold 
winter we had.     
 

As you know, my traveling bug is always itching and last 
month I took a trip to Galveston to see the tree sculptures 
that were carved by local artists from dead trees after 
Hurricane Ike. They are stunning pieces of art.  Most were 
carved from the stump of the trees right where they have 
stood for many decades, their roots still in the ground.   
 

Each homeowner chose his/her own subject matter and 
commissioned one of three “chain-saw artists” to carve the 
trees.  The homeowners had to pay up to thousands of 
dollars for the sculptures, but this was their way to save the 
beautiful old trees they have nurtured and loved for years.  
At least one was 90 years old.   
 

The tour to see these trees is free.  You can download a 
map from the internet, drive around in your car, find the 
addresses, view the trees from the street, and take photos.  
I highly recommend this addition to the sights of Galveston.  
Perhaps we should plan a field trip there one day?  
Afterwards we could go to Tom’s Thumb Nursery on 45th 
Street!       
 

Speaking of taking photos, we can learn how to do this 
better at our general meeting on Tuesday, February 15. 
Kathy Adams Clark will show how to “Explore Your Garden 
with Your Camera”.  She is a superb professional 
photographer, well known for her nature photos.   
 

What a treat we have in store for our next field trip!  The 
Matagorda County Birding Nature Center in Bay City is one 
of the best birding sites in the state.  Seven botanical 
gardens and three major ecosystems emphasize native 
plants and the protection of wildlife.  Be sure to sign up for 
this trip which is on February 22.   
 

And don’t forget our great workshops!  On March 1, Carolyn 
Salmans will show us how to make a “Dancing Garden 
Jewel Stake”.  She uses wire, beads and other beautiful 
materials to create a plant stake that can grace a pot or the 
garden. Be sure to sign up at the February meeting.      
 

Happy gardening, 
                                Terri 
  

Tree Sculpture in Galveston.  Photo submitted by Terri 
Hurley  

http://www.sugarlandtx.gov/parks_recreation/parks_facilities/community_parks/dog_park.asp
http://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/CurrentMonthSGreenleafPhotos
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OFFICERS ELECTED FOR  
2011 – 2012 YEAR 

By Terri Hurley 
 

The officers for the 2011 – 2012 club year were elected at 
the January 18 general meeting.  They are:      
 

President:  Terri Hurley 
1

st
 Vice President:  Kathy Hradecky 

2
nd

 Vice President: Elisabeth Jones  
   Carrie Sample 

Emilie Wilson    
Recording Secretary: Sherrie Strickland 
Treasurer:  Deborah Birge 
Parliamentarian: Mary Ellen Twiss 
 

Every one of our officers is excited and already making 
plans for the new club year.  However, they cannot do it 
without you!  Why don’t you help?  Join the action and be 
part of something positive and fun!  We need your help to 
make the club succeed.  
 

TO PUT IT BLUNTLY:  WE NEED YOU TO 
VOLUNTEER ON A COMMITTEE! 

 

Our president is currently recruiting members to fill 
committee positions for the next garden club year.  
Members new to the board are especially wanted!  Don’t 
worry that you might not know the ins and outs of the club 
yet.  You can train with the current committee members 
and then be ready to take off on your own when the new 
club year begins in June.   
 

Our biggest need is organizing the planning committees 
for the GAPS and Spring Tour.  Please contact Terri if you 
are interested in helping in the following committees or 
know of someone else who might be interested: 
 

GAPS:  Three members needed to co-chair the planning 
committee and other members needed for the sub-
committees:  

 volunteer coordination 

 site coordinator 

 food 

 plant selection 

 equipment set up 

 secretary for the meetings 

 financial  
  

Garden Tour:  Two members needed to co-chair the 
planning committee for the Spring Garden Tour and other 
members for the sub-committees:   

 garden vetting 

 volunteer coordination 

 signage 

 computer work 

 pre-tour 

 equipment set-up 

 secretary for the meetings 
    

Contact Terri if you have any questions! 
  
Terri Hurley 281-491-9609 or thurley001@comcast.net 
 

 

 

CORRECTIONS 
 

Sincere apologies to the following club members for 
errors in their names in the January, 2011 Greenleaf: 
p. 2  Editors:  ...Jennifer Washam  
p. 3  SLGC Correspondence:  Get well cards were sent 
to Nancy Berghauser, who has cancer… 
p. 3 Welcome New Members:  Diana Miller 

 

2010-2011 Club Officers 
 

President Terri Hurley  

1
st
 vice president Carrie Sample  

Programs    

2
nd

 vice president  Gay Chavez 
Membership Kathy Hradecky   
 Joyce Jackson 

Recording Secretary Delores Reeves  

Treasurer Deborah Birge 

Parliamentarian Mary Ellen Twiss   

 

 

Dues for SLGC are payable each spring, $30 for the 
following year.  New members joining June 1 - 
December 31 shall pay $30 for the current year. New 
members joining January 1 - March 31 shall pay $20 for 
the current year.  For new members joining in April, dues 
are $30 and apply to the following garden club year. 
Each member receives a monthly newsletter and copy of 
the club yearbook.   

The Sugar Land Garden Club of Sugar Land, Texas, 
publishes the Greenleaf Newsletter monthly except 
June, July, & December. 
 

Editors 
Lan Shen 

Jennifer Washam 
 

DEADLINE IS THE SECOND TUESDAY OF 
PUBLICATION MONTH 

 

Contact for articles and contributions: 

Shen.gcmn@gmail.com or 713-771-1415 

NANCY BERGHAUSER 
 

We report with sadness that Nancy Berghauser, a 
member of Sugar Land Garden Club, passed away on 
the evening of Thursday, February 10.  Our thoughts and 
prayers are with her family. 

file:///E:/My%20Documents/Lan/slgc-greenleaf/1102/thurley001@comcast.net
mailto:Shen.gcmn@gmail.com


 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HORTICULTURE 
By Paula Goodwin 

 

Composting has always been part of my gardening 
practice, but the January field trip to Nature’s Way in 
Conroe has given me new resolve to do even more to 
recycle my own garden waste.  John Ferguson, a good 
friend of the Sugar Land Garden Club, kindly gave us his 
time and shared his expertise. 
 

Spring will be here before you know it so February is the 
time to plant seeds indoors or buy seedlings to transplant 
outside later.  I plan to buy my tomato seedlings as soon 
as they are available.  Four-inch pots inside narrow 
plastic drawer organizers fit nicely on my kitchen 
windowsill where I can baby them with half-strength 
fertilized water and plenty of light.  Five tomato plants 
grown in large pots gave us more than enough delicious, 
homegrown tomatoes that lasted throughout the early 
summer.  Just a reminder: my favorite tomato varieties 
are “Celebrity” (full-sized) and “Sweet Chelsea” (cherry 
sized).  I always try one different tomato variety each 
year just to compare the plant’s production, disease 
resistance, and hardiness. On my list is Tomato 444.  
“Mortgage Lifter” is a great moniker for a tomato, but it 
did not live up to its name. 
 

Growing from seeds is an easy and inexpensive way to 
get new plants.  I remember perusing my grandpa’s 
Burpee garden catalog and looking at flowers that I had 
never seen before.   
 

Some unusual seed sources are: 

 www.secretseeds.com (a British source) 

 www.amazon.com  (yes, they DO sell everything) 

 www.growitalian.com (great squash, vegetables, 
and herbs from Italy) 

 

Did you know that Texas has a “State Soil”?  Donnetta 
Parrish sent this link from Dave’s Garden website.  The 
part about soil resonated with me: “…[It] makes us feel 
good!  It is not only the dirt beneath our feet; it is our land; 
our home soil.  It is what our forefathers yearned for, 
where our hearts lie, where our children play and grow, 
the source of feuds, why songs are written, and where 
our ancestors are buried….The mention of homeland 
evokes deep emotion and longing for native soil.”  Have 
you guessed the kind of soil for which our state 
representatives voted?  It is Houston Black, the soil that 
we have to deal with everyday in our gardens.  This soil 
is sometimes called gumbo because of the way it 
absorbs and swells with water and shrinks with drought.  I 
like my home state of Oklahoma’s State Soil “Port”.  It 
can be used to dye t-shirts red.  However, my heart 
belongs to the sandy loam that supports the tall grass 
prairie.  Check out why.  This picture is the road to my 
mother’s house and this is my parents’ front yard where I 
grew up and played.  
 

Many garden websites will send you timely newsletters.  
Be careful because, like magazines, they do tend to stack 
up. I like to visit these websites occasionally:  
www.diggingdog.com, www.dallasarboretum.org,  
 

Continued on column 2.  
 

 

 

Continued from column 1: 
 

www.texasgardener.com, www.kk.org/cooltools, 
www.neilsperry.com, www.gardengirltv.com, 
www.johnnyseeds.com, www.plantdelights.com, 
www.felderrushing.net, www.gardeners.com, 
www.gardeninglaunchpad.com, www.marthastewart.com,  
www.mooseyscountrygarden.com, www.hcp4.net/mercer. 
 

One of my favorites is Donald Burger’s www.burger.com.  
Need information about hurricane evacuation?  
Gardening?  Beekeeping?  He is a Renaissance man 
living right here in Houston. 
 

I learned this while reading a novel: “A ha-ha is a 
boundary wall concealed in a ditch so that it does not 
intrude upon the view.  Much employed by the great 
nineteenth-century English landscape gardener 
“Capability” Brown, its original purpose was to make 
possible uninterrupted views from the lawns and other 
more neatly cared-for areas surrounding the mansion, of 
more distant trees, copses, lakes, and meadows grazed 
by cattle and sheep…The name ha-ha derives from the 
exclamation that a stranger might make upon coming 
upon such a ditch unexpectedly from the top of the wall.  
An experience of this kind could, of course, be highly 
dangerous to the unwary.”   
 

February cannot go by without a word about roses.  Trim 
back rose bushes in your yard on the 14

th
. 

 

 

SLGC CORRESPONDENCE 
 

A get-well card was sent to Gisela Manning.  See her thank 
you note to everyone.   
 
Thank you cards were sent to the following people:   

 Diana Miller, who donated the pecans given as door 
prizes at the Christmas Party 

 John and Betty Mu, owners of Texas Color Plants, 
who donated trays of bedding plants for our plant 
swap in October and January.  Their nursery is at 
2700 Jo Ann St, Stafford, TX 77477.  281-499-8293 

 Harold Smith, who donated the orchids given to 
members at the Christmas Party and at an earlier 
plant swap. 

 
  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THANK YOU FROM GISELA MANNING 
 

Dear Everyone,  
 

I would like to thank you all for your support and 
encouragement while I was in the hospital in January.  I 
received so many telephone calls, emails, cards, and visits 
from my good friends at the garden club and I was very 
touched by them all.  The good news is that I am at home 
now, making progress towards getting back into the swing 
of things.  Thanks again for everything!   
 

Warm regards, 
                                   Gisela Manning    

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ufseeds.com/Celebrity-Tomato-Seeds.item
http://www.organicgardening-101.com/cherry-tomatoes.html
http://www.texassuperstar.com/plants/tomato444/tomato444news.html
http://www.burpee.com/
http://www.secretseeds.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.italianseeds.com/
http://davesgarden.com/guides/articles/view/3105/
http://tiee.ecoed.net/vol/v6/figure_sets/climate_change/img/Figure%201c%20Soil%20in%20Hands.jpg
https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/_DoGEneDEBog/TVHZZFBsZ_I/AAAAAAAABHY/Xagiv4EdYm8/b18ffe20_546816.jpg
https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/_DoGEneDEBog/TVHrJszSSSI/AAAAAAAABIs/Rs1pvJ1ZQ3s/s800/P7050250.JPG
http://www.diggingdog.com/
http://www.dallasarboretum.org/
http://www.texasgardening.com/
http://www.kk.org/cooltools
http://www.neilsperry.com/
http://www.gardengirltv.com/
http://www.johnnyseeds.com/
http://www.plantdelights.com/
http://www.felderrushing.net/
http://www.gardeners.com/
http://www.gardeninglaunchpad.com/
http://www.marthastewart.com/
http://www.mooseyscountrygarden.com/
http://www.hcp4.net/mercer
http://www.burger.com/
http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ha-ha
http://www.theperfectrose.org/category/rose-garden-tips
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WORKSHOP  
By Carolyn Salmans 

 

The March Workshop - Dancing Garden Jewels Stake - 
will be presented by Carolyn Salmans & Marilynn 
Zieg/Scanlin on Tuesday, March 1, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m., at the Sugarland Community Center – Red Room. 
 

Learn to make this beautiful unusual piece of Garden Art 
using wire, beads and other materials.  “Plant” them 
anywhere in your garden or enjoy in a pot on your deck. 
 
 
 

Dancing Garden Jewels  
Stake photo by Carolyn 
Salmans 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January Workshop photo by Terri Hurley 

FEBRUARY & MARCH MEETINGS 

Arranged by Eulalia Nichols:  Before the main program 
begins on February 15, Sharon Heldt, Executive Director 
of the Fort Bend Habitat for Humanity, will give a short 
presentation about their projects and will answer questions 
from the audience. 
 

On Tuesday, February 15, the speaker will be Kathy 
Adams Clark presenting “Explore Your Garden with Your 
Camera”.  Kathy, a professional nature photographer since 
1995, is a past President of the North American Nature 
Photography Association and teaches photography at 
local and national events.  Her photos appear regularly in 
the “Nature” section of the Houston Chronicle. 
 

On Tuesday, March 15, the speaker will be John 
Stubbings presenting “Secrets of Success with Orchids”.  
John is the current President of the Houston Orchid 
Society.  He has won numerous awards for both flower 
quality and cultural excellence and is an accredited judge 
with the American Orchid Society.   

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIELD TRIP 
By Mary Bates 

  

Join us for a trip to the Matagorda County Birding Nature 
Center in Bay City on Tuesday, February 22.  This park 
has seven botanical gardens and three major ecosystems.  
More information is on the website at www.mcbnc.org.   
 

Please check in at 8:15 a.m. at the SL Community Center.  
We will leave promptly at 8:30 a.m. by carpool.  After 
touring the bird center, we will have lunch in Wharton, 
where shopping is a possibility.  You will need money for 
the admission fee of $2 and for paying your share of the 
gasoline cost to your driver.  Also good to have are 
comfortable walking shoes, camera, binoculars, and maybe 
a field guide to birds.   
 

If you have any questions, please contact Mary Bates at 
281-565-6400 or Paula Goodwin at 281-242-0566.  On the 
day of the trip, you can call Mary at 979-255-0350. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUTTERFLY GARDEN WORKDAYS 
 

A replacement chair is needed for the Butterfly Garden.  
The garden is located at the Sugar Land Branch Library at 
550 Eldridge at the corner of Eldridge Road and 7th Street.  
Workdays are the fourth Thursday of the month.  If you 
would like more information, please contact Dolores 
Ottenhouse or Terri Hurley. 
 

Even without a leader, the regulars of the Butterfly Garden 
are carrying on the work.  Bring your weeding tools and 
clippers and join them at the next Butterfly Garden 
workday on Thursday, February 24.  Meet at  8:00 a.m.  
Future workdays are on: 
 
 

   February 24 
   March 24 
   April 28 
   May 26 

June 23 
July 28 
August 25 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

Rose Ann Acosta 

Joel Chavez 

 
 
   

 

The next Brookwood Community garden therapy workday 
will be on Thursday, March 3.  Participants are limited to 
six.  Sign up early to be sure of a place. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

GEMS FROM THE PAST 
By Marsha Smith 

 

We do not have yearbooks from 1970-1971, 1971-1972, 
1972-1973, 1973-1974, but in 1974-1975, the designation 
of active and associate members was gone.  The Club 
Collect is in that yearbook.  We were still meeting in homes 
and had 61 members.   

http://www.mcbnc.org/
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GARDEN CLUB PERSONALITY 
By Mary Bates 

 

 
 

Allow me to introduce myself.  I hold a Bachelors degree 
from Texas A&M University and a Masters degree from 
Sam Houston University.  I have been a science educator 
for twenty-three years.  I required my biology students to 
draw a landscape design for their homes with the idea that 
they had to get outside, become familiar with the plants 
already in place, and then visit a nursery to become familiar 
with new plants.  I have also been a volunteer at the 
Houston Arboretum. 
  

My husband, Robbie, and I have traveled extensively and 
always visit any gardens available for touring.  We have 
been to Butchart Gardens, Kew Gardens outside of 
London, and our own National Botanical Garden.  In 
August, we spent three weeks in New Zealand, an absolute 
plant haven.  We toured the botanical garden in 
Christchurch and drove eight hundred miles to take in the 
greenest country on the planet.  We saw over forty foot tall 
camellia trees loaded with blooms!  I have also been to a 
number of rainforests and marvel at the wonderful plant 
life.  My husband and I also have an RV and have hiked 
and biked in many state and national parks. 
 

I credit some of my interest in plants to the fact that my 
family always has a huge garden and my mother-in-law 
always has lovely plants, including huge azaleas and lovely 
camellias.  I just planted twelve replacement trees at their 
farm, where I love to walk in the woods, taking any children 
that care to accompany me there for a hike.  At home, I 
have limited space but thoroughly enjoy my azaleas, 
camellias, and Knockout roses.  Now I am looking forward 
to some fresh broccoli. 

 
                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trays of pansies for the Plant Swap donated by John and 
Betty Mu, owners of Texas Color Plants, 2700 Jo Ann St, 
Stafford, TX 77477.  281-499-8293. 
 

See more of this month’s Greenleaf photos, at 
http://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/CurrentMo
nthSGreenleafPhotos# 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New signs for the meeting were made by Carolyn Salmans 

16th ANNUAL HERBAL FORUM 
By Terri Hurley 

 

“Getting Down to the Roots…A Celebration of Herbal 
Roots & Rhizomes” is the theme of the 16

th
 Annual 

Herbal Forum to be held on Friday and Saturday, March 
18 and 19.  The Herb of the Year 2011 is 
horseradish…that lovely herb that goes so well with beef!  
The location of this fun-filled weekend is the Gardens at 
the Round Top Festival Institute near Round Top, Texas.  
 

Workshops, featured presentations, a Garden Buffet 
Luncheon, the Blessing of the Gardens, and of course 
shopping galore is on tap for the weekend.   
 

Friday workshops include Better Sleep & Less Stress 
with Herbal Dream Pillows, Herbal Housekeeping, 
Bruschetta and Beyond, and Delightful Herbal Soaps. 
 

Saturday presentations are Native Texas Roots, Good 
Sense Organic Gardening, Cutting Edge Plants, Take 
Roots, and Wonderful Ways with Roots.   
 

Check out all the fun details at www.festivalhill.org or call 
979-249-3129.  Registration deadline is March 11.  The 
registration fee is $75…but it’s worth it! 

 

TGC GARDENING STUDY SCHOOL 
 

The Gardening Study School -Course I will be March 17-
18, 2011 at the Texas A&M University Horticulture 
Building, College Station.  Taught by Dr. Joe Novak, 
Texas A&M University Department of Horticulture, 
Course I includes botany, soils, houseplant basics, plant 
propagation, garden ecosystems.  Admittance is limited 
to 35 attendees.  Registration of $100 is due postmarked 
by February 24.  Classes usually are from 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m.  Here are links to registration form and more 
information. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
. 

http://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/CurrentMonthSGreenleafPhotos
http://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/CurrentMonthSGreenleafPhotos
http://www.festivalhill.org/
http://www.amgardenclub.com/pdf/March_2011_GSS_RegistrationForm.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sXiRN1GOqxfRGl_wfMflDYNCAiyUg3h_EwwdL4LFbAo/edit?hl=en
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sXiRN1GOqxfRGl_wfMflDYNCAiyUg3h_EwwdL4LFbAo/edit?hl=en
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 Above: Dung Beetle, 
photo by David Temple 
 

Below: Dung Beetle Larva 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’s Bug Corner                                                   
 

DECOMPOSERS:  

THE EARTH’S RECYCLERS 
By Don Johnson 

 

Gardeners, proud of the plants in their yard, feed them various 
nutrients to get the best result.  After a time the plants die, but 
they still contain the nutrients.  Some gardeners compost the 
dead matter which becomes food for the many decomposers 
including worms, fungi, bacteria, insects, and other 
arthropods.  Organisms that help break down dead plant and 
animal material are called decomposers.  They are nature’s 
recyclers.  All plant and animal life contain nutrients.  When 
these organisms die, decomposers consume the matter and 
the nutrients are recycled through the decomposers’ 
droppings. 

 

Ranch lands would be inundated with 
dung, if it were not in part for the actions 
of some of the 75 species of North 
American dung beetles.  Dung beetles 
search out the dung of herbivores 
because it contains more value than that 

of carnivores.  Apparently the 
herbivores are not able to 
extract all of the nutrient value 
from their diet.  Some beetles 

will make the dung into small balls and 
roll them to their underground nest where 
the female will lay her eggs in the dung 
ball, which serves as a food source for 
the emerging larvae.  Not only is the 
dung a food source for the beetle larvae, 
it also helps to fertilize the soil.  In 

fertilizing the soil, the dung beetle has recycled the nutrients in 
the meal that the original “donor” has eaten. 
 

Forests would contain many dead and fallen trees if decom-
posers were not present.  Fungi, bacteria, beetles and termites 
all have a role in recycling the nutrients in dead trees.  Even 
the lowly cockroach helps recycle the nutrients in fallen leaves. 

                                           

Worm bin 
 

For several years, we have 
raised worms and used their 
castings on both indoor and 
outdoor plants.  We 
wondered if the castings 
were good for plants, so we 
had them analyzed for 
nutritional value.  The results 
showed that some of the 
castings were high in 
potassium and calcium.  The 
results of two other worm 
bins were completely 
different, apparently due to 
differences in the diets of the 
worms. 

 

Whenever we turn our compost pile, we find a number of  

organisms.  The larvae of crane flies and beetles are usually 
present.  Earwigs and millipedes are also common,  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
but the most common is the isopod, the roly-poly.  They all 
play the same role - recycling nutrients.  They consume the 
organic materials and through their droppings, they are 
creating the nutrients for the next generation of plants.  In fact, 
some nutrients are recycled through several decomposers.  
The new soil then continues the cycle for the gardener’s next 
project.  

 Millipede      Sow bug and pill bugs - isopod     Earwig 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LUNA MOTH  
By Matt Hurley 

  
I had the rare opportunity to take this photo early one 
morning on the deck at my summer home in Johnston, 
South Carolina.   
  

People rarely see Luna moths because they fly late at 
night.  Therefore, it is a treat to see one, for they are very 
beautiful insects.  Humans have caused Luna moths to 
become endangered by pollution and loss of habitat.  
Luna moth caterpillars do not do much damage to trees. 
 

Luna moths are members of the Saturniidae family, also 
known as the "Giant Silkworm Moths."  They are huge 
moths, with a wingspan of four and a half inches. The 
body is white, the legs pinkish, and the huge wings are 
pale green.  The hindwings have eyespots and long tails.  
They fly only at night in spring and early summer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

WHAT SURVIVED THE FREEZES? 
 

At the February board meeting, Marsha Smith 
commented that her Peachie’s Pink Stokesia (a cultivar 
of a Louisiana native) and bluebonnets survived the 
freeze quite well.  So did my Indian blanket (Gaillardia 
pulchella), winecups, coralberry, Gulf Coast Penstemon, 
evening primrose, violets…  The joys of gardening with 
natives!  Let us know what in your garden survived 
this freezing winter.  Send pictures or a list of survivors 
to Lan Shen (shen.gcmn@gmail.com) and we will publish 
them in next month’s Greenleaf. 
 
 
 

http://www.fcps.edu/islandcreekes/ecology/luna_moth.htm
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SLGC - General Meeting  

Tuesday, February 15, program  at 10:00 a.m. 
Initially will be a short presentation by Sharon Heldt on Fort 
Bend Habitat for Humanity.  She will take questions from the 
audience. 

Explore Your Garden with Your Camera by Kathy Adams 
Clark, professional nature photographer and frequent 
contributor to the Houston Chronicle 

Sugar Land Community Center, 226 Matlage Way 77478 
 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners 
Thursday, February 17, 7:00 p.m., program starts 
Spring Vegetable Gardening  

by Peg Turrentine and Joe Vinson  
Bud O'Shieles Community Center 
1330 Band Road, Rosenberg 77471 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston 
Thursday, February 17, 7:15 p.m. 
Mushrooms and Other Fungi by David Lewis 
Free and open to the public.   
Houston Arboretum and Nature Center 
4501 Woodway Dr. 77024 (in Memorial Park) 
 

Green Home and Garden Workshop  
Saturday, February 19, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Harris County Extension Center,  
3033 Bear Creek Dr. 77084 
Fee is $20, which includes lunch, refreshments, & small 
native plant sale. 
 

Nature Discovery Center, Bellaire  
Saturday, February 19, 9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
Great Backyard Bird Count, free, no registration required 

7112 Newcastle, Bellaire 77401 
 

SLGC Fieldtrip  
Tuesday, February 22 
Matagorda County Birding Nature Center in Bay City.   
For carpool, meet at 8:15 a.m.; leave at 8:30 a.m. from 
Sugar Land Community Center, 226 Matlage Way 77478 
Admission fee - $2 plus share of gas cost. 
 

SLGC Butterfly Garden Workday 
Thursday, February 24, 8:00 a.m. 
Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge 77478 
 

TGC Gardening Study School, College Station  
Thursday, February 24 – registration postmark deadline 
Classes: March 17 – 18, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Links to registration form and more information 
 

SLGC Workshop 
Tuesday, March 1, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Dancing Garden Jewels Stake by Carol Freeman 
Sugarland Community Center, Red Room, 226 Matlage 

Way 77478 
 

SLGC Brookwood Community garden therapy workday 
Thursday, March 3, 10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
Depart 9:30 a.m. from  
Sugar Land Community Center, 226 Matlage Way 77478 

 

 
 

Edible Arbor Trail Grand Opening Celebration 
Saturday, March 5, 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
A free family event with crafts for kids, tree walk, plant sale, 
prizes & giveaways, and more 
Oyster Creek Trail 
4433 Cartwright Road, Missouri City, Texas 
 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners - Green Thumb Seminar  
Thursday, March 10, 7:00 p.m. 
Home Lawn Care 
Parkway United Methodist Church 
5801 New Territory Blvd., Sugar Land, 77479 
 

Houston Federation of Garden Clubs 
Friday, March 11, 10:00 a.m. 
Art and Flowers:  A Well-Known Combination. Designers 
interpret local artist’s painting. 
Check the link for meeting location. 
 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners - Spring Plant Sale    
Saturday, March 12, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Fort Bend County Fairgrounds, Rosenberg  
 

Houston Arboretum and Nature Center 
Spring Native Plant Sale  
Saturday, March 12 – Sunday, March 20, 
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., daily 
 

SLGC - General Meeting  

Tuesday, March 15, program at 10:00 a.m. 
Secrets of Success with Orchids by John Subbings, 

President of the Houston Orchid Society 
Sugar Land Community Center, 226 Matlage Way 77478 
 

 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 

 

 

 

 

ECO CORNER 
 

Find out about nature and environmental 
news/events in the greater Houston area from the 
CEC (Citizens’ Environmental Coalition) website.  
On the right is the Upcoming Events column; click 
event name for link to more details.  Download their 
2011 Environmental Resource Guide or sign up for 
the bi-weekly newsletter. 
 

Highlighted upcoming nature related events: 

 Learn about the Great Backyard Bird Count 
February 18 through February 21 
At http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/howto.html 
Join a group or do it on your own.  See February 
19 entry for Nature Discovery Center.  Also, link to 
lecture The Lives of Texas Salamanders on March 2.  

 Green Home and Garden Workshop on February 
19 (Click the link for list of speakers.) 

 SLGC members Don and Penny Johnson are very 
involved in organizing the free, family-oriented  
Edible Arbor Trail Grand Opening Celebration in 
Missouri City on March 5 (See entry or click link) 

 Nature & Gardening Classes at 
Houston Arboretum and Nature Center.   
The schedule for a wide variety of nature and 
gardening classes (e.g. Make a Window Box 
Hummingbird Garden or Spring Bird Migration 
Fieldtrip) and their costs can be found here. 
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