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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Autumn is a Sugar Land gardener’s dream!  With the cooler 
weather, we can all finally feel alive again.   I relish being 
able to sit out on the patio in the morning with a hot cup of 
coffee and watch hummingbirds fight over nectar in the 
flowers of my hummer island.  My plan to attract these 
feathered helicopters to my backyard with hamelia patens, 
cardinal flower and flame acanthus is paying off.   
 

I finally ventured further into my backyard to see what the 
other plants have been up to without any supervision 
during the hot summer months.  I was almost engulfed by 
overgrown cassia corymbosa, Mexican bush sage, 
buddleia, black and blue salvia, mountain salvia, and 
thryallis.  What a jungle!  But what a beauty too.  These 
wild and wooly monsters are all in full bloom now.    
 

Wasn’t GAPS just fabulous?  A heartfelt thank you goes to 
everyone who helped on the GAPS committee this year.  
To plan a successful fundraiser takes a lot of hard work, 
devotion, and brain power.  You met the challenge.  The 
efforts of the many volunteers and even a few spouses who 
toiled on Friday and on sale day are also tremendously 
appreciated.  Congratulations on a job well done!     
 

At Tuesday’s general meeting on October 19, Nora Sims, 
owner of Nora Anne’s Flower Shoppe in New Territory, will 
show us how to get started on decorating for the holidays.  
Her arrangements are always so elegant.  
 

I am pleased to announce our new Plant Swap chairs, 
Donnetta Parrish and Charline Russell.  Our monthly 
plant swaps will start up again at the October meeting.  
Don’t forget: hands off all plants until after the business 
meeting! 
 

A field trip is just what we need to take advantage of this 
spectacular October weather.  Join the gang on October 26 
as we view the lovely gardens, farm and ranch of Birge 
Farms in Richmond.  Birge Farms is owned by Deborah 
Birge, SLGC treasurer.  She is a strong devotee of organic 
and cage-free living for chickens and the eggs of her happy 
chickens are the best you have ever tasted.     
 

The upcoming workshop in the afternoon of November 2 is 
in keeping with the holiday decorating theme.  We will learn 
how to use decoupage to create a beautiful hurricane 
candleholder that can be used for the centerpiece of your 
holiday table.   
 

Happy gardening! 
 

                                     Terri  

 Terri 
 

EQUIPMENT MANAGER STILL 
NEEDED! 

By Terri Hurley 
 

Do you enjoy hearing our speakers?  Then we need some 
help.  The garden club is in dire need of another volunteer 
to help pick up the microphone and speaker system from 
the storage facility and bring it to the general meetings.  A 
larger vehicle or SUV would be beneficial.  This is an easy 
job.  Please contact Terri Hurley at 
thurley001@comcast.net for more information. 
 

At the September board meeting: 

 

mailto:thurley001@comcast.net
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Dues for SLGC are payable each spring, $30 for the 
following year.  New members joining June 1 - 
December 31 shall pay $30 for the current year. New 
members joining January 1 - March 31 shall pay $20 for 
the current year.  For new members joining in April, dues 
are $30 and apply to the following garden club year. 
Each member receives a monthly newsletter and copy of 
the club yearbook.   

 

The Sugar Land Garden Club of Sugar Land, Texas, 
publishes the Greenleaf Newsletter monthly except 
June, July, & December. 

Lan Shen 

Shen.gcmn@gmail.com 

713-771-1415 

 

DEADLINE IS THE SECOND TUESDAY OF 
PUBLICATION MONTH 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Welcome New Members 
 

   Julie Boyd 

 

Mary Bullock 

 

   Judy Indermuehle 

Elizabeth "Beth" Phelps 

 

Shirley A. Smith 

 

 

 

2010-2011 Club Officers 
 

President Terri Hurley  

1
st
 vice president Carrie Sample  

Programs    

2
nd

 vice president  Gay Chavez 
Membership Kathy Hradecky   
 Joyce Jackson 

Recording Secretary Delores Reeves  

Treasurer Deborah Birge 

Parliamentarian Mary Ellen Twiss   

 

 

Tax Deductible:  Donations to SLGC! 
Employer Matching Program! 

 By Terri Hurley 
 

Reduce your taxes and help the SLGC at the same 
time!   The SLGC is a non-profit charitable organization 
whose primary purpose is to enhance our knowledge 
and appreciation of gardening and horticulture.  Our 
volunteer efforts raise funds needed to offer academic 
scholarships to university horticulture students.  On the 
strength of this and our many other charitable programs, 
the IRS has just recently granted us official 501(c)(3) 
status.     
 
One of the greatest benefits of our 501(c)(3) status is 
not for the club, but for our donors.  Any contributions of 
funds to the SLGC are tax-deductible by the donor.  
Why not consider making a tax-deductible donation to 
enhance your favorite garden club project?  We have 
many participating programs that would benefit from 
additional funds.  Just to name a few:  monthly 
speakers, scholarships, library books donation, Habitat 
for Humanity and our new local beautification project 
initiative.    
 
Double your donation!       
Many employers sponsor matching gift programs and 
will match any charitable contributions made by their 
employees and retirees.  As a registered 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization, the SLGC is eligible for many of 
these Matching Gifts programs.  Just check with your or 
your spouse’s employer Human Resources Department 
to find out if such a program is offered.  If it is, request a 
matching gift form from your employer, and send it to 
the SLGC, completed and signed along with your gift.  
We will do the rest. The impact of your gift to the SLGC 
may be doubled or possibly tripled!  

 

 
 

 

NEW MEMBER COFFEE 
 

  

Welcome new members!  We want to get to know you 
and talk to you about fun ways to get involved in the 
SLGC.  So, please join us for coffee and breakfast in 
the private room at la Madeleine (2675 Town Center 
Blvd.) on Thursday, October 21, 9:15 a.m.  For more 
information or to RSVP, please call Kathy Hradecky 
(281-265-5522) or Joyce Jackson (281-242-1181).  
Hope to see you there! 

  
 

mailto:Shen.gcmn@gmail.com


 3 

HORTICULTURE 
By Paula Goodwin 

 

Almost all gardeners grow food for  
butterflies and hummingbirds, but 

what about food for us?  It is immensely satisfying to walk 
into the yard and harvest enough leaf lettuce to serve a 
fresh, inexpensive salad for dinner.  Now is the time to 
sow those seeds.  Like us, lettuces love the cooler 
weather of October. Plant the seeds outside as soon as 
daytime temperatures are consistently 80-85 degrees.  
Scatter the seeds on a wet soil surface, pat down gently 
with the back of the hoe or hand trowel, and mist with 
water.  Most important, keep the seeds and seedlings 
watered; never let them totally dry out.  Then, like magic, 
you can grow large amounts of different varieties that you 
would never see in a grocery store because leaf lettuces 
do not ship well.   

I have grown lettuces that were dark purple, every shade 
of green, and many reds.  Great for containers, they are 
as lovely to look at as they are good to eat.  Cut the top 
half of the plant to eat and leave the bottom half to re-
grow.  Serve in a salad with balsamic vinaigrette; mix in 
Craisins and sugared pecans to make it extra special.  
Try these varieties:  black-seeded Simpson; oak leaf 
(red); Red Deer Tongue; buttercrunch; Bibb; Romaine; 
Winter Density.  Plant either seeds or  seedlings available 
in garden centers now. 

Grow garlic, onion chives, and garlic chives in your 
kitchen garden.  They are attractive, easy to grow, and 
can be used as edging plants in flowerbeds or containers. 
Parsley also loves the cool weather.  One that I grew 
was a huge plant in a container for years.  I only lost it 
because the whiskey half-barrel in which it was growing 
disintegrated.  It didn’t transplant well and died. 

Also plant beets with their red-streaked foliage, carrots 
with fine and feathery foliage, or any root vegetable 
during our fall and winter.  Cabbages are hearty and love 
the cold.  You can use them in coleslaw or in stews.  Why 
plant the decorative cabbages when you can have the 
real thing?  Most vegetables only need about six inches 
of soil in which to grow.  

Brussels sprouts are beautiful plants—but no one in my 
family likes to eat them.  They are just small cabbages.  
Steamed and served with butter, salt, and pepper, they 
are exquisitely delicious right out of the garden.  Grow 
them only if you like to eat them. 

Isn’t it fortunate for us gardeners in the know that some 
garden nurseries are selling all of their plants for 50% 
and 70% off?  In our region, fall is the best time to plant 
trees, perennials, wildflower seeds, and herbs for the 
plants will have all winter to develop root systems, strong 
enough to survive the heat and drought of summer. 
 
All homes need trees to help cut utility costs.  The sun 
and heat are brutal and a shady yard helps keep your 
home cool.  When planting trees, keep small pocket 
areas sunny to grow flowers and vegetables.  When we  

Continued on column 2.  
 

 

 

Continued from column 1: 
 

first moved into our house we had three Arizona Ash 
(rhymes with trash) trees in our backyard.  These trees 
were a favorite of landscapers in the 70’s because they 
are fast-growing.  However, they were beautiful for only 
about 15 years.  Then they became diseased, old, and 
expensive to remove.  They are all gone now.  I have only 
replanted one tree in the backyard—a small Mexican 
Olive that seems to thrive on heat and little water.  Our 
lone live oak in our front yard has grown to be almost the 
only tree we need.  In the 27 years we have been in our 
house, it has grown large enough to cover the entire 
house for the whole day. Even our next-door neighbor 
benefits from its shade. 

Other shade trees to consider are Montezuma cypress, 
Drummond maple, Mexican sycamore, nuttall oak, 
Shumard oak and bur oak.  Don’t ―volcano‖ your trees with 
mulch, i.e. don’t pile mulch on the trunk of your tree willy-
nilly as it will eventually rot the tree trunk.  Make sure the 
―flare‖ of your tree is exposed to air so they can breath.   

Two of my favorite websites for vegetable seeds are: 
www.kitazawaseed.com - Asian vegetable seeds 
www.rareseeds.com - All kinds of vegetable seeds 
In a future column, I will give more of my favorite 
gardening websites. 

 
 

 

BUTTERFLY GARDEN WORKDAYS 
By Dolores Ottenhouse 

The next Butterfly Garden workday is October 28.  We'll 
meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Butterfly Garden located at the 
Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge.  Just bring your 
weeding tools and clippers and join us for some community 
service.  Except for November, workdays are the fourth 
Thursdays of every month at 8:00 a.m., weather permitting.   

At the last workday, Librarian Cindy Ruggeri said that 
everyone has been enjoying the hummingbird around 
the Turk’s cap. 

 

 

Tiger Swallowtail on Larkspur.  Photo by Don Johnson 

http://www.kitazawaseed.com/
http://www.rareseeds.com/
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Another Successful GAPS 
By Lillian Tigard

 

2010 GAPS (Garden Art and Plant Sale) was a success 
because of four major factors: 

1. The Weather.  The forecast of heavy thunder 
showers would have been horrific for the plant sale 
setup and the event.  However, the weather was a 
little warm but sunny. 

2. The GAPS Committee, who developed bulletproof 
strategies that worked.  

3. The Volunteers, who worked tireless hours with a 
smile.  

4. The Customers, who came and purchased our 
plants and all the interesting garden art and goods 
provided by our creative vendors  

Lynne Leong and I feel so fortunate to have been a part of 
such a successful fundraiser for the Club.  We are still 
working on the numbers, but we are sure we made a profit.  
The amount is not as significant as the fact that the club 
has put on this event for 12 continuous years.  This event 
has become one of the most successful plant sales put on 
by a garden club.  It is because of the volunteers who 
developed the idea and the volunteers they inspired to carry 
it forward. We should all be proud of the Sugar Land 
Garden Club which has always fostered and supported this 
type of venture. 

Here are some statistics from the plant sale: 

 2,132 plants received 

 1,896 plants sold 

 This year we offered 130 varieties of plants compared 
to about 101 varieties in 2009 

 

Editor’s note:   
Randy Kozlovsky, a professional photographer and SLGC 
member Marian Kozlovsky’s husband, took over 90 photos 
of the plant sale, which can be viewed and downloaded at 
www.OhanaPhotos.com: 

To view the photos, go to:  
http://ohanaphotos.zenfolio.com/p263765569   

 Either click on the "slideshow" (upper right corner) 

 OR Click on a photo.  Then move the arrow pointer 
toward the top left corner of the photo.  Click "dim the 
lights" in the menu that drops down automatically.  
Then use the right arrow key on your computer to 
advance the pictures.  

 

Randy has graciously allowed everyone to download the 
photos.  To do that:  

 Click a photo.  Then move the arrow pointer toward 
the top left corner of the photos.  Click "download" in 
the menu that drops down automatically.   

 OR right click the photo.  Then click "download" 
 

The point and shoot photos that I took of the September 
meeting, GAPS setup, and the Sale itself can also be 
viewed and downloaded. 
 

Below are just a few pictures of GAPS taken from the two 
sources named above.  The 3 GAPS setup photos are by 
Lan Shen.  The rest are by Randy Kozlovsky.

 

 

GARDEN ART AND PLANT SALE (GAPS) 

http://www.ohanaphotos.com/
http://ohanaphotos.zenfolio.com/p263765569
http://picasaweb.google.com/mySLGCphotos/SLGCPhotos20102011
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    More GAPS PHOTOS 
            By Randy Kozlovsky

Christmas Party Luncheon  
By Jean Waleke 

 
Please join us on Tuesday, December 14 for our annual 
Christmas Party Luncheon.  This will be a great 
opportunity to take a break from your holiday shopping 
to relax, catch up with fellow gardening friends and meet 
new ones.  We will play games and have an ornament 
exchange, so it should be a fun event! 
 

The Luncheon will be potluck, so you will have an 
opportunity to share a favorite dish with the group.  The 
Social Committee will supply the main course.  There is 
no cost to attend – just bring a tasty dish to share, an 
ornament to exchange, and a festive holiday mood.  We 
will be holding the event at the Sugar Land Community 
Center from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  If you would like to 
come celebrate the season with us at the Luncheon, 
please sign up at the Social section during the October 
or November meetings or contact Jean Waleke at 
Jeanredi@aol.com or 281-565-5873 by December 7.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Christmas Party Luncheon, December 15, 2009 
 

“What’s that Bug” 
 

Kathy Hradecky emailed the Library Committee that she 
heard the author of the website ―What’s that Bug‖ 
(http://whatsthatbug.com/), Daniel Marlos, aka The 
Bugman, wrote the book, The Curious World of Bugs, 
which just came out in early October.  The Library 
Committee plans to purchase this book as part of our 
annual book donation to the Fort Bend County Libraries.   
 

Find an interesting book published within the last four 
years?  Please forward the information to the Library 
Committee, Lan Shen and Jennifer Washam.  We want 
suggestions for the club’s annual donation to the library. 
 

Interested in Bugs?  Read Don Johnson’s article on page 
8. 

 
Gary Clark Lectures in Rosenberg 

 
The Texas Master Naturalists, Coastal Prairie Chapter 
presents ―Bird Intelligence‖ by Gary Clark author of the 
weekly “Nature” Column for the Houston Chronicle on 
November 4.  See page 9 for more information.    

YEARBOOKS 
 

Yearbooks will be ready for pick-up at the October 
meeting.  Please see Marsha Smith, who will be 
sitting at a table near the Membership/Sign-In area. 

mailto:Jeanredi@aol.com
http://whatsthatbug.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Curious-World-Bugs-Mysterious-Remarkable/dp/0399536132
http://txmn.org/coastal/
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OCTOBER FIELD TRIP 
 

Our Field Trip on Tuesday, October 26 will be to 
Deborah Birge's farm in Richmond.  Please sign up at the 
general meeting on Tuesday, October 19.  Already, 26 
members have signed up.  It is a working farm so dress 
appropriately.  We need to carpool because there is little 
parking space.  We need volunteers to drive.  If you can 
drive please see Mary Bates or Paula Goodwin.  Please 
be at the Community Center parking lot at 9:00 a.m. to 
check in.  We hope to leave by 9:15 a.m.  We will have 
maps available.  If you have any questions, please call 
Mary Bates at 979-255-0350. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the October Workshop. Photo by Marsha Smith.  

 
NOVEMBER WORKSHOP 

“HOLIDAY CENTERPIECES” 
Presented by Dolores Ottenhouse & 

Carolyn Salmons  
 

Using specialty decoupage paper like Marbled Morni, 
Unryu Thread or Mulberry, you will use your own creative 
talent to create a beautiful hurricane candleholder that 
can be used as the center of a wreath or alone for a 
stunning tabletop display. 
The workshop will take place Tuesday, November 2, 
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. in the Wedgewood North Room at 
the Sugar Land Community Center (226 Matlage Way).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: Decoupage plate from the October workshop  
Right: Hurricane lamp centerpiece 

 
 

Volunteers Needed! 
  

Brookwood Community Garden Therapy Workday 
Tuesday, November 4 

10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.   
Departs Sugar Land Community Center at 9:30 a.m. 

"Please come grow with us!" 
For more information contact:   
Carolyn Kendrick 281-343-5203 

 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR WOMEN’S 
CENTER 

By Vivian Cromwell 
 

At the October and November general meetings, Vivian 
Cromwell and Debe Fannin will be collecting money 
contributions for the purchasing of food for the Fort Bend 
County Women's Center food pantry.  This will be the 
club’s annual Christmas gift to them.  Debe and Vivian 
will at a table on the side of the room prior to the 
beginning of the meeting. Thank you all, in advance for 
remembering and contributing to the Women's Center. 

If you are unable to donate money at the monthly 
meetings, you can send a check to Deborah Birge at 
2710 McCrary Rd., Richmond, TX. 77406-8185.  On the 
memo line, please write "Women's Center". 

 

 

 

 

 

SLGC CORRESPONDENCE 

Get wells card were sent in September to Lillian 
Bussells, Marian Kozlovsky, and Jean Waleke 

A ―thinking of you‖ card was sent to Jo Beth Moore.  

We received a lovely thank you note from Arvada 
Simcoe thanking club members for our support during 
her husband’s illness and death. 

 

Special request from Correspondence Secretary 
Jaye Talus:   

If anyone has blank note cards with flower pictures on 
the front that they do not need, please consider 
donating them to her for use in club correspondences.  
If she is not at a meeting, you may give them to Debe 
Fannin or Kathy Hradecky who live near Jaye.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.brookwoodcommunity.org/index.htm
http://www.fortbendwomenscenter.org/en/content/about-us
http://www.fortbendwomenscenter.org/en/content/about-us
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GARDEN CLUB PERSONALITY 
By Mary Rogers Meredith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I grew up in a family who moved around in the petroleum 
industry, specifically geology.  We lived in northern 
Louisiana, Kansas, Oklahoma, New Orleans, and Fort 
Worth.  I graduated from the University of Texas in Austin, 
University of Pittsburg, and Indiana University at 
Bloomington.  I was a professional in (Computer) 
Information Systems and Quantitative Decision Making.   

In the ―real world,‖ my husband Paul and I worked on 
systems project teams on different ―sides‖.   While in 
Pittsburgh, we decided to get terminal degrees and ―teach‖, 
so that we could have children.  Earning our doctorates 
from a northern university gave us a better chance at better 
positions in more places in the U.S.  We chose to attend 
Indiana University.  We enjoyed our time up north except 
for the winter’s frigid weather.  During the 1970’s gas 
shortages, Paul and I took turns taking off from work to wait 
in hours-long lines in the cold weather to get gas in our car.  
The gas stations were not open on the weekends.  They  
didn’t appreciate our family’s bumper stickers, ―Let the 
Yankees Freeze in the Dark!‖   

Our daughter, Kate, was born six weeks before my last 
semester of classes at IU ended.  We were professors first 
in Statesboro, GA, one hour inland from Savannah, at 
Georgia Southern College.  Six years later we moved to 
Cajun Country to teach at University of Southwestern 
Louisiana (now University of Louisiana at Lafayette) to be 
closer to aging parents.  We retired in December, 2003, 
and moved to Victoria, TX, close enough to the Gulf for our 
sailboat to stay in the water, far enough inland to cut 
worries about our house in a hurricane, and far enough 
from Houston’s city limits, which hopefully will not grow to 
Victoria’s city limits while we are there.  

By the way, I would like to say what a GREAT cook Paul is, 
and how lucky we have been to have him.  Our daughter 
said that I do not make half-bad peanut-butter-and-jelly 
microwaved sandwiches.  The biggest joke in what she 
said is that I cannot stand peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches. 

Paul and I volunteer for Texas Master Naturalists (TMN) 
and Master Gardeners (MG), plus others organizations.  
Our work has included Matagorda Island turtle patrol for 
endangered Kemp’s Ridley sea turtles, various Welder 
Wildlife Refuge projects, an ―Outdoors‖ column for the 
Victoria Advocate, and rainwater harvesting and  
entomology projects.  Plus, we do presentations, 

Continued on column 2 

 
Continued from column 1 
because ex-professors are assumed to be able to 
construct interesting and informative PowerPoint 
presentations, present the information to a group of folks, 
and answer questions.   
 

What Are These Plants? 
 

The two very pretty plants pictured here were on the 
horticulture table in September.  Even Joan Pritchard 
did not know what they are.  If anyone knows what 
these plants are, please contact Lan at 
Shen.gcmn@gmail.com.  Will whoever brought the 
plants please also identify yourself.  Responses to 
this request will be printed in next month’s Greenleaf. 
 
 
 
 
 
Unknown 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                 
 
                                                           Unknown 2 
 

12th ANNUAL SPRING GARDEN TOUR  
 
The Garden Tour Committee is still looking for gardens to 
preview for the 12

th
 Annual Garden Tour on May 7, 

2011.  Would you please consider allowing the 
Garden Tour Committee to showcase your wonderful 
garden on our next year’s Spring Garden Tour?  We 
are looking for gardens in Old Sugar Land, The Hill, 
Sugar Mill, Venetian Estates, or Sugar Lakes area.  We 
already have several gardens but need a couple more.  If 
you live in these areas, or could recommend a garden 
there, please contact Coeta Presley at 
coeta@windstream.net.   
.  

 
 

mailto:Shen.gcmn@gmail.com
mailto:coeta@windstream.net


 8 

Good Bug, Bad Bug – What Should I do? 
By Don Johnson 

 

It’s quite common while gardening to come upon an insect 
that is making its home in your yard.  Is this a good bug or a 
bad bug?  Two common insects that you may find in your 
yard are the leaf-footed bug and the assassin bug.  The leaf-
footed bug is a pest while the assassin bug is generally 
a good bug.  They may be difficult to distinguish.  However, 
with careful observation you will be able to see the 
difference. 

If you grow fruits and vegetables you probably will attract 
leaf-footed bugs.  They are the ones that enjoy your 
tomatoes.  They are difficult to kill, but if you can catch them 
early you can save your crop.  The egg case for leaf-footed 
bugs is about 2 to 3 inches long and very narrow. When the 
young emerge they generally stay in a group.  At that time 
they are the same orange and black color as the assassin 
bug.  As they grow larger they discard their exoskeleton, 
grow a new one, and finally change to a black, brown or gray 
color.  After another molt or two they are an adult and are 
able to fly.  They can be identified by the enlarged leaf 
shaped area on their hind legs.  They may still be in a group.   
Leaf-footed bugs will stick their beak into a plant, inject an 
enzyme, and withdraw the dissolved plant material as its 
food.   

The assassin bug is a loner and will eat other insects and 
even other assassin bugs.  We call them beneficial, although 
they also eat other beneficial bugs.  Their egg case, which is 
often placed on leaves, is about the size of a pea.  When 
assassin bugs emerge from the egg case they are black and 
orange.  They generally do not stay around the egg case 
very long.  As they molt they keep the same color even as an 
adult.  The adult, which can fly, is identified with a black 
wing pattern on its back.   Assassin bugs are in the same 
insect order as the leaf-footed bug, but they will stick their 
beak into another insect, inject an enzyme, and withdraw the 
dissolved material as its food, killing the victim.  The 
assassin bug has a very narrow neck and a small head and 
its body is shaped somewhat like a banana. 

You don’t want to destroy the assassin bug.  However, 
that is not the case with the leaf-footed bug.  A general 
insect spray will kill all insects, including the good ones. 
Suggestions for eliminating the leaf-footed bug generally 
begin by telling you to reduce the leaf litter in your garden 
where the eggs are often placed.  Next, while wearing gloves 
you can hand-pick the insect.  From that point on you will 
have to research to see what your comfort level is regarding 
the use of a pesticide.   There are websites that give different 
suggestions and they all caution you to read the label before 
you use the product.  
 

Sugar Land Garden Club member Don Johnson will be an 
occasional contributor to the Greenleaf writing on garden 
insects.  Don, who took a Texas Master Gardener 
Entomology Class several years ago, is a member of the 
Fort Bend County Master Gardeners' Entomology Group and 
gives talks on insects.  He is also a member of the local 
Coastal Prairie Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalists. 

 

     Assassin Bug                 Leaf-footed Bug 
      

        Good Bug                           Bad Bug 
 

Egg Casing 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Juvenile  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Leaf-footed Bug Molt 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor’s note:   

 Erin Mills entomologist at the Cockrell Butterfly Center, 
Houston Museum of Natural Science will speak on “Your 
Garden Loves Bugs and So Should You!” at our 
November general meeting.   

 For more information on bugs, see “What’s that Bug” on 
page 5.   
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SLGC - General Meeting  
Tuesday, October 19, 9:30 a.m., social; 10:00 a.m., 

program 
 ―Get an Advanced Start in Decorating for the Holidays‖ 

by Nora Sim, Texas Master Florist and  owner of the 
New Territory store, Nora Anne’s Flower Shoppe. 

Sugar Land Community Center, 226 Matlage Way 77478 
 

SLGC – New Member Coffee 
Thursday, October 21, 9:15 a.m. 
La Madeleine, private room 
2675 Town Center Blvd., Sugar Land 77478   
Please RSVP to Kathy Hradecky (281-265-5522) or 
Joyce Jackson (281-242-1181) 
 

Fort Bend Master Gardeners 
―High Density Planting‖ 
Thursday, October 21, 6:30 p.m., social; 7:00 p.m., 
program  
Bud O'Shieles Community Center 
1330 Band Road, Rosenberg 77471 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston 
Thursday, October 21, 7:00 p.m., social; 7:30 p.m., 
program 
"Our Trees, Our Climate" by M. C. Swearingen, M. Ag., 
ISA Certified Arborist 
Houston Arboretum & Nature Center 
4501 Woodway in Memorial Park 77024 
 

SLGC Fieldtrip 
Tuesday, October 26 
SLGC Member Deborah Birge’s Farm 
Meet at the Community Center at 9:00 a.m. to carpool; 

leave at 9:15 a.m. 
Wear comfortable shoes; lunch at Sandy McGee’s 
Call Mary Bates (281-565-0201) or Paula Goodwin (281-

242-0566) for more information 
 

SLGC Butterfly Garden Workday 
Thursday, October 28, 8:00 a.m. 
Sugar Land Branch Library, 550 Eldridge 77478 
For more information, contact Dolores Ottenhouse 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston 
Sunday, October 31, meet at 8:15 a.m. 
Field trip to Memorial Park.  Meet at the Park.  
Free & open to the public.  Learn about native plants of 

Memorial Park with local expert, Dr. Larry Brown. 
Contact Lan Shen (713-771-1415) for more information.   

SLGC Workshop 
Tuesday, November 2, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Get in the spirit by making a holiday decoupage glass 

centerpiece.  For more information, contact Dolores 
Ottenhouse or Carolyn Salmans. 

Sugar Land Community Center, Wedgewood North Rm 
226 Matlage Way 77478 
 

Nature Discovery Center, Bellaire  
Wednesday, November 3, 7:00 p.m. 
Adult Lecture Series 
―Terrestrial Mollusks of the Houston Area‖ by Max Anton 

who has a website dedicated to mollusks of the 
Houston area, http://www.molluskman.com/  

7112 Newcastle, Bellaire 77401 
 

Brookwood Community Garden Therapy Workday 
Tuesday, November 4, 10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.  
Depart Sugar Land Community Center at 9:30 a.m. 
Contact Dianne Ozment (281-242-4082) or Carolyn 

Kendrick (281-343-5203) for more information  
 

Texas Master Naturalists, Coastal Prairie Chapter 
Thursday, November 4, 7:00 p.m. 
―Bird Intelligence by Gary Clark, author of the weekly 

“Nature” Column for the Houston Chronicle and 
Dean of Instruction at Lone Star College - North Harris  

Free.  For more information call 281-633-7042 
Bud O'Shieles Community Center 
1330 Band Road, Rosenberg 77471 
 

Green Thumb Seminar ―Landscape Design & Planning‖ 
Thursday, November 11, 7:00 p.m. 
Parkway United Methodist Church, 5801 New Territory 

Blvd.  Sugar Land, 77479 
 

Houston Federation of Garden Clubs 
Friday, November 12, 10:00 a.m. 
 ―Mono-Botanic Designs‖,  
Houston Garden Center, 1500 Hermann Dr. 77004 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston 
Thursday, November 18, 7:15 p.m. 
Annual Social and Seed & Plant Swap 
The public is invited. Attendees need not bring anything 
in order to take something. 
Houston Arboretum & Nature Center 
4501 Woodway in Memorial Park 77024 
 

Others 
10/30 Project Blazing Star Planting. Time - TBA 

(morning).  Help plant prairie plants at a pocket prairie 
restoration area in Hermann Park adjacent to the 
Japanese Garden.  For more information, contact Lan 
at 713-771-1415.   

11/4-11/5 2nd Annual State of the Prairie Conference 
at Hermann Park Zoo conference center on 11/4 and 
field trips on 11/5.  See link for list of speakers. 

11/6 Prairie Heritage Day at Brazos Bend State Park 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Link to flyer 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 

 

Code: 

 All color items underlined contain links for more 
information. 

 Green = Sugar Land Garden Club events  

 Dark blue = Non-SLGC events with links for more 
information 

 Black = Non-SLGC events 

 The links listed under others are perhaps more 
nature related rather than garden related or 
farther away. 

http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.fbmg.com/
http://www.npsot.org/Houston
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.npsot.org/Houston
http://www.sugarlandgardenclub.org/
http://www.naturediscoverycenter.org/mc/page.do?sitePageId=119296
http://www.molluskman.com/
http://www.brookwoodcommunity.org/index.htm
http://txmn.org/coastal/
http://www.fbmg.com/CommunityEducation/GreenThumb/GreenThumb.htm?scDate=2010%2C+10%2C+14
http://www.houstonfederationgardenclubs.org/products.htm
http://www.npsot.org/Houston
http://www.coastalprairiepartnership.org/page/2010-state-of-the-prairie-1
http://www.coastalprairiepartnership.org/events/prairie-heritage-day-brazos
http://www.brazosbend.org/calendar/PrairieHeritage.pdf

